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Inaugurated 1960

Aims and Objects of the Association

Promotion of national parks and of measures for the
protection of fauna and flora, scenery and natural
features in the Australian Capital Territory and else-
where, and the reservation of specific areas.

Interest in the provision of appropriate outdoor re-
creation areas.

Stimulation of interest in, and appreciation and enjoy-
ment of, such natural phenomena by organised field
outings, meetings or any other means.

Co-operation with organisations and persons having
similar interests and objectives.

Promotion of, and education for, nature conservation,
and the planning of land~use to achieve conservation.
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Contributions of between 200 and
300 words, with or without photo-
graphs (black and white preferably)
are sought eagerly for the Bulletin.
Of course we need longer items as
well, but short ones are popular ...
with everyone!
Share with us your camps, trips

and pack walks, your trials and trib-
ulations and adventures of all kinds.



PRESIDENT'S FOREWORD

One of the most panoramic views of Namadgi National Park can be gained from Boboyan Trig (located west of the
Boboyan Road approximately nine kilometres south of the Gudgenby Station turnoff). In previous years the summit
has been the destination for successful Heritage Week walks, leading to the idea of the construction of awalking track
from the road to the trig point. The benefit of the site was that a short (less than two kilometres), easy (150 metre climb)
walk would allow most people the opportunity to gain a vista of the Park.

It is very pleasing to report that with a minimum of fuss, an NPA team organised by Reg Alder and by arrangement
with the ACT Parks and Conservation Service, has recently constructed a low key walking track from the road to the
Trig. The project demonstrates the potential to apply the knowledge, experience and voluntary labour of NPA
members in works which will increase public appreciation of Namadgi. One way to encourage the continuance of such
co-operative efforts would be the formation of a 'Friends Group' which could also include members of other
organisations as well as unaffiliated individuals who have an interest in the tpark.

,'.

Committee News

The NPA display at the recent
Heritage Week Exhibition was
successfully organised by Glyn
Lewis and the Publicity and Educa-
tion Subcommittee. Congratulations
to Glyn and the Subcommittee, and
to the members who staffed the
display at the exhibition.
The long awaited report on

Orroral Homestead, which is being
prepared by Peter Freeman and
Associates, is expected to be
completed in about three weeks
time. The report will give details of
what work is required and how it
shou Id be done. Work on the Home-
stead will start next year in mid-
January.
The Eden Woodchipping report,

recently reprinted by the Associa-
tion, has been temporarily with-
drawn from sale. This follows receipt
of a letter from Harris-Daishowa
Australia, in which they take except-
ion to statements in the report about
the amount of tax paid and transfer
pricing policy. The Association has
undertaken to withdraw the report
from sale pending receipt of inform-
ation which would permit us to
correct any factual errors.
The Committee has engaged an

additional part time office assistant.
Ian Fraser will work with us from 9 .
March to 29 April for a total of 245

hours. His tasks will mainly involve
doing some research for the Com-
mittee.
The. Conservation Council, of

which this Association is a member,
has formed a Jervis Bay Working
Group, convened by Chris Egan.
Any members interested in Jervis
Bay should channel their interest
through the Jervis Bay Working
Group.
A recent letter from the NPAwas

published in the February issue of
4WD Australia, encouraging more
awareness of conservation and
environment matters among four
wheel d.rivers. The letter has pro-
voked two responses in the March
issue, one sympathetic and' one
antagonistic!

* * * * * *

For the Annual General Meeting in
August, the Committee have decid-
ed to have the Environmental
Impact Issue as the main focus of
the meeting. To stimulate discuss-
ion, slides, photographs, anecdotes
and informed opinions and argu-
ments are required. Of particular
interest wou Idbe to compare places
now with years gone by to see how
the environment has changed and
what effect that change has had on
people and the environment. Please
contact Kevin Frawley or Committee
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Members if you would like to take
part in the meeting.

Please think seriously about it -
Your contribution to the above
could lead to a vitally important

discussion.

Understrength
Committee

The present NPACommittee of ten
is below the number of positions
provided for in the Association's
constitution. This situation has
persisted for most of the last twelve
months, and has meant some
Committee members are over
burdened with work. Moreover, of
the maney conservation and envir-
onmental issues of concern to the
NPA an understrength Committee,
means that only a limited number
can be adequately addressed. If
the Committee cannot operate
effectively neither can the Assoc-
iation ..
All positions on the Committee

fall vacant at the Annual General
Meeting on 20 August 1987. Nom-
inations are desperately called for
to fill all vacancies. Please notify
the President or Secretary if you
are at all interested.



Namadgi
Subcommittee

Report
Philip Gatenby

As mentioned in the President's
Foreword and Reg Alder's article
on the Yerrabi Track, Association
members have initiated and pre-
pared a low key walking track to
Boboyan Trig. Work on the track
was carried out with approval of the
ACT Parks and Conservation Serv-
ice, who have been kept informed
of its progress. Under the guidance
of Reg  Alder willing assistance with
the preparation of the track was
provided by Charles Hill, Robert
Story, Brian Hammond, Les Pyke,
Syd Comfort and Alastair Morrison.
Photographs of the hard work invol-
ved were taken by Hedda Morrison
and Reg. Additional preparation of
the track included a working party
of NPA members bracing the icy
winds of Sunday May 3rd.
To publicise Yerrabi Track a

pamphlet has been produced (one
of the inserts to this Bulletin). It is
hoped to make copies of the pamph-
let available from the information
centres at Tidbinbilla and Glendale.
_Much of the work towards its pro-
duction was done by Reg Alder,
who was assisted by Denise Robin
with the preparation of the text and
Ken Johnsonw hodrewthe map.An
interpretive brochure is also plann-
ed on Yerrabi Track and its environ-
ment, covering such aspects as
flora, fauna and geology of the area.
The Subcommittee has spent

some time towards formulating an
NPA response to the House of Rep-
resentatives Standing Committee
on Environment and Conservation
recommendations on the adminis-
trative arrangements for Namadgi
National Park. These recommen-
dations were released late in 1986.
They included declaration of the
Park under the National Parks and
Wildlife Conservation Act 1975 and
the concomitant delegation of
powers and responsibilities under
the Act, as they apply to Namadgi,
by the Director of the ANPWSto the
Department of Territories, the
appointment of a representative
from the ANPWS to the Namadgi
National Park Consultative Comm-
ittee (now called the ACTParks and
Conservation Consultative Comm-
ittee), amendments to. the ACT
Nature Conservation Ordinance

1980 (subsequently carried out),
the role of the NCDC and Aboriginal
interest in the Park. The Subcomm-
ittee generally supported the rec-
ommendations, although this
support was qualified for some
recommendations. Endorsement
forthe Subcommittee response will
be sought from the NPACommittee.

Letter
Tread lightly
Dear Sir,

I do not want to particularly trip up
Keith McRae on his advice for
appropriate footwear in the bush
(NPA Bulletin, March 1987), but
heavy footwear need not necessar-
ily have an overwhelming adverse
effect on fragile environments.
The difference in weight trans-

ferred to the ground between heavy
and light footwear is minuscule
when compared to the weight of
the wearer. What does matter is the
area of contact and an extreme
example is the effect of stiletto
heels on floor coverings. Another
example is the need to wear snow
shoes on soft snow.
The protruberant welt and larger

heel of boots gives at least fifteen
per cent greater contact and hence
less crush. The soles of a large
number of lightweight footwear
available today are just as heavily
patterned as their boot counterpart.
A tread is very necessary for safety
in the bush.
I do not think anyone nowadays

wears studded boots as I once did.

Reg Alder

*
The Bulletin Subcommittee invites
readers to contribute to the Bullet-
in's letter column. We would like to
hear your views on any subject of
interest to NPA members. But
remember, while most articles are
edited, letters are published as
received.
Keep 'em short !
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Can You Help?

Introduced conifers
Dr Roger Hnatiuk, from the Bureau
of Flora and Fauna, Department of
Arts, Heritage and Environment, is
responsible for the 'Flora of Aust-
ralia' project. He is particularly
interested in identifying introduced
conifers and seeks help from NPA
members in identifying conifers
which are regenerating without the
help of people.
The information Dr Hnatiuk needs

is: the location of plants, a small
specimen with buds (and a cone if
possible), who collected it and
when. If any NPA members would
like to contribute to this project, or if
further information is required, Dr
Hnatiuk can be contacted on
467475 orthrough GPO Box 1383,
Canberra ACT 2601.

* * * * * *

NPA history
The Committee is seeking the help
of members interested in documen-
ting the history of our Association.
For example, a worthwhile project
would be to make a collection of
slides depicting members' activities
over the years. Are you interested
in contributing to this project, either
as a coordinator or by performing a
single task? Do you have any ideas
you can pass on to the Committee?
If so, please contact the Secretary.
We would especially appreciate
the assistance of longer standing
members.

******'

Namadgi bibliography
Another worthwhile suggestion
adopted by the Committee is the
compilation of a bibliography on
Namadgi National Park. Are you
interested in contributing to this
project? Tasks could be identified
to match the time you are able to
contribute - no contribution would
be too small. Some bibliographic or
research experience would be an
advantage. Please contact the
Secretary.

----~---~-,...,...-.,...-..,---.-,--,,--~.~===~====~=----_.....-_--------------



Namadgi National Park

Consultative Committee - A Review Of The First Two Years
Dr PeterCullen °

The Namadgi National Park was
gazetted on 3 October 1984. The
Namadgi Consultative Committee
was established by the then Minis-
ter for Territories, Mr Tom Uren, in
October 1984 to advise the Minister
and the Department of Territories
on the planning and development
needs of the Namadgi National
Park and major management issues
facing the Park, and to provide
liaison with community groups
interested in Namadgi.

In 1984 .the Committee met
twice, and established its operating
procedures and was briefed on
Namadgi and the proposed plan-
ning exercise. The Committee was
also briefed by the NCDC on the
National Capital Open Space Sys-
tem, of which Namadgi is a major
part, and on the various policy
plans of the Commission for the
area.

In 1985 the Committee met four
times and worked closely with
Departmental officers and the
planning consultant, Mr Adrian
Davey, on the draft Management
Plan and on the proposed public
participation phase. The Committee
was also briefed on the Cotter water
supply issue, and on the PREPLAN
model being developed for fire
management in the NSW National
Parks and Wildlife Service.
The draft Management Planwas

released on 18 September 1985.
In the first half of 1986 the

Committee was involved with
assessing the ninety-eight public
submissions thatwere made on the
Plan, and discussing the Depart-
ment's proposed responses. The
Committee established three sub-
committees to assist with detailed
scrutiny of the public submissions,
covering Water Supply Aspects,
Fire and Recreation/Wilderness/
Education issues. As part of this
. process the committee had a field
inspection of the Cotter Hut to
discuss the future of this structure
in the Park and also looked at a
number of issues including the
future use of the vacated space
tracking stations, the problems of
conserving the historic Orroral
Homestead, the future use of
arboreta and the need for visitor
information and education facilities.

