
THE GLENBURN HAYSHED SITE

Please respect this site. It is an important part 

of the early European history of the area. 

The hayshed remnants

The Glenburn Hayshed that once stood here was 

probably built in the late 1890s or early 1900s by 

John James Edmonds. In 1891 John purchased the 

land on which it was built. He did not live in Glenburn 

Homestead to the west of the hayshed until 1897 when 

the slab home component was built for him and his 

new wife Agnes May. The Edmonds family only stayed 

in the area until 1906.

Built of eight stout posts with open sides and an 

iron roof, the original shed measured 9.2 metres by 

6.7 metres. 

Attached to the main shed was a lean-to (skillion) of 

iron which housed machinery including a chaff cutting 

machine engine.  

Over time, the building deteriorated significantly. By the 

mid 2000s, only five standing posts, three fallen posts 

and a couple of beams were left. In 2011 the standing 

posts were straightened and the three fallen posts were 

re-erected and attached to support posts. Subsequently, 

another post fell and was re-erected in 2016.

The field mower 

The sit-on, horse drawn ‘JONES MOWER’ was probably 

used to cut grass and some feed crops. The turning 

wheels would have driven the reciprocating teeth on 

the boom cutting comb. The boom could be raised and 

lowered to adjust cut height. It could also be raised to 

the vertical when being moved and not in use.

As the moving parts are exposed, a fall by the rider of 

this machine would have probably caused major injury.  

It is not known when the mower was first used or for 

how long. It was probably not used much after the 

wool boom in the 1950s when sheep grazing became 

the dominant land use in the area. 

A mysterious ditch 

The upper bank of Glen Burn Creek has been terraced 

immediately south-west of the hayshed site indicating 

that, over the years, the creek bed has moved east by 

natural erosion of its banks. Part of one terrace seems 

to have been quarried leaving a metre deep excavation 

of approximately 15 metres by 12 metres. 

It is not known why the excavation was made but it 

could have been the source of the soil used in the 

construction of the pise home of Glenburn Homestead 

that was built around 1900. Other possibilities are that 

it was made to assist with washing newly shorn sheep 

fleeces in the ponds in Glen Burn Creek, or that it was 

used for small scale alluvial gold mining in the late 

nineteenth or early twentieth century.

The excavation with the hayshed site in the background and pussy 
willows and blackberry, May 2016. Photo: Col McAlister.

Volunteers in the process of re-erecting the fallen post, May 2016. 
Photo: Col McAlister.

The Glenburn Hayshed remnant posts, 2006. Photo: Len Haskew

The field mower with the remnants of a post and rail fence, 2006. 
Photo: Len Haskew.
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