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From the President 
Our bushlands are under threat! The 
blame game for the consequences of the 
bushfires is in full swing. This reflects 
our society's increasing tendency to 
seek litigation for any personal injury 
and loss. It seems we are averse to 
taking responsibility for our own 
choices. In the end we will all pay; our 
quality of life will be negatively 
impacted if the courts' decisions reflect 
society values based on greed and lack 
of personal responsibility. 

Most Canberrans choose to live here 
because it is the bush capital, because 
we are surrounded by trees and shrubs. 
As a consequence, flocks of raucous 
honeyeaters and colourful parrots and 
occasional robins and raptors pass 
through and over our gardens. It is so 
easy to escape work pressures and find 
peace and tranquillity in the surrounding 
bushland, especially Namadgi National 
Park, the jewel in our rich crown of 
nature parks and reserves. That is why 
we stay in Canberra rather than move to 
more traditional seaside urban centres of 
brick and bitumen, isn't it? 

Recently I read a contemporary 
account of the Januaryl939 bushfires in 
the ACT and I had to check several 
times to see that it wasn't actually an 
account of the January 2003 fires I was 
reading. Spooky! My own father fought 
those fires in 1939, exhorted with 
hundreds of others to leave work in the 
public service to help protect life and 
property in the ACT. In 1952 
Canberrans were again threatened as the 
fires swept over Red Hill driven by hot 
NW winds. Grazing lands that are now 

Duffy, Chapman, Deakin and 
Yarralumla burned. Familiar isn't it, 
except that then thousands of livestock 
grazing in the bush were killed too. 

Both of these earlier extreme fires 
followed bad droughts. We are now 
experiencing perhaps the worst drought 
on record and have suffered the worst 
urban fire damage since Canberra was 
founded in 1927. The onset of a severe 
drought ought to trigger our increased 
preparations for inevitable bushfires. 
Monitoring systems now exist to detect 
and pinpoint lightning strikes within 
seconds, satellite remote sensing tools 
enable real time mapping of fires, aerial 
bombardment has the potential for 
dowsing bushfires quickly. Engineers 
can provide solutions to ensure houses 
at the urban/bush interface are fire 
resistant. 

Neglecting the lessons of history is 
no excuse for blaming the bush. 
Namadgi National Park was not gazetted 
until 1984 and it hasn't changed much 
since then: at least there were no stock 
killed there this time around. 
Technology holds the key to protecting 
our society next time we are threatened, 
without having to destroy the remnant 
8 per cent of native woodlands that have 
so far survived the axe in Australia. 

Ensuring the conservation of our 
native flora and fauna is at the heart of 
all NPAs' goals. To this end, NPA ACT 
members have been busy, both assisting 
the Parks and Wildlife rangers' recovery 
efforts in Namadgi and the reserves, and 
writing submissions to the multitude of 
bushfire inquiries. Martin Chalk as 

coordinator of the volunteers has 
developed a work program with Parks 
and Wildlife. He reports that more than 
500 rabbit burrows were mapped in the 
Orroral Valley alone and added to a 
database for future Parks and Wildlife 
control. Despite very tight time frames, 
Clive Hurlstone guided development of 
a joint submission with the Conservation 
Council to the McLeod inquiry, and 
wrote a brief response in dot-point form 
to the ACT Recreation Strategy inquiry. 
Eleanor Stodart and Clive are putting 
finishing touches to a report on remnant 
bushland commissioned by Environment 
ACT. 

Syd Comfort and his team keep our 
high quality Bulletin going, and now we 
have an email newsletter to complement 
the Bulletin thanks to our newest 
Committee member and editor Judy 
Kelly. Chris Emery has upgraded the 
office computer systems and our 
membership database has been updated 
by David Large, Annette Smith and 
others. Adrienne Nicholson, Kay 
Campbell and others lend a frequent and 
unheralded hand to smooth our way. 

Future tasks in addition to the 
volunteer work trips and ongoing 
inquiries, include boosting membership 
and documenting NPA ACT policies. 
The committee has also agreed to 
document a history of the association. 
We thank all these active members and 
urge more members to give them and the 
Committee every assistance. 

Kevin McCue 

National Parks Association of the ACT Inc. 

Notice of Annual General Meeting 

All members of the association are invited to attend the Annual General Meeting to be held at the 
Uniting Church Hall, O'Connor 

at 8 : 0 0 pm on Thursday 2 1 August 2 0 0 3 

The business is: 
Minutes of the 2 0 0 2 AGM Appointment of auditor 
President's report Election of office-bearers and Committee 
Financial report Any other business 

Members are reminded that all office-bearer and Committee positions become vacant at the AGM, and that 
nominations for the ensuing year are welcome. 

David Scott, Namadgi Management Plan Coordinator, will be the guest speaker. 



Association news 
Death of Murray Dow 
It is with sadness that we record that 
Murray, a former member of the 
association, died on 17 March 2003. 
Murray, who led and participated in 
many walks in the mid 90s, will be 
remembered as a knowledgeable and 
dedicated walker. He also published a 
series of walk guides in the Canberra 
Times about that time. Members extend 
their sympathy to his family. 

Welcome back, Judy 
It is with great pleasure that we note that 
Judy Kelly, previously Secretary of the 
association, has rejoined the Committee. 
Readers will recall that in the March 
issue of the Bulletin she contributed an 
outstanding article on her close brush 
with the January fires in Kosciuszko 
National Park. 

Committee proposals 
Kevin McCue outlined to the May 
general meeting the Committee's 
intention to follow through two new 
proposals. One is to compile a history of 
the association and the other is to 
prepare a set of policy statements which 
reflects the NPA's view on relevant 
issues. These will be addressed after the 
commitments to the pressing current 
issues have been met. 

Exhibitions at Namadgi Visitor 
Centre 
Namadgi National Park Visitor Centre is 
seeking expressions of interest from 
people who wish to exhibit their artwork 
at the centre. This offer is open to all 
forms of artwork that have a connection 
with our local history and natural 
environment. It may be remembered that 
members Reg Alder and Martin Chalk 
have had very fine exhibitions of their 
photography in the centre. 

Further information about this offer 
is available by phoning Lisa Mcintosh 
or Jenny Balderson on 6207 2900. 

Corrections to March Bulletin 
In Judy Kelly's article Siesta, smoke and 
a quick escape it is Pretty Plain not 
Pretty Plains. Judy had corrected this in 
her second draft but the first draft won 
through. 

In Reg Alder's article Our 0 1 ' Man 
River the second line of the centre 
column should read Tantangara not 
Eucumbene as printed. This was an 
editing error. 

Email newsletter launched 
April saw the first issue of an 
association newsletter which it is 
planned to distribute monthly by e-mail 
to members with e-mail addresses. The 
intention is to send the newsletter out a 
few days before each monthly general 
meeting so that it may also serve to 
remind members about the meetings. 

The newsletter aims to supplement 
the Bulletin by providing a timely notice 
of events and happenings that the 
Bulletin, with its quarterly routine, 
cannot cover. It will provide information 
on recent events, perhaps notes on 
correspondence such as responses to 
reports, and notices about coming events 
and planned work parties. 

Judy Kelly who has taken on the task 
of compiling the newsletter, Burning 
Issues, says that there has been a good 
response to the fust issue and that she 
would welcome further feedback and 
suggestions. This is an evolving process, 
she says, which it is hoped will continue 
to develop to meet the needs of 
members. 

I am sure that members welcome this 
initiative and wish Judy well as she 
pursues it. 

Syd Comfort 

Some ACT Budget outcomes 
At the May general meeting the 
President, Kevin McCue, drew attention 
to the following items in the 2003-4 
budget that have particular relevance to 
environmental issues: 
• $ 1.6m over four years ($0.64 in 2003-

4) to protect and restore grassy 
woodlands in previously cleared areas. 
This will allow the filling of two new 
ranger positions. 

•Ensure recovery of the ACT's natural 
areas after the bushfire: $700 000 in 
2003-4 for restoration and 
rehabilitation of 250km of fire 
suppression trails and walking trails in 
national parks. 

• $130 000 over two years ($100 000 in 
2003-4) to develop a post bushfire 
recreation restoration strategy. 

• $250 000 in 2003-4 for weed 
suppression in areas including 
Canberra Nature Park, Namadgi 
National Park and Tidbinbilla Nature 
Reserve. 

• $lm over three years ($500 000 in 
2003-4) for fire fuel management in 
Canberra Nature Park (CNP) OR 
$250 000 for fire fuel management in 
CNP and $80 000 to employ and 
additional bushfire officer on a twelve 
month contract. 

Grants will be made available to 
community groups for initiatives linked 
to bushfire recovery priorities. 

Email addresses 
Committee member Chris Emery asks 
members with email addresses to check 
that the address held by the association 
is current. The best check is to note if 
the new monthly newsletter, Burning 
Issues, has been received. If not, your 
email details could be notified through 
npaact@bigpond.com . 

Vote taken on constitution 
The March 2003 Bulletin contained a 
notice of the intention to put to the May 
general meeting of the association a 
resolution that is required by the NPA 
ACT constitution. This requirement is 
that the association nominate another 
association or authority in which it is to 

vest its surplus property in the event of 
the dissolution or winding up of the 
association. 

On the recommendation of the 
Committee, the May general meeting 
passed the following resolution: 

The National Parks Association 

of the ACT Inc nominates the 
National Parks Association of 
NSW Inc to be the organisation 
to which the assets of the 
association should be 
transferred in the event of the 
dissolution of the association. 

mailto:npaact@bigpond.com


Inspection tour of Namadgi 
During the record February general 
meeting of the NPA, a large number of 
members offered their assistance in the 
rehabilitation of Namadgi National Park 
(NNP). Subsequent to this meeting, six 
members have volunteered their time to 
act as coordinators of this work force. 
On April 11 these coordinators, plus 
some committee members, accepted an 
offer from NNP management to 
participate in a vehicular tour of some of 
the burnt areas of NNP. The aim of the 
tour was to gain a personal impression 
of the tasks that lay before us as an 
organisation. 

The tour commenced from the 
Visitors Centre and moved along Apollo 
Road to the Honeysuckle Camp Ground. 
The camping area was remarkably 
lucky, not only was it spared any 
damage, but only minor evidence exists 
of the fire. However, the cuttings along 
Apollo Road are very unstable. With 
little vegetation to bind the soil, the 
large boulders are precariously balanced 
and just waiting for rain to encourage 
their fall onto the road. Although 
stabilisation works are underway, the 
area is still extremely dangerous and is 
likely to remain so for some months. 

The tour then moved along the link 
road to the Orroral Valley. The 
complete ridge between Honeysuckle 
and Orroral is burnt but is showing good 
signs of recovery. Both sides of the 
Orroral Valley are burnt above the tree-
line—the predominant colour being 
brown. The valley floor was also burnt 
but new grass has obscured most of the 
signs of fire. 

The Orroral Camp Ground remains 
closed, as it suffered some intense 
burning. The majority of the trees are 
recovering but are still shedding 
branches. The entire area is now 
covered in 'furry trees'. 

From Orroral the group moved south 
to the Mount Clear Camp Ground. The 
forest along the Old Boboyan Road has 

Kevin McCue ponders the track work on Million Dollar Hill. Photo Martin Chalk 

been burnt to varying degrees—some 
areas are untouched while others are as 
badly burnt as anywhere in the park. The 
access road to the Mount Clear Camp 
Ground was used as a fire break—one 
side is devoid of undergrowth and the 
other comprises eerily virginal bush. 

From the camp ground the tour 
moved on to Horse Gully Hut for a self-
catered lunch in green and lush 
surroundings. The only signs that the 
fire has been in the area are the 
bulldozer marks on the ground. 
However, from here on perceptions 
were drastically changed. 

The hitherto little-used track from 
Horse Gully Hut to the top of The Clear 
Range is now open, precipitous and 
replete with roll-overs. This track was 
used by the Rural Fire Service in the 10 
days following January 18 as the fire 
threatened Michelago. The track gains 
the top of The Clear Range near an 
unremarkable hill that was used as the 
last line of defence during the fire 
fighting. Now dubbed Million Dollar 
Hill, the track-work and clear 

demarcation between burnt and unburnt 
forest demonstrate the resources put into 
the fire fighting effort at this location. 
Repair of the tracks will require heavy 
machinery and time. Given the nature 
and location of this work, NNP 
management do not feel that it would be 
appropriate for a volunteer work force. 

With the conclusion of the 
inspection tour the NPA and NNP 
management identified a number of 
tasks that would be suitable for 
volunteers to either run or participate in. 
These range from surveys to clean-up 
and repair work. If you would like to be 
involved in any restoration activities, 
please contact one of the NPA 
coordinators listed below: 

Martin Chalk 6292 3502(h) 
after 7:30pm 

Mike Smith 6286 2984 (h) 

Lorraine Crawley 6288 5781 (h) 

Martin Chalk 

2003-4 SUBSCRIPTIONS DUE 
A renewal form for association membership is 

enclosed with this Bulletin. 

Why not complete it now? 
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'Australia Burning' — the future of fire 
Association members Clive 
Hurlstone and Rod Griffiths 
attended a fire forum held at the 
ANU on 19-20 February 2003. 
In this article Rod reports on the 
forum. 

Little did the organisers of this forum 
realise how relevant it was going to be 
to the Bush Capital when the original 
planning commenced many months 
before the summer of 2002-03. In the 
aftermath of the Canberra bushfires, 
public interest in the forum suddenly 
doubled and the organisers had to find a 
bigger venue. 

In a climate of political opportunism, 
here was a gathering of broad expertise. 
It was just what was needed to provide a 
foundation to considered debate on the 
lessons to be learned from this summer's 
fires. It was a shame that Wilson Tuckey 
and Kate Carnell weren't able to attend! 
Here was a gathering of speakers 
ranging from fire ecologists to 
criminologists to socio-psychologists, 
from academics to forest managers and 
park rangers. Packed into the two days 
were ten key speakers and a further 
twenty expert panelists addressing five 
major topics: 

• Ecology and the environment 

• Fire behaviour and fire regime science 

• People and property 

• Policy, institutional arrangements and 
the legal framework 

• Indigenous land management. 

Naturally, with so many people 
presenting, different opinions were 
going to be aired. That was one of the 
things mat made the forum so 
interesting. 

The following paragraphs cover just 
some of the many things raised by the 
speakers. 

