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With a bit of rain, the
bush has taken on a

green tinge after one
of the longest, hard-
est summers I can
remember. The
dust storms have
settled for another
year, a trickle of
water has returned
to some of the
creeks and the trees

are putting out fresh
green leaves. Yet the

long-term forecast for rain
remains fairly dismal and it looks as if
the drought will continue for some time yet.

We have been lucky to escape a serious fire in the region’s
national parks and reserves for one more year, for which we
give thanks, but work continues on planning effective fire
management strategies and prescribed burns have already
taken place in Namadgi with more planned.

The long argument about what is too much prescribed
burning continues. Hopefully one day we will see a fire
management regime which preserves the biodiversity of the
bush while providing reasonable fire advantage in the event of
a bushfire. And hopefully all elements of our community will
accept the compromise.

A new version of the ACT’s Strategic Bushfire Manage-
ment Plan has been released for community discussion (see
article in this Bulletin) and one thing worth noting is the

emphasis placed on community awareness. How self-reliant
should we be in the event of a bushfire? Should we accept
responsibility for making a decision on whether to stay and
protect our property or leave early, or should we rely on
compulsory evacuations? For those of us who live on the
edges of the city or near fire-prone areas, these are not
theoretical questions; we do need to be able to manage our
own fire safety.

To relieve all these gloomy thoughts, I turned to our very
own NPA ACT website which is always full of information
and inspiration. A very special treat this past month was seeing
the very first edition of the NPA ACT Bulletin posted up on
our website in all its glory. Mike Bremers has done a
wonderful job getting our historic Bulletins scanned and
searchable so that they are available for research as well as
pure enjoyment. Over the next few months all of the Bulletins
will be published on the website as part of the lead-up to our
50th anniversary next year.

It is fascinating to note that 46 years ago things were very
much the same as they are now: Snowy Mountains Hydro
Electricity Authority was acting much like any big developer
acts today in the Snowy Mountains and only an avalanche of
public protest stopped them from destructive acts like building
a dam on Spencers Creek. Whenever I ski or walk along those
beautiful plains I give thanks for what our first members and
others like them achieved with their public campaigns and
activities.

One of the really interesting things we plan to do in 2010 is
publish Nancy Burbidge’s famous column, Eyes or No Eyes,

(continued next page)



The Strategic Bushfire Management Plan
for the ACT is the key document which
sets out how we, as a community, will
manage the threat of bush fires. The
2005 version has been reviewed and re-
written over the past 12 months and an
exposure draft was released for public
comment in April 2009. There are three
parts to the document and parts 1 and 2
are available at ACT public libraries,
or by phoning 13228, or at
www.esa.act.gov.au. Comments can be
made up until the final draft is released
mid 2009.

Consultation with the conservation
community has been much better this
time around than previously. The
Conservation Council of the ACT
Region (Consact) have had a
representative on the planning committee
(Christine Goonrey) and the ACT
Department of Territory and Municipal
Services (TAMs) has already briefed
NPA ACT and the Biodiversity
Subcommittee of Consact on various
aspects of the plan including proposed
fire trail upgrades, vegetation mapping
and other underlying work needed to
develop their prescribed burning plans.

Part 3 of the plan will set out the
prescribed burning plans for the Strategic
Bushfire Management Plan over the next
decade in a series of maps. Prescribed
burning in Namadgi has been promoted
by some sectors of the community as the

two meetings for each area to allow
participants to take the information away
to consider the detail and discuss with
others before an in-depth discussion of
the proposals the following week to
enable participants to raise issues and
concerns and to contribute ideas and
advice. For more information on these
meetings please contact Christine
Goonrey. Note also that additional
information sessions will be held for the
urban areas of the ACT later in the year.

One significant aspect of these Part 3
maps is the proposal that they be made a
statutory part of the Strategic Bushfire
Management Plan which would lock in
the exact location, sequence and timing
of the prescribed burns regardless of
what actually happens in reality.
NPA ACT will be pressing for the use of
the adaptive management principle
instead, which would ensure that the
prescribed burning plans, when agreed
upon, will be able to be adapted in light
of what actually happens each year —
including the impact of wildfires —
without having to go back to the
Legislative Assembly to alter the
Strategic Bushfire Management Plan
itself.

We’ll keep you posted on
developments.

Christine Goonrey

Exposure draft on fire management

plan available for comment

only feasible action which can be taken
to mitigate the severity of bushfires
impacting on rural leasholdings and the
urban fringe of the city. The ACT
Coronial report reflected this view when
it recommended that the entire ACT be
subjected to regular and systematic
prescribed burning. Yet research by
experts like CSIRO’s Stephen Doherty
shows that it is this frequent burning
which eliminates fire sensitive species
not the severity of a bushfire. So the
Strategic Bushfire Management Plan has
to manage strongly conflicting points of
view in the community over this issue.