The Department completed its
deliberations on the public input
and proposed a number of modif-
ications to the draft Plan as a result.
These were all discussed fully with
the Consultative Committee which
was able to advise the Minister at
the end of May that it agreed with
all of the proposed changes. The
Minister accepted this advice and
released the Plan on Environment
Day 1986.
This has been a remarkable per-

formance in Park planning. From
dedication to a final Management
Plan in less than two years, with an
extensive public participation pro-
gram, is a significant achievement.
The Plan itself addresses many

of the major management issues
facing Namadgi, and foreshadows.
a number of more specific plans as
further information is collected.
These cover elements' such as
environmental monitoring and data
base information and fire manage-
ment plans. Progress has subse-
quently been made with the acquis-
ition of the PREPLAN Fire Manage-
ment model used in Kosciusko.
The Management Plan has

broken new ground in Australian
park planning by addressing prob-
lems of the conservation of Austra-
. Iian native fish by restricting angling
and the release of non-native fish in
parts of the park.
An unexpected source of activity

for the Committee during the year
followed the proposal of a local
politician Ms Sue Craven that the
control of Namadgi might be better
transferred from the Department of
Territories to the Australian Nation-
al Parks and Wildlife Service. The
House of Representatives Standing
Committee on Environment and
Conservation decided to hold an
Inquiry into this matter and held a
series of public hearings on the
management of Namadgi. The
Consultative Committee put its
view on this matter to the Minister
for Territories who requested the
Committee present its view to the
Parliamentary Inquiry. The Standing
Committee reported in September
and proposed investigation of a
joint management approach where
.Namadgi would be declared under
the Australian National Parks. and
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Wildlife Conservation Act, but the
Director would delegate all his
powers to the ACT Parks and Con-
servation Service. The Consultative
Committee is assessing the practic-
ability and legality of such an
arrangement and will advise the
Minister shortly.
During the year the Committee

was invited to prepare asubmission
to CONCOM on a report on the
Identification and Management of
Wilderness Areas in Australia.

The Committee has also been
active in advising the Department
and the Minister about short-
comings in the ACT Nature Conser-
vation Ordinance. Amendments to
the Ordinance were prepared by
the Department that overcome
many ofthe objections to the Ordin-
ance made by the National Parks
Association and others over recent
years and are still before the House.

In October 1986 the two year
term of reference for the Committee
came to an end. The Minister has
decided to widen the terms of ref-
erence of the Committee which is
.now renamed the ACT Parks and
Conservation Consultative Comm-
ittee. The newly constituted Comm-
ittee has been enlarged by the
addition of representatives from
NCDC and the Australian National
Parks and Wildlife Service. The
Committee is now to advise on
aspects of land management relat-
ing to nature conservation and
outdoor recreation in the ACT,with
particular emphasis on Namadgi
and other reserved areas.

° Dr Peter CuI/en was chairman of
the Namadgi National Park Consul-
tative Committee and, to mark the
end of its operation, prepared this
article for use in the publications of
relevant community organisations
in the ACT. He is currently chairman
of the ACT Parks and Conservation
Consultative Committee.

i,'.,.-.



The Yerrabi Track to Boboyan Trig

for the Association to form a low
key track and the Service to provide
a parking area on the Boboyan
Road with signs has been approved.
Over past weeks a willing gang of
retired members has surveyed a
route and, by removing logs and
litter and placing cairns, identified a
track which in time will become

THE

April 1987

TRIG
PARK

BOBOYANTO

permanently marked by the passage
of many feet. This year, Heritage
Week walkers were led on a perfect
day by Charles Hill (who has led all
previous Boboyan Trig Heritage
Walks) along the almost completed
track to the Trig and the granite
viewing platform.

The accompanying map shows
the route of the new track and until
the parking area and signs are
installed its commencement should
not be too hard to pick up from the

NATIONAL
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It is some years now since Alastair
Morrison" took me on a walk he had
investigated from the Boboyan Road
to Boboyan Trig to show me the
wonderful panoramic view which
could be attained with the minimum
of effort.

Later, when the Association was
asked to sponsor some walks for
Heritage Week, I suggested that
Boboyan Trig would be a wonderful
vantage point to take the public to
see in one sweep most of what was
originally the Gudgenby Nature
Reserve. On the first Heritage Walk
we enthusiastically carried water to
the top and served tea to the visitors.
Large numbers attended and the
Association gained many new
members responding to their init-
iation to bushwalking.

The walk was repeated the next
year, but because of poor publicity
and timing it was not as well atten-
ded as the first. Nevertheless, the
publicity received by the Association
was worthwhile.

The creation of a proper basic
track, similar to the one to Shan-
ahans Mountain, has been talked
about for some time, and recently
the Association took Parks and
Conservation Service officers to
the Trig to extol its virtues as a
place for public viewing of the wild-
erness areas without the possibility
of harmful intrusion. The proposal

.<
"

A welcome break for lunch on the edge of the forest, just after the creek crossing. Alastair Morrison
is missing from the group. Photo by Hedda Morrison

detail given. Milk tin lids nailed
(temporarily) to trees on the western
side of the road, about 200 metres
south of the yellow bench-mark post
1292 on the other side of the road,
should not be too hard to find. Park-
ing on the western side of the road
gives the least traffic obstruction.

Investigation work is in progress
to collect information to form the
basis of an interpretative pamphlet
to cover items such as trees, flowers,
birds and the geological features to
be seen along the track.

Do not stop at the Trig but follow
the small stone cairns over the edge
and down through a small rock
crevice to a large granite rock plat-
form overlooking an enormous
granite tor. The view is stupendous
over the Gudgenby Valley to the
western peaks of the park. Namadgi
Peak, the highest pointwhollywithin
the ACT, may be seen towards the
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north-west. It has a rounded flat top.
The rock flat makes a wonderful
place for lunch. There is no water
after crossing the creek in the
swamp. Because of pigs in the area,
any water taken from the creek
would be best boiled.

See you there on June 14th.
There is plenty of room on top.

, j';, ,
"

i"1'/
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The single log crossing of Little Dry Creek was improved by adding several large logs to make it more
negotiable. Photo by Hedda Morrison

A Bird Atlas
For The ACT

Ian Taylor

Over 260 species of bird have been
recorded in the Canberra area, but
little is known of their distribution in
the ACT, their seasonal movements,
their habitat requirements or their
relative abundance.

Canberra Ornithologists Group
has launched a three year project
to gather information on birds from
every corner of the ACT. Funded by
the NCDC, the ACT Bird Atlas is

based on a two and a half minute
(approximately four kilometre) grid.
There are 166 grid areas in the
territory, most of which have been
'adopted' by a survey participant.

Armed with grid maps and data
sheets, volunteers cover their
adopted areas every three months.
The data sheets are returned to the
project co-ordinator and are keyed
into the Canberra Ornithologists
Group computer. Using a sophis-
ticated data-base management
system, records can then be sorted
by species, grid areas or month.

Highlights of the data collected
to date include the first ever ACT

breeding records of the Spotted
Quail Thrush and Olive Whistler
and rare records of the Black-tailed
Native Hen, Spiny-cheeked Honey-
eater, Grey Goshawk and Spotted
Harrier.

At the completion of the project,
the information will be published in
book form. It is envisaged that there
will be a map showing the seasonal
distribution for each species. The
Atlas will be accompanied by a set
of clear overlays showing habitat
type, rainfall, etc. Enquiries should
be directed to Ian Taylor, Project
Co-ordinator, 69 Tyson Street, Ain-
slie ACT 2602.

Among members of NPA who attended the Festival for the Forests we:re,Fiona Brand and Kevin
Frawley, seen above, left foregound. Photo by Babette.Scougall
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Festival For The Forests

As part of the events during Heritage
Week a Festival for the Forests was
organised by the Conservation
Council for the South-East Region
and Canberra. The Festival spanned
three days from April 5th. Its purpose
was to raise public awareness of
the threat to forests on the south
coast posed by woodchipping.
Festival activites culminated with a
rally on the lawns of Parliament
House, with speakers including
Bob Brown, an independent
memberoftheTasmanian Houseof
Assembly and well known conserv-
ationist, and John Langmore,
member for Fraser in the House of
Representatives. A number of NPA
members attended"therally.

i'



Waste, Rubbish and Washing: Sound Practices for the Bush
Part 3 Keith McRae

' ... and if you do that again I'll slap your wrist.' Caption by Audrey Hill

be treated like bulk leftovers and
packed up and carried out. Partial
burning of food scraps is inadequate
and the practice of burning scraps
should be avoided. Food scraps will
soon be recovered by small animals
and may contain organisms which
are dangerous.

(d) Refrain from burying rubbish
and food scraps in snow. It. will
reappear in the spring.

(e) Pick up and carry out rubbish
as you encounter it.

Washing

(a) Use biodegrdable soap (if
soap is used at all) and wash your-
self and cooking and eating equip-
ment at least 30 metres from water
sources. Even biodegradable soap
is a stress'on the environment so as
much of the washing as possible
should be done with soapless hot
water. A soap less wash is adequate.

(b) Refrain from using soap to
wash clothes. A soapless wash will
be adequate and it overcomes the
potential problem of the residual
soap in clothes causing skin irrit-
ation.

(c) If using soap, carry water
away from the source, lather up and
then rinse off the soap. Pour any
soapy water left in containers into
absorbent soil. This allows the bio-
degradable soap particles to break
down and filter through the. soil
before reaching the water source.

Captions please!
Response to photo caption competition in the March Bulletin.
Only one entry was received:

paper and then burn it if possible or
bury it along with the waste or put it
in a bag and carry it out if burning or
deep burial is not possible.

(g) Bury faeces in ashallow hole
or leave on the ground in sterile or
harsh environments in which pre-
cipitation and temperature changes
are the principal breakdown agents.
However, care needs to be taken to
enslj,re that there is little risk of
water contamination orthe unburied
waste being encountered.

(h) Carry tampons out. They
burn slowly and should not be buried
in a hole or placed in a latrine.

Rubbish
(a) Aim always to carry as little

rubbish-producing materials as
possible. Rubbish problems can be
reduced by careful planning. Food
should be repackaged in plastic
bags or reusable containers. Food
leftovers can be avoided by careful
planning of meals.
(b) Keep all areas, tracks and

campsites clean by carrying out all
rubbish in a litter bag. 'Rubbish'
includes such items as orange peel
(which rots or burns very slowly),
paper products, plastic, tins and
foil.