The forum was opened with a 
welcome from Ruth Bell, one of the 
Ngun(n)awal elders. She referred to the 
history of 'housekeeping' that her 
people had maintained with the natural 
environment of the region, including the 
use of fire. She spoke of how the bush 
was a better place for the use of fire and 
how we all should listen to Mother 
Earth. 

One of the failings of the forum was 
its inability to present a southern-eastern 
indigenous perspective of fire 
management. The indigenous 
perspective of the forum was very 
northern in its focus, probably because 

indigenous fire practices are much more 
active in that part of Australia. So it was 
frustrating to have so brief a mention of 
the importance of fire to the local 
indigenous people. 

The first key speaker was Malcolm 
Gill, from the CSIRO, who talked about 
how fire regimes could be characterised 
by the intervals between fires, the 
intensity of the fires, the nature of the 
seasons in which they occur, and the 
type of fires. He showed how the first 
two of these characteristics could 
influence the survival of the mountain 
ash and the Leadbeater's possum. The 
timing and the intensity of fire can have 
a significant impact on the life cycle of 
the mountain ash, as this tree needs 100 
years to reach seed producing maturity. 
Intense fires at an interval of less than 
100 years therefore could lead to a 
potential loss of the species. 
Leadbeater's possums need tree hollows 
to nest in and these take up to 150 years 
to form; if trees are killed off more 
often, this could lead to the loss of this 
species. 

David Bowman, from the Northern 
Territory University, tried to put 
bushfires into a Darwinian perspective. 
He recognised that fire is an important 
ecological process that already had a 
major impact on Australian fauna and 
flora prior to humans arriving in 
Australia. Indigenous people's use of 
fire subsequently led to more open 
country, with lower levels of fuel loads 
and to fires that were more frequent and 
of a lower intensity. However, he 
conceded that indigenous fire practices 
in the south-eastern Australian 
environment have yet to be fully 
understood. 

He identified that some fire 
management regimes will lead to a loss 
of biodiversity. The question implicit in 
this is whether the benefits of such fire 
management regimes outweigh the 
resulting loss of the biodiversity. This is 
a difficult question and is probably not 
able to be answered in a generic way. 
The vagaries of each local situation 
would need to be taken into account. 

Janette Lindesay of the ANU gave 
the forum some insights into the impact 
of weather on bushfires. The pattern of 
Australia's weather means that fire 
seasons in Australia start in winter in the 
north and in summer in the south. 

A number of speakers addressed the 
issue of the ability of scientists to model 
bushfire behaviour. While some gave an 
optimistic slant to the effectiveness of 
modeling, the overall impression was 

that this was a complex process which 
still had a way to go. 

David Lindemnayer from the ANU 
was one of the organisers of the forum. 
His speech reinforced the view that 
different ecosystems have different 
susceptibilities to bushfires. Mountain 
ash forests in Victoria, despite having 
significant log cover on the ground, are 
not particularly prone to bushfire 
damage. He also noted in his talk that 
there is no evidence that logged forests 
are less prone to fire than unlogged 
ones. 

Tony Bartlett, ACT Forests, with the 
perspective of a forest manager, 
highlighted the following research 
needs: 

• Identifying the appropriate fire 
regimes for each vegetation type 
including the minimum and maximum 
tolerable fire intervals 

• Analysing the role and effects of the 
use of 'patchiness' in controlled burns 

• Determining the percentage of the 
landscape that would be subject to 
bushfires every 20 to 50 years. 

Phil Cheney, from the CSIRO, spoke 
about the impact of economic 
rationalism on fuel management: under 
economic rationalism money will only 
be spent where it can be seen to have a 
direct impact for land managers. He 
stated that there was an increasing 
reliance on fire authorities to reduce fuel 
load and on volunteers for fire fighting. 
His statements appear to be borne out by 
the calls for authorities to increase their 
level of prescribed burning. 

The speakers addressing indigenous 
fire practices commented that large-
scale burning-off was not consistent 
with indigenous management. The 
classical indigenous bumoff was low in 
intensity and created a mosaic of burnt 
and unburnt areas. The speakers spoke 
of the need for cross cultural 
communication and of respect for 
different knowledge systems and the 
ways knowledge is held and utilised 
across cultures. 

Overall, there were two key concepts 
that were highlighted in the forum. One 
was that one person's biodiversity was 
another person's fuel. This succinctly 
sums up the views of the opposing 
camps in the bushfire fuel management 
debate. And it is something that the 
NPA, as a conservation organisation, 
must take into account as we go through 
the plethora of inquiries arising from the 
summer's bushfires. 

continued on page 7 



Managing fire — a complete challenge 
Association member Den Robin 
has forwarded the following 
extract from the transcript of a 
broadcast made by Professor 
Rob Whelan, Dean of Science, 
University of Wollongong. This 
makes interesting reading 
alongside Rod Griffiths's account 
of the ANU Fire Forum. 

How can we make the aim of protecting 
humans and their property coexist with 
the aim of conserving our natural 
heritage—biodiversity? 

We're quite right to be concerned 
about biodiversity because there have 
been dramatic losses of species in the 
last 200 years ... over 40 species of 
birds and mammals and over 100 
species of plants, and many more 
threatened. We know that Australia is in 
a bad way. 

Parks are a critical element in 
sustaining our remaining biodiversity 
but they are islands in a 'sea* of much 
modified landscapes. If they are to make 
a good contribution, they need to be 
well managed. And in most parts of 
Australia, management can't be 
achieved without understanding the 
effects of fire. 

We know that fire's been a powerful 
force in the evolution of the biota, to the 
extent that many people would agree 

with the statement 'The Australian bush 
is adapted to fire'. 

Does this mean that any natural 
vegetation can be burned, as we like, 
without fear of biodiversity losses? No. 

In fact, ecologists now have a much 
more sophisticated understanding. It is 
the fire regime that matters ... fire 
intensity, season, interval between fires, 
and the type of fire. One regime might 
favour a particular species whilst 
another might drive it locally extinct 

For example, potoroos, a threatened 
marsupial that occurs in one of my study 
sites, might well survive a single high-
intensity wildfire but be eliminated by 
frequent, lower intensity fires, because 
this regime alters the habitat in the 
longer term—making it unsuitable. 

Some plants protect their seeds from 
really intense heat in woody cones, but 
these species may not survive a 
sequence of low intensity fires, if each 
fire comes along before the seedlings 
from the previous one have matured. 
Studies by Geoff Cary and David 
Morrison at UTS and Peter Clarke at the 
University of New England show 
reduced diversity of these types of 
plants in areas that are frequently 
burned. 

Three of my students, Paul Rymer, 
Dave McKenna and Rhiannon Cook, 
have been following the fate of a 
population of geebungs—tall woody 
shrubs—near Wollongong. The adult 
population was killed in a fire in 1997. 

The soil-stored seed bank produced over 
500 seedlings afterwards. These 
seedlings were too young to have 
flowered when the January 2002 fire 
killed them. This time only 150 
seedlings have appeared. We are asking 
ourselves what will happen if the next 
fire's only five more years away. 

In another environment, such as the 
northern savannas, even three-yearly 
fires may not pose a problem; but there 
the season of burning might. In yet 
another region, perhaps a really high 
intensity fire will be required, but only 
every century or so, to sustain a 
particular species or ecological 
community. 

These particular fire regimes for 
conservation, when we find out more 
precisely what they are, may well 
conflict with the fire regimes we want to 
apply to try to achieve property 
protection. 

There won't be a compromise fire 
regime here which can be applied across 
a whole landscape. This is not a simple 
problem with a single solution. 

I see our challenge as a society in 
this drought- and fire-prone landscape as 
how to manage three things 
simultaneously—(i) humans and (ii) 
biodiversity, which are interspersed 
across the landscape, and (iii) fire, 
which is inevitable. 

This is a challenge that we cannot 
win by focusing on any one of them in 
isolation. 

submissions Submissions, 
The May general meeting was given an 
outline of the recent work of association 
members in preparing submissions to 
Government, work which has been 
compounded by the inquiries and 
investigations flowing from the January 
bushfires. A number of members has 
been involved but Clive Hurlstone has 
borne a heavy load over this period. The 
major submissions have related to the 
Recreation Strategy, the Inquiry into the 
Operational Response to the January 

Bushfires (MacLeod Inquiry) and the 
Study into the Future Uses of Non-
Urban Bushfire Affected Areas. Work 
has also been progressed on the study 
into remnant bushland within Forestry 
managed areas whilst the revision of the 
Management Plan for Namadgi remains 
a major issue although recent events 
may have overshadowed it somewhat. 

Clive drew attention to the 
significance of the study into non-urban 
fire affected areas. This ranges over 

wide areas of the ACT including the 
national park and one cannot take for 
granted that areas now reserved will be 
recommended for retention of this status 
as some believe that the risks faced due 
to fires have changed the fundamentals. 
It is vital for the association to present a 
strong case to preserve the status of 
these areas. The NPA has joined with 
the Conservation Council in preparing a 
submission, an outline of which was 
included in the May Burning Issues. 

the future Of fire continued from page 6 'Australia Burning' 
The other key concept was that bushfires 
are a regular natural phenomenon within 
the Australian landscape. Too often 
bushfires are seen as aberrations. 
Viewing bushfires as disasters blinkers 
our response to the bushfire risks of 
living in Australia. Bushfires are 

something to be lived with and to do so 
requires a broad range of measures. 
From bushfire-aware town planning, to 
individuals taking informed fire 
prevention actions and being in a 
position to make considered fire fighting 
decisions in regard to their property, to 

appropriate levels of fuel load 
reductions—all these actions have the 
potential to adversely affect 
biodiversity. As conservationists, we 
need to ask what level of impact on 
biodiversity is acceptable. 

Rod Griffiths 



Fire recovery an ongoing process 
The quick regeneration of native 
vegetation in Kosciuszko National 
Park, the repair and replacement of 
infrastructure, open and closed 
areas in the park, and hackcountry 
safety are among the issues 
discussed in this article written for 
the N P A Bulletin by Margaret 
Evans, Rehabilitation Co-
ordindator, NPWS, Snowy 
Mountains Region. 

With the approach of winter we can be 
forgiven for forgetting the destructive 
bushfires that recently had a major 
impact on Kosciuszko National Park, 
This is mainly due to the quick response 
of the native vegetation in regenerating 
and NPWS's swift approach in 
rebuilding and replacing recreational 
facilities to encourage visitors back to 
this unique environment. And visiting 
Kosciuszko National Park you will 
witness first-hand its unique ability to 
regenerate, dismissing the view of the 
vegetation being destroyed by fire. 

During the recent fire incident some 
fire trails were used extensively and now 
require rehabilitation works including 
installing drainage structures and 
clearing fallen trees along these trails. 
Some of these trails are often used for 
bushwalking, mountain-biking and 
sometimes 4-wheel-driving and will be 
closed for visitors to reduce the impact 
on the environment as well as 
maintaining public safety. 

Damage to fences, bridges, 
walkways, drains, as well as 
interpretative and directional signs, was 
also extensive. Shelters, tables, gates 
and toilets at some picnic and rest areas 
also need to be replaced or repaired. 
Fallen timber and burnt trees have to be 
removed from some areas. Any 
damaged facilities will be closed until 
they are fully assessed for risk and 
works are complete, to ensure the safety 
of visitors. However, be aware that trees 
may continue to fall, so keep to the 
designated tracks as trees may not have 
been assessed beyond these areas. 
During the winter months be aware there 
is greater risk of falling trees and 
branches with the additional weight of 
snow. Do not camp under overhanging 
branches. NPWS staff have erected 
signs along walking tracks, camping 

grounds and public access fire trails to 
warn visitors of potential risks. 

Most of the damaged facilities within 
the southern end of the park are now 
open for visitor use, except for Olsen's 
Lookout. As winter approaches, the 
'summer only' roads within the northern 
end of the park will be closed. 
Consequently rehabilitation of facilities 
and walking tracks in these areas will 
occur at the end of winter. Areas 
including Long Plain Road, Currango 
Homestead and Blue Waterholes will 
close at the end of the June long 
weekend and re-open for the October 
long weekend. 

A number of wilderness areas in 
southern Kosciuszko will remain closed 
until the native vegetation has 
regenerated. The NPWS asks visitors to 
assist this process by keeping out of 'no 
public access' areas as directed by signs. 
The Byadbo Wilderness area will 
remain closed during this coming 
winter, except for picnic/camping areas 
along the Barry Way. The Pilot 
Wilderness area will also remain closed, 
with the exception of the Cascade Fire 
Trail to Cascades Hut as well as the 
Brindle Bull and Big Boggy areas for 
cross-country skiing. The Main Range 
area is open but be aware of the added 
risk of snow slides on the western side 
as fires have removed some of the 
shrubs which assist with holding snow. 
The Jagungal Wilderness area will also 
be open this winter for backcountry 
skiing and will then be assessed for the 
potential risk of trampling of sensitive 
vegetation after the winter thaw. 

Works are almost complete to 
replace 450 damaged ski poles, as well 
as over 1200m offences and bridges on 
cross-country ski trails in the Perisher-
Smiggins area. All cross-country trails 
in southern Kosciuszko, except for 
Thompsons Plain, will be ready for 
winter pending a good coverage of 
snow. In the northern end of the park, 
Mt Selwyn and 
Goldseekers Cross 
Country Ski trails 
will be open, 
however the Dry 
Dam Cross Country 
Ski trail will remain 
closed due to 
extensive fire 

damage. 

Impacts to historic and Aboriginal 
cultural assets are significant as these 
sites and assets are irreplaceable. 
However, the removal of vegetation 
during the construction of control lines 
or as a result of fire provides an 
opportunity for previously unknown 
sites to be identified. Consultation with 
Aboriginal community groups has been 
initiated for rehabilitation of fire trails 
and assets in the Byadbo area where 
sites have been identified at numerous 
locations along the Lower Snowy 
Corridor. 

Sixteen historical huts have been 
destroyed during the fires and a further 
four have been damaged. It is important 
to be aware that these huts are no longer 
available for emergency shelter and to 
plan your backcountry trip with 
appropriate survival gear for all weather. 
For further information on backcountry 
safety as well as maps locating these 
damaged huts visit the NPWS visitor 
centres at Jindabyne, Tumut and 
Khancoban. 

The recovery process has also 
instigated a variety of ecological 
projects to monitor and assess the 
impact of fire on sensitive flora and 
fauna communities, such as the 
corroboree frog and alpine/sub-alpine 
plant communities. This research has 
been funded through a generous 
donation from Snowy Hydro Ltd as well 
as from the Premiers Department 
bushfire recovery package. 

