x4

NPA

Bulletin

National Parks Association of the ACT Inc,

March April May 1978 Vol.15 No.3

Registered in Australia for transmission by post as a periodical Category B

T5¢




NATIONAL PARKS ASSOCIATION OF THE A.C.T. INC.

"A National Park for the National Capital"

President: Ian Currie, 10 Arnhem Place, Red Hill. 958112(H); 958107
Vice-President: Darryl Hawke, 8 Emery Street, Chapman. 883763(H); 897411
Past President: Bill Watson, 61 Glasgow Street, Hughes. 816601 (H)

Secretary: Sheila Kruse, 50/C Currong Flats. Braddon. 486104
Asst. Secretary: Fiona Brand, 11 Dyson Street, Lyneham. 479538
Treasurer: Neville Esau, 11 Rymill Place, Mawson. 494554 (W)
Publicity Officer: Cynthia Hook, P.0. Box 580, Manuka. 959666
Editors: Norman and Jenny Morrison, 102 Launceston St, Lyons. 621548 (W)

Committee Members: John Banks, Bill Boswell, Charles Hill,
John Schunke, Trevor Plumb, Penny Hebbard.

All correspondence to Box 457, P.0., Canberra City, 2601
National Parks Association Phone Number: 486104 or 956937

Subscription Rates: Family - $10.00 Corporate - $5.00
Single ~ $8.00 Student - $3.00

Subscriptions fall due on 1 July

AIMS AND OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION

* Promotion of National Parks and of measures for the protection of fauna and
flora, scenery and natural features in the Australian Capital Territory and
elsewhere, and the reservation of specific areas.

* Interest in the provision of appropriate outdoor recreation areas.

* Stimulation of interest in, and appreciation and enjoyment of, such natural
phenomena by organized field outings, meetings or any other means.

* Co-operation with organizations and persons having similar interests and
objectives.

* Promotion of and education for nature conservation and the planning of land-
use to achieve conservation.
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EDITORIAL

Well, here we are in 1978. I hopefif is a good year for all memﬁers.

In the last two or three years, the concept of wilderness has been used
more and more. Like ecology, wilderness is a somewhat vague term which can
be used to suit any argument. Inside is a definition of wilderness from
Victoria, which should be of interest to members. Problems in National Park
management are also in the news, so it seemed appropriate to include an
article about the American experience.

While on this topic, last year saw a lot of media publicity given to

the Neighbours of National Park Association. Some of our members and some of
our committee members have met NNPA people. From what has been passed on to
me, it seems that two points emerge. Firstly, the two Associations have more
in common than might be expected and secondly, the media tended to distort
their viewpoints. Personally, I feel that comservation groups should spend
as much time lobbying to ensure good park management as they do fighting to
conserve new areas. One poorly managed park can discredit the entire system.

Finally, may I pass on a plea from Olive Buckman. She has mislaid a
photo/log book of trips to Norway and Austria by 3-wheel car. It may have
been loaned to one of our members. Anyone who can help can phone Olive on
733017.

N.H.M,

ENERGY

This article is based upon a commentary published in the August 1977 issue of
American Forests. The only change made has been to shorten it and exlude the
more obvious American references:

The energy problem will be at the center of our conservation focus for
many years to come. There will be no easy solutions. No magic cure-all will
save us. The crisis may not become a catastrophe, but neither will it be
resolved easily or quickly. Until everyone realises the seriousness of the
problem, as well as their own personal involvement in it, there is no hope for
improvement. Even with a complete public understanding, radical changes in
our personal and collective life styles are inevitable.

We are not running out of energy, but we are running out of cheap energy.
The age of abundant, clean o0il and gas is rapidly drawing to a close. There
will be enough 0il to meet essential needs for the next few generations, but it
will cost much more to develop, and a shift to other energy sources is
imperative. In spite of environmental hazards we will double our use of coal
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ENERGY continued

and dramatically increase our use of nuclear fuels. Even if we should begin
today to switch to solar energy or to harness the power of winds, tides or
geothermal steam, the shortfall during even the most optimistic transition will
dictate greater use of all known energy sources. We will even expand our
dependence upon hydro-electric power in spite of our aversion to dams.