(c) Avoid burying food scraps,
leaving them lying around orthrow-
ing them indiscriminately or behind
rocks. All small scraps, including
those left in pots and pans, should

This is the third of four parts of an
environ mental code for the bush. A
code which is based on an environ-
mentally-sound ethic is seen as
being essential in order to ensure
that natural communities and entit-
ies are protected from undue
damage arising from increased
participation in outdoor leisure
activities. In the first two parts, the
planning responsibilities of leaders
and guidelines for those who travel
through and camp in natural envir-
onments were outlined. In this part,
practices relating to the disposal of
human waste and rubbish and the
washing of bodies, clothes, cooking
equipment and eating utensils are
outlined:

Human Waste
(a) Use 'cat-holes' in preference

to latrines except in heavily-used
areas. If latrines are used, they
should be located well away from
water sources (fifty metres) to allow
human waste to decompose and
filter through the soil without pollut-
ing.
(b) Dig latrines to a maximum

depth of 300 mm but not deeper
than the organic soil. The latrines
should be buried before they are
50-100 mm from full. Deeper burial
prevents adequate decomposition
while shallower burial mayencour-
age animals to dig up the latrines.

(c) Cover faeces with topsoil
after each usage and compress
with foot or shovel. The soil is
necessary to ensure decomposition.
(d) Dig individual 'cat-holes'

(with trowel or heel of boot) in soil
layers with high organism popul-
ations and in areas at least fifty
metres from water sources, walking
and other tracks and the campsite.
Duff and groundcovers should be
carefully removed and a hole of
100 - 200 mm deep dug. As soil
bacteria constitute the major de-
composing agent, thefaecesshould
be mixed with soil before the duff
and groundcover is replaced.

(e) Urinate in humus areas well
away from water sources and avoid
fragile vegetation. The acidity of
urine can affect plant growth and
the salt may attract plant-eating
animals.

(f) Use single-ply white toilet

8



Girraween: Well Worth Visiting

Charles Hill

Girraween National Park is located
in SE Queensland on a sealed road
9km off the New England Highway
between Tenterfield (NSW) and
Stanthorpe. The Park is a fine
example of granite-belt country
with spectacular granite peaks and
tors, nice trees, spring wildflowers
and a pleasant creek. It is organised
for people, their recreation and
outdoor enjoyment. Two large areas
cater for car or other camping with
bushy or open spots to suit most
tastes; basic amenities include
drinking water on tap and gas warm
showers. There are nine listed walks
on tracks or marked routes (over
rock).
Audreyand I made Girraween an

overnight stop on our recent tour
north, arriving just before noon.
Several families plus two or three
parties of school age children were
camped but there was ample room.
After lunch we set off for Castle

Rock (1112m, 5.2km return). The
track climbs easily until the huge
rock complex is reached; it then
winds up amongst the rocks, in
clefts at times and eventually
emerging on the huge rounded
summit with exposure lessened by
large rocks and tors. Excellent views

Granite arch at Girraween National Park.

tempt the photographer in all direc-
tions.
My diary records that our meal

that evening was campfire grilled
chops and sausages with an entree
of hot toast.
Next morning early we delighted

in a ramble along the Granite Arch
Circuit following for some way Bald
Rock Creek which runs over flat
granite slabs, down gurgling cas-

Photo by Audrey Hill

cades and through quiet pools
suitable for swimming. The Arch is a
big egg-like rock lying across the
tops of two other similar vertical
rocks. Birds and wildflowers added
considerably to the interest.
Our only regret was that we had

not allowed a few extra days to see
more of Girraween.

New Members
The following new members are
welcomed to the Association:

Mrs R. BAILEY, Braddon; Ms Meg
BOYD, Downer; Marjorie BROWN,
Reid; Anne CASEY,Woden; Pamela
CHRISTENSEN, Duffy; Liz FOS-
TER, Belconnen;. Ian GORRIE,
Hawker; Karlis GRIGULlS, Cham-
wood; Sandra HAND, Braidwood;
Mr& Mrs L. HEMPEL-JORGENSEN
and family, Holt; Stan and Trish
JARZYNSKI, Kambah; Judy LAWS,
Fisher; Ian and Diana MACKAY and
family, Campbell; Barbara MATI-
HEWS, Ainslie; MESSERVY Family,
Farrer; Kerrie MILLGATE, Rivett;

Mrs Jenny PARMESHWAR, Lyons;
Ruth PRENDERGAST, Kaleen;
Angelika SCHAFFER, Griffith; C.R.V.
and B. A. SLOTEMAKER DE
BRUINE, Melba; Mr Maxwell
SM ITH, Kambah; Robert STEEL,
Phillip.

.
Additions to

NSW National Parks

Additions to two national parks in
south-east New.South Wales were
recently announced. ,
More than twenty thousand

, hectares have beenadde-d to Blue
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Mountains National Park. Most of
this comprises an area straddling
the Great Dividing Range and
extending from MtWerong south to
Wombeyan Caves. It includes the
upper catchment of the Abercrom-
bie River. The other addition to Blue
Mountains National Park is in the
Katoomba area.
Just over sixty-five hectares

have been added to Weddin Mount-
ains National Park. This area will be
used by the National Parks and
Wildlife Service to develop camping
and picnicking facilities.

(As reported in the National Parks
Journal, May 1987, Vo/31 NO.2.)
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Boolijah The Beautiful
Anon

Boolijah Creek (as described in NPA program) "No tracks and some rock
scrambling may be involved. Total climb of about 500 metres."

BOOLIJAH THE BEAUTIFUL ...

Seven walkers, of different capabilities
Set off across the Tea-tree blossoming plateau
to seek, and follow, Boolijah
Philip and Ray - "tigers" of the bush,
and Jan - a "tigress" of same kin,
her stride only slightly slackened
by the tiny "Tigger" that she bears;
John - an unknown, but with youth upon his side;
Steady Mary; undaunting Olive and
the slightly anxiuus plodder, Judith.

A 200 metre scramble down to the creek
held hidden dangers - loose soil and forest litter-
concealed a hole into which crashed Mary.
Later manifest by tender, stiffened knee.
Soon by the merrily rushing creek'
we hopped among the mossy covered boulders
in the shady cover of the trees

A waterfall and pool at lunch time
gave liquid 'refreshment' of envigorating potency-
for those intrepid skinny dippers.

More waterfalls - shining water
toppling over ledges to deep tranquil pools -
Fiery Bottle Brushes
sprouting from crevices near the stream -
One magical water garden succeeding another.

BEAUTIFUL
AND RUGGED ...
"At this rate" cried frustrated leader
"It'll take fourteen hours to reach our camp ... "
So, casting a last, back-downward glance
at Boolijah
We climbed to the plateau.
No easy feat this - our first test of nerves
as p.acks were hauled up rock face,
beside a tributary waterfall.

We followed
Clinging to rock and rope ...
"Try not to use the rope"
came an inexplicable instruction from above
... and with helpful push from John below, we reached the top.
Here sat Ray, cross legged, Buddah~like .
The other end of rope around his waist!

We came then, to Nature's spring-time bower;
the golden cones of Isopogon;
Mountain Devil- scarlet, spiky stiff.

Ah! what delight!
We softly brush in passing
tall sprigs of gentle Flannel Flowers,
and stop to ponder the exquisite design and delicacy
of Fringed Lily.
While here, in tumbled abandon
a mass of sunshine yellow Hibbertia
and ...
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But what's this, no time to stop and drool?

With three whirls of his imaginary whip
our leader cried "march now, until you drop".
At least, it sounded thus to some of us!
And, so saying, he "zoomed" into the distance of our vision -
That figure of untiring gait (enby!)
Scampering, scurrying, limping, we straggled behind
"If we don't stop soon" wailed one
"Someone will have to cook tea for me"
Then, pausing briefly, our leader to another said
(with sudden, sympathetic consternation)
"How you feeling, then ?"
Mumbling, apologetic, she dared complain
"My left foot's very tired ... "
"Well you've still got the other one, so you're alright"

He bounded on.
Then stopped, turned, and watched;
In the premature dusk of gathering rainclouds,
he beheld his weary walkers
"Appearing", he said "as on a catwalk, to be travelling backwards", '
"We'll make camp here" decreed with resignation.

WHAT?!
Was this the dreamed of grassy glade I

~nd fresh-chilled gushing stream?
No way! Make do with rocky platform
its little rain pools home to many tiny wrigglies!
(Cook them well with rice and you'll be none the wiser!)

and so we came to rest.
Awoken next morn by calling lyrebirds
and the pattering of rain on tent.
Able Olive and the perservering Philip
Betwixt them nurtured into life
(from damp and sodden wood)
a merry little fire to cheer us
Which we were loath to leave.

NEVERTHELESS
This resolute band strode forth
to the westerly edge of plateau
Down there, deep in bush clad valley
concealed from sight but clearly heard
gurgles Danjera Creek
hurrying to meet with Boolijah
And, up there, the craggy majestic cliffs

Lets loiter to absorb this splendid view
Across the valley floats the "Whoo Whoo" of Wonga pigeons
Mist rises in deceptive plume
Was this some camp fire smoke?
"Halloooo! is that the Canberra Bushwalkers down there? ... "
Silence ... Save the whoo-whooing Wongas
We were alone, and we alone were privileged
to steep ourselves in all this (jrandeur

Quietly impressed, we lingered on.

But walkers cannot dream forever ...

Reaching the "headland" o'looking two creek's meet
Mary and Ray of "been here, done that" fame,
soon find our route through cliff-line break.

, 11



Packs off and pass them down;
then turn, twist, crawl through Mary's so-called "Wombat hole"
one more short drop and then an easy pace
on springy sod - down. Down 400 metres of open forested spur
to that idyllic, dreamed-of, grassy glade

AT LAST/
Here, a calm reach of Boolijah
Draws again those compulsive bathers
once, more to lap and wrap them in its cool flowing folds -
BRRrrrrrrrr / ...
To set their limbs atingling - along with tingling nettle stings /

But nettles can be friends as well as foes
,To prove it so, Ray boiled a billy full of leaves
for us to savour with our lunch
A tingle for our taste buds?

The last challenge now
A short steep ascent to base of cliffs
Packs off and hoisted up by rope
dangling and banging; drawn safely to the top

While underneath stands she of "tired foot"
Do we perceive faint flutterings of "butterflies"
That could betray a certain lack of confidence?