For further information on the 
impact of fire on flora and fauna there 
are a variety of fact sheets being 
published by NPWS which can be 
obtained through National Parks Visitor 
Centres shortly. Please also grab a copy 
of the Winter and Fire edition of 
Kosciuszko Today which has numerous 
articles regarding the bushfires as well 
as important snow safety information 
and a map of the cross country trails. 

A tiny skink may have found a chink large enough for Us body 
to escape the fire, but not deep enough to save its tail. 

Photo Reg Alder 
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The inquiry into the operational response to 
the January bushfires — McLeod Inquiry 
The Conservation Council of the South 
East Region and Canberra and the 
National Parks Association made a joint 
submission to this inquiry. The 
following paragraphs contain a 
summary of this submission. 

Bushfire management activities 
including fuel reduction should be 
underpinned by science and aim at the 
maintenance of ecological sustainabiliry, 
biodiversity and ecological processes as 
well as bushfire risk management. It is 
important that the discussion generated 
by this inquiry give consideration to the 
environmental issues and that all future 
actions in relation to bushfire 
management deliver good long-term 
environmental outcomes 

It should be acknowledged that 
bushfires can spread across a range of 
landscapes and land tenures and that 
bushfire risk management needs to be 
varied accordingly. For example, the 
management of bushfires at the urban 
interface should contrast greatly to the 
management of bushfires in national 
parks, in order to reflect and protect 
their different values and uses. 

There is a need to embrace a 
coordinated and collaborative approach 
to planning and preparing for, and 
responding to, bushfires. Bushfires are 
everyone's responsibility. Greater 

coordination is required between land 
managers and between these and the 
broader cornmunity particularly 
residents on the urban interface. 

The Bushfire Council is the 
appropriate forum for planning for fire 
events in the ACT but its role in 
overseeing of agreed fuel management 
activities through the Bushfire Fuel 
Management Plan needs to be 
strengthened. It is important that 
environmental interests are represented 
on the Bushfire Council. 

The urban interface is recognised as 
vulnerable to bushfire risks. This 
vulnerability would be reduced by the 
Bushfire Council in cooperation with 
Planning and Land Management and the 
National Capital Authority jointly 
preparing planning, development, 
construction and landscaping guidelines 
and policies for urban interface areas. 

The Conservation Council and the 
NPA have supported the development of 
Bushfire Fuel Management Plans and 
made substantial submissions on all 
three draft plans. The 2002 Bushfire 
Fuel Management Plan emphasised an 
holistic approach to fire management 
encompassing fire prevention, pre-
suppression activities, fire suppression 
and post bushfire recovery and is thus 
not only an important planning tool for 

After the fire 
Left. This barrier and the locks 
did not deter thieves from 
finding a way around to the 
Mount Franklin Chalet site and 
to souvenir—STEAL—the 
doors of the heritage Prime 
Minister's Lodge stove from the 
burnt out chalet. 

Right. After the fire, 
bracken—the great 
coloniser—has proliferated 
under the Namadgi section of 
theTransgrid power lines, to 
stop erosion when the rains 
come. 

land management agencies but also an 
important educative tool for the 
community. 

However implementation of fuel 
management plans by land management 
agencies has been hampered by cuts in 
ACT Government resources. 
Appropriate resources for managing 
ACT land and its environment must be 
identified and made available by 
Government. 

In previous submissions on draft 
Bushfire Fuel Management Plans the 
Conservation Council and the NPA have 
drawn attention to the need for action on 
community education for fuel 
management and bushfire preparedness. 
Both organisations now recommend that 
education be provided so that the 
community understands potential 
bushfire risks and how to mitigate 
against these. 

The maintenance of fire access trails 
is a key element in bushfire management 
planning particularly in non-urban areas. 
It is recommended that a review of 
access trails be undertaken and where 
necessary, trails established during 
recent fires, be rehabilitated. 

Syd Comfort 

Photos by Reg Alder 



Connections 

The reality of what we have lost. The above photo of the NPA's Christmas party 
in 2001 brings back memories, while Geoff Comfort's aerial photo (below) shows the 

devastation at Nil Desperandum after the fire. 

Two important heritage sites with which 
the NPA has particular connections were 
badly damaged by the recent bushfires. 
These are Nil Desperandum and 
Tennent Homestead. 

Built in the 1890s, Nil Desperandum 
is a four-roomed pise cottage located at 
the foot of the Tidbinbilla Range. As 
well as being visited by many individual 
members and groups, Nil Desperandum 
was the venue for association Christmas 
parties in 1996, '97, '99 and 2001. We 

remember the car convoys led by Max 
Lawrence, tours of places of interest 
with Matthew Higgins, children's 
activities with Eleanor Stodart, great 
bargains at the auctions, and much more. 

As the aerial photo shows, the 
cottage has now been reduced to its pise" 
walls and even these will need 
protection if they are to survive. I 
understand that Environment ACT' s 
Heritage Unit has been active in 
examining alternatives for the future of 

Nil Desperandum and is 
consulting with community 
groups, so that we can be 
hopeful of a good outcome. 

Tennent Homestead, also 
known as Folly Hollow, is 
situated below the northern 
slope of Mount Tennent and was 
incorporated into Namadgi 
National Park in 1991. The land 
was selected in 1892, the 
homestead being sited near 
permanent springs and seasonal 
creeks draining Mount Tennent. 
On the homestead site were 
some dwellings—one pis6, one 
slab, one transferred there in the 
'50s, and other small 
buildings—and not far away, a 
shearing shed and orchard. The 
homestead was occupied only 
intermittently from the 1960s. 

NPA members took an 

interest in the property soon 
after it was incorporated into 
the national park and carried 
out repairs during work parties 
in the middle 1990s (photo 

page 13). Supported by the 
NPA, the National Trust and 
Kosciusko Huts Association, 
and aided by an ACT 
Government heritage grant, a 
conservation plan for the 
complex was prepared in 1994. 
This study concluded that the 
complex and its landscape 
setting were significant as an 
intact example of a marginally 
economic pastoral landscape 
that exhibited both continuity of 
land use and changes in 
occupancy over 100 years. 
Subsequently, the Parks Service 
carried out some tidying of the 
site but because of safety 
concerns restricted access to 
occasional supervised visits. 
Only the pise" walls and the 
garage survived the fire. 

The Tennent Homestead area 
has not yet been reopened to the 

public since the bushfires but it is clear 
that on inspection, the site will prove to 
be a disappointment. I am keen that as 
soon as opportunity permits, the area be 
visited and an assessment made. With 
the burning of most of the Tennent 
complex, we have lost a reminder of the 
hardship and decline of marginal 
occupancy of a local rural holding. 

Syd Comfort 



Draft woodland strategy released 
In launching the Draft ACT Lowland 
Woodland Conservation Strategy for 
public comment, the Chief Minister, Jon 
Stanhope, said that it outlines priorities 
for the long-term security for yellow 
box-red gum woodlands. He went on to 
say that woodlands are one of the 
region's endangered ecosystems, with 
less than 10 per cent of the original 
extent now remaining and many species 
threatened with loss of vital habitats. 
Remaining areas across the region are 
threatened by urban expansion, are 
fragmented and in need of restoration. 

The main findings of the strategy are: 

• the ACT contains large areas of yellow 
box-red gum woodland and related 
woodlands at Gooroo (East 
Gungahlin), Callum Brae 
(Jerrabomberra Valley) and Castle 
Hill-Naas (near Tharwa) in good 
ecological condition; 

• yellow box-red gum woodland habitat 
for declining and threatened birds is 
not adequately protected in the ACT 
and sub-region; 

• significant biodiversity conservation 
gains can be made by avoiding 
greenfield development in areas 
containing large areas of yellow box-
red gum woodland; and 

• there is scope for targeted restoration 
and regeneration efforts to improve the 
viability of lowland woodlands and 
their component species, particularly 
in rural areas. 

Members will remember the address 
to the association last year by Michael 
Mulvaney which outlined the extent to 
which the yellow box-red gum 
woodlands in the region had been 
destroyed and the significance of the 
remaining areas of this ecosystem in the 
ACT and the importance of its 
preservation. A large number of people 

attended an inspection of the East 
O'Malley woodland area a few days 
after the Government's woodland 
strategy was released and indicated their 
support for the protection of this area 
from residential development, but the 
budget handed down two days later set 
out the government's intention to 
proceed with development of the East 
O'Malley area. However the budget did 
announce that two areas rich in yellow 
box-red gum would be protected, 
namely, Gooroo (750ha) and Callum 
Brae (300ha). 

The woodland strategy is open for 
public comment until 31 July 2003 after 
which the Government will develop a 
final version to be tabled in the 
Assembly by the end of the year. 

Syd Comfort 

Connections 

A work party at Tennent Homestead 
(Col McAlister and Alan Rae). 
Photo Len Haskew 



Interim Namadgi Advisory Board 
Members of the Interim Namadgi 
Advisory Board (INAB) have met on 
many occasions following the January 
fires and made two full-day field trips 
into Namadgi National Park. In late 
March we drove from Orroral, through 
Cotter Valley, up onto the Mt Franklin 
Road, and home through Picadilly 
Circus and Cotter. The trip took 8'/i 
hours and we saw very little that wasn't 
burnt. It was a very sobering experience, 
especially to see the impact of the 
cleared roads, containment and dozer 
lines. Nevertheless there were 
positives—the attitude of staff, time 
spent with other board members, and 
sharing with staff what was the first time 
they bad heard birds calling in the high 
country. 

Another day we spent with a team of 
archeologists, Aboriginal ranger staff 
and members of the Ngunnawal and 
general community working the dozer-
bladed track around the Gudgenby 
Swamp looking for Aboriginal artifacts 
and scatters. We found lots. 

This first-hand knowledge and 
experience stood board members in 
good stead in working together to 
develop board submissions initially into 
the Environment ACT Recreation 
Strategy Issues and Options Paper and 
more recently into the ACT 
Government's Study into Non-Urban 
Bushfire Affected Areas. I am aware 
that NPA and individual members have 
also made submissions to these and 
other post-fire reviews. Nevertheless, I 
thought it timely to take this opportunity 
to assure NPA and other readers that all 
board members are aware of the critical 
nature of many of these reviews and the 
potential for them to affect the Namadgi 
Plan of Management process and 
outcomes. All are working with 
commitment for the protection of 
Namadgi National Park and its values. 

Set out below is an edited version of 
the board's submission to the Study into 
Non-Urban Bushfire Affected Areas 
which represents the collective 
viewpoint of board members. 

Board submission to the Study into 
Non-Urban Bush Fire affected Areas. 

Key issues relevant to the Board's 
Terms of Reference that it believes 
need to be addressed in the Non-
Urban Studv are set out below: 

I. As part of the preparation of a 
new plan of management for 
Namadgi National Park, the Board 
has endorsed a Statement of Values 
for the park. An appreciation of 

these values is fundamental to an 
understanding of Namadgi and must 
underpin any recommendations 
regarding Namadgi that are made in 
the course of your group's study. 
The Board's view is that the park's 
natural and cultural heritage values 
and water quality values are of 
overriding importance and that 
activities within the park should not 
conflict in any significant way with 
these values. This view is consistent 
with the objectives of the National 
Capital Plan and the Territory Plan. 

2. The Statement of Values for 
Namadgi remains valid, despite the 
damage caused to the park by the 
recent bushfires. Damaged areas 
include not only burnt areas but also 
unburnt areas that may be under 
additional stress as a result of the 
fires. The damaged areas will heal 
with time and any perceived 'loss ' of 
values should be regarded as 
temporary. Recommendations made 
by the study group should recognise 
the capacity of damaged areas to 
recover. 

3. The Board is aware that, before 
18 January 2003. a range of 
recreational opportunities existed in 
the area covered by the study. These 
opportunities ranged from remote 
area passive recreation within 
Namadgi National Park to more 
intensive recreation. including 
developed facilities, in Tidbinbilla 
Nature Reserve and ACT Forests 
lands. TJie Board is concerned that, 
if the range of recreational activities 
available in the non-resen>e lands is 
reduced or the area of land 
accessible for the more intensive 
recreation activities is reduced, then 
pressure will come on the high-
consen'ation value areas of 
Namadgi to provide such 
recreational opportunities. The 
Boards view is that high impact 
recreation activities are not 
appropriate within Namadgi or 
other reserve areas. It therefore 
urges the retention of substantial 
areas of non-reserve Non- Urban 
land for a variety of recreational 
activities catering especially to the 
more 'developed' end of the 
recreation spectrum. 

4. The Board is conscious that the 
future growth of the ACT population 
will put increasing pressure on the 
Territory's water resources and that 
valleys within Namadgi have 

previously been identified as 
potential sites for new dams. Future 
use of Non-Urban lands should 
therefore have particular regard to 
the issue of sustainability of water 
resources. The limiting of the growth 
of the ACT population is clearly 
bevond the brief of the study but 
issues such as catchment protection 
and low water-use land-use options 
would appear to be appropriate. 
Recreational use would appear to be 
compatible with this objective. 
Intense horticulmral or agricultural 
use, as suggested by some, may not 
be. 

5. One of the challenges facing 
Namadgi's managers is how best to 
reconcile the requirements of fire 
management for asset protection 
with the often conflicting 
requirements of fire management for 
biodiversity, diversity of vegetation 
age class and water yield. Decisions 
that result in housing or other assets 
being built close to Namadgi's 
boundaries or in changes from 
broadacre to more fragmented land 
use patterns may increase the 
priority that must be given to asset 
protection. This could make 
conservation management of the 
park more difficult and, over time, 
lead to a diminution of the values 
that the park was established to 
protect. 

6. In some respects, the current 
boundaries of Namadgi National 
Park, Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve 
and lands managed by ACT Forests 
are less than ideal There are. for 
example, islands of pine plantation 
that are effectively 'embedded' in 
reserve areas and islands of native 
vegetation within pine plantations. 
This leads to management 
inefficiencies and makes the task of 
asset protection more difficult than it 
would otherwise be. The Non-Urban 
Study provides an opportunity for 
the boundaries of these areas to be 
rationalised. 