Conservation is a vital part of our energy program. In fact, conservation
may be our only hope in keeping the energy crisis from becoming a disaster.
We are in trouble today because there has been an abundance and we have been
wasteful. Our way of life is built upon the concept of surplus. It was there,
it was cheap, so why not use it? We have used it, in abundance, and wastefully.
That must stop. But, the only way it will stop is with full understanding on
the part of each individual of his own personal responsibility for energy
conservation. That realization has come to very few persons thus far. To
many, the energy shortage means only higher prices and past inconveniences at
the gas pump. The energy crisis has not slowed down our energy use.

Where do we start? How can I as an individual do my part? The most
impotrtant individual responsibility is to be informed and to develop your own
personal energy ethic. It's a matter of knowledge and attitude. We have to
believe in the importance of our own role. Savings can be made everywhere.

You can start in your home and in your office with your light switches. Check
your insulation and your storm windows. Change your habits of dress or

lighting to meet actual needs rather than convenience. How about the things you
buy and use? Are we slaves to convenience foods and throw-away packaging? Do
we take proper care of everything that costs high in energy to produce? Is it

a luxury or a necessity?

Energy consumption in the past has been subsidized by environmental
degradation. The more energy we used the more we have destroyed our air, lands
and waters both in its production and in the by-products of its use. This is
an environmental luxury we can no longer afford. There must be trade-offs, of
course. There is no way we can produce or use energy without environmental
impacts, but this is no excuse for lowering our standards for clean air and
clean water. If we must use more coal, we can afford the land restoration. If
we drill for offshore oil or gas, we must provide maximum safeguards. If we
must burn nuclear fuels, we can provide for safe disposal of wastes. However
great our energy needs, we cannot let them become an excuse for environmental
degradation.

(W.E.T.)

WILDERNESS

‘Set out below is the Victorian Land Conservation Council's definition of
wilderness as reported in the November issue of the VNPA Journal:
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WILDERNESS continued

The concept of wilderness ('an uncultivated and uninhabited tract" - Oxford
dictionary) is at present receiving attention in Australia after having been
established by legislation in the U.S.A. in 1964 (The Wilderness Act).

The wilderness experience involves the perception of being part of nature,
of an environment unaltered by human intervention, of isolation, and of being
exposed to the challenge of the elements. In a wilderness, Man should function
as a part of the natural system, and on equal terms with nature.

The main elements of the appeal of wilderness are:

* sgpiritual refreshment and an awareness of solitude, arising from close
contact with the uninhabited, undisturbed natural environment;

* the knowledge that large, wild natural areas, untouched by Man, exist and
can be experienced;

* refuge from the pressures, sights, and sounds of modern urban life;

* the adventure and challenge of pitting one's powers of endurance and welf-
reliance against the forces of nature.

Wilderness, therefore, requires land that still retains its primeval
character, and is without improvements or human habitation. Wilderness areas
are used for recreation of a primitive unconfined nature, and thus, to
preserve the wilderness values, it will be necessary to protect the natural
ecosystems and maintain land forms and populations of plants and animals in an
undisturbed state. Because of this requirement wilderness will have consider-
able nature conservation values. Areas suitable for wilderness are a very
scarce resource, and are becoming scarcer as the road and fire-trail network
on public land is extended and upgraded.

To fulfil the uses for which they are intended, wilderness must be very
large. They should require at least several days to traverse on foot at their
narrowest point. This spaciousness is the essential characteristic distin-
guishing wilderness from the many other smaller undisturbed or primitive areas
that may be found as "islands'", even in areas which have been developed for
more intensive uses.

Many smaller undisturbed or primitive areas that can provide some degree
of solitude will continue to exist as zones in parks or other areas, and can
be used by people who do not wish to spend several days in the isolation of
wild country. These smaller areas, however, are not a substitute for the
wilderness described here.

Management of a wilderness would aim at maintaining the value of the area
for solitude and unconfined types of recreation by strictly controlling the
number of people using the area at any one time. Experience in the United
States of America has shown that tourism and the more conventional forms of
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WILDERNESS continued

outdoor recreation commonly associated with parks are among the greatest threats
to wilderness.