Part 3 will consist of a series of maps
which will visually identify critical
bushfire management information and
locations of proposed activities. These
maps, or Local Area Fire Management
Plans, will be based on the 1:25 000
scale map sheets of the ACT and part of
the surrounding region of NSW. They
will show areas of high risk and
consequence of bushfire across the
Territory on government and non-
government land and clearly identify
areas of proposed hazard reduction
activity over the short to medium term.

A separate consultation process being
run by ESA and TAMS will consider
these Area Fire Management Maps for
three broad areas of the ACT, namely the
southern ACT, the north-western ACT
and the north-eastern ACT. There will be
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From the President   (continued)

which made its first appearance in that
first Bulletin. While reading her column
it struck me that we don’t do nearly as
much as they used to in providing for
children and newcomers in our activities

younger generation who will be
celebrating our 100th anniversary in
2060.

Christine Goonrey

program. Perhaps some members have
some ideas about interesting activities
we can provide. Surely our creative
members can come up with something
which would challenge and inspire the

Where does your firewood come from?
The ACT has quite strict regulations
covering the sale of firewood which are
designed to protect native forests and
improve air quality in the ACT and
surrounds.

However some firewood is still being
cut from old growth forests and
destroying important native habitat.

An article in June 2008 edition of
The Orchadian, the official journal of the
Australasian Native Orchid Society,
draws attention to a long-running
problem in the Mount Rae area on the

and feral animals.
ACT citizens can help prevent such

destructive wood logging activities by
purchasing only plantation timber or
recycled wood instead of native forest
timber; by buying only from a licensed
firewood merchant and by asking what
area the firewood comes from.
(http://www.tams.act.gov.au/live/

environment/

wood_heaters_and_their_emissions/

purchasing_firewood_in_the_act)

Great Dividing Range north of
Goulburn.

Despite the area containing rare
orchids and several different types of
Endangered Ecological Communities —
and over the protests of their
neighbour — some developers are
buying land simply in order to cut the
timber for firewood for the ACT market.
The use of bulldozers to knock over the
trees causes immense damage and the
area is then left bare which also poses
further threats to neighbours from weeds
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A national park for the ACT’s north
The year 2013 will see celebrations
throughout the ACT to commemorate
100 years since Canberra was officially
given its name in a ceremony on a hill
that is now the site of the Parliament
House.

And it will also be an
important anniversary for the
NPA ACT. Formed in 1960,
with the express purpose of
creating a national park centred
on the Gudgenby and Mount
Kelly regions, 2013 will the
50th anniversary of the NPA
ACT’s first formal submission
to the Commonwealth that
eventually led to the creation of
Namadgi National Park.

Today, Namadgi covers
more than 106 000ha and is
very much concentrated in the
southern half of the ACT.
However, most of the ACT’s
population lives in the northern
half of the territory with
significant growth driven
through the greenfield
developments in the Gungahlin
area.

So why not make 2013 the
reason for another celebration
with a declaration of a national
park in the ACT’s north, close
to many of the ACT’s
residents? A quick look at a
map shows that a new national
park could be formed from
existing nature reserves to make
an almost continuous crescent
capping the ACT’s north. The
foundation of the national park
could be created out of the
Mulligans Flat, Goorooyarroo, Mount
Majura and Mount Ainslie Nature
Reserves.

One of the reasons for creating a
national park is to recognise and protect
areas of high conservation value, so what
is special about these nature reserves?

Northern jewels

The key feature of all these reserves is
their woodland environments. Mulligans
Flat and Goorooyarroo are described by
TAMS as holding “treasures of national
significance including Yellow
Box — Red Gum Grassy Woodland, an
endangered ecological community”.
Similar descriptions are applied to
Mount Majura and Mount Ainslie and all
of the reserves play a vital role in
protecting the ACT’s threatened
woodlands. They are a sanctuary for

park, its support for the environment of
northern ACT. The creation of a national
park, more so than individual nature
reserve units, projects the environmental
objectives for northern ACT.

    A lot of work has already been
occurring in the Gungahlin
region, particularly by the
Conservation Council of the
ACT Region, to help Gungahlin
residents improve their
awareness of conservation
issues. The creation of a national
park so close to Gungahlin
would further strengthen this key
conservation message.

Key factor

While the proposed national park
would be relatively small
compared to Namadgi, it would
be by no means the smallest
national park in Australia (for
example, NSW’s Saltwater
National Park is only 33ha). The
key factor with smaller national
parks is that they protect very
special areas and certainly
Mulligans Flat, Goorooyaroo,
and Mounts Majura and Ainslie
fit this description.
    The creation of a national park
and its associated prestige may
also assist in attracting external
funding to a greater extent than
if the areas remained as nature
reserves. The ACT’s reserves are
always looking for additional
funds and a new national park
may provide an extra advantage.
    From a planning point of
view, it is interesting that the

Territory Plan makes no distinction in
the management objectives for public
land deemed to be national park and
public land deemed to be nature reserve.
Both have conservation as their primary
management objective. However, there
must be a reason for the use of both
terms and again it is likely to come down
to the greater prestige of the term
national park.