7. From time to time, proposals are 
floated for the provision of eco-
tourism or nature based tourism 
infrastructure, including commercial 
accommodation, within reserve 
areas. The Board's view is that such 
infrastructure should not be 
provided within reserve areas. It 
may be appropriate to cater for the 

continued on page 11 



NPA OUTINGS PROGRAM 

Outings Guide 
Walk grading Terrain grading 
Distance grading (per day) A —Road, firetrtail track 
1 —up to 10 km B —Open forest 
2 — 1 0 km to 15 km C —Light scrub 
3 — 1 5 km to 20 km D —Patches of thick scrub, regrowth 
4 —above 20 km E —Rock scrambling 

F —Exploratory 
Day walks Carry lunch, drinks and protective clothing. 
Pack walks Two or more days. Carry all food and camping requirements. CONTACT LEADER BY PRIOR 

WEDNESDAY OR AS INDICATED IN THE PROGRAM. 
Car camps Facilities often limited or non-existent. Vehicles taken to site can be used for camping. BOOK EARLY 

Other activit 
WITH LEADER, 

ies include nature rambles and environmental and fi eld guide studies. 

J u n e - S e p t e m b e r 2003 

Points to note 

Please help keep our outings program alive by volunteering to lead outings. New leaders are welcome. The outings 
convenor is happy to suggest locations suitable for a walk if you do not have something in m ind yourself. Feel free to 
send in suggestions for outings to the association's office as soon as you think of them, with a suggested date. 

All persons joining an outing of the National Parks Association of the ACT do so as volunteers in all respects and as 
such accept responsibility for any injury howsoever incurred and the National Parks Association of the ACT, its office 
bearers and appointed leaders, are absolved from any liability in respect of injury or damage suffered whilst engaged 
in any such outing. 

The committee suggests a donation, to the nearest dollar, of THIRTY cents per kilometre, DIVIDED BY THE 
NUMBER OF OCCUPANTS in the car, including the driver, be offered to the driver by each passenger accepting 
transport 

Drive and walk distances quoted in the program are approximate distances for return jouneys. 
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1 June, Sunday day walk 
Mt Budawang 
Leader: Brian Slee 
Grading: IA 
Map: Braidwood 1:25 000 
Contact: 6281 0719(h) or 

br ians lee@ipr imus .com.au 
Depart Canberra Railway Station 
carpark, Kingston at 8.30am. Drive 
through Braidwood and Mongarlowe 
to park vehicles at the intersection of 
Budawang and Mt Budawang Roads. 
Follow the latter to the base of the 
mountain, then climb part way up via 
an old overgrown road, then fire trail, 
to the fire tower on Mt Budawang. 
Fine views of the higher peaks of 
Budawang National Park. After lunch, 
return to vehicles via fire trail. 
Afternoon tea in Braidwood. An easy 
walk, designed to warm up a short 
winter's day. Drive 200km, $60 per 
car. 

7-9 June, Long weekend pack walk 
Quilty's Mountain 
Leader: Steven Forst 
Grading: 3A, 2D, 3A 
Map: CMW Budawangs 
Contact: 6219 5236(w), 6251 6817(h) 

or steven.forst@aca.gov.au 
Contact leader by Wednesday 4 June. 
Visiting Round Mountain, Styles Pass 
and the Bora Ground. Lunch at 
Nerriga on the way out. Drive 340 km, 
$100 per car. 

10, 11, 12, 13 June, daily weekday 
work parties 

Bushfire Recovery Effort 
Contact: Martin Chalk, 6292 3502(h), 

or martin.chalk@tpg.com.au 
Meet at the Namadgi Visitors' Centre 
at 8.30am on any of the days for work 
in the Gudgenby Pines area. Activity 
will include installation of kangaroo 
exclosures and cleanup of old fencing 
material. Tools will be provided. 

14 June, Saturday work party 
Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group 
Contact: Eleanor Stodart, 6281 5004 

or estodart@netspeed.com.au 
or Syd Comfort, 6286 2578 

Meet at Namadgi Visitors' Centre, 
Tharwa at 9:15am, or Yankee Hat 
carpark at 10:00am. Finish April 
seeding, wilding removal and replace 
corner posts. Tools will be provided. 

22 June, Sunday day walk 
Lower Orroral Valley Loop 
Leader: Steven Forst 
Grading: 2A 
Map: ACT 1:100 000 
Contact: 6219 5236(w), 6251 6817(h) 

or steven.forst@aca.gov.au 
Meet at Kambah Village shops at 
8:30am. A walk from the camping 
area, up one side of Orroral Valley, 
visiting the Orroral Homestead and the 
old NASA Tracking Station site, then 
back down the other side of the valley. 
Drive 85 km, $25 per car. 

25 June, Wednesday day walk 
Black Mountain and National Botanic 

Gardens 
Leader: Col McAlister 
Grading: IA 
Map: Canberra Street Directory 
Contact: 6288 4171 
Enjoy the cooler time of year with a 
climb up Black Mountain from Rani 
Road and then on to the Botanic 
Gardens for lunch. Return much the 
same way. Meet at Rani Road at 
9:00am. Okm, $0 

28 June, Saturday work party 
Namadgi National Park - Recovery 
Leader: Martin Chalk 
Contact: 6292 3502 (h), 

martin.cbalk@tpg.com.au 
Monthly work party. Details to be 
determined. 

29 June, Sunday day walk 
Molonglo Gorge 
Leader: David Large 
Grading: IA 
Contact: 6291 4830 or 

david. large@bigpond.com 
Meet at Canberra Railway station, 
Kingston at 10:00am. An easy walk up 
the Molonglo Gorge, Queanbeyan. 
Lunch and return with interpretation of 
the natural features. Drive 30km, 
$9 per car 

6 July, Sunday work party 
Namadgi National Park - Recovery 
Leader: Max Lawrence 
Contact: 6288 1370 or 

mlawrence@netspeed.com.au 
This work party is part of NPA's 
ongoing commitment to helping our 
park service in its task of rehabilitating 
our precious national park. It involves 
a clean up of various sites in the 

Bushfold Flats area behind 
Mt Tennant. We will meet at the 
Namadgi Visitors Centre at Tharwa, 
and proceed to the Flats via 4WD (to 
be provided). If you can help, please 
phone Max early in the preceeding 
week so that transport arrangements, 
tasks, tool requirements, etc, can be 
worked out with the ranger who will 
be working with us. Note it is expected 
that jobs will exist for all levels of 
skills, fitness, etc. 

7, 8, 9,10,11 July, daily weekday 
work parties 

Bushfire Recovery Effort 
Contact: Martin Chalk, 6292 3502(h), 

or martin.chaIk@tpg.com.au 
Meet at the Namadgi Visitors' Centre 
at 8.30am on any of the days for work 
in the Honeysuckle and Orroral areas. 
Activity will include removal of old 
fencing material. Tools will be 
provided. 

12 July, Saturday work party 
Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Goup 
Contact: Eleanor Stodart, 6281 5004 

or estodart@netspeed.com.au 
or Syd Comfort, 6286 2578 

Meet at Namadgi Visitors' Centre, 
Tharwa at 9:15am, or Yankee Hat 
carpark at 10:00am. Dig up rabbit 
warren, check for weeds. Tools will be 
provided. 

13 July, Sunday day walk 
Yanununbeyan National Park near 

Captains Flat 
Leader: Rob Forster 
Grading: 2A 
Map: Captains Flat 1:25 000 
Contact: 6249 8646 

mjforster@ozemail .com.au 
Meet at Canberra Railway Station, 
Kingston at 9:00am. A walk in this 
new National Park, mainly on fire 
trail. 
100km, $30 per car. 

14 July, Monday work party 
Bushfire Recovery Effort 
Contact: Martin Chalk, 6292 3502(h), 

or martin.chalk@tpg.com.au 
Meet at the Namadgi Visitors* Centre 
at 8.30am to participate in a roadside 
cleanup along the Boboyan Road. 
Tools will be provided. 
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18-20 July, a weekend at Bnndanoon 
YHA 

Christmas in July! 
Leader: David Large 
Map: Bundanoon 1:25 000 
Contact: 6291 4830 or 

david. large@bigpond.com 
The program is to meet at dusk at the 
Hostel on Friday, then walk to the 
unique Glow Worm Glen. Dinner at 
Hostel or Hotel. Saturday we do the 
Lookouts Walk (medium) around the 
cliff, passing through rainforest 
gullies. That night we have Christmas 
in July dinner. On Sunday morning, a 
walk to the Erith mine then lunch at 
the Sunnatarum Forest Buddist 
Monastery at 1 lam followed by 
inspection of the grounds prior to 
returning to Canberra. 
Accommodation is four adults to a 
room. Costs are $70 each for 
accommodation (two nights) and 
dinner. An appropriate donation for 
lunch at the Monastery is expected. 
Transport cost is about $30 each. 
BYOG for the Saturday night dinner. 

23 July, Wednesday day walk 
Leader: David Large 
Contact: 6291 4830 or 

david.Iarge@bigpond.com 
NPA July mid-week walk. Phone 
leader for details, to be determined 
near the date. 

26 July, Saturday work party 
Namadgi National Park - Recovery 
Monthly work party 
Contact: Martin Chalk 6292 3502 (h), 

martin.chalk@tpg.com.au 
Details to be determined. 

27 July, Sunday day walk 
Red Rocks on the Mnrrumbidgee 
Leader: Steve Hill 
Grading: 1A/C/E 
Map: Tuggeranong 1:25 000 
Contact: 6231 9186 or 

Iandshill@iprimns.com.au 
A relatively easy walk, mainly on 
track, but involving a little rock 
scrambling along the Murrumbidgee 
"corridor" from the confluence of 
Tuggerannong Creek to Red Rocks. 
We might divert to the "canyon" on 
the way (some mild rock scrambling to 
do this this). This was one of the most 
scenic stretches of the river, but has 
been badly burned in parts. We still 
should see a large variety of native 
birds and Kangaroos. Meet at the 

Urambi Hills car park near the corner 
of Athllon and Learmonth Drives at 
10.00am for a pleasant day. No 
vehicle costs 

30 July, Wednesday day walk. 
Leader: David Large 
Contact: 6291 4830 or 

david.large@bigpond.com 
NPA July mid-week walk. Phone 
leader for details, to be determined 
near the date. 

3 August, Sunday day walk 
Leader: David Large 
Contact: 6291 4830 or 

david.large@bigpond.com 
Details to be advised by email and at 
Monthly General Meeting. 

4,5, 6,7, 8 August, daily weekday 
work parties 

Bushfire Recovery Effort 
Contact: Martin Chalk, 6292 3502(h), 

or martin.chalk@tpg.com.an 
Meet at the Namadgi Visitors' Centre 
at 8.30am on any of the days to 
participate in clearing of fallen timber 
from tracks in preparation for grading. 
Actual sites to be advised. Tools will 
be provided. 

9 August, Saturday work party 
Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Goup 
Contact: Eleanor Stodart, 6281 5004 

or estodart@netspeed.com.au 
or Syd Comfort, 6286 2578 

Meet at Namadgi Visitors* Centre, 
Tharwa at 9:15am, or Yankee Hat 
carpark at 10:00am. Tackling briars 
and wildings along Old Boboyan 
Road. Tools will be provided. 

16-17 August, weekend pack walk 
Morton National Park 
Leader: David Large 
Grading: 2A 
Map: Bundanoon 1:25 000 
Contact: 6291 4830 or 

david.large@bigpond.com 
Meryla Pass to Yarrunga Creek 
(explore) and return taking in Wombat 
Hill circuit, as described in "Fitzroy 
Falls and Beyond". Transport 300kms 
$90 per car. 

23 August, Saturday work party 
Namadgi National Park - Recovery 
Contact: Martin Chalk 6292 3502 (h), 

martin.chalk@tpg.com.au 
Monthly work party. Details to be 
determined. 

24 August, Sunday day walk 
Long Point 
Leader: Steven Forst 
Grading: 2A 
Map: Caoura 1:25 000 
Contact: 6219 5236(w), 6251 6817(h) 

or steven.forst@aca.gov.au 
Meeting at the ACT Netball Centre car 
park, Dickson at 8:30am. A walk into 
the Shoaihaven Gorge 2000 feet below 
our starting point. Lunch on the beach 
by the river before the trek back up to 
the cars. Drive 250km, $75 per car. 

27 August, Wednesday day walk. 
Leader: Mike Smith 
Contact: 6286 2984 or 

msmith@netspeed.com.an 
NPA July mid-week walk. Phone 
leader for details, to be determined 
near the date. 

1, 2, 3 ,4 ,5 , September, daily weekday 
work parties 

Bushfire Recovery Effort 
Contact: Martin Chalk, 6292 3502(h), 

or martin.chalk@tpg.com.an 
Meet at the Namadgi Visitors' Centre 
at 8.30am on any of the days for work 
in the Honeysuckle and Orroral areas. 
Activity will include weed control. 
Tools will be provided. 

6-7 September, weekend pack walk 
Wadbilliga River 
Leader: Philip Gatenby 
Grading 3B/E/F 
Map:Yowrie 1:25 000 
Contact: 6254 3094 or 

p hilip.ga ten by @ d ewr.gov. an 
Wadbilliga River rises in Wadbilliga 
National Park and is a tributary of the 
Tuross River. The plan for this walk is 
to explore the upper reaches of the 
river where the scenery is rugged and 
spectacular. Most of the walk will be 
off tracks and some steep climbs may 
be involved. Not for beginners. 
Contact leader by Wednesday for 
more details. 300 kms drive, $90 per 
car. 

8, 9,10,11,12 September, daily 
weekday work parties 

Bushfire Recovery Effort 
Contact: Martin Chalk, 6292 3502(h), 

or martin.chalk@tpg.com.an 
Meet at the Namadgi Visitors' Centre 
at 8.30am on any of the days to 
participate in track seeding in central 
Namadgi. Actual sites to be advised. 
Tools will be provided. 
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13 September,Sarurday work party 
Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Goup 
Contact: Eleanor Stodart, 6281 5004 

or estodart@netspeed.com.au 
or Syd Comfort, 6286 2578 

Meet at Namadgi Visitors' Centre, 
Tharwa at 9:15am, or Yankee Hat 
carpark at 10:00am. Spreading Acacia 
and Banksia seed. Tools will be 
provided. 