She muses thus, perhaps?
"Must I haul myself onto that rock
wedged in that crevice there -
with pointed boulder hanging overhead . ~. ?
I guess they've be,en wedged thus, for many years /"

Oh shame / To shilly shally so,
while unhesitant and sure,
that veteran of NPA, Olive, leads the way
Two fit, sprightly legs and booted feet
seen disappearing into a crack
So, the Other follows
One final tummy squeeze through yet another hole
Then she stands tall and free;
'on top of things' in every sense;
Iightheaded, dizzy with success
she's made it -

"How you feeling now" asks leader
(He reads her like a book /)
No use to pretend
"Oh / slightly wobbly" she feigns at nonchalance.

Now seven walkers stand aloft
and gaze around, in mutual, congratulatory companionship

The camera clan click happily-
at clouds, at craggy cliffs, at John poised on the very edge,
All beams and smiles.
Someone waves a sweeping arm
points to the far plateau of our yesterday
"Look, that's where we were!"
Already reminiscing? ... what a yarn we'll have to tell .. .-

We're leaving now ...

BOOLIJAH THE BEAUTIFUL

Those on this walk (in order of appearance !) were:

Philip Gatenby (leader)
Ray Franzi
Jan Gatenby
John Grey
Mary Hoffman
Olive Buckman
Judith Webster
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Kakadu -
Sunrise from

'Jabiru Dreaming'
Charles Hill

The pre-dawn bird chorus had not
started when we rolled off ou r sleep-
ing bags at Mel Camp rear Ubirr
(Obiri) in northern Kakadu. The fire
was already going and we enjoyed
an early cuppa as the stars blazed
down. Then a short drive took us to
wetlands close to the East Alligat-
or River. Mist rose from this damp
area and the bordering forest looked
mysterious as the stars dimmed in
the faint light of the eastern sky. We
stepped warily, following a route
through light scrub at the edge _of
the forest to a large sandstone out-
lier the Aborigines called 'Jabiru
Dreaming'. We climbed up the steep
sides with then sufficient light to
see negotiable ledges and hand-
holds.

On top we selected comfortable
positions to wait for the panorama
that was to unfold. In silence we
contemplated the dimly lit land-
scape of wetlands, escarpments,
rocky outcrops and trees below us
and thought of the Aboriginal hunt-
ers over thousands of years who
had started their day from this spot.
Bird calls rose up from the lagoons
and the forest; a large flock of white
spoonbills and egrets flew past
below us, just above the trees; king-
fishers and kites dived for fish in the
lagoon; and a white breasted sea
eagle flew to a high perch overlook-
ing the scene.

Partly obscured by clouds, the
sun appeared above the ridges and
the landscape snapped into sharp
focus. The long spinifex grass on
the edges of our rocky vantage
point glowed bright gold; countless
rock cliffs were highlighted in gold, '
orange and red with deep black
shadows; and the trees came alive
as a faint breeze moved leaves in
the sun.

The sun and the clouds did not
combine to make spectacular sky
colours that morning. However, any
faint disappointment evaporated
as the strengthening light revealed
a rock spire about two hundred
metres away and standing on one
foot on the very top was a large,
beautiful jabiru - surely kinglike as
it surveyed its domain.



* * *
Serious damage to walking tracks
caused by trail riding, in national
parks around Sydney, has led to the
banning of horseriding in some
areas of these parks. On television's
'Today Show', the extent of damage
was graphically shown by a NSW
NPWS spokesman. He pointed out
that fertilisation by horse manure
has caused an increase in the pro.
liferation of weeds to the detriment
of native flora. Much of the weed
distribution is the result of seeds
being brought in on the hooves of
horses. Also a problem is the
damage done to the tracks by the
pounding of hooves. After rain,
depressions which begin as small
puddles gradually become deeper
and dry out into hardened expanses
of rough, uneven ground, thus erod-
ing the walking tracks.

***

Lord Howe Island, seven miles long
and up to one mile in width, lies in
isolation where the Coral Sea meets
the Tasman. It is dominated by the
massive Mounts Gower and Lidgbird.
Islands of Australia (Baglin & Mullins)
describes these ancient volcanic
relics as sheer-sided, almost in-
accessible mountain tops (with
photos that bear this out). No won-
der it seemed that climbing Mount
Gower would be the highlight of
Babette's recent holiday on the
island; but that was only the beginn-
ing of a memorable day. Her party.
of twelve, including a ranger, had
the unique experience on reaching
the summit of 'calling down' the
Providence Petrels, (Pterodroma
solandri), which were gliding on the
thermals. About five of these
mysterious birds plummeted
through the treetops and landed on
the rocky ground, providing a rare
treat for the onlookers. Another
unforgettable delight was to snorkel
over the Island's coral reef, the
most southerly in the world. Babette
was surrounded by brilliantly colour-
ed fish which crowded about her to
be handfed.
Note: Pterodroma solandri, also
known as Bird-of-Providence, Brown
headed or Solander's Petrel and
Bill Hill Muttonbird, was extermin-
ated on Norfolk Island within a
decade by early settlers there in
the 1790's. It now breeds only in
winter on Lord Howe Island.
(Reference, Graham Pizzey, A Field
Guide to the Birds of Australia)

* * *Judith Webster took the advice in
last December's 'Just Briefly' to
contact the Western Walking Club
during her recent visit to Perth.
Ignoring Frank Clement's warning
of that club's very early morning
starts in summer (NPA Bulletin,
June 1986), Judith met club mem-
bers at 6.30 am, and they set out on
a sociable stroll through Bicton, an
older suburb of Fremantle. Thence
along the river, finishing up at a
small riverfront park for breakfast.
All over by about 8 am or so, and still
with most of the day left for several
other activities.

***

Congratulations and best wishes,
tinged with more than a little envy,
are being received by Ray Hegarty
upon his recent retirement. We
wish him well, and extend these
good wishes to Betty Garvin who
joins the band of retirees in May. A
couple more recruits for the mid-
week walks?

Congratulations Jan and Philip,
and welcome to Andrew Paul
Gatenby. NPA walks leader of the
new generation?

dam from the path alongside it.
Incidentally, all paths around the
waterbird areas and through the
other wildlife enclosures are now
sealed. During summer, several
eggs were taken from the first clutch
laid by Magpie Geese and hatched
artificially. In addition to this, one
mother goose successfully produc-
ed five young.Whereas Cape Barren
Geese were never native to this
area and hence remain pinioned
captives at Tidbinbilla, the Magpie
Geese are free to fly anywhere at
will. Likewise, the wild ducks and
Black Swans come and go as they
please. The regular 2 pm winter
feeding of parrots, bower-birds,
choughs, etc. began in April, and
soon the supplemented food for
the kangaroos will need to be in-
creased as the pastures become
leaner. A rich reward though, awaits
anyone of us who endures the
damp and cold of the forest gullies;
Iyrebirds lay their eggs in winter,
and from May onwards, the short
bursts of song heard earlier should
extend to a full-throated repertoire.

***
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Eaten
Alive!

together with some more familiar
ones. Of special interest is a collect-
ion of skulls showing the different
kinds of teeth of plant eating and
flesh eating animals. The NBG's
Interpretation Officer, Mr Rodney
Harvey, welcomes NPA's interest in
these displays. As the present one
depicts some of the gnawing,
gnashing, chewing and chomping
which takes place in national parks,
it is to be hoped that NPAmembers
take' advantage of this excellent
display which ends on 31 August
1987. A walk along the Aboriginal
trail in the Gardens would comple-
ment this display.

Courtesy of National Botanic Gardens

***

JustBriefly-

Plants and
the animals

that eat them.

For the first time, Blue-billed Ducks
have bred at Tidbinbilla. The young
have reached adult size, but at the
time of writing this, still have their
immature plumage, which gives
them a barred brown-grey appear-
ance, with tail prominently fanned.
Usually, thefamilygroup, the young
ones already showing off their diving
talent, can be Seen on the small

Readers may recall that in last
September's 'Just Briefly', mention
was made of displays at the National
Botanic Gardens, Le.'Gardening in
Australia' and the Kakadu exhibit
which included a live Olive Python.
The current informative display has
the intriguing title of 'Eaten Alive'. It
features photographs of Australian
native plants which can be eaten by
animals (including people), and
photographs of little-known animals

r
••
I
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While the billy boils. An essential part of an NPA outing - a billy of tea. The well appointed outdoor
fireplace is at Oldfields Hut, Kosciusko National Park, Anzac weekend 1986.

Photo by Babette Scougall

It appears that pounding human
feet in hard soled walking boots are
the cause of some anxiety in the
USA There, some areas are actually
being closed to 'hard-shod' walkers.
Only those wearing soft soled, low
impact boots are being allowed to
traverse some walking trails in the
more vulnerable areas.

* * *
The Ovens Valley is one of the most
picturesque areas of north-eastern
Victoria Travellers over the Great
Dividing Range from MountHotham
descend into the tiny settlement of
Harrietville. Recently, its residents
were horrified to learn of a devas-
tating 'monster' threatening the
beauty of this important valley. The
biggest dredge in the Southern
Hemisphere, capable of digging to
a depth of sixty feet, will be operating
twenty-four hours a day to dredge
the Ovens Valley floor from Harriet-
ville downstream. After twenty years,
the joint mining venture plans to be
still upstream from the popular
resort of Bright, but reportedly has
options to continue up the Buckland
and Buffalo Rivers later. The resid-
ents have already given their opin-
ions to the Company, the Shire
Council and their State Minister for
Minerals and Energy. (In 1824, the
Ovens River was discovered by
Hume and Hovell and named after
Major John Ovens who, with Captain
MarkCurrie in 1823, had discovered
the Monaro Plains.)

***
Recipe - Wapengo Weekend,

March 14-16

Ingredients:
2 Curries
25 or so People
2-3 Days Good Weather
Walks
Swimming
Fishing
Bird Watching
Rock Pool Inspection
,Sand Flies - Optional.

Directions:
Add the Curries to the people

and mix thoroughly with all the other
ingredients. Add sightings of co-
operative birds (this recipe contains
crested shrike tit and mistletoe bird).
Then take Thompson's surf-ski
(very popular) and distribute evenly
amongst those- interested. For
variation in flavour, add the visit of

one four foot marauding lace mon-
itor.

This recipe was proved to be very
successful.

***
Another Currie Car Camp -

Tantawangalo, March 28-29

Well, whatever may have occurred
during this weekend must have
paled into insignificance beside
the drama of the Postman's Track
Exodus. The steep track is punc-
tuated at intervals by so-called 'roll-
overs' (humps constructed across
it for drainage, to help prevent
erosion). Descending to the camp-
site on Tantawangalo Creek
presents no problems, providing
vehicles gently take on the 'roll-
overs', as their name suggests.
However, since the last NPA car
camp there, work on the track has
changed it somewhat; on the way
out, the 'roll-overs' needed to be
approached with slightly more
speed than had been anticipated.
To help the drivers negotiate the
humps on the steep ascent passen-
gers evacuated the vehicles part

way up the track. Various vehicles
made it up in various fashions, but
the Vision Splendid surely must
have been 'Fat Albert', an elderly
Commer van, pushed beyond the
outer limits of its usually staid pro-
gress. With great clatter of pots and
pans in side-to-side motion, this
Trojan lurched and trundled its way
to the top, gaining the admiration of
all, and prompting the comment
from young Ben, 'Gee Mr Currie,
you're a real stunt driver!'