The executive of the NPA ACT sees
the creation of a northern national park
as a key goal and they have decided to
create a working group to manage the
campaign to achieve this by 2013. It is
looking for members to join the working
party and anyone interested in assisting
should contact Rod Griffiths on
6288 6988.

Rod Griffiths

common and threatened plant and animal
species as well as many indigenous and
European cultural sites. They are the
northern jewels in the ACT’s reserve
system.

While they already have nature
reserve status, amalgamation into a
national park would bring that extra
sense of prestige associated with the term
“national park” as opposed to “nature
reserve”. The general public readily
associates conservation with the term
national park and the creation of a new
national park would be expected to
generate an improved sense of
conservation in the residents of our
northern suburbs.

This is the important social
component to the creation of a national
park in the north of the ACT. The park’s
creation would demonstrate to the
population of Gungahlin and other
northern residents that their communities
contain areas of recognised high
conservation value. The ACT
Government would be reiterating,
through the declaration of a national
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Tourism threat to wilderness
At our February general meeting NPA
was pleased to have Andrew Cox as our
guest speaker. Andrew is the very active
and high-profile Executive Officer of our
brother (sister?) organisation NPA of
NSW. On this occasion he was standing
in for his colleague Keith Muir, Director
of the Colong Foundation.

Andrew’s stirring presentation was
on the importance of wilderness
conservation, and the threat posed by an
increasing push to have tourism
development incorporated into national
park and wilderness management. His
focus was particularly on developments
in New South Wales, but he also pointed
out that similar pressures were being
brought to bear more widely.

Andrew’s presentation was backed up
by an excellent slide display that
incorporated some wonderful
photography of just what is at stake.

Wilderness declarations secure whole
landscapes together with their dependent
plants and animals. Big is good — large
connected populations are better than
small ones. Excluding human activities
reduces extinction risks. In small areas
there is less habitat, there are more edge
effects and interface with the
consequences of human activity, and
populations of plants and animals are
subdivided and isolated.

Nature must pay

The public cost of reserving, protecting
and maintaining wilderness is
significant, and there is a disturbing
tendency for governments to look to
commercialisation as a means of meeting

managed as wilderness, yet most of it
was in fact wilderness. Amazingly, there
was no wilderness managed as such
within the Northern Territory, and almost
none in Western Australia and
Queensland. There was no wilderness
protection or wilderness management as
such at all on Commonwealth land.

In NSW, environmental groups in
2005 nominated a number of areas for
declaration as wilderness, including
southern areas much loved by NPA ACT
members. Among these were
Bimberi–Mount Morgan, Brindabella,
Tabletop, the Bogong Peaks and
Goobarragandra, Ettrema, Buckenbowra,
Deua, Tuross, Coolangubra, Tanta-
wangalo, the Western Fall, and
Nattai–Kanangra. Under the provisions
of the Wilderness Act 1987 wilderness
nominations should be assessed within
two years.

At the conclusion of the presentation
NPA ACT members attending the
general meeting unanimously passed two
motions. The first supported a number of
principles supporting the primacy of
nature conservation as a guiding basis
for national park management plans and
for protection of wilderness. The second
urged the NSW and Commonwealth
Governments to meet their obligations in
these regards under existing policy and
legislation, with particular emphasis on
the wilderness nominations for southern
NSW. Andrew was warmly thanked for
coming from Sydney to speak to us.

Max Lawrence

this challenge. In other words, Nature is
seen as having to pay for itself.

Plans of management for reserved
areas should ensure that wilderness
receives the protection it deserves, but
they are also a potential source of
weakness or actual threat. In NSW such
plans are legally binding, and typically
include words to the effect that no
operations shall be undertaken in relation
to the lands which the plan relates to
unless the operations are in accordance
with that plan.

There have been numerous steps in
recent years in NSW which have
collectively increased the influence of
tourism as a factor in the management of
national parks and wilderness. Andrew
outlined these in some detail.

They include the O’Neill Report, the
Gilligan Task Force, the NPWS Tourism
Plan of 2008, the restructure of the
NPWS in 2008 to include a whole
branch responsible for tourism, and the
appointment of a high-level tourism
consultant within the NPWS to advise on
the development of new tourism
products among other things. In
Andrew’s words, national parks are
becoming more oriented to being
playgrounds for tourists.

Wilderness management

The problem goes beyond NSW. Andrew
noted that the Commonwealth
Environment Department and its
Minister were following a similar course
to NSW, citing tourism in Kakadu as an
example. In 2006 only 6 per cent of the
National Reserve System was actually

No-man’s-land for Tidbinbilla or Namadgi?
The Chief Minister, Jon Stanhope, says
he is “receptive” to the idea that a vacant
strip of land between the eastern
boundary of the Tidbinbilla Nature
Reserve and the Corin Road should be
formally included within the reserve. But
he adds that the land could also find a
home in the neighbouring Namadgi
National Park.

