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National Parks Association (ACT) 
Incorporated 
Inaugurated 1960 

Aims and objects of the Association 
• Promotion of national parks and of measures for the pro­

tection of fauna and flora, scenery and natural features in 
the Australian Capital Territory and elsewhere, and the 
reservation of specific areas. 

• Interest in the provision of appropriate outdoor recreation 
areas. 

• Stimulation of interest in, and appreciation and enjoyment 
of, such natural phenomena by organised field outings, 
meetings or any other means. 

• Cooperation with organisations and persons having simi­
lar interests and objectives. 

• Promotion of, and education for, nature conservation, and 
the planning of land-use to achieve conservation. 
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244 7558(w) 
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Outings Michael Kelly 241 2330(h) 
Namadgi vacant (volunteer needed) 
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Cover 
Photo: Olive Buckman 
Gentoo penguin feeding twin chicks at 
Paradise Bay, Antarctica. 

Subscription rates (1 July to 30 June) 
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Corporate members $10 Bulletin only $10 
Concession: half above rates 
For new subscriptions joining between: 
1 January and 31 March—half specified rate 
1 April and 30 June—annual subscription 
Membership inquiries welcome 
Please phone Charmian Crimmins at the NPA office. 

The NPA (ACT) office is located in Maclaurin Cres, 
Chifley. Office hours are: 
10am to 2pm Mondays 
9am to 2pm Tuesdays and Thursdays 
Telephone/Fax: (06) 282 5813 
Address: PO Box 40 Chifley ACT 2606. 

Contribute to your Bulletin 
Contributions of articles (news, description or 
fiction), black-and-white photographs and line 
drawings are keenly sought for the Bulletin. Please 
label photographs with the name of the subject, the 
name of the photographer and the date. Leave contri­
butions at the office or phone the editor, Roger Green, 
on (06) 247 0059. The editorial fax is (06) 249 7373. 

Articles by contributors may not necessarily reflect 
Association opinion or objectives. 

Deadline for December issue: 1 November, 1993. 

NPA Bulletin is produced by Green Words for the 
National Parks Association (ACT) Incorporated. It is 
produced with the assistance of an ACT Heritage 
grant. 

Printed on recycled paper by Goanna Print, 
Fyshwick, ACT. 
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President's Foreword 
At the end of June we welcomed 
Charmian Crimmins as the new 
NPA Office Secretary. Charmian 
is settling in to our Chifley office 
quickly, learning her way through 
the filing system and library hold­
ings, coming to grips with the com­
puter programs in use and 
learning about our timetable of 
meetings. Do call in to see her 
when the office is open, it will 
make the task more interesting if 
she knows our members. 

Laraine Frawley was farewelled 
after nine years of faithful work 
for NPA. She was responsible for 
setting up our office and through 
the years has built up a good rap­
port with members and other 
organisations. We wish her well in 
her position with the Conservation 
Council. 

Thank you to all of our Bulletin 
contributors. This is an important 
document. 

Beverley Hammond 

Commissioner for the Environment 
Eminent scientist, Dr Joe Baker, 
has taken up the position as the 
ACT's first Commissioner for the 
Environment. 

Dr Baker will provide indepen­
dent evaluation of the effectiveness 
of ACT environmental management 
by government agencies. He will 
produce an annual State of the 
Environment Report for the ACT 
and special reports on significant 
environmental issues affecting the 
ACT. He is also our environmental 
ombudsman, empowered to investi­
gate community complaints about 

Dr Joe Baker 

general government environmental 
management and specific environ­
mental issues. 

The appointment was announced 
with the introduction of the 
Commissioner for the Environment 
legislation. The legislation is intended 
to give the ACT more comprehen­
sive protection for the environment 
and greater government accounta­
bility to the community. The ACT is 
the first state or territory with such 
a thorough legal framework for 
environmental protection, although 
Victoria does have a Commissioner 
for the Environment, with more lim­
ited powers. 

Dr Baker is extraordinarily well 
qualified for the task. A marine biol­
ogist of international standing and 
former Director of the Australian 
Institute of Marine Science in 
Townsville, Dr Baker's concerns for 
many years have extended well into 
the hinterland. His career has cen­
tred on scientific research and envi­
ronmental issues, ranging from 
protection of mangrove swamps and 
old growth forests to the manage­
ment of Australia's world heritage 
areas and landcare. He was a 
member of the Great Barrier Reef 
Marine Park Authority 1975-1988, 
Chairman of the Australian 
Heritage Commission in 1985 
(when the Commission listed the 
Lemonthyme and other native 

forests in Tasmania), Trustee of the 
World Wildlife Fund (Australia) 
1979-1987 and President of the 
Australian Museum Trust 
1978-1984. He is a member of sev­
eral UNESCO committees and is 
presently Chairman of the 
Community Rainforest Reforestation 
Program Management Committee 
(jointly funded by the Federal and 
Queensland Governments) and 
Chairman of the National Landcare 
Advisory Committee (appointed by 
the Minister for Primary Industries 
and Energy, Simon Crean). 

Dr Baker recently came to live in 
the ACT and has set up the 
Commissioner for the Environment 
Office in Civic. Our Association has 
written to the Minister for the 
Environment, Bill Wood, welcoming 
Dr Baker's appointment. 

Den Robin 
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you need to renew 
your subscription. 
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