14 September, Sunday day walk 
Sentry Box Summit 
Leader: Steve Hill 
Grading: 2C/D/E 
Map: Yaouk 1:25 000 
Contact: 62319186 or 

landshHl@iprimus.com.au 
One of the few Namadgi walks in an 
area largely missed by the January 
fires. A chance to see fabulous views 

from a surprisingly interesting 
mountain monolith in the region and to 
see the southern end of Namadgi 
National Park opposite Yaouk. Climb 
a steep, but entirely manageable spur 
to a rocky peak (1696 metres), men 
visit and explore the summit region 
(1727 metres) and return a similar 
way. The climb of nearly 600 metres is 
steepish in parts, is off track and 
involves some mild rock scrambling. 
Meet at Kambah Village Shops car 
park at 7:30am for a stupendous day. 
Drive 170km, $56 per car. 

21 September, Sunday day walk 
Leader: David Large 
Contact: 6291 4830 or 

david. large@bigpond.com 
Details to be advised by email and at 
Monthly General Meetings. 

24 September, Wednesday day walk, 
Leader: Col McAlister 
Contact: 62S8 4171 
NPA September mid-week walk. 
Phone leader for details, to be 
determined near the date. 

28 September, Sunday day walk 
Brindabella Ramble 
Leader: Steven Forst 
Grading: 3A 
Map: ACT 1:100 000 
Contact: 6219 5236(w), 6251 6817(h) 

or steven.forst@aca.gov.au 
Meeting at the forest car park on 
Uriarra Road near the Cotter Road at 
8:30am. A walk along the Old Mill 
Road and Warks Road in the 
Brindabella Range. A walk to check 
out the regrowth in this once tall wet 
forest. Drive 85km, $25 per car. 

Work Parties in the park 

Please supply email addresses 

The NPA will be conducting a number of work parties to 
restore, revegetate and rehabilitate Namadgi National Park. We 
expect this work to start in earnest in June. It would be helpful if 
members wishing to help could forward their email addresses to 
the NPA office at 

n p a a c t @ b i g p o n d . c o m 
so they can be contacted with latest information. 

A Weekend at Bundanoon—Christmas in July 

We have taken a booking for 20 people at the Bundanoon Youth Hostel from 18 to 20 July (Friday and 
Saturday nights). Accommodation is four adults to a room. The plan is to meet at dusk at the hostel on 
Friday, then take a walk to the Glow Worm Glen to view this unique attraction. Follow this with a self-
catered meal at the hostel or indulge in the Bistro or Carvery (recommended) at the Bundanoon Hotel 
(where the hospitality is legendary!). On Saturday we will take a medium walk around the cliff to an 
abandoned mine, passing through rainforest gullies. This walk will whet the appetite for a Christmas in 
July candlelight dinner, before a crackling log fire, with three courses; turkey with all the trimmings, 
Christmas pudding, etc (vegetarians catered for). On Sunday morning, a two hour walk to another 
abandoned mine, and an early lunch at the Sunnatarum Forest Buddhist Monastery at 11:00am and 
inspection of the grounds prior to returning to Canberra. For those who want a less active weekend, there 
is the Book Trail or Wine Trail to be followed, or easier, shorter walks on Saturday. If you want a harder 
walking weekend, I'm sure that can be arranged. I have some early acceptances from the notice in the 
March Bulletin, so let me know quickly if you want to join this weekend. Costs are $70 each for 
accommodation (two nights) and the dinner. An appropriate donation to the Monastery for lunch is 
expected. Transport cost is about $30 each. BYOG for the Saturday night dinner. These Christmas in 
Winter weekends are very popular and I have to confirm arrangements immediately. Contact 
david.large@bigpond.com for acceptances. (Details of the Sunnataram Monastery can be found at 
www.sunnataram.org ). 
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Study into Non-Urban Bushfire Affected 
Areas 
The May edition of Burning Issues 
carried a summary of issues raised at a 
meeting of the Conservation Council 
with member groups, on which a 
combined submission to the Study into 
Non-Urban Bushfire Affected Areas was 
made. Because of the significance of the 
study, this summmary is reprinted 
below. There will be further opportunity 
for input into the study when a draft 
report is released for public comment. 

Points generally agreed on: 

• no more softwood plantations (ie. 
pine) in the ACT; 

• remnant bushland in pine forests 
should be preserved and not 
redeveloped; 

• emphasis should be given to 
maintaining and regenerating river 
corridors and water catchment areas 
(eg. Cotter catchment); specific areas 
would have to be targeted for 

regeneration because of the intense 
nature of the work; 

• bush remnants should be linked to 
provide corridors; 

• Kowen Forest will be a focus for 
recreational use—what is acceptable? 
Provision needs to be made for horse 
riding, car racing, bike riding and 
orienteering. Tourism potential is 
being examined and this could involve 
a conference area; 

•Narrabundah Hill should be used as a 
recreation area; 

• the possibility for boutique plantations 
to be considered; 

• Small woodlots unacceptable because 
of the extensive pine plantations in the 
Tumut area plus the heavy application 
of chemicals in pine planations; 

• burnt out pine plantations could be 
made available for grazing (what? 
Sheep? Cattle? Goats?? Alpacas??) 

One member expressed concern about 
grazing. Agreed there should be no 
grazing on Blundell's Flat and only 
limited grazing at Pierce's Creek; 

•no to olives, grapes or any crops 
requiring irrigation (we should 
emphasise frequent water scarcity, 
especially with global warming 
becoming increasingly apparent); 

• recognition of the need to trade off 
areas we don't want, with areas we 
want conserved. 

Urban development has been mooted 
for the Stromlo Forest area bounded by 
the Cotter and Uriarra Roads but the 
overall implications for burnt and 
unburn t non-urban areas, including 
Namadgi National Park, are unclear and 
a real cause for concern. The recreation 
strategy will be out in mid June and will 
give further pointers. Stay tuned. 

Alpine advisory body sought 
Early in February, following the 
devastating bushfires in New South 
Wales, Victoria and the ACT, the 
Presidents of the National Parks 
Associations in the three regions wrote 
to the Ministers for the Environment in 
NSW, Victoria, the ACT and the 
Commonwealth proposing the 
establishment of a scientific advisory 
body to provide advice on the 
rehabilitation of the alpine areas. 

The letter points out the need for the 
monitoring and restoration of the alpine 
national parks to receive the best 

scientific input despite the number of 
agencies and differing legislation 
involved. While recognising the 
existence of a number of research 
programs, the point is made that the 
broad range of scientific advice is not 
readily and consistently available across 
the various management agencies. 

The proposal is to establish an inter
state scientific advisory body 
comprising people with well established 
reputations in protected area 
management and, in particular, 
experience and expertise in management 

of ecological systems in the alpine and 
sub-alpine regions of south eastern 
Australia. 

It was further proposed that the 
operation of this advisory body should 
be coordinated by the Australian Alps 
Liaison Committee and provide reports 
to the environment ministers of the 
ACT, NSW and Victoria and to the 
Federal environment minister. 

Syd Comfort 

Interim Namadgi Advisory Board continued from page 10 

demand for such infrastructure on 
land within the study area that is 
outside the reserves. Any land use 
decisions that provide for tourism 
enterprises should be underpinned 
by a realistic evaluation of the 
commercial viability of such 
enterprises. 

8. Prior to the January fires, the 
Aboriginal members of the Interim 

Namadgi Advisory Board and the 
Ngunnawal Aboriginal community 
were exploring potential sites for the 
establishment of an Indigenous 
education, training and healing 
centre within the area covered by 
the study. The Board believes that it 
would be appropriate for the study 
team to meet with the community to 
hear their views on the need for such 

a centre and to consider its inclusion 
in the recommended land-use mix 

for the study area. 

Dianne Thompson 
Environmental Representative 

Interim Namadgi Advisory Board 



Progressing the Canberra Plan 
Last year the A C T Government 
launched a major review of the overall 
plan for Canberra which, it is hoped, 
will reflect changes that have taken 
place since the last planning review was 
undertaken and will position the 
Territory to cope with future trends. The 
Canberra Plan will have three 
components: a spatial plan, a social plan 
and an economic white paper, the last-
named component having been released 
earlier this year. The development of the 
spatial plan during last year saw an 
extensive period of information 
exchange and community consultation, 
and at that time it was envisaged that the 
spatial plan would be ready to go to the 
Legislative Assembly by mid to late 
2003. The January bushfires and the 
investigation and studies that flowed 
from them have, of course, impacted on 
the development of the plan but it is still 
hoped that the spatial plan will reach the 
Assembly this year. This may prove to 
be an ambitious time scale in view of the 
inter-relationship between the studies 
flowing from the fires and land use 
policies which form the heart of the 
spatial plan. 

Two important opportunities for 
community input into the plan are now 
open: participation in a Canberra spatial 
plan summit and response to a draft 
report on the study into non-urban fire-
affected areas of the A C T . 

The Canberra Spatial Plan Summit— 
A City Like No Other—is to be held on 
June 11 and 12 in the National 
Convention Centre and will provide an 
update on the development of the plan 
and seek public discussion of the 

relevant issues. I attended an earlier 
forum on the Canberra Plan in 
September last (reported in the 
December 2002 Bulletin) which was 
informative and stimulating even if, in 
my view, it failed to cover 
environmental issues adequately. If the 
coming forum is of the same high 
standard it will repay attendance. The 
development of the plan during the 
second half of the year will provide 
further opportunities for community 
input and involvement and will also 
address the process of integrating into 
its fabric the findings of the 
investigations triggered by the bushfires. 

One of these studies which is of 
particular relevance to the NPA is the 
study into non-urban fire affected areas. 
This study requires submissions by the 
middle of May; NPA is consulting with 
other conservation groups in the 
preparation of a response. The intention 
is mat a draft report from the study be 
completed by June 20 and be available 
for public consultation prior to decisions 
being made by the end of August. The 
time for community response will 
apparently be limited, but the potential 
for the study to influence fundamental 
issues of land use in the Territory can be 
seen from the following extract from the 
terms of reference. 

This study will consider issues 
including the best use of non-
urban land for the sustainable 
development of the Territory and 
the impacts on the infrastructure, 
the adjacent areas, the urban 
perimeter and the region. The 
output of this study will form an 

input to the ongoing development 
of the Canberra Plan. 
The study will be required to: 
1. Determine (he boundary of the 
study area. The study may include 
land in addition to that affected by 
the bushfires to take into account 
issues relating to catchment 
management or the amalgamation 
of land for efficient use. 
2. Consider the main economic, 
social, recreational and 
environmental needs and potential 
of the ACT and region over the 
next 25 years, as determined by 
studies such as those in the 
Canberra Plan currently under 
development. 
3. Consider the strategic 
development of the land for a 
range of activities such as: 

a) Softwood and hardwood 
forests; 

b) River and other corridors; 
c) Recreational use; 
d) Native landscapes and nature 

parks; 
e) Broadacre rural activities 

including farming; 
f) Rural residential. 

The second half of 2003 is shaping 
up to be a very important period in the 
formulation of plans for the structure 
and land use of the A C T . Community 
and individual involvement in this 
process could impact significantly on 
the outcomes. 

Syd Comfort 

Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group 
Work has continued with weed control, 
and reseeding of areas where due to 
poor germination or fire damage there is 
little regeneration. 

But the big news is that A C T Forests 
is now keen to harvest the merchantable 
trees in the remaining pine stands in the 
regeneration area, and what's more it is 
intended to make an early start on doing 
this. It is understood that this will not 
mean that all the pines will be removed 
but that a substantial number will, and 
thus open the way for the remainder to 

be felled and, perhaps, the opportunity 
of burning the trash next autumn. If this 
were to happen, seeding of most of the 
area could take place by the middle of 
next year. This may be a rather too 
optimistic outlook but the prospect of 
major felling in the near future opens up 
exciting possibilities. 

In the meantime Martin Chalk is 
about to initiate a program of water 
testing in the regeneration area in 
conjunction with the catchment group. 

Syd Comfort 

Next G B R G work party 

Saturday 14 June 

Meet at 
Visitor Centre 9:15 am or 

Yankee Hat car park 
at 10:00 am 



Rabbit warrens laid bare 

Syd Comfort (left) and Babette Scougall (right) exhibit different styles in marking rabbit warrens in Orroral Valley. 
Photos from Babette Scougall 

Bushfires which swept through Namadgi 
destroyed much of the under-storey and 
grass cover which had hidden many of 
the rabbit warrens in the park, 
particularly those in and adjacent to the 
grassy valleys. Park staff, wishing to 
take advantage of this situation in order 
to locate warrens, requested NPA 
members to undertake an extensive 
coverage of the Orroral Valley area to 
identify and plot warrens. Work parties 
organised over a number days in mid 
April found members working in pairs 
doing a ground search for warrens, 
marking them with coloured bamboos 
and using GPS to record the locations. 
Association members devoted over 300 
hours to this task and recorded some 
500 warrens. The warrens varied greatly 
in extent, many relatively small, and 

only a proportion showing signs of 
recent use. Most members were 
surprised to see the extent of the rabbit 
network but, interestingly, very few of 
the target species were actually seen. 

Rangers Darren Rosso and Jeremy 
Watson are coordinating this survey. 
They say that at the moment both 
myxomatosis and calicivirus are active 
in Namadgi and the fires have placed 
additional pressure on the rabbits thus 
there is an opportunity to further reduce 
rabbit numbers. They plan to plot the 
data which has been accumulated, relate 
it to the distribution of significant items 
such as Aboriginal sites and then 
determine the appropriate control 
measures for the warrens. I expect that 
the actual number of warrens to be 
destroyed will be limited by the 

resources available but am told that even 
if some of the warrens are not tackled at 
this stage the detail of their location will 
be useful in monitoring the rabbit 
problem. 

Syd Comfort 

There are numerous opportunities to 
assist with the 

Bushfire Recovery Effort 
either at weekends or on weekdays. 

See Outings Program 



Rehabilitating the Transgrid powerline 
easements 
The guest speaker for the March general 
meeting was Roger Good, Senior 
Projects Manager, N S W National Parks 
and Wildlife Service. Roger has had a 
very long professional interest in the 
ecological well-being of the Australian 
Alps. He worked with the N S W Soil 
Conservation Service in the restoration 
and revegetation of alpine lands when 
Kosciuszko National Park was declared, 
as research officer/botanist for N P W S 
and was seconded to the CSIRO to 
develop a computer-based natural 
resource and fire management program 
for the park. At present he is 
supervising/advising Transgrid on 
appropriate ecological techniques to 
restore the extensively denuded and 
degraded powerline easement. 