The land was once part of the
Gibraltar radiata pine plantation, but
these trees were destroyed in the 2003
fires. Mr Stanhope says that since then
there has been “profuse growth of native
species which have begun to reclaim the
area”. At present, Parks Conservation
and Lands (PCL) manage it as protected
land.

suitable trail network that facilitates fire
management, exotic weed and vertebrate
pest control, as well as pine wilding
control activities”.

On another subject, Mr Stanhope said
a proposal to rebuild the Woods
Reserve–Gibraltar Falls walking track,
severely damaged in 2003, was included
in the PCL Rural District’s works
program for 2009. However, it was
considered a low priority against
maintenance works required for other
higher use trails, such as Square Rock.
The project was likely to receive greater
priority in 2010, he said.

Graeme Barrow

I called the strip no-man’s-land in the
March NPA Bulletin and suggested it
could be included in the Tidbinbilla
reserve. In a letter to Mr Stanhope I also
asked if any thought had been given to
blocking off access roads in the strip to
prevent vehicles getting to Mushroom
Rock, vandalised sometime before my
letter.

On this point the Chief Minister said
that since 2003 “management trails have
generally become more visible from
sealed roads and this has led to a rise in
illegal four wheel drive access into our
nature reserves”. He has asked PCL to
assess the feasibility of road closures in
the area in question, but this had to be
balanced “against the need to maintain a
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Celebrating NPA ACT’s 50th anniversary
The latest list of events and
projects planned for the
celebration of NPA ACT’s
50th anniversary in 2010.

50th Anniversary Celebration. Monday
1 March 2010 at National Film and
Sound Archive, formerly the Institute of
Anatomy at 6:00pm for 6:30pm to
celebrate the original public meeting to
establish NPA ACT and to lobby for “a
National Park for the National Capital”.
Members are welcome however numbers
will be limited because of space
restrictions.
50th Anniversary Celebration picnic.
Sunday 7 March 2010 at Namadgi
Visitor Centre from 11:00am. All
members are welcome to bring a picnic
and enjoy a birthday cake made by
NPA ACT’s inhouse baker. Namadgi
staff will be invited, as well as
representatives from other conservation
organisations in the ACT.
NPA ACT Symposium. “National
Parks — can they take the heat?” Friday
7 May (12:00 for 12:30 until 6:00pm),
Saturday 8 May, (8:00am for 9:00am
until 6:00pm) 2010 at the CSIRO
Discovery Centre.
Pot Luck Dinner. Saturday 7 October
2010, 6:30–11:00pm at Methodist
Wesley Centre. NPA ACT members to

printed subject to the Burbidge family’s
approval.
Guide to Insects of the South-East
Tablelands by Roger Farrow in con-
junction with the Publications Sub-
committee. Launch: May 2010.
Reptiles and Frogs of the Australian
Capital Territory by Ross Bennett. We
hope to launch a new edition of this field
guide in March 2010.
* NB. Contributions to this special

edition of the Bulletin are invited from
members. Suggestions include: walks
with NPA to favourite places; observa-
tions of birds, plants, animals, insects,
particular scenes; experiences on an
NPA ACT outing or workparty;
thoughts on where the organisation is
going, what future role it might play;
memories, recollections, humorous
events or moments; poems or artwork
relating to Namadgi, Tidbinbilla,
Molonglo River Corridor or Canberra’s
nature parks. Length: 250–500 words
(half to full A4 page); accepted
contributions may be edited. 
Deadline: end of June 2009.
Please email to judy.kelly@tpg.com.au
(emailing contributions will save time)
or post to   50th Anniversary NPA ACT
Bulletin, GPO Box 544, Canberra ACT
2601.

Judy Kelly

bring a dish to share.
NPA 50th Anniversary Photography
Exhibition. Pictures will be on display at
NPA ACT’s 50th anniversary events, and
at the Australian National Botanic
Gardens, MacArthur House and in
several of Canberra’s public libraries
throughout the year. The closing date for
entries is Monday 31 October 2009.
Conditions are printed elsewhere in this
Bulletin.
2010 Calendar. A calendar with histori-
cal pictures, will be available towards the
end of 2009.
Back issues of the Bulletin. Issues
dating from 1963 are becoming available
online. Have a look on our website at 
www.NPAACT.org.au

Anniversary publications

50th Anniversary NPA ACT Bulletin.*
To be launched on Sunday 7 March at
the 50th anniversary celebration picnic.
Namadgi “big book.” A “coffee table”
book, yet to be named, will be launched
in March 2010 and will feature text, high
quality photos plus a CD with material
from a podcast. Christine Goonrey,
Amanda Caldwell and team are running
the project.
Nancy Burbidge’s Eyes or No Eyes.
This series, as a limited edition, will be

Dr John La Salle was guest speaker at
the NPA ACT meeting on March 19. He
is head of the Australian National
Insect collection at CSIRO Entomology.

It is all happening out there in your
garden. Are there aphids on your rose
bush … on your lemon tree … or
perhaps on your brussels sprouts?

