
Gudgenby Art Week 
25 October – 1 November 
Moody October stirs creative juices 

The creativity of NPA members was in strong 
evidence during Art Week at Gudgenby Cottage 
in October, says Adrienne Nicholson 

The variable October weather with its moody 
variations of light and cloud during the annual Art 
Week at Gudgenby Cottage provided lots of 
scope for arty inspiration. 

During the week, from 25 October to 1 
November, the weather ranged from overcast, 
rainy, showery, sunny, windy, gusty, still, and cool 
– good for wandering about outside, sitting by 
the fireside, relaxing on the veranda and 
enjoying the ever-changing outlook and the 
wildlife going about its daily activities.  

An Art Week had been arranged for May until 
circumstances overtook us, so it was great for a 
group to be able to go to Gudgenby in October, 
thanks to the generosity of Namadgi National 
Park management.  

With all the rain, the rivers and streams rose and 
coalesced, and the torrents running through the 
gorge above the cottage were easily seen 
because the fires had devastated the big old 
eucalypt trees and dense tea-tree between the 
cottage and the gorge.  

The starkness makes the reshooting hawthorns 
very obvious, and it would be a good time to try 
for a control program. Wildflowers put on a fine 
display across the grasslands and among the 

rocky tors. Mushrooms sprouted aplenty and appeared in both the art 
works and our cuisine.  

Birdwatching occupied much time, both in compiling a bird list and 
observing their interactions and daily lives. Dingoes were heard 
howling across the valley, and four were seen sauntering around. A 
goanna took to shelter under a rock when disturbed by a surprised 
passer-by.  

The mellifluous sounds of classical guitar gently reverberated through 
the cottage and photographers provided some wonderful images that 
became the basis for the drawings, paintings and collages of others.  

Others finished off writing projects or wrote about their stay or 
accomplished some basic weaving. 

As well as seeing some of the old hands, it was good to welcome some 
new participants. 

Participants. Adrienne Nicholson and Hazel Rath (leaders), Esther 
Gallant, Eleanor Cotterell, Filomena Barzi, Ian Kershaw, Rosemary 
Hollow, Sonja Lenz and Kevin McCue. 

Adrienne Nicholson is an NPA ACT Life Member and organiser of many 
Art Weeks.

Gudgenby Homestead. All photos by Esther Gallant

MaJng pair of Common Grass-blue bu?erflies Leopard orchid (Diuris semilunulata) 
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The overcast weather was ideal for  
photographers.  

Both photos by Adrienne Nicholson

ARer being disturbed in the open, this Rosenberg’s Goanna refused to fully emerge again from its shelter. Photo by Adrienne Nicholson

Gudgenby Art week

Mixed acJviJes: Eleanor Co?erell, Adrienne Nicholson,                 Filomena Barzi,                                             and Ian Kershaw
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A threatening sky. Photo by  Eleanor Co?erell

Gudgenby landscapes.  Photos by Eleanor Co?erell 

Barbed wire in Namadgi. Photo by Rosemary Hollow

Gudgenby Art week

NPA Bulletin – Vol. 57, No. 4 – December 2020

Kangaroo with joey. Photo by Adrienne Nicholson