NPA was fortunate that Roger was 
able to talk to us so soon after the 
devastating January fires. Roger has a 
deep and abiding interest in fire 
management and one of his principal 
concerns is about the so-called 'experts' 
who advocate prescribed burning based 
on hearsay rather than scientific 
evidence. Roger believes that there is no 
one single identifier to indicate when a 
prescribed burn would undoubtedly be 
beneficial. 'Fuel load' is often put 
forward as a measurable, identifiable 
quantity and its advocates deem that a 
prescribed bum is necessary when fuel 
loads exceed a certain minimum in all 
circumstances. Roger pointed out that 
the fuel load in alpine ash 
(E. delegatensis) is invariably many 
times greater than the 'acceptable' level. 
Oo most occasions the fuel load in the 
alpine ash forests simply would not burn 
and on those occasions when a burn 
would be successful the 'controlled' 
burn would produce a wildfire! 

An unfortunate social consequence 
of the debate on prescribed burning, 
Roger believes, is that it tends to 
overshadow and thus negate discussion 
on the development and implementation 
of other effective fire protection policies 
and measures. Roger also pointed out 
that Namadgi National Park is 
Canberra's major water catchment and 
that litter cover is extremely important 
for catchment protection. 

The 1985 inquiry into bush fires put 
forward a series of recommendations 
regarding fire planning and 
unfortunately the majority o f these 
recommendations were not addressed. 
Roger's thoughts will prove valuable to 

NPA as it puts together submissions to 
the current bushfire inquiries. 

T r a n s g r i d 

Transgrid is the corporatised line 
transmission agency of the former N S W 
Electricity Commission. The agency's 
primary objective is the cost-effective 
control of power transmission. Its 
predominant culture is engineering and, 
until recently, it did not have any 
expertise in land management and, 
unfortunately, it would seem that it was 
not well-briefed by the park services. 
[My own understanding from Roger's 
talk was that not even legal easements 
had been provided for the powerlines]. 
In the early months of 2001 contractors 
for Transgrid totally cleared all 
vegetation, and in some instances soil as 
well, under the powerlines for a distance 
of about 150km in Namadgi, 
Kosciuszko and Brindabella National 
Parks. While the cleared area was only 
some hundreds of hectares in total it was 
nevertheless a considerable area in terms 
of park management and the potential 
for erosion and stream sedimentation. It 
also had considerable visible aesthetic 
impact. And it was not only the actual 
clearing that was a problem—large 
timber and soil windrows had been 
pushed up along the boundaries of the 
easements. 

Transgrid accepted responsibility for 
the damage and they also readily 
accepted the challenge to undertake an 
ecologically-based restoration. Roger 
became the supervisor of the process for 
the N S W Parks Service. 

Prior to the January fires ecological 
restoration techniques were being used 
to ensure that the rehabilitation's end 
results were in sympathy with the 
management programs and objectives of 
the respective parks and were designed 
to ensure that future maintenance of the 
transmission line easemenls would meet 
park requirements. Future maintenance 
will account for the ecological 
requirements of native vegetation 
through the application of a range and 
combination of treatments including 
slashing and periodic planned patch 
burning, and so replace the previous 
singular objective of vegetation clearing. 

The initial rehabilitation program 
involved the removal of timber from the 
timber and spoil heaps. The timber was 
relocated and placed in 'contour 

windrows' towards the outer margins to 
control and divert runoff. Over a period 
of time (3-5 years?) the timber was to be 
chipped and spread over the site. 
Limited use was also made of earth 
contour banks to divert runoff to 
appropriate stable vegetated discharge 
points. At the same rime, as much of the 
displaced topsoil as possible was 
returned to the site. The N S W 
Environment Protection Authority 
required that some areas with a potential 
to pollute or erode were to be left 
without rehabilitation and these became 
monitoring sites. Water quality, runoff 
and sedimentation data are to be 
collected from these sites. 

After canle were removed from the 
Main Range the area was revegetated in 
the 1960s and 70s, so data and 
experience were both available for the 
Transgrid program. Initially there was a 
thorough examination of soil type to 
gain an indication of both appropriate 
procedures and site specific species. 
Throughout much of the area a 
stabilising crop of sterile rye com (the 
only non-native species used) was sown, 
followed by an application of straw 
mulch to insulate against cold ambient 
temperatures and frost heave. 
(Interestingly it had been determined 
that any further applications of mulch 
after the onset of frost would only 
contribute to the maintenance of cold 
soil conditions). 

At the same time native shrub seed 
collection was being undertaken to 
provide tubestock for planting in sites 
where the cover crop technique was not 
possible or was inappropriate. It was 
planned lo sow the native seed mix into 
the stabilised and mulched areas to 
provide an early return of native shrub 
cover that could be managed effectively 
in the easement management program in 
future years. The aim is to have a native 
vegetation cover of principally 
leguminous species that will be 
sufficiently dense to inhibit the 
germination of eucalypt species. Thus it 
should not be necessary to conduct any 
large scale clearing again. 

The fires, o f course, have undone 
much of this work—even the timber 
windrows are gone. However, Roger is 
sure that sufficient success was evident 
before the fires to warrant the 



On the road to nowhere 
The March 2003 edition of the Colong 
Bulletin contained an article headed 
'ON THE ROAD TO NOWHERE', 
advocating that the Braidwood-Nowra 
road should not be upgraded. I did not 
think the author presented a very good 
case and this article is, in part, my reply. 
It points out to the Colong Committee 
how necessary it is to relieve congestion 
on the Clyde Mountain Road and the 
benefits of shorter distance, fuel 
economy, time and safety. 

The Braidwood-Nowra road is far 
from being a 'road to nowhere' and 
since it is a link road it must have 
beginnings and ends from both 
directions. The upgrading has been an 
election promise for years and the 
money has now been allocated. The 
completion and consideration of the 
Environment Impact Statement is the 
only step before work can commence. 

As roads go in New South Wales, 
the Braidwoood to Nowra Road is a 
road of antiquity. In 1824 Braidwood 
Wilson, whose name is perpetuated in 
present Braidwood, advocated a road 
from Braidwood to Jervis Bay as a route 
to the coast. It was explored by Murray 
of Yarralumla in 1839 and built as the 
Wool Road. Nowra was declared to be a 
site for a government town in 1852. In 
1900 Sassafras was proposed as one of 
the sites for the Federal Capital. In 
1912, a route was surveyed to provide 
Canberra with a rail link to Jervis Bay, 
which followed closely the present road 
route. 

Apart from the short climb from the 
Endrick to the Sassafras plateau (which 
has already been re-routed and 

surfaced), and at its northern end, the 
road is a gentle route with none of the 
congested steep grades, tight curves, 
safety ramps and landslides of the Clyde 
Mountain route. Similar conditions exist 
on the Kangaroo Valley, Jamberoo and 
Macquarie Pass routes which access 
Canberra and the Monaro from 
Wollongong south. 

All traffic from Nowra south would 
want to access the road rather than 
follow the now overloaded Prince's 
Highway and the Clyde Mountain climb. 
It is 68km shorter, with considerable 
savings in fuel due to the shorter 
distance, avoiding steep grades and 
traffic jam conditions over the long 
climb. I would have thought the savings 
in greenhouse emissions would have 
been a real plus for the Colong 
Committee. 

The road at present is almost a full 
two-lane route except on the climb from 
above the Endrick to the protected 
Pancake Rocks. Two alternative routes 
were investigated to avoid this natural 
feature, but were abandoned because of 
cost. The route will be preserved and 
will come by the Pancake Rocks 
allowing them to be preserved in all of 
their beauty. If 46ha (a small area) is 
excised from Morton National Park it is 
a mark of the skill of the original 
surveyors of the route and the amount 
would be returned to the park as the old 
route will be abandoned. 

At present there have been 
progressive upgradings on the Nerriga-
Braidwood section with bitumen and 
hard-surfacing. Two two-lane, high level 
concrete bridges have been built over 

the Endrick and Corang rivers and there 
are re-alignments and preparations for 
hard surfacing and bitumen. The only 
old bridge remaining is a single lane 
wooden one over the Mongarlowe River 
and no doubt, being of wood, it will not 
last forever, and eventually will have to 
be replaced in concrete. 

A natural gas pipe tine has followed 
the route from Nowra to near 
Braidwood with its contractor being 
obliged to restore and harden the road. 
Apart from that, the Shoaihaven Shire 
has earlier carried out improvements 
with ballast and widening the Ettrema 
section. So except for a couple of small 
sections it is a full two-lane road. 

I have no doubt anyone who 
previously would have travelled over the 
Clyde Mountain and followed heavy 
trucks up or down it, will travel the 
improved route north to Nowra, Jervis 
Bay and then possibly south as far as 
Milton and Ulladulla. 

At present the road surface has been 
allowed to deteriorate as is always the 
case when reconstruction is planned, so 
it is a bit bumpy with corrugations and 
pot holes. The old mud baths have been 
eliminated with the building of the gas 
line 

No doubt the village of Nerriga will 
prosper from the passing traffic. The 
area through Morton will be protected 
and if further development takes place 
along the road it will at least take that 
much pressure away from the coast. 

Reg Alder 

Rehabilitating the Transgrid powerline easements 
continued from page 16 

continuance of the present program. The 
rehabilitation provides opportunities to 
assess techniques as well as 
opportunities to monitor the cleared 
areas as they recover to a stable and 
manageable native vegetation cover. 
Additionally there will be the 
opportunity to study the zone between 
the bushland and cleared areas. Long 
term monitoring will facilitate the 
development of sound management/ 

maintenance programs for the 
easements, an integral part of the parks 
through which the easements and 
powerlines pass. As it stands today 
Transgrid is developing an ecological 
land management culture. 

At the conclusion of his presentation 
Roger offered to answer questions. As 
could be expected most of the questions 
from the floor were directed at the 
recent fires, rather than the Transgrid 

issue. Roger's experience and expertise 
was greatly appreciated by all present. 
But, perhaps best of all, Roger offered 
to come and address NPA again, 
specifically on the topic of fires. 

Kevin McCue warmly thanked 
Roger on our behalf. 

Len Haskew 



P A R K W A T C H 
Marsupial sinks dam! 
The headline "Marsupial sinks dam" on 
the front page of Tlie Advocate 
newspaper on 24 January 2003, 
announced that the Tasmanian 
Conservation Trust (TCT) had 
comprehensively won an appeal against 
die approval of the proposed Meander 
Dam. The Resource Management and 
Planning Appeal Tribunal ruled 
unequivocally in favour of the TCT, 
supporting all four grounds of appeal and 
overturning the original approval. This is 
a major victory for threatened species 
protection and sustainable water use. 

The T C T appeal dealt specifically 
with the failure of the proponent and of 
the two assessing bodies (the Assessment 
Committee for Dam Construction and the 
Board of Environmental Management 
and Pollution Control) to properly assess 
the impacts of the proposal on spotted-
tailed, or spotted quolls and the South 
Esk heath sub-species Epacris aff. 
exserta, and the failure to propose 
adequate mitigation measures for these 
impacts. 

The weight of expert evidence 
provided by the TCT obviously found 
favour with the Tribunal, as the 11 page 
decision is full of criticism of the 
Meander Dam proposal. The Tribunal 
found mat the impacts on spotted-tailed 
quolls were likely to be more significant 
man the proponent claimed, but needed 
further work to be substantiated. The 
proposed mitigation measures were also 
considered questionable. Impacts on die 
Epacris were undoubtedly significant, and 
the Tribunal stated mat *no way was 
apparent of avoiding or even substantially 
mitigating these impacts'. 

The Web Autumn 2003 

Widespread hazard reduction 
burning NOT the answer 
The Queensland Parks and Wildlife 
Service justifies frequent broadscale 
burning of the Fraser Island World 
Heritage area, which it describes as 
'ecological burning'. In Wambaliman, 
the newsletter of the Bundaberg Branch 
of the Wildlife Preservation Society of 
Queensland, Merike Johnson describes 
the 'senseless burning of native bush
land' as follows: 

// is hard to believe that the 
Senice does not know that 
frequent burning results in a loss 
of biodiversity and it creates a 
more fire prone environment. In an 
undisturbed forest, under a natural 
fire regime, the "fuel load" does 
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not keep on building up with time 
but comes to an equilibrium where 
the amount of litter fall is balanced 
by the rate of decay. Natural 
ecosystems have their own fire 
retardant mechanisms which 
reduce the fire hazard but in 
regularly burnt areas these 
mechanisms are destroyed and 
more fire-prone vegetation 
develops which creates a fire 
hazard. 

Johnson writes of the Christmas 
2001 N S W fires that they 'had little to 
do with "fuel loads" but everything to 
do with the extreme weather conditions.' 
He quotes Bob Debus, Minister for 
Emergency Services who said 'It is just 
not possible to do fuel reduction 
programs that will overcome that kind of 
power. It is futile to expect that hazard 
reduction is going to do very much at all 
to stop fires of the magnitude we have 
experienced.' He also quotes Phil 
Koperberg, N S W Rural Fire Service 
Commissioner, who said ' W e are not 
about scorched earth policy, you don't 
want to get to a point where every 
square inch of N S W is burned every 
couple of years'. These comments are 
equally relevant to this year's fires. The 
higher temperatures, increased climatic 
unreliability and increasing fire 
frequency forecast by the CSIRO are no 
doubt augmenting the effects of drought. 

The Colong Bulletin March 2003 

Reef escapes coral bleaching 
Marine experts say the Great Barrier 
Reef has escaped coral bleaching this 
summer. 

Last year, the reef had one of its 
worst bleaching episodes on record, 
with between 60 and 95 per cent of the 
coral on most reefs being severely 
damaged. 

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park 
Authority spokesman Paul Marshall says 
the reef has been given the all-clear in 
the short-term, but the prospect of coral 
bleaching is increasing, as global 
temperatures rise. 

'Because weather is such a variable 
phenomenon year to year, it's hard to 
predict exactly what will happen,' he 
said. 

'But we know that because of global 
climate change every year it's a little bit 
more likely than it was previously that 
we'll have unusually warm conditions 
and that's what leads to coral 
bleaching.' 

ABC news item, 4 April 2003 
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Getting tough on illegal 
clearing 
Landholders who illegally clear trees 
will face severe penalties under a 
package of reforms flagged today 
(22/01/03) by Premier Peter Beattie and 
Minister for Natural Resources Stephen 
Robertson which will go to Cabinet 
shortly. 

They said proposed new 
enforcement measures are a response to 
evidence from satellite imagery of 
widespread illegal clearing indicating 
2150 instances of suspected illegal 
clearing during 1999-2001 . This covers 
61 000 hectares and included 8000ha of 
endangered vegetation with 36 OOOha of 
suspected clearing on leasehold land. 