There could well be thousands of tiny
wasps doing their bit to control them.
Insect parasitoids are a powerful force in
nature. They are common and abundant
and are important factors in ecosystem
management and conservation.

The wasps on your aphids are
extremely small — often 0.15mm long,
so more than 20 000 of them would fit
on a 10 cent coin.

Now for the murder. The wasp lays
her eggs in the aphid and the hatched
larvae eat the aphid from the inside —
the larvae of other wasps may feed on
the outside of their host. Some males
feed on the females of their own kind, so
regulating the sex ratio.

And the sex? Females have
developed the ability to produce female
eggs without male fertilisation. They can

New technology and a greater
willingness among scientists to share
their knowledge will lead to a greater
understanding of Australian Hymen-
optera and of the widespread place they
play in conservation. A balance is needed
within the ecosystem. We need to
understand that biological control issues
are not a problem but should be regarded
as a possible solution leading to
biological health.

In the interests of biological control
150 wasp varieties have been brought
into, and established in, Australia. Like-
wise wasps were exported to Israel to
control pests on eucalypt trees for which
there was no natural local predator.

Here in Australia some parasites have
been released to attack aphids on crops.
Biological control as a science has
moved on; the disaster of the cane toad
importation should never happen again.

Dr La Salle is a “small wasp” taxon-
omist. In his career he has named about
200 new species out of a total 22 000
species so far identified. It is estimated a
further 200 000 have yet to be named!

Beverley Hammond

also store sperm and release it at will to
adjust the sex ratio or to compete with
other females to have their progeny
dominant. Females are responsible for
keeping the species going. Inbreeding is
common, but it doesn’t matter — only
10 per cent of baby wasps survive.

Wasps are in the insect order
Hymenoptera, which includes ants, bees
and sawflies. Most wasps are parasitic
and eat other insects. They have a variety
of hosts so that their larvae may destroy
caterpillars, beetles, flies, moth eggs,
scale insects and cockroach eggs as well
as members of their own species.

Spider wasps are common in
Australia — the female lays her eggs on
a spider egg before it is buried in the
ground. If you are stung by a wasp it will
be the female using her egg-laying tube.
She feeds on her victim, extracting fluids
full of protein.

Wasps may also play their part in
pollination — some orchids need a
specific wasp pollinator. Destruction of
the wasp’s living environment, such as a
riverbank, may lead to an orchid’s
demise.

Sex and murder in small wasps
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Doing the “Nepalese flat” — trekking
in Nepal
Our trek in Nepal last year was the
realisation of a 40-year-old dream I had
never expected to see come true.
Sir Edmund Hillary gave a talk at a
school assembly 10 years after climbing
Mt Everest but it was not the climb itself
he spoke of with such passion, it was the
Sherpa people and the amazing
mountains he had grown to love so
much. So I was a little bit emotional
when we finally landed at Kathmandu
airport late last October and I realised I
was finally going to see those incredible
mountains, those beautiful hanging
valleys and those deep gorges which
Sir Edmund had told us about all those
years ago.

The eight-day trek began by flying
into Lukla airport, early on the first day.
Lukla airport was built by Sir Ed back in
the good old days when anything was
achievable with a bit of muscle and a lot
of goodwill. It has a changed a little
since then but is still a single, very short,
very steep runway suspended over a
bottomless chasm and lying directly
opposite a towering range of mountains.
The little twin-engine planes make about
30 landings and take-offs here every
morning in the walking season so it was
utter chaos, but somehow we found our-
selves safely on the ground, in
possession of our luggage and about to
start the trek.

First of all, we had to have a cup of
tea (God bless the Sherpas, they love
their tea as much as I do) before we
handed our backpacks over to our porters
and hit the track. Of course all 500
trekkers who landed at Lukla that day
were also heading up the track so it was
never going to be a lonely walk. Add in a
dozen or so yak trains and a couple of
hundred porters and you have a very
busy highway. We soon realised that,
with no wheeled vehicles of any sort, not
even bicycles, just about everything we
ate, drank, sheltered under, slept or sat
on had been carried in by porters.

The first day was our introduction to
“Nepalese flat” walking: you climb up
200m and then you go down 200m; and
then you climb 300m and go down
200m. As we were going to end up at
around 4000m in four days’ time, we
started to get a bit worried. But we were
walking through an amazing landscape,
full of tiny villages straight out of the
Middle Ages: stone walls fenced in tiny
plots of vegetables; houses opened
straight onto the path we walked; men

last huge suspension bridge and we were
on the track straight up to Namche. No
more going down, just straight up 600m
in one long struggle to breathe. I really
thought I wasn’t going to make it for the
first 300m then something kicked in and
I found my rhythm: step/breathe, step/
breathe, step/breathe, rest.