* * *

Heard that the Easter Bunny called
at Edrom Lodge, laden with a basket
of Curried (chocolate) eggs, and
oodles of perfect autumn weather
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Fire Management In Kakadu National Park
Val Honey

The following edited excerpt is from 'Habitat Management - Fire: part of the Australian National Parks and Wildlife
Service's draft Plan of Management - Kakadu National Park. It is presented here in response to an item in last
Sep.tember's NPA Bulleti? A paragraph in 'Just Briefly' expressed the view of a member, after visiting Kakadu, that
national parks and 'burnmg off' are incompatible.
As the approa?h of winter in southe.rn Australia brings an increase in the number of visitors to the Northern Territory

and Kak~~u Nat/~nal Park, t~e followmg extract from the draft Plan may help to explain to NPA members some of the
compleXities of fire control m this large park.

Background

The Main Fire Problem: Within the
Park there are extensive woodland
and open forest communities with a
ground cover dominated by an
annual grass, Sorghum intrans
(Spear Grass). During the wet
season this grows to a height of
about three metres. In the dry
season the grass biomass constit-
utes a large, continuous body of
highly flammable fuel and, if ignited,
may lead to widespread, hot and
highly destructive fires. Anecdotal
evidence suggests that Sorghum is
more widespread now than in pre-
European times, possibly as a result
of late dry season burns.

Traditional Fire Management: Fire
was an important management tool
for the Aboriginal people, its use
being attuned to the climate, veg-
etation and fauna. Vegetation units
were managed in different ways
according to the resources available
within them. Rainforests and
monsoon thickets were not burnt at
all, or at most burnt very lightly.
Entry of fire into rainforest was
prevented by burning around the
margins once the grass fuel was
dry enough. In this way rainforest
yams and other useful food species
were protected from the effects of
later, damaging fires.
Some areas of tall forest were

burnt every one or two years early
in the dry season, burning ending in
early August or thereabouts. Since
scorch height was low and fires
were self extinguishing in the after-
noon or evening, the habitats of
forest animals were preserved and
tree flowers which would later bear
valuable fruit were protected:
Unburnt areas could be burnt after
the early storms preceding the next
monsoon. In general, this manage-
ment was intended to exclude fires
through the period of greatest fire
intensity (usually September to
November).
Hunting areas, usually open

woodland or grassland, were burnt
throughout the year, with limited
areas burnt at anyone time. Fires

were directed into previously burnt
areas and usually went out within a
day or two. The area burnt by a
single fire generally became larger
as the season progressed. After
August, scorch was often complete
and leaf fall occurred within a few
days.
Occasionally fires would burn for

several days and enter areas where
they were not meant to go. However,
the essential concept was that fire
was neither a random nor an un-
managed variable in the environ-
ment. For Aboriginals, fire has been
a management tool which modified
or shaped the landscape and main-
tained a variety of plant communit-
ies.
Spiritual and cultural obligations

were also important, fire being vir-
tually precluded from some places
and elsewhere there was a ritual
need to burn the country before
entering it. The purification roles of
fire and smoke were, and still are in
many areas, extremely important.
European occupation, especially

in the last one hundred years, result-
ed in a reduction and redistribution
of the Aboriginal population. Con-
sequently, traditional Aboriginal
burning practices, which were
labour intensive and dependent on
mobility, were greatly disrupted.
This resulted in more extensive late
season burns.
With the development of pastoral

activities, different burning regimes
were introduced. Fire was used to
improve the pastoral productivity of
the land and to clear undergrowth
for stock mustering. Fireswere often
lit late in the dry season resulting in
extensive hot fires.
The traditional Aboriginal owners

of the Park believe that the old
regimes evolved over the millenia
should be restored. Because the
traditional use of fire maintains
ecological diversity it is appropriate
in a national park.

Fire Ecology Research: A study of
the effect of fire on woodland hab-
itats, underway for almost adecade,
has been funded in part by ANPWS.
This study recorded vegetation
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structural changes indicating a
recent increase in the frequency
and intensity of fires in tall open
forest and woodland communities.
It is suggested that further structural
degradation will continue if the
destructive, late dry season wildfires
are not checked.

Fire Safety: More people and facil-
ities in the Park highlight the risk
posed by fire to human life and
property. Public safety is a major
factor in Park management.

Previous Fire Management
Fuel Reduction: Fires lit by Park
staff early in the dry season have
been used to reduce fuel, prevent
the spread of late dry season wild-
fires, provide barriers of reduced
fuel between large blocks of unburnt
country, protect the perimeters of
escarpment areas or remote areas
of special concern and consolidate
ground burning. These fires are lit
as soon as possible early in the dry
season (May to July) to achieve
cool, low intensity fires.

Burning by Traditional Owners:
Early dry season burning is con-
ducted by Aboriginal residents
around outstation areas, for hunting
and for general management of
their lands.
Liaison is maintained to ensure

that burning both by traditional
owners and Park staff is integrated
and serves to reduce the impact of
late, high intensity fires and contin-
ues traditional burning practices.

Prevention of Fires: A program to
reduce late dry season fires has
involved providing educational
information for visitors and res-
idents, controlling visitor camp fires
and liaising with people (such as
buffalo removal contractors) who
have traditionally lit late fires ..

.Suppression of Fires: Suppression
of late dry season fires is often
extremely difficult because of poor
access, fire intensity and lack of
manpower. Experience has shown
that early detection is important in



the successful suppression of fires
and that control burning for early
fuel reduction helps considerably
with fire suppression.

Recording of Fire Histories: An
important part of fire management
in the Park is the accurate recording
of fire histories. These are obtained
using a special fire report form and
mapping using aerial observation
and Landsat imagery.

Experimental Fires: Park staff have
experimented with alternative fire
regimes to reduce the extent of
annual fires and it is considered
wet season burning reduces the
need for repeated annual fires.

The major fire fuel in lowland
forest and woodland, communities
is the annual grass Sorghum. Burn-
ing after the first rains of the wet,
when seed has begun to germinate,
destroys both the standing fuel and
new shoots. This effectively reduces
short term regeneration of the
annual grass with minimal impact
on perennial grasses (Bailey B.,
Day J. and Duggan K, in prep.).As a
result the dominance of Sorghum is
progressively reduced and the
danger of destructive wildfire ana
the need for repeated annual fires
lessened.

This burning strategy may be
useful where repeated fires are
limiting shrub and tree recruitment
and causing degradation of the
plant community and for reducing
fuel loads around assets.

Fox Creek area and Field Island
where fire has been largely absent
for many years.

Effects of Current Management:
The current management strategy
has resulted in a reduction in the
extent and severity of late dry
season fires due mainly to greater
control over fire sources and full
reduction burning early in the dry
season.

Management Prescriptions
Objectives: The general aim of fire
management is to reduce the fre-
quency, extent and intensity of wild-
fires within the Park and to protect
species and habitats particularly
sensitive to fire. To this end it is
necessary to prevent late dry season
fires entering the Park from neigh-
bouring lands and conversely the
escape of fires from the Park. Fire
management must allow for tradit-
ional Aboriginal burning practices
and protect Park assets and ensure
visitor safety. Further research into
the effects of differing fire regimes
is needed as well as education and
interpretation for the public about
the role of fire in the Park and fire
management aims.

Implementation: Early dry season
burns will be used to reduce the
impact of later fires and divide the
area into manageable units for fire
control and prevention. Perimeter

areas will be burnt to prevent fires
entering or leaving the Park.Where
appropriate, wet season burning
will be carried out to reduce the
density of Sorghum. So far as prac-
tical, areas will be set aside to be
protected from burning and the
results of this long term protection
on mid-story plant growth and
recruitment of species studied. Fire
management will vary according to
vegetation types.

Aboriginal Involvement in the Burn-
ing Program: The co-operation,
advice and participation of Aborig-
inals living in the Park will be sought
in maintaining appropriate burning
programs.

Use of Fire by Visitors: Designated
fireplaces will be provided at camp-
ing and day use areas for public
use. Any fires permitted in the open
will be subject to control.

Education: Education and inform-
ation programs about the role of
fire in Kakadu and the aims of fire
management will be further devel-
oped and will be directed to visitors,
residents and people' working in
the Park.

Reference
ANPWS, Kakadu National Park
Plan of Management, AGPS, 1986.

Research into Fire Effects: Research
programs in the Park on the effects
of fire on plant and animal species
are being conducted by the
ANPWS, CSIRO, CCNT, consultants
employed by AN PWS, and other
organisations. This research effort
is considerable and ongoing, and
will help shape future fire manage-
ment policies.

Monitoring: Monitoring fire histories
in the Park will continue as a basis
for planning and to preserve a range
of habitat types with varying fire
histories.

Identification of Communities
Requiring Particular Protection:
Special areas highly susceptible to
damage by repeated burning have
been identified and given special
protection. Typical of these are
monsoon forest patches, apatch of
the unique forked palm species
(Gronophyllum sp.) in the Flying
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COMING SOON
A MAJOR NEW BOOK ON THE ALPS

RANGE UPON RANGE: THE AUSTRALIAN ALPS
by HARRY NANKIN

An elegant, exquisitely produced full-colour collection of photographs of the
wild High Country of Victoria, New South Wales and the Australian Capital
Territory, is planned for release in September this year.

It will be a high quality book comparable to any of the magnificent volumes
celebrating the Tasmanian Wilderness Areas. The seventy-one photographs
will be complemented by a double page colour map of the region with lyrical
poems about the Alps by Chris Wallace-Crabbe, Douglas Stewart and David
Campbell, a short essay by the author and a preface by Hal Wootten,
President of the Australian Conservation Foundation.