'Illegal clearing is vandalism the 
Government will not tolerate—it flies in 
the face of the trust we placed in 
landholders when we reformed 
vegetation management controls after 
coming to government' they said. 

NPA News April 2003 

Heat rises on alpine 
treehuggers 
If moisture and temperature are the key 
limiting factors for the geographic ranges 
of flora and fauna, men climate change is 
likely to have profound effects on the 
earth's biota. Already we have begun to 
see signs of global warming; warmer 
ocean temperatures, coral bleaching and 
shrinking ice caps. 

One of the major concerns of 
scientists relates to die effect climate 
change will have on geographic 
distributions of species. Will living 
creatures be able to migrate fast enough 
to keep pace with global warming? Or 
will genetic adaptations to local 
environments be lost forever? 

Northern Australia, and Queensland 
in particular, is one of the few tropical 
regions that contain a range of 
ecosystems, varying from alpine to arid 
environments. These environments are 
very susceptible to aspects associated 
with climate change - which doesn't give 
much hope to species with very specific 
and restricted habitat requirements. 
Warnings from the Bush, a peer-reviewed 
report compiled by Climate Action 
Network Australia, identifies 90 
Australian animals that are at risk from 
climate change. Many species are iconic, 
such as the koala and the hairy- nosed 
wombat, but others are less well known. 
The lemuroid ringtail possum 
(Hernibelideus lemuroides) is one such 
continued on page 19 



Public land use in the Goulburn region 
At the November 2002 meeting of the 
association John Briggs, an officer from 
the NSW National Parks and Wildlife 
Service (NPWS), outlined proposals for 
the future use of crown lands and state 
forests in the Goulburn region. This 
region covers an area of 1.44m ha and 
extends from Binalong to Marulan and 
from Bungendore to Oberon The 
development of these proposals flowed 
from the conclusion of the Forest 
Agreement for the southern region in 
2001 which determined which state 
forest areas would be reserved and 
which would be retained for timber 
harvesting. There is, however, no native 
forest industry in the Goulbum region. 
The study was undertaken by a working 
group with representatives from a 
number of agencies including Lands and 
Water Conservation, State Forests, 
Agriculture and National Parks and 
Wildlife. John's roles are to manage the 
compilation of technical data, assist the 
working group and assist in the 
preparation of the report. 

The objectives of the study are the 
improved protection of the key 
environmental values of the area and the 
maintenance of important social and 
economic values, particularly access to 
mineral resources. John set out a profile 
of the land holding in the region which 
showed that although 20 per cent of the 
area is public land, the only land 
available for consideration in this 
proposal is native state forest (one per 
cent), crown land under annual licence 
(three per cent) and vacant and crown 
land reserved for special purposes—a 
comparatively small area, indeed. The 
socio-economic profile showed that only 
a small part of the workforce in the 
region is employed in agriculture (12 
per cent) and highlighted the importance 
of softwood plantations, mining, tourism 
and an increasing rural residential 
component. 

Areas of key environmental value 
were identified by assessing attributes 
contributing to high conservation values, 

including poorly reserved forest 
ecosystems, endangered ecological 
communities (EEC), threatened species, 
regionally rare plant species and places 
of Aboriginal cultural value. Amongst 
the endangered ecological communities 
identified was the yellow box-red gum 
woodland of which only five to ten per 
cent remains on all tenures in the 
Goulburn region. Natural temperate 
grasslands listed as EEC were identified 
in the region, and ten forest ecosystems 
were identified as having less than 15 
per cent reserved and thus below the 
target set by the expert panel. Twenty-
five threatened plants and 44 threatened 
animals were identified in the Goulburn 
region, many of which are not found in 
reserves and whose protection relies on 
survival in private land and other public 
land. 

Having identified these items of 
conservation value for which protection 
was desirable, the study entered a stage 
of inter-agency negotiation in which 
these conservation targets were balanced 
against other considerations such as 
economic and social values, mineral 
values and potential, management issues 
and public submissions. The outcome of 
this process was the recommendation 
that a farther 21 OOOha of land be 
declared as reserves and that 22 OOOha 
of crown land be recognised as having 
identified conservation value. 

The areas covered by these 
recommendations may at first sight 
appear substantial but the actual 
achievement of conservation targets 
provided by these proposals is quite 
modest. In relation to forest ecosystems, 
only two of these had targets met, 17 
showed small improvements and 22 had 
no improvement .Only three threatened 
plants and three threatened animals were 
reserved. The Travelling Stock Reserves 
(TSR) were found to hold land of 
significant conservation value and 
although the Rural Land Protection 
Boards would retain management of 
these, there has been agreement to 

increase management for conservation 
and to seek funding for partnership 
management with the NPWS. For 
various reasons several areas of high 
conservation value will be retained by 
the Department of Lands and Water 
Conservation. 

John summed up the achievements 
of the proposals in the following way: 

•Only a small and fragmented part of 
the Goulburn region is available for 
reservation. 

• For only a small number of forest 
ecosystems have the targets been 
achieved. 

• Few additional threatened species and 
ecologically endangered communities 
are better protected. 

•There is a need for voluntary private 
land purchase to achieve the desired 
reserved land system. 

• Enhanced management by the Rural 
Land Protection Boards and the 
Department of Lands and Water 
Conservation is desirable. 

• Enhanced management on private land 
is essential in the longer term for the 
survival of many species. 

• Funding is needed to assist the above 
three proposals. 

At the time of writing, no decision 
has been made by the NSW Government 
on the proposals which John outlined in 
his address. 

This study highlights the limitations 
in achieving improvement in 
environmental conservation in areas 
where land use is already established 
and there are powerful constraints on the 
availability of land to meet 
environmental needs. 

Perhaps there is a lesson for the ACT 
in all this. At a time when many 
planning processes are in train, the 
opportunities that these provide to press 
for the proper recognition of 
conservation values should be taken up. 

Syd Comfort 

P A R K W A T C H continued from previous page 

species. So named because it reminded 
early naturalists of the Madagascan 
lemur, this possum is the most strictly 
upland dwelling of all the Australian 
ringtail species. Found in restricted 
rainforests of the Atherton Tablelands, 
it is strictly nocturnal and arboreal, 
and preferred habitats are between an 
altitude of450 and 1200 metres. 

Other than climate change, the 
biggest threat to the lemuroid ringtail 
possum and other rainforest species 
such as the Herbert river ringtail and 
the coppery brushtail, is logging or 
landclearing. Of the rainforest 
possums, the lemuroid ringtail seems 
to be the least able to survive in 
patches of remnant forest Studies 

report the possum to be extremely 
reluctant to cross even short distances 
to return to forest from which it has 
become separated. 

habitat Australia, February 2003 

Compiled by Len Haskew 



Trekking in the Indian Himalayas 

Pandim the unclimbahle (6691m) viewed through silver firs and rhododendrons 
from Tsokko (3100m). Photo Roger Farrow 

Christine Kendrick and Roger 
Farrow's trek, April-May 2002 

We chose a trek to a relatively 
undeveloped (tourist-wise) part of the 
Himalayas to see the wildlife of 
unexploited montane forests and alpine 
meadows. We went in April, rather than 
the more traditional autumn period (with 
its clear skies), in order to see the spring 
flower display, especially that of the 
rhododendrons. We decided on an 
organised trek because of the relative 
remoteness of the area and went in a 
small group with the Canberra-based 
Trekking Company. The owners are a 
Nepalese couple who have homes in 
Darjeeling and Kathmandu as well as 
Canberra. During the trekking season 
the wife resides in Darjeeling to 
organise the treks while the husband 
organises the travel and permits here 
and investigates other trekking 
destinations. They proved to be an 
exceptionally caring couple assisted by 
an equally caring and devoted team of 
Sherpa guides and cooks and paid great 
attention to the individual needs of the 
participants, whether it was natural 
history, photography or cultural 
interests. 

We travelled to Calcutta for two 
days of escorted sightseeing, which were 
a great experience as well as a culinary 
delight. Our Sherpa. who was to 
accompany us on the trek, even came 
from Darjeeling to look after us and 
took us around the sights including a 
visit to the historic Oberoi Hotel. We 
had drinks in the lounge adorned with 
photos of shooting parties (surrounded 
by huge piles of dead game), polo 
matches and visiting royalty during the 
days of the Raj. At the Botanic Gardens 
we circumnavigated the famous banyan, 
featured in the Guinness Book of 
Records as the tree with the greatest 
diameter in the world—a bit of a fraud 
really as it simply consists of an ever 
expanding jungle of prop roots from a 
central trunk which is long dead. At the 
Indian Museum, next to our hotel, the 
faded, dusty insect collection spoke of 
better days, as did the dried-out jars of 
withered fish from which the alcohol 
had long evaporated. However, the 
Victorian building in which the material 
was housed was definitely meant to last. 
We even got a glimpse of the site of the 
infamous Black Hole of Calcutta in the 
city centre. 

The streets next to our hotel were 
full of the homeless sleeping under 
plastic sheets, which were neatly rolled 
up each day. Their ablutions were 
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routinely performed early each morning 
beneath the water hydrants, and meals 
were cooked on the sidewalk; their day 
was passed as if in a rural village, but 
under the feet of the passers-by. The 
garbage collection system was 
remarkable: early in the morning carts of 
rubbish were dumped in a huge pile on 
the road outside the hotel. A motley 
collection of dogs, crows and vultures 
then did the primary recycling for a few 
hours. When we returned from 
sightseeing all the remaining rubbish 
had been removed by means unknown 
and the cycle started again the next 
morning. 

We were put on the night train for 
Siligiri. the station serving Darjeeling, 
and this was another experience in itself. 
The sleeping compartments have a 
central corridor but no doors and all 
night people walked through to get to 
the toilet next door, as well as carrying 
out loud animated conversations, so we 
didn't get much sleep. Dawn came with 
a view of the vast Indian plain of 
northern Bengal. Porterage was yet 
another phenomenon: at Siligiri station, 
for example, after much bargaining, a 
guy would cany all Five kit bags of the 
group (three on his head and one on 
each arm, a total of about 100kg) up 
over the rail bridge to the carpark. We 
were met by a minibus for the drive 
from the plains at 100m altitude to 
Darjeeling at 2000m and entered this 
peculiar world of English country 
houses and churches and boarding 
schools of every denomination, among 
the tea plantations and stands of 
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Cryptomeria cypresses introduced from 
Japan. Darjeeling was a creation of the 
British for R&R, and for tea production 
for which the Nepalis were brought in. 
Now it's a typical bustling Indian city, 
but one in which everything has to be 
brought up from the plains. It has water 
shortages, power outages and a 
congested road system because of the 
mountainous terrain. We were lodged in 
a small hotel run by a Tibetan family 
who were originally sponsored by the 
owners of our trekking company. 

After two days of sightseeing in the 
city, including afternoon tea with 
cucumber sandwiches at the 
"Windermere", we left for seven days of 
trekking along the Singalila ridge 
separating India from Nepal, climbing to 
about 3606m through rhododendron and 
fir forest, much of it cleared and 
degraded for yak grazing. Our trek for 
the five of us was supported by 15 
porters, three cooks and the Sherpa 
leader! We mostly stayed in government 
lodges, which were poorly maintained, 
mostly through lack of funds. They were 
incredibly damp and cold as there was 
no heating in order to conserve 
firewood, although the porters and staff 
always had roaring fires in their 
quarters. The private lodges run by 
Tibetan immigrants were much more up
market, with hot running water and flush 
toilets which actually worked, but we 
only managed to stay at one of these 
although we did visit some for morning 
tea. The monsoon arrived early bringing 
mist and drizzle so we did not get the 
expected views of the forests and 



Roger, Mark and Christine in blizzard at Samithi Lake (4340m) where the party 
turned back. Photo Roger Farrow 

mountains except for one morning 
where we clicked away for hours at the 
distant Kanchenjunga Range which we 
hoped to see at close quarters on the 
next trek. 

There were in fact five of us on the 
first part of the trip but only three on the 
second (including us!). After spending a 
couple of days in Darjeeling, including a 
trip on the toy train, we drove north to 
Yoksum in western Sikkim (crossing 
some awesome landslides on the way). 
Yoksum is an ancient capital of Sikkim 
and the ruins of a palace can be seen. 
Our second trek commenced here and 
we could see our destination—the snow-
covered Kanchenjunga Rnge in the 
distance. The mists and poor weather 
continued and we left in a steady drizzle 
accompanied by a convoy of dzhos (a 
yak/cow cross) instead of porters, a new 
Sherpa guide, the same trusty cooks and 
a cloud of biting midges. This walk 
started at a much lower elevation and we 
climbed through subtropical rainforest 
into deciduous forest, then into conifer 
and rhododendron forest and finally into 
rhododendron and grass heath. 

The first two nights were spent in 
lodges and then, once we climbed out of 
the forests at about 4000m, we camped; 
and on the second night awoke to a thick 
carpet of snow. That day we trudged up 
over glacial moraines to the highest 
camp at Samithi (4340m) from where 
we were to ascend to a pass at the foot 
of the Guiche glacier at over 5000m for 
a view of Kanchenjunga. However, the 
weather closed in, we were enveloped in 
a blizzard and the wind was too strong 
to erect the tents, so after some photos at 
Samithi Lake we descended to the 
previous campsite. In fact the Sherpa 
was so worried about the conditions that 
he and the cooks, who normally never 
carry any loads, took our kit down 
without waiting for the dzhos to 
reassemble. We returned by the same 
route and arrived two days ahead of 
schedule at Yoksom. We spent our two 
extra days walking around the valley 
visiting monasteries and a holy lake but 
were plagued by leeches and biting 
midges! Ironically, the day we left for 
Darjeeling we got the perfect views of 
Kanchenjunga! We drove and flew to 

Kathmandu for a few days sightseeing 
before catching Singapore Airlines 
direct to Singapore and Oz. 

Although the weather was very 
disappointing and we never reached our 
final destination, the spring flower 
display of rhododendron, magnolias, 
daphne, etc lived up to all expectations; 
but even that did not compare with the 
overall experience of walking through 
majestic, pristine forests of oak, beech, 
chestnut, bamboo, various conifers and 
rhododendrons. We even saw some 
magnificent specimens of red cedar. 