When we finally made it, we found
ourselves in a bustling town perched in a
bowl suspended between incredible
mountains on all sides. Behind the
village is the sacred mountain Khumbi
Yul Lha at 5761m, which no one is
allowed to climb. It is lower and lacked
the glaciers and snow cover of the others
which towered above us but it had a
presence which was hard to ignore.
Across the gorge through which the
Dudh Kosi ran 1000m below was
Thamserku at 6608m, with a ragged
summit and a deep glacier with huge
mounds of scree hundreds of metres
high. On the other side the foothills,
valleys and gorges ran back to Khumbu
La Pass at 5716m where Sherpas cross
from Tibet for the Saturday markets at
Namche Bazaar. Their regular crossing
of dangerous mountain passes to trade
makes trips like ours look a bit frivolous.

The next day was a rest day, so all we
did was climb another 300m to the top of
the bowl to the Sagarmatha National
Park headquarters. We were intrigued to
see that the entrance to the national park
was surrounded by defensive ditches and

(continued on page 8)

and women digging in the fields and
some wonderfully ingenious irrigation
systems. Some of the older houses had
no chimneys, just a hole in the roof to let
the smoke out, which is very medieval.
The people were smiling and friendly,
the teahouses comfortable and wel-
coming and all around us the mountains
seemed to grow higher and higher as we
walked, until finally we saw our first
giant: Kusum Kanguru at 6367m.

Don’t look down

We were following the Dudh Kosi,
which ran out of the Everest Valley up
ahead and had to cross the fast-flowing
river several times on narrow suspension
bridges. There were only two rules: don’t
go on the suspension bridge when there
was a yak train on it and don’t look
down. We got across each time by fixing
our eyes on the end of the bridge, but
that also had its terrors if there was a yak
train heading towards you. The valley
narrowed as we walked and we spent the
night in a very cosy lodge in Benkar,
listening to the river rushing down to
join the Ganges hundreds of kilometres
away.

The big challenge the next day was
the climb up to Namche Bazaar at
3440m, where the air starts to get thin
and breathing becomes a bit more
difficult. We started early after a good
breakfast of pancakes and eggs, carrying
only light daypacks. The track ran close
to the river, often in an eroded riverbed,
so it was heavy going at times. Then one

Ama Dablam itself.   Photo by the authors
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military-grade barbed wire, and defended
by a full-blown military camp. “Why is
the army camped right there?” we asked
innocently. “To protect the park,” we
were told, but no one was quite sure
what they are protecting the park from.

Pressurised bedrooms

Day four we set out again, up over the
top of Namche hill, past the highest
airport in the world, Shyangboche, which
is no longer used because people got
altitude sickness almost as soon as they
stepped off the plane. Then onto Everest
View Hotel, a luxury hotel with pres-
surised bedrooms sitting on a ridge
facing towards Everest. We would never
get used to looking at the mountains
which marched all around us, but this
view was more spectacular than most.

After yet another cup of tea we
walked down to the little village of
Khumjung where we were staying the
night. We were hoping to see the
Sir Edmund Hillary School, the one he
talked to us about all those years ago, but
it was closed and the pupils all enjoying
a holiday. So we took ourselves off to
watch the sun setting on Ama Dablam,
the prettiest mountain in that long line of
monsters around Everest, and the lowest,
only 6856m. As the evening crept in, the
village below us went through its ages-
old routine of bringing in the cattle and
lighting the evening fires. Far below us a
group of young boys were playing a
game in an empty field and their voices

steeper. That earlier rhythm of step/
breathe turned more into breathe/breathe/
step/gasp!

Most sacred monastery

With a bit of perseverance we finally
made it up over the crest of the ridge and
into the tiny dry dusty bowl which holds
this remote and most sacred of monas-
teries. This is not an easy place to live,
water is scarce and accommodation is
fairly primitive and crowded at this time
of the year but before us was spread out
the great Everest precinct: Lhotse at
8414m, Nuptse at 7861m and Everest
itself, Sagarmatha, at 8850m.

After a fairly sleepless night in the
thin air, we were up early the next
morning to watch the sun rise on
Everest. It was freezing, of course, but as
the mist lifted from the mountains
around us, we watched in awed silence
as Everest was tipped with the first rays
of the sun, and the huge mountain ranges
marching away towards Tibet emerged
from the darkness. Then the cloud
moved in again and it all disappeared;
we were left standing on a high ridge in
the middle of nowhere. Time for break-
fast — pancakes and eggs yet again —
and the long climb back down again to
Namche Bazaar.

“Nepalese flat” presented the same
challenges going down as coming up: we
climbed down, down, down and then we
climbed up, up, up. The last part of the
track presented even more of a challenge
as we clung to the side of a precipitous
slope plunging down in the river 1000m
below. We made particularly good time

(continued next page)

echoed across the faces of the mountains
as they darkened into night. Nothing
could have been more perfect.