The bookwill be available from NPAat a discount price of $36. To order in
advance of publication, thus helping to finance the project, apply to the NPA
Office.
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Hill End Historic Site is well worth a
visit, and the sooner you make your
visit, the more there will be for you
to see. Hill End was a hastily con-
structed, thriving gold mining town
in the 1870's. Many of the miners'
homes were of 'wattle and daub'
construction, which is not designed
for durability and which will rapidly
dissolve if not maintained against
intrusion by the weather. Since the
gold was exhausted and the pop-
ulation moved away, many of the
old buildings have indeed dissolved
away through neglect. However,
this same neglect served to preserve
the township and its architecture in
a relatively unchanged form, and
the town of Hill End is administered
today as a 'living museum' by the
National Parks and Wildlife Service
in conjunction with the Department
of Public Works and the Heritage
Council.
The average park ranger tends

to be more qualified in conservation
of natural values than in conserv-
ation of historic architecture. A
Workshop on Timber and Mud
Conservation was held at Hill End
on 21-23 November with a view to
furthering the understanding of
timber and mud construction among
interested persons, and to draft a
conservation policy for the timber
. and mud constructions at Hill End.
The workshop was attended by a

Red Jack trowelling the mud

Wattle and Daub

Exposed wall of wattle and daub

mixed bunch of architects, engin-
eers, NPWS personnel, NSW Herit-
age Council staff, an Australian
Heritage Commission representat-
ive, local residents, and other people
with an interest in the conservation
of vernacular architecture.
The workshop started with part-

icipants getting their hands into the
mud. Under the instruction of 'Red
Jack' Ellis, a local resident in his

Photo by Craig Allen
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Julia Trainor

Photo by.Craig Allen

70's, the participants assisted with
the construction of a timber and
mud picnic shelter in the Hill End
camping area. We were taught how
to mix the mud to the required
consistency, how to make the
framework of saplings, how to pack
in the mud, and how the mud is
trowelled to a smooth finish when it
has dried sufficiently. We were
impressed with the speed and
simplicity of this method of con-
struction. There were jobs for hands
of all sizes, and the technique would
have been ideally suited to involve-
ment by the whole family. Laterthat
day we were shown wherethe sap-
lings and mud were taken from: the
saplings were in plentiful supply
around Hill End, and Red Jack
showed us how to recognise the
right mud. The mud he showed us
was a whitish layer of topsoil which
visibly resisted erosion by forming
a 'lip' over the edge of the eroded
creek banks.
After these practical sessions

the workshop adjourned to the
Royal Hall to hear Miles Lewis give
an illustrated overview of timber
and mud construction. This is quite
an ancient technique brought to
Australia last century by new sett-
lers. The term 'wattle and daub' is
derived from the technique involving
the wattling (ie weaving) of a pliable
timber (usually hazel) to form a
frame into which mud was pushed



to form walls. The term 'wattle and
daub' is used at Hill End to refer to a
mud and timber technique where
there is no wattling involved at all.

The workshop then addressed
itself to the conservation of the
structures at Hill End. Some man-
agement briefs have been written,
but there is the perennial question
of funding. There was consensus
that stabilisation of the structures
in their present form of disrepair is
the minimum and maximum desir-
able action. The damage and erosion

has produced cross sections of
walls which reveal the interesting
variety of mud and timber construc-
tion techniques. The challenge is
then to stabilise the structures in a
way which encourages the public
to see and appreciate the buildings
without causing further damage
and eventual loss.

Congratulations to NPWS Bath-
urst District in organising such a
practical, inexpensive and reward-
ing workshop.

Small Is Possible
Judith Simondson

MAPS
show ,he way ...

As a computer operator over the
last two years I have become
acquainted with the social effects
of technology on a personal level. It
was with great interest that I read
Ross Carlton's article in the March
Bulletin titled 'The Population
Debate'. Technology is seen to be
the answer to all our problems
whether they be population issues,
economic or social. Three years
ago I read the book, Small is Beaut-
iful, by E.F. Schumacher and his
concept of economics serving
people, rather than people serving
profits, appealed to me greatly.

Schumacher died in 1977, and
George McRobie has continued on
his ideas in his book Small Is Poss-
ible. The theme of this book and
Schumacher's work, is that tech-
nologies must. be devised which
are more in harmony with people,
with the environment and less
dependent on non-renewable
sources.

Schumacher and McRobie argue
that there is a law which they termed
'the law of the disappearing middle',
or intermediate technology. This
law became apparent to Schu-
macher when he was an advisor for
the United Nationsworking in India
and Burma. In these developing
countries the technology is very
simple, whilst in the west the tech-
nology is highly complex and expen-
sive with only the big multinational
companies being able to afford it.
With an intermediate standard of
technology, or appropriate tech-
nology, work places could be set up
by more people at a cheaper price,
enabling people to move away from

congested cities, creating more
jobs and giving pe~ple .great~r
control and satisfaction In their
workplace.

In the late 1960's, in the United
Kingdom, an Intermediate Tech-
nology Development Group was
set up, initially for developing
countries, with no money, just ideas.
This group in 1981 had expanded
to 1,000 people, who are highly
qualified, working in various parts
of society on the creation of approp-
riate technology. The Intermediate
Technology Development Group
works with people from government,
business, academia and the com-
munity, capitalising on theirskills in
administration, business, commun-
ication and organisation.
Small Is Possible was published

in '1981 by Jonathon Cape of
London, and is available from the
Canberra Public Library Service.
What do NPA members think? Is it
possible to have alternatives here
in Canberra? I believe so. Canberra
is ideally situated for houses to be
built using passive solar low energy
techniques, which simply means
orienting houses to face north-east
with large expanses of glass, good
insulation, slate floors, and special
window coverings. A passive solar
house requires little or no heating
in winter. Imagine the savings in
energy, both financially and of non-
renewable resources, if we could
have no heating .bills in winter! As
well as this, the house would be
more pleasant to live in by meeting
our needs emotionally as well as
physically.
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A Snow Leopard
Den Robin°

---

A Snow Leopard.
Drawing by Badri R. Shrestha and taken from 'Visitor's Guide to Birds and Anima"s of
Sagarmatha National Park' by Mingma Norbu Sherpa.

Trekking in Nepal, especially the
route to Everest Base Camp, is now
fairly commonplace. Even in mid-
winter when the temperature falls
to around minus twenty degrees
celsius overnight at altitudes above
4000 metres, the route is well trav-
ersed by enthusiastic young and
not-so-young trekkers.
However, our
recent holiday
provided a
privilege not many
people have experienced. We saw
a Snow Leopard. The excitement
amongst the group was enormous.
It was three days before our final
ascent and to a few of us made the
achievement of making it to Gorak
Shep or Kala Pattar something of
an anti-climax.

Nearly all of us had recently read
Peter Matthiessen's classic The
Snow Leopard, about the epic jour-
ney of the author and noted zoolog-
ist George B. Schaller through the
inner Dolpo region of north west
Nepal in which they scoured the
countryside for a glimpse of such a
beast. We realised what a rare event
a sighting was. Few have been
recorded in the last twenty-five
years.

The sighting occurred during a
lunchbreak in the high (approx-
imately 4700 metres) valley of
Chhukung, which we had visited for
a couple of days for further acclim-
atisation before our final ascent.

One of the Sherpas gave the
alert, seeing the leopard only about
twenty metres from where the
Sherpas had been preparing lunch.
It was within the stone walls of
Chhukung, a summer village which
had been abandoned for the mid-
winter months by all but one small
family.

Once the leopard became the
focus of attention he moved up and
over the ridge, although relatively
slowly so that about eight of the
twelve in ourgroup, and nearlyall of
the large contingent of Sherpas
and porters, caught at least a brief
view.

The Sherpas quickly began to
pursue the big catWithin about ten
minutes the surrounding ridges
were dotted with little figures -
including several members of the

party who only a short while before
had been gasping for breath on the
trip up the high valley. The leopard
had slunk off behind some rocks
and low vegetation and was not to
be seen again.

It was the first time most of the
Nepalese people had seen a Snow
Leopard and only the second one
ever sighted by our sirdar, Ang
Dorjee Sherpa, who has been lead-
ing trekking and mountaineering
parties across the Himalaya for
seven years.

Very few reports of the Snow
Leopard have come from the
Khumbu area in recent years. The
trekking books indicate that the
species used to frequent the coun-
try between Pheriche and Labouche
which, as the crow flies, is only a few
kilometres away from Chhukung.
The book published by the King

Menendra Trust for Nature Conser-
vation Sagarmatha - Mother of the
Universe: The Story of Mt Everest
National Park des~ribes the Snow
Leopard (Panthera uncia) as'slightly
smaller than the common leopard,
with a longer tail and a coat of soft
grey to pure white, starred with pale
rosettes'.

Most of uswere not close enough'
to see the detail of the markings but
we noted the animal's size (about
one metre), and its long tail, and
spent much time subsequently
debating what colour it was. With
the sun behind it, to some of us it
appeared a pale gold, but others
claimed it was cream, or fawn.

Apparently the Snow Leopard's
habitat ranges from about 2000
metres in winter to 5500 metres in
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summer from the Hindu Kush along
the Himalaya through Tibet and
into southern China. It has large
paws but rarely weighs more than
forty-five kilograms or exceeds two
metres in length (including tail). The
leopard hunts wild sheep, tahr, deer,

" marmots, domestic cattle and even
yaks, following the migration pattern
of its prey. It mates in winter and
produces a litter of two to four cubs
in spring, although it is nearly always
seen alone. '

Its beautiful deep fur coat has
been highly prized for many years
and hunting has greatly reduced its
numbers.
Our sighting of the Snow Leopard

set off the Khumbu 'bush telegraph'.
About five days later at Tengboche
we met up with a group who had
heard at Namche (lower down)
about a group of Australians who
had seen a Snow Leopard. The
media awaited our account on
return to Kathmandu and there was
also a little scepticism in certain
quarters. We were asked a couple
of times: 'And did you see any Yetis?'
No sign ... but we did see musk

teer, tahr, the brilliant national bird
of Nepal, the Danphee or Impeyan
Pheasant, the eagle-like vulture the
Lammergeier, a marten and perhaps
a mongoose and a range of more
common birds and animals. And
lots of majestic mountains.

° Den, Geoff and Charles Robin did
a twenty-eight day trek in January-
February with a party of tweive
Australians from the village of Jiri
where the road finishes to Kala
Pettar on the Khumbu Glacier.



Field Guidetothe NativeTreesoftheA.C.T.
This pocketbook qescribes 60 species of trees of four metres or more that
are known to grow naturally within the boundaries of the ACT. It is written
for the non-specialist and has instructions on how to use a botanical key.
For easy reference it is divided into three parts - Eucalypts; Acacias and
other species, with trees that are similar placed side by side.

Each species is treated separately and is fully illustrated, with a thumbnail
map to show where authenticated specimens have been collected. A key
to all species, index and glossary are provided.

The Field Guide is useful in the neighbouring Southern Tablelands
(Goulburn, Cooma, Kosciusko National Park).

Price $4.00
(plus $1.00 to cover postage and packaging)

Produced by the National Parks Association of the Australian Capital Territory Inc,
assisted by a Heritage Grant from the

Department of Territories and Local Government.
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JUNE - Thursday 18
Greg Hayes, Reserves Biologist with the ACT Parks and Conservation Service, will present an illustrated talk on
the Murrumbidgee River Corridor in the ACT. His talk will focus on management and planning issues.