Wilderness activities may include some activities such as horse-riding that
may not be acceptable in some parks. Vehicles (other than those necessary for
management), grazing, and mining would be excluded from the wilderness.

Users of wilderness areas must be prepared to face difficult and challenging
conditions, and Council stresses the need to bring to the attention of the pub-
lic the potential hazards associated with the use of these areas.

MOUNT IMLAY

Mount Imlay is a conspicuous mountain 886 metres in altitude situated behind
Eden. NPA members visiting the South Coast may care to know how it can be
ascended.

On the 1:100,000 map,the mountain is shown with a fire track running up to
the summit from the west. My wife and I have tried unsuccessfully on several
occasions to find this but in any case it is now disused and is not motorable.

There is, however, a well marked walking track on the eastern side. You
drive about 9% kilometres to the end of the Burrawong Forest Road which turns
off the Princes Highway about 1 kilometre south of the turn-off to the woodchip
mill. From the end of the Burrawong Road a rough track runs a little further
up to a small parking area in the forest.

The track from there on is well marked with red and white markers. It runs
up an eastern spur which is steep in places and passes through some heavily
burned and dead young timber. The top of the mountain is a long knife-edged
ridge ascendinggently to the summit. From here one obtains a magnificent view
over the south-eastern corner of New South Wales. The mountain massif has been
constituted a National Park. Average walking time to the top would, I think,
be about 2 hours. -

One rather depressing feature of the top is that it gives one a view over
patches of heavily woodchipped forest and the dreadfully steep slopes on which
this has been permitted by the N.S.W. Forestry Commission. These are not the
slopes which the Forestry Commission uses for its exercises in Public Relatioms.

Personally I am not totally opposed to so-called clear felling for wood-
chipping (it is not really clear felling because all the dead timber is left
standing). I think it is a legitimate form of forestry on level or gently
sloping land, but I am horrified by the way it has been permitted in the Eden
area on steep slopes and also by the use made of heavy tracked equipment. If
ever a form of forestry deserved the old army term BF and BI (Brute Force and
Blooming Ignorance) it is this.

.
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MOUNT IMLAY continued

Members visiting the area may consider returning along the Imlay Road
built at vast expense to support the Harris-Daishowa woodchipping operations.
It runs from about 2% kilometres south of the turn-off to Womboyn Lake right
through to Rockton on the Cann Valley Highway. It is built to a very high
standard and most of it is bitumen. But drive carefully as you will meet many
of the enormous vehicles used to transport logs and sawmill refuse from the
Bombala area to the woodchip mill. These vehicles are driven at very high
speed!

Alastair Morvison

LOCAL NEWS

Application for Govermment grant. The Committee has been advised by the
Department of the Enviromment that it has not been awarded a grant for
1977-78.

Qutings Sub-Committee. Jan Kiek has returned to Canberra and has taken up
again the convenership of the Outings Sub-Committee.

[
Publications. There are two recent publications which are of direct

interest to members:

* Rambles around Canberra. Edited by Allan Mortlock and Gillian
0'Loghlin. This booklet was initiated by NPA and the local
knowledge of many members was tapped. Both the text and the maps
are easy to follow and it is available to members for $2.50 at
general meetings.

* Hiking from Early Canberra. A fascinating glimpse of local bush-
walking from 1929 to 1938. Collected and published by Cla Allen,
it is available from him at 3 Norfolk Street, Red Hill at $1.95.
Copies will be available at NPA general meetings.

CROCODILE MOTHERS

You may think of the crocodile as a rather fearsome potential man-eater, and
you could well be right. Crocs 1like all organisms, have a role to play and
are in danger from hunters in some parts of the world.

It is only recently that zoologists have started to look at the crocodile's

life history in detail. One interesting discovery is that, compared to most
reptiles, crocodiles spend a lot of time ensuring that their young survive.
When the eggs hatch the mother, who has been guarding the nest area, digs out
the young. She then takes her babies (weighing less than 100g) into her mouth
and ferries them to the water to free them into their new life. It does bring
the crocodile a shade closer to instincts of birds and mammals.
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