Day five we set out for our end point,
Tengboche Monastery and another day
of “Nepalese flat” walking. We walked
through rhododendron forests, dry and
dusty at the end of summer, across little
streams rushing out of steep hidden
valleys and around bare mountain ridges
where yaks grazed. We had to climb up
another 600m but it involved what
seemed like an extra 1000m down to the
river and then back up again. This was
harder even than the climb to Namche,
the air was thinner and the track seemed

Christine at the park HQ     Photo Michael Goonrey

Mount Everest from the 
Namche track.   Photo by the authors

Doing the “Nepalese flat” — trekking in Nepal   (continued from page 7)
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50th anniversary photographic exhibition
As a part of the NPA’s
50th anniversary celebrations
in 2010, the association is
conducting an exhibition of

members’ photographs. The event will be
different to the 2008 photographic
competition, as there will be no
“judging” or “winning”. However, we
want to build on the excellent level of
photographic expertise that we
discovered among our members.

To that end, we will be exhibiting
members’ work at a range of locations
around Canberra. The initial display will
coincide with the NPA Symposium in
May. Other locations are being finalised
but we plan to include the Australian
National Botanic Gardens, the Civic
Library, plus other libraries away from
the Civic area.

This is an opportunity to showcase
the parts of Australia that mean much to
us as an organisation of concerned and
conservation-minded people, so I en-
courage you to focus mind and camera.

Conditions for participation.

• Objective of the exhibition. To
showcase the NPA by displaying
photographs of the environment we
seek to protect and people actively
engaging with that environment.

•Image criteria. The following criteria
apply to images submitted for the
exhibition:
o Subject matter:

* natural and cultural heritage;

* people on NPA walks/work parties;

* localities not limited to Namadgi
but may include any areas
regularly visited by NPA-organised

copyright laws or any other legal
right will be accepted. If your image
could be perceived by the association
as a potential breach of copyright or
other legal rights, please provide
written permission by the party which
may have standing with regard to the
copyright or other legal right issue.

o The copyright in your image remains
with you. By submitting your image
to the association you are granting the
association a free, Australia-wide,
non-exclusive licence to use the
image in upcoming association
publications such as the NPA Bulletin
or promotional materials and on the
association’s website. The image will
be available for collection on request
once a copy has been taken. The
association does not accept any
liability or responsibility for any loss
or damage whatsoever suffered as a
result of direct or indirect use of your
image.

o The image should not have
previously been published in a
calendar or similar publication.

• Submission of Images. Entries are due
in the association’s office no later than
Monday 31 October 2009. Our office is
at 3 Childers Street Acton ACT 2601
and our postal address is
GPO Box 544, Canberra ACT 2601.

If you would like to contact us about
the competition, you can email us at
admin@npaact.org.au  or phone us on
(02) 6229 3201 (please leave a message).

Martin Chalk,  Photographic

Exhibition Coordinator

activities;
o images are to be submitted as A4 (or

close to) prints;
o no framed or matted images;
o colour only;
o format may be landscape or portrait;
o full contact details of each participant

to be provided;
o each image to be accompanied by a

caption of up to 50 words describing
the location and the significance of
the image (the caption may be as
verse or prose); and

o no limit on number of images
submitted.

• Image Selection. Images for display
will be selected on their merits by the
NPA 50th Anniversary Organising
Committee. Most display images will
be at A4 size with a small number
selected for use as the centerpieces at
A3 or A2 size. Contributors will be
notified of the size needed for an image
selected for enlargement.
o The cost of printing to A3 or A2 will

be borne by the NPA.
o If you are submitting digital images

and would like your image to be
considered for enlargement, please
ensure that the in-camera image file
is of sufficient size to ensure printing
at 250 dots per inch to A2 or A3 —
as a rough guide a 10 megapixal
camera should allow an A3 enlarge-
ment provided the lens quality and
focus is of a high order.

• Large Images. The large (A3 and A2)
images will be available for purchase
upon completion of the exhibition.

• Legal Matters.
o No image which may breach

Doing the “Nepalese flat” — trekking in Nepal   (continued)

walking down this bit of track because
we didn’t dare stop and admire the
mountains. We just wanted to be some-
where where the ground levelled out a
bit.

A shower and stroll around Namche
settled us down and we slept much better,
being a good 600m lower than the night
before. The following day was the start
of the trek back to Lukla, more “Nepal-
ese flat”, the dreaded suspension bridges
again terrifying us but breathing much
easier and feeling more at home. We’d
been here before, we’d seen Everest at
sunrise, we were still on an incredible
high but our evening in Phakding was not
an anti-climax. We were entertained by
local school children who were celebrat-
ing the end of a feast with singing and
dancing. Despite the different music, the

walking.  Nepalese flat.

Day 2: Wow.  What a hill. Sweat,
cursing, mountains.

Day 3: Wow.  I can’t move.  Luckily,
we don’t need to.

Day 4: Wow… more mountains, and
more up.  Starting to really hurt
now.

Day 5: Wow – we’re going downhill;
then uphill again!

Day 6: Wow… I can breathe cos we’re
going downhill again!  But, oh
no, more uphill!

Day 7: Wow – I remember what
breathing is like now, it’s all
downhill!

Day 8: Oh no, it’s over.