JULY - Thursday 16
Earth First, a new film on the value of Australia's rainforests, featuring the rainforests of the Daintree, Terania
Creek and South West Tasmania. Includes comments by such people as Paul ErliCh, Len Webb, Norman Myers,
Heinz Ellenberg, Neville Wran and Martin Tenni. Narrated by Jack Thompson. Made by a team from Nimbin. 54
minutes. Trevor Ellis, who edited the film, will give an introductory talk.

AUGUST - Thursday 20
Annual General Meeting. In keeping with tradition we will show slides of member's activities during the past
year, and as usual we can expect to be treated to slides of beautiful scenery an'd unspoiled wilderness. This
year we ask members to contribute, by way of contrast, a few additional slides which show the impact of various
recreational activities on the natural areas we visit. Please contact Julia Trainor by the July meeting (sixteenth)
if you have any slides or prints you wish to show at the AGM.



2 August - Sunday Walk (B/C)
Orroral Rocks/Orroral Ridge

Ref: Corin Dam 1:25000
Leader: Neville Esau 864176
Meet at KambahVillage Shops 0830. Awalk to a prominent
rock outcrop above Orroral Valley (758593). No tracks.
Good views of Namadgi National Park.A 15 km round trip
with a 400 metre climb. 100 km drive.

8/9 August - Pack Walk (1)
Rendezvous Creek

Ref: Rendezvous Creek 1:25 000
Leader: Di Thompson 886084
An easy walk from Orroral Valley to Rendezvous Creek. A
base camp will allow further exploration without packs
down this scenic valley. Suitable for families and beginners.
Contact leader for details. 100 km drive.

9 August - Sunday Walk (B/C)
Billy Billy Rocks

Ref: Corin Dam, Tidbinbilla 1:25 000
Leader: Syd Comfort 86 2578
Meet at corner of Eucumbene Drive and Cotter Road
0830. Billy Billy Rocks are an outstanding granite outcrop
with extensive views over Tidbinbilla. It is planned to
approach them from the Tidbinbilla side giving an ascent
of 620 metres and a distance of 16 km. 60 km drive.

12 August - Wednesday Walk (A)
Murrumbidgee Corridor/Uriarra Forest

Ref: ACT 1:100 000
Leader: Robert Crutwell 81 3100
Meet at corner of Eucumbene Drive alld Cotter Road
0930. A pleasant walk on good tracks overlooking the
Murrumbidgee.

15/16 August - Pack Walk (1/3)
Folly Point

Ref: Endrick 1:25000, CMW Budawangs
Leader: Les Pyke 81 2982
Contact leader for details of this walk in the northern
Budawangs. Excellent views over the Clyde River Gorge.
300 km drive.

16 August - Sunday Walk (A)
Marble Arch/Big Hole Ref: Kain 1:25 000
Leader: Ross Carlton 863892
Meet at Canberra Railway Station 0730. A pleasant walk
through open forest along tracks and fire trails, and a
paddle across the Shoalhaven River. A 10 km walk and a
180 km drive.

22 August - Saturday Walk (AlB)
Currowan Falls Ref: Braidwood 1:100000
Leader: Kevin Totterdell 81 4410
Meet at Braidwood swimming pool 0830. A 30 km drive
from Braidwood to the falls with a 1 hour walk, partly on
track to top of falls. Ashort scramble to top but steep climb
to the bottom for those who wish to take in the sights.

23 August - Sunday, President's BBQ
Pierces Creek Ref: ACT 1:100 000
Leader: President
Come to Pierces Creek beyond the Cotter and bring BBQ
lunch and some hardwood for fire. Short walks. Watch for
the NPA signs.

30 August - Sunday Walk (B/C)
Mt Gudgenby Ref: Yaouk 1:25 000
Leader: Margus Karilaid 824118
Meet at Kambah Village Shops 0830. A 20 kmwalk with a
gradual tiUUmetre ascent and a rapid descent. Almost no
tracks, superb views over Namadgi National Park and the
possibility of snow. 110 km drive.

5/6 September - Pack Walk (2)
Naas Creek Ref: Colinton 1:25 000
Leader: Jack Smart 48 8171
Contact leader before Wednesday for details of this walk
from the car park to Shanahans Mtn,down Reedy Creek to
Naas Creek. Steep climbs involved. 130 km drive.

Advance Walk Notice
Spring 1988
The Flinders Ranges
Anyone interested in walking in this area contact Outings
Convenor.

Aims and Objects of the Association

Promotion of national parks and of measures for the
protection of fauna and flora, scenery and natural
features in the Australian Capital Territory and else-
wh~re, and the reservation of specific areas.

Interest in the provision of appropriate outdoor re-
creation areas.

Stimulation of interest in, and appreciation and enjoy-
ment of, such natural phenomena by organised field
outings, meetings or any other means.

Co-operation with organisations and persons having
similar interests and objectives.

Promotion of, and education for, nature conservation,
and the planning of land-use to achieve conservation.

POINTS TO NOTE

New faces to lead, new places to go!
Please help to keep our Outings Program aiive by
volunteering to lead a walk occasionally.
Contact Walks Convenor Ian Haynes on 51 4762 (h).

* * * * * *
All persons joining an outing of the National Parks
Association of the A.C.T. do so as volunteers in all
respects and as such accept sole responsibility for any
injury howsoever incurred and the National Parks
Association of the A.C.T.,its office bearers andappointed
leaders are absolved from any liability in respect of any
injury or damage suffered whilst engaged in any such
outing.

* * * * * *
The Committee suggests a donation of FIVEcents per
kilometre (calculation to nearest dollar) be offered to
the driver by each passenger accepting transport.
Drive and walk distances quoted in the Program are for
approximate return journeys.

* * * * * *

OUTINGS PROGRAM
June- September 1987

OUTINGS GUIDE
Day Walks - Carry lunch, drinks & protective clothing
Pack Walks - Two or more days, carry all food and camping

requirements. CONTACT LEADER BEFORE
WEDNESDAY.

Car Camps - Often limited or no facilities. Vehicles taker
to site can be used for camping. BOOKWITH
LEADER EARLY.

Other activities include Nature Rambles, Field Guide Studies,
Ski Tours, Snow Crafts, Tree Maintenance and other projects.

DAYWALKS - GRADING
A Up to 15 km,mainlyon tracks or forest roads, relatively

flat terrain or shorter distances through trackless open
bushland.

B Up to 20 km, mainly on tracks or shorter walks through
trackless open bush.

C As for 'B' may include rougher terrain, Le.heavy scrub,
rock hopping or scrambling or steep terrain.

D Up to 30 km, relatively easy terrain or less over track-
less or steep terrain.

PACK WALKS - GRADING
1 Up to 14 km a day over relatively easy terrain.
2 Up to 20 km a day, may involve long ascents.
3 As tor '2' may include rougher terrain, ie,heavy scrub,

rock hopping or scrambling'.
4 Strenuous long distance or much steep climbing 01

very difficult terrain.
5 Exploratory in an area unfamiliar to the leader.
Additional information will be contained in the actual walk~
programme. If necessary contact leader.



4 to 9 June - Queen's Birthday Weekend Car Camp
Bournda Ref: Eden Project Map
Leaders: Joan and Ray Hegarty 81 3973
Camp at Bournda State Recreation Area on the shores of
Wallagoot Lake. Beach and forest walks and canoeing.
Contact leaders early for details as numbers are limited.
400 km drive.

6/7/8 June- Queen's BirthdayWeekend Pack Walk (213)
Maloneys Beach - Meroo Point

Ref: Nelligen, Durras, Kioloa, Tabourie 1:25000
Leader: Reg Alder 54 2240
A 60 km walk along the coastal headlands and beaches,
filling in the gaps of the coast you have not done but would
like to. If lake entrances are open pack swimming will be
necessary. An early start required because of car shuffle.
Contact leader before Wednesday. 400 km drive.

7 June - Sunday Walk (C)
Mt McKeahnie

Ref: Corin Dam, Rendezvous Creek 1:25 000
Leader: Philip Gatenby 54 3094
Meet at Kambah Village Shops at 0700. A walk along the
Cotter Hut Road then through scrub up Mt McKeahnie.
Return via Orroral Valley. Total distance of over 20 km and
a 650 metre climb. 100 km drive. Not for beginners.

13 June - Saturday Walk (A)
Duffy Pines Ref: ACT 1:100000
Leader: lIIIargaret Aston 887563
Meet at corner of Eucumbene Drive and Cotter Road at
1300 for this 5 km ramble through pine forest and open
country west of Duffy. Bring afternoon tea.

14 June - Sunday Walk (A)
Boboyan Trig Ref: Yaouk 1:25 000
Leaders: Reg Alder 542240, Charles Hill 958924
Meet at Kambah Village Shops 0900. Come and enjoy a 4
km walk over the Association's new Yerrabi Track to
Boboyan Trig. Make it a social day while looking over all
the main features of Namadgi from 1459 metres, with only
a 150 metre climb on a graded track. 110 km drive.

14 June - Sunday Walk (A)
Mt Ainslie

Ref: ACT 1:100000, Canberra Street Map
Leader: Gary Schneider
Meet in car park at rear of War Memorial 1000. Come with
the family for a stroll around Mt Ainslie. Bring lunch,
cameras and binoculars and wander along the graded
tracks.

17 June - Outings Subcommittee Meeting
21 Roberts Street, Macquarie
Leader: Ian Hayr.es 51 4762
Meet at 1930 with ideas and details of outings for Septem-
ber, October and November.

18 June - Thursday Walk (A)
Old Yarralumla - The Dreaming Suburb

Ref: Canberra Street Map
Leader: Allan Mortlock 81 2335
'He went through the wet wild woods waving his wild tail,
and walking by his wild lone. But he never told anybody.'
(Kipling, The Cat that Walked by Himself)
Meet at Yarralumla Shops (corner Novar and Bentham
Streets) 1000. A 2 hour walk taking in some little known
points of interest: West ridge House (CSIRO National
Bushfire Research Unit) and CSIRO Forestry Research. At
CSIRO short talks on the interesting work done by these
people have been arranged. Picnic lunch (weather permitt-
ing) at conclusion of walk.

20/21 June - Pack Walk (1)
Corang Cascades Ref: Corang 1:25 000
Leader: Robert Story 81 2174
Contact leader by Wednesday for details of this less
strenuous walk to the Corang Cascades which will take 3
hours to the site. Approximately 300 km drive.