I should mention something about 
the birdlife, which was equally 
spectacular; we loved the cuckoos, 
which called monotonously but 
melodiously wherever we travelled; they 
included the aptly named brain-fever 
bird. Although I purchased several bird 
books at the well-stocked Oxford 
bookshop in Darjeeling, I never 
succeeded in identifying every bird seen. 
One of the problems is that many of the 
illustrations are made from museum 
specimens and in real life the birds 
adopt quite different postures that are 
difficult to relate to the pictures. There 
is a real opportunity for an expert to 
produce a 'Readers Digest Book' of 
photographs of Himalayan birds. Also, 

none of the texts I bought were 
comprehensive enough and I believe I 
was seeing species that were simply not 
in the books, including the elusive 
ultramarine flycatcher, which was very 
frustrating. Palaearctic groups, such as 
the warblers, titmice, thrushes, 
woodpeckers, and finches mix with the 
subtropical groups, such as the fantails 
(which are virtually identical with their 
Australian cousins) and the 
spectacularly coloured flower peckers 
(which appear to be the major 
pollinators of rhododendrons as it is too 
cold for insect pollinators). We were 
also lucky enough to see the monal, a 
large lustrous black pheasant that lives 
above the tree Line. I know every visiting 
birdo goes 'wow* about Australian 
birdlife, but I believe that happens 
whenever you see a new bird fauna and 
the Himalayas is no exception. It would 
be good to go on a bird watching 
expedition to learn more but I don't 
think much trekking would get done, as 
there is just so much to see in so many 
different habitats. 

Roger Farrow 

Environment Volunteer of the Year 
At the ACT "Volunteer of the Year 
Awards 2003 held on May 14, 
Rosemary Blemings was presented with 
the award in the environment category 

by Margaret Reid. Rosemary was 
nominated for the award by the Friends 
of Grasslands but she has also been very 
active in the Canberra Field Naturalists 

and the Australian Native Plants 
Society, Canberra Region. 

Congratulations, Rosemary. 



Letter to the Editor 
Thank you for publishing ray letter in 
the March Bulletin. Perhaps I could now 
comment on one or two other issues, 
prompted by Di Thompson's report in 
that issue entitled "International Year of 
the Mountains Conference". 

I am concerned about the debate on 
options for either removing or 
redefining the term "wilderness" in the 
new Namadgi Plan of Management. If 
the NPA is serious about conservation 
can there be any compromises? Should 
we not only do everything, we can to 
ensure that "wilderness" remains in the 
Management Plan but also work to have 
the narrowest possible definition 
adopted? Wilderness is not about having 
a pristine playground for a few 
bushwalkers. Nor is it about satisfying 
the consciences of a group of crack-pot 
greenies. It is about saving the world. 
Omitted from my letter in the March 
Bulletin due to space limitations, was a 
quote from the Editor of the Scotland-
based The Great Outdoors magazine, 
Dec. 2002. He made a most important 
point: 

... very few of us value land, or 
nature, in an aesthetic or 
philosophical sense. We argue that 
people must come first, that 
sustainable development of the 
finest parts of our natural heritage 
must include jobs for people, must 
be economically beneficial to the 
community, or else it's a fake 
sustainability. 

Much current conservation 
politics suggests that if we can 
develop nature in such a way that 
is gainful to man then we can 
enjoy the natural environment as 
some sort of luxury. But sometimes 
we have to remember that land 
and wildlife have their own being 
in their own right. Sometimes we 
have to put conservation first... 

The more we damage the various 
elements in the great web of 
creation the more we affect the 
great interconnectedness of things 
around us and the more we 
potentially harm this planet on 
which we depend. Conservation 
then isn't so much about saving 
the Earth as protecting the 
environment that supports 
mankind. 

In the USA, national parks are not 
synonymous with wilderness. There may 
be development within national parks. 
However, the U S A has also seen fit to 
proclaim vast areas as wilderness. 
Proclaimed wilderness areas have a 
narrow definition. Such areas are 
roadless, may not include any permanent 
manmade structures and all forms of 
motorised transport are banned. If we 
are prepared to allow that land and 
wildlife have their own being in their 
own right, if we are serious about 
safeguarding this planet and thus 
acknowledge the interconnectedness of 
things around us, then this is the only 

definition we should be striving for. The 
trouble with Environment A C T is that it 
is politically orientated. 

I would like to take this opportunity 
to congratulate Kevin McCue on 
becoming President. However, I would 
take issue with his editorial comments 
that the focus of the NPA is to help 
Environment A C T with the restoration 
of Namadgi, "politically and 
physically". The main focus of the NPA 
should be to press for policy changes 
which ensure the establishment and/or 
the preservation of national parks and 
wilderness areas. The NPA should not 
become a workhorse of any government 
department, providing them with free 
labour. Environment A C T is paid to do 
a job. W e should not be saving them 
money and doing that job for them. 
Neither should we be in bed with them 
politically. To do that would be to 
undermine our own objectives. In the 
past I have been concerned that we 
compromise too much with government, 
and when I read Kevin's editorial I 
become even more concerned. The NPA 
should be an important lobby group, 
aggressively placing pressure on 
government to save our natural 
environment before it is too late. 

Barrie Ridgway 

RoSeville, Minnesota, USA 

Namadgi Management Plan Review workshops 
Following community feedback from a Discussion Paper released last year on the future management of Namadgi, 
Environment A C T is holding workshops to discuss the issues raised and possible management directions. 

Date: Wednesday 18 June and Thursday 19 June 2003 (repeat agenda) 
Time: 7:00pm to 9:00pm 
Venue: O'Connell Centre Hall 

Stuart St, Griffith (adjacent to shops) 

Key issues identified by the community include management of recreation and access, plant and animal pests, fire 
management, implications of joint management. 

All welcome, and we are expecting representatives from Kosciuszko NP Planning Team and A C T Recreation Strategy to 
join us. 

Check the website for updated details w w w . e n v i r o n m e n t . a c t . g o v . a u or contact David Scott on 2607 2784 or 
d a v i d . s c o t t @ a c t . g o v . a u 

David Scott 
Planning Coordinator - Namadgi Management Plan 

http://www.environment.act.gov.au
mailto:david.scott@act.gov.au


Book Review 
Nature's Larder: A Field Guide 
to the Native Plants of the NSW 
South Coast. 
By R J Hardwick, Homosapien Books, 
Canberra, 136pp, $33.00. 

This book will help you see the bush 
with new eyes, unless, of course, you are 
already very knowledgeable. Even if 
you have no ambition to harvest bush 
foods, it will help make your walks in 
the bush more meaningful. It might even 
help you change your mind and try some 
of the leaves, roots, fruits and shoots. 

Nature's Larder is a practical guide 
to the location, appearance, growth 
characteristics and edible qualities of 
about 50 species of native plants in the 
region from Wollongong to the 
Victorian border and inland to the Great 
Dividing Range. 

It has a twofold aim: to promote an 
appreciation of the foods that can be 
harvested from native plants in the 
region, and to promote the preservation 
of the bush. "The purpose of this guide," 
the author writes in the Introduction, "is 
to educate the reader about the value of 
our bushland, not to encourage the 
further destruction of it." 

This field guide compresses a huge 
amount of information into a small 
space, and will set the reader on the 
right and safe path to do the trial and 
error and gain the experience necessary 
for developing skills in identification, 
collection and preparation of bush 
foods. 

Native food plants can be tricky. 
They can look quite different in 
different environments, some can only 
be identified in situ when they are in 
flower, and the ripening season of others 
can vary by months according to 
weamer conditions. With the voice of 
personal observation, the author tells of 
a cherry ballart that gave ripe fruit in 
May after a drought summer and in the 
next year did not bear fruit until 
August/S eptember. 

Richard Hardwick developed his 
interest in native plants while he was in 
the Navy, and on leaving the service 
moved with his family to the South 
Coast where he has spent most days for 
the past few years researching and 
photographing the native plant life. 

For this book, he has drawn on 
scientific papers, Aboriginal lore and 
learning and his own extensive 
observations. His approach is scientific 
and aesthetic, and informed by a love of 
the bush. He knows from hands-on 

knowledge what he is talking about: 
"The geebungs are one of the more 
fiddly fruits; not only are they collected 
from the ground, but the unpleasantly 
flavoured skins should be removed 
before consumption. Along with the 
geebung, the flesh from both the devils 
guts and the mistletoe is firmly attached 
to the seed and it can be quite a feat to 
separate the two." 

The guide never loses sight of its 
practical aims—you are advised what to 
collect and how, and also what to avoid. 

Pigface fruit is an "ideal introduction 
to native fruit", both because it is easily 
collected and because of the flavour. 
They have a slightly salty, strawberry-
like taste. 

And there are the leaves of the grey 
saltbush that taste like salty beans, the 
fruit of the cherry ballart which is an 
excellent snack food in the bush, and the 
leaves of the native and false 
sarsaparillas which can be used fresh or 
dried to make a nice cup of tea. 

The seeds of the sweet wattle and 
coast wattle can be steamed in their pods 
while still green, and then easily 
separated; though opening coast wattle 
pods is very fiddly but well worth the 
effort, and long finger nails are an 
advantage. 

On the other hand, the kangaroo 
apple should be avoided because the 
unripe fruit is inedible while ripe fruit 
can be risky and should never be eaten 
except in small quantities. 

Bracken is a "survival food", since 
neither the rhizome nor the crozier are 
appetising, and there are reasons for 
believing the plant contains hydrocyanic 
acid and may even be carcinogenic. For 
a different reason, king orchid rhizomes 
should never be eaten except in a life or 
death situation. They can be made into a 
nutritious starch flour, but their 
collection means destroying the plant— 
and "their destruction for the purposes 
of tasting is inexcusable". Note that as 
orchids are protected, it would also be 
illegal. 

Chapter 2 is devoted to poisonous 
plants and its heading—Poisoning—is 
printed in red, as is some of the text. 
You are warned: "Poisoning is a very 
real threat when eating unidentified 
plant material." 

The red ink warnings are an example 
of the clarity of the text and layout of 
the guide which is certainly intended to 
be used in the field—it has a rule printed 
on the inside front cover for taking the 
measurements of leaves and fruits. 

Diagrams clearly illustrate leaf 
shapes and arrangements. The difference 
between a lanceolate leaf and an 
oblanceolate leaf, for example, is clear 
at a glance. 

The plants are identified by common 
names, genus and species and are 
grouped according to habitat—coastal; 
open forest; climbers, vines and 
parasites; rainforest and creek banks; 
fresh water; lower storey; middle storey 
and upper storey. 

There are 160 colour photographs 
plus drawings and diagrams. At the back 
are tables summarising the annual 
availability and nutritional information, 
and there is a glossary, bibliography and 
comprehensive index. 

Homosapien Books is a relatively 
new addition to the ACT's local 
publishers who do such a valuable job in 
producing books of local historical 
cultural and natural interest. This is an 
excellent production by any standard. 

Copies can be obtained from the 
Botanical Gardens Bookshop and other 
bookshops, or direct from the publisher 
on www.HomosapienBooks.com.au or 
by mail from 12 Bootle Place, Phillip 
ACT 2606 for $33.00 plus $3.50 
postage and packaging. 

Graeme Wicks 

New members 
The association extends a warm 
welcome to the following new members 
and invites them to participate in NPA 
activities. 

Jenny McLeod & Kathryn Wingett 
Chifley 

Hugh & Lorraine Crawley Chapman 

Ian Haynes Macquarie 

George Heinsohn Scullin 

Christine McMurray O'Connor 

Sara Pesenti Chifley 

Dierk & Rosemary von Behrens 
Weetangera 

Diana & Mac Kirby Cook 

http://www.HomosapienBooks.com.au


General Meetings 

Third Thursday of the month 

8:00pm 

Uniting Church hall 

56 Scrivener Street 

O'Connor 

National Parks Association Calendar 

Thursday 19June 2003 
Measuring the tracks 

Dr Sara Beavis 

Centre for Resource and 
Environmental Studies, ANU 

A talk on recreational tracks and trails in 
national parks and reserves. Dr Beavis 
will examine the current status of 
scientific knowledge on the subject and 
identify key knowledge gaps. The issue 
is an important one, given the 
development of management plans 
ahead of the capacity for scientific 
research to deliver information relevant 
to specific sites. 
Dr Beavis. a research fellow at CRES 
with a background in hydrology and 
soils science, has undertaken a number 
of studies to identify the environmental 
impacts of horses in multi-use forests 
and the national estate. 

Thursday 17 July 2003 
"Moments of Wilderness " 
Andrew Lyne 
NPA ACT member and botanist 

Photographs from Canberra Nature 
Park. Andrew Lyne wili present a slide 
show of photographs he has made in 
various nature reserves around Canberra 
that comprise Canberra Nature Park and 
discuss the importance of these reserves 
to the community. 

June July August 

Public holidays \ Mon 9 

Annual General Meeting : Thur 21 

General meetings ! Thur 19 Thur 17 

Committee meetings ! Thur 5 Thur 3 Thur 7 

Gudgenby Bush Regeneration 1 ! Sat 14 Sat 12 Sat9 

Namadgi Management Plan Workshops ! Wed 18 
! Thur 19 

World Environment Day walk Sun 1 

Canberra Spatial Plan Summit i Wed 11 
| Thur 12 

Woodland Strategy comment Thur 31 ; 

Bulletin Working Group meeting 2 \ Tue 24 

Further details. Yankee Hat carpark 10:00am. Eleanor Stodart 6281 5004 

2 Syd Comfort 6286 2578 

Thursday 21 August 2003 
Annual General Meeting 

A path more travelled—recreational 
directions for Namadgi and the Alps. 
David Scott 
Planning Coordinator-Namadgi NP 
Management Plan. Environment 
ACT. 

The primary cultural significance of 
Namadgi lies within patterns of land use 
and networks of communications— 
including Aboriginal and historical 
tracks, and routes still used by today's 
visitor. Exploring the opportunities as to 
how concentrating backcountry 
visitation along these routes could 
restore lost meanings and make it easier 
to manage user impacts. 

Thursday 18 September 2003 
In the shadow of Gulaga 
Den Robin 
NPAACT member, conservation 
activist and South Coast resident. 

Voluntary Conservation Agreements are 
a useful way of conserving endangered 
ecological communities and cultural 
heritage on private land. NPA member 
Den Robin will give an illustrated talk 
about the covenant she and Geoff have 
put over their bush block, on the slopes 
of Gulaga (Mount Dromedary), to 
protect habitat and to recognise 
Aboriginal occupation. 
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