20 June - Saturday Walk (A)
Eucalyptus sieberi Ref: Corin Dam 1:25 000
Leader: Peter Ormay 51 2428
Meet at corner of Corin and Tidbinbilla Roads 1000. A5 km
walk to look at the most westerly occurrence of E.sieberi in
the Southern Highlands and also at the possible location
of Casuarinalittoralis. 110 km drive.

20 June - Saturday Walk (B/C)
Sams Creek Ref: Yaouk 1:25000
Leader: Frank Clements 31 7005
Meet at Kambah Village Shops 0800. Walk to Sams Creek
via NaasCreek fire trail, then to saddle NWof Mt Gudgenby,
returning along Bogong Creek. Steep 300 metre climb.
Not for beginners. 110 km drive.

21 June - Sunday Walk (A)
Blue Range - Uriarra Forest

Ref: Cotter Dam 1:25 000
Leader: Robert Crutwell 81 3100
Meet at corner of Eucumbene Drive and Cotter Road0930
for a 10 km forest walk through native bush of Uriarra
Forest in the Blue Range area, mostly along contours. 30
km drive.

27 June - Saturday Walk (A)
Lake George Ref: ACT 1:100 000
Leader: Betty Campbell 81 1711
Meet in Bungendore at coast road junction at 1030.
Gentle local walk along Lake George foothills, with bird
watching. Bring lunch. 80 km drive.

27 June - Saturday Walk (C)
Eastern Scabby Range Ref: Yaouk 1:25 000
Leader: Philip Gatenby 54 3094
Meet at Kambah Village Shops 0700. Awalk of over 20 km
from Boboyan Pine Forest to a nameless peak (714417)
north of Mt Gudgenby. Mostly through scrub with a total
climb of about 750 metres. 110 kmdrive. Not for beginners.

28 June - Sunday Walk (B/C)
Tidbinbilla Peak/Camel Ridge .

Ref: Tidbinbilla 1:25 000
Leader: Olive Buckman 488774
Meet at corner ot Eucumbene Drive and Cotter Road
0830. A 14 km walk through scrub to Tidbinbilla Peak,
along ridge to Camel Ridge and down a fire trail to the cars.
680 metre climb. 70 km drive.

4/5 July - Beginners' Pack Walk (1)
Hidden Valley Ref: CMW Budawangs
Leader: Ian Haynes 51 4762
Contact leader early for details of this 16 km pack walk into
the northern Budawangs. Pass through rainforest, visit the
'Aboriginal' stone arrangement, climb Mt Sturgiss and
view the Pagoda Rocks.

4 July - Saturday Walk (C)
McKeahnie Trig Ref: Corin Dam 1:25 000
Leader: Charles Hill 958924
Meet in Kett Street beside Kambah Village Shops 0830.
Strenuous 8 kmwalk to good 1500 metre viewpoint; rocky
and forested rough terrain, no tracks, 450 metre climb. 100
km drive.

5 July- Sunday Walk (A)
Rendezvous Creek

Ref: Rendezvous Creek 1:25 000
Leader: Beverley Hammond 886577
Meet at Kambah Village Shops 0830. A 12 kmwalk across
open paddocks to the Aboriginal painting above Rendez
vous Creek. 90 km drive.

8 July - Wednesday Walk (AlC)
Red Hill Ridge Ref: Canberra Street Map
Leader: Charles Hill 958924
Meet in sports car park Flinders Way (opposite Hayes Cr)
1000. A pleasant 10 km walk on tracks and some rough
grass, climbing Red Hill and Davidson summits. Altitude
gain 250 metres in stages. Excellent views. Can be short-
ened. 5 km drive.

11/12 Ju Iy - Ski Weekend
Island Bend Ref: Kosciusko 1:100000
Leader: Garth Abercrombie 81 4907
Contact leader early for details of this ski weekend in the
Island Bend area. Final venue depends on snow conditions.

18 July - Saturday Walk (B/C)
Pyramid Ref: Corin Dam, Tidbinbilla 1:25 000
Leader: Graham Guttridge 31 4330
Meet in Kett Street beside Kambah Village Shops 0830. A
walk in the Gibraltar Falls area to the Pyramid. 100 km
drive.

19 July - Sunday Walk (A)
Brandy Flat Hut Ref: Michelago 1:25 000
Leader: Shirley Lewis 95 2720
Meet at Kambah Village Shops 0900 for a pleasant 10 km
walk from Glendale on a fire trail over undulating terrain,
with lunch at Brandy Flat Hut. 80 km drive.

21 July - Tuesday Half Day Walk (AlB)
Black Mountain Ref: Canberra Street Map
Leaders: Ken Johnson 485979, Sheila Kruse 486104
Action Bus Route 904 departs Jolimont Centre (Bay 8)
1300 for Telecom Tower Black Mountain. Car drivers park
in Botanic Gardens car park and board bus at Botanic
Gardens Bus Stop. Walk down north ridge of Black Mount-
ain (first a steep rocky track, then a footpath through open
eucalypt forest) and through a back entrance to the
Botanic Gardens.

25 July - Saturday Ski
Kiandra Ref: Tantangara 1:100000
Leader: Neville Esau 864176
Contact leader early for details of this skiing day in the
Kiandra area. Final venue depends on snow conditions.

26 July - Sunday Walk (A/C)
Yankee Hat

Ref: Yaouk, Rendezvous Creek 1:25 000
Leader: Gary Thompson 886084
Meet at Kambah Village Shops 0830. This 14 km walk
begins on fire trails from the pine forest, climbs 500 metres
through scrub with some rock scrambling to the Yankee
Hat peaks. 110 km drive.

112 August - Ski Weekend
Kiandra Ref: Tantangara 1:100000
Leader: Nick Gascoigne 51 5550 (h), 462167 (w)
Contact leader early as numbers are limited. A chance to
brush up on the basics. Car camp below the snow line.



TRACK
TO

THE

TRIG

YERRABI

BOBOYAN

'""/' I

/' \~
'-...., ,-,
----.f

NAMADGI NATIONAL PARK

A magnificent 3600 panorama, including the high
peaks of the southern part of the Australian
Capital Territory, opens up from the top of th is
1459 metre peak.

The Yerrabi Track provides easy access to
Boboyan Trig, with areturn distanceof nearly four
kilometres. About two hours should be allowed
to enjoy the scenery and bush surroundings at a
leisurely pace.

Boboyan Trig is one of the best, most readily
accessible vantage points in Namadgi National
Park.

The Gudgenby Rangeand Mt Kelly from Tor Viewpoint
Photo RegAlder

If you would like to become more involved in bushwalking in the
Park and in nature conservation issuesof the ACT generally, you
could join the National Parks Association of the ACT. It is one of
the largest conservation organisations of the ACT, formed in 1960
with the aim of obtaining 'a national park for the national capital'.

The National ParksAssociation hasamembership approaching 800
and a busy program of weekend and weekday walks, camps, nature
rambles, practical conservation projects, such as a tree planting
program and restoration work on one of the historic century old
homesteads within Namadgi, public education activities, political
lobbying for the preservation of natural areasand regular monthly
meetingswith films, discussionsand/or guest speakers.

NATIONAL PARKS ASSOCIATION
OF THE ACT

AN ALPINE NATIONAL PARK

WALKING IN NAMADGI NATIONAL PARK

1987 Heritage Week walkers are shown points of interest from
Boboyan Trig Photo RegAlder

It is hoped that all who walk along the track enjoy the experience
of being near the hub of Namadgi National Park. The park covers
94 000 ha, including most of the high alpine country of the ACT
and the only extensive areas with a sub-alpine climate and snow
cover in winter. Its southern boundaries join Kosciusko National
Park and it forms part of the alpine parks in NSW and Victoria
known as the Australian Alps National Parks.The governments of
the ACT, NSW and Victoria are developing co-operative arrange-
ments to ensure compatible management strategies across Austra-
lia's alpine region.
Namadgi contains the catchments of the Gudgenby, Naasand Cotter
Rivers, clear streams,granite peaks, forested ridges, valleys, swamps
and meadows supporting a rich variety of natural communities.

Stone arrangements, rock paintings, tool manufacturing sites and
scatters and camp sites are part of the Aboriginal heritage of the
Park, while the story of European exploration and settlement is
told by the various historic huts and homesteads, ruins, historic
routes and the pattern of vegetation clearing.

Yerrabi, meaning walk, has been taken from the languageof the
Aboriginal Ngunawal people who used to visit the high peaks for
their annual Bogongmoth feast.

After completing the Yerrabi Track, you may feel inclined to see
more of Namadgi. Another two hour vyalking track starts from the
eastern side of the Boboyan Road, four kilometres south from the
Yerrabi Track. It climbs Shanahans Mountain and from the top
there are extensive views over the NaasValley to Mt Clear and the
south-eastern corner of the ACT. The beginning of the track is
clearly signposted. The Information Centre at Glendale can give
more information about other walking tracks.

For further information, pleasecontact :-

The Secretary, National ParksAssociation of the ACT,
GPO Box 457, Canberra ACT 2601

or telephone 571063

Typeset DY BELCONNEN TYPFSE'ITlNG - 4 Saw Place, Macgregor, ACf.
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'BLAZING; THE TRACK

Continuing over the top, stone cairns mark the route
down through a rock crevice to an extensive granite
platform. This a good place to picnic, take photographs
and admire the view of most of our National Park.
Particular care should be taken when walking over wet
moss.

The Yerrabi Track was established by members of the
National Parks Association of the ACT in autumn 1987.
It is a low impact track, but nevertheless one which is
expected to prove very popular in providing a grandstand
view of Namadgi National Park.

The National Parks Association has led several Heritage
Week walks to Boboyan Trig, the first being in April
1983 to show the beauty of the National Park and to
point out the effects of the bushfire which raged
through the area in January 1983. The area through
which you will walk was ravaged by the fire and
practically all the area to the west was severely burnt.

The track was formed in consultation with the ACT
Parks and Conservation Service which managesNamadgi
National Park.

THE TRACK
The Yerrabi Track starts on the western side of the
Boboyan Road section of the route from Canberra to
Adaminaby, nine kilometres south from where the bitu-
men ends at the third Gudgenby River crossing. A sign-
post marks its beginning.

If the parking area is full, vehicles are safest parked well
against the verge on the western side of the road.

The track begins with a 50 metre descent on a gradual
slope to a grassy swamp. This swamp, present even in
times of severedrought, is formed through water draining
from adjoining high areas. The thin tree cover is due in
part to water logging and in part to heavy frosts caused
by the drainage of cold air from the same high areason
still winter nights lodging in this relatively flat locality.

The track crosses Little Dry Creek over some logs and
then climbs 150 metres steadily through an open
eucalypt forest to the rocky top of Boboyan. From here
the various features of the landscape may be identified
from the panoram ic sketches contained in th is leaflet.
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