Christine and Michael Goonrey

exotic costumes and the different dance
steps, the children seemed so familiar:
the little boys being rascals at the end of
the bench and shy young girls forgetting
to be self conscious when the music
started.

The flight out of Lukla was as chaotic
and amazing as the flight in had been but
this time we got seats on the right side of
the plane and we watched the mighty
Himalayas marching west like ancient
gods. We were actually flying lower than
the great mountain peaks with their
awesome gorges and mighty rivers
running down toward the plains so it
seemed like no time at all before we were
safely back in Kathmandu. 

What it all boiled down to was this
(with thanks to Craig):

Day 1: Wow.  We’re here.  Some
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GBRG: Syd Comfort steps down
all the expenses and getting the financial
statements audited.

Syd was also kept busy writing
receipts for membership subscriptions,
organising the payment of the trailer
rego, postage costs and trips to the bank.
His help in ensuring that funds were
correctly acquitted is greatly appreciated.
He has made a very valuable con-
tribution to the group through his duties
as Treasurer.

Although Syd is no longer on the
GBRG committee, he still plans to attend
workparties and will continue to support
the group in whatever way he can.

Thank you Syd for all your hard
work.

Hazel Rath

After many years of serving on the
committee of the Gudgenby Bush
Regeneration Group, Syd has finally
stepped down from taking on any formal
position. His name appears in the early
records of the minutes soon after GBRG
was formed in 1998. He was elected as
Treasurer in 2000 and continued in this
position until August 2008. In addition,
in the early years, he often prepared the
minutes of the committee meetings in the
absence of the secretary and also
provided the newsletter.

At the formation of GBRG, several
grants were made available to buy tools,
equipment, fencing of the exclosures and
also provide expenses for car travel. Syd
did an excellent job of keeping track of

Our departure point for North Stradbroke
Island was Cleveland, a 30-minute drive
south of Brisbane. Then we took a ferry
to Dunwich, and our visit over Christmas
turned into a history/environment lesson.

Among the interesting historical facts
we learned were:
• James Cook in the Endeavour named

Point Lookout in 1770 not knowing it
was an island.

• Matthew Flinders rowed ashore in 1803
on return to Sydney seeking water.

• Allan Cunningham, when gathering
plants for the Royal Botanic Gardens
Kew in 1828, noted a rare daisy, which
has since been rediscovered.

A golden rock wallaby is special to
the island. Kangaroos, dingoes and lace

A substantial freshwater aquifer
exists under the dune sands, and water is
pumped to the mainland.

The mining company Consolidated
Rutile Ltd. is restoring the dunes and
revegetating them with eucalypts,
banksias and melaleucas, and in 2008
won the annual Environment Protection
Agency Sustainable Industries Award.
The former sandmining site will
gradually become a national park.

Four-wheel drives on the beaches are
a concern.

North Stradbroke Island is well
worth a visit.

Phoebe Bischoff

monitors are also to be seen. A family
member caught a huge shark at Cylinder
Beach.

The island was the site of a penal
colony, the Moongalba/Myora Aborig-
inal mission, a benevolent institution,
and a quarantine station. Of interest too
the Dunwich cemetery, Myora Springs
and the many middens.

The Aboriginal poet Kath Walker
erected a Round House named “Moon-
galba — Sitting Down Place” to
perpetuate the name.

Brown lake was a good place for a
swim, and it was interesting to see the
reeds around the shore that the
Aboriginal women treated and wove into
baskets.

The State of Australia’s
Birds 2008

An island worth a visit

The State of Australia's Birds 2008

A Five Year Review

Compiled by Penny Olsen

Birds Australia December 2008

Since 2003 Birds Australia has

produced an annual State of Aus-

tralia's Birds (SOAB) report.

This 2008 report focuses on

trends in bird populations revealed

by about 50 long-term monitoring programs

running for up to 40 years. Thousands of vol-

unteers, coordinated by a handful of individ-

uals and groups, collected much of the data.

This is an extraordinary expression of concern

for Australia's birds and their habitats. Without

such long-term commitment, how are we to

understand which bird species and commun-

ities are truly in trouble, where

to focus conservation efforts,

what environmental manage-

ment works and whether our

management of the land is sus-

tainable? The findings have

much broader implications for

nature and society — birds are

indicators of national quality of

life. The latest results show that

populations of many common bird species are

in decline, evidence that the natural environ-

ment is continuing to be eroded through over-

use, underinvestment in its care and restor-

ation, and undervaluing of its importance.

Check out the website   http://www.birdsaus
tralia.com.au/soab/state-of-australias-
birds.html    for further information

Syd hard at it among the paraphernalia of a
GBRG work party.   Photo Hazel Rath

On a pack walk around the iconic valleys
of southern Namadgi in March, walkers
were impressed with new water tanks, etc
at some of the historic buildings in the
area. This room-with-a-view is the new
dunny under construction at Westermans
Homestead.     Photo Esther Gallant



Australian National Botanic Gardens:
Concerns regarding the future
In October last year a public forum,
appropriately entitled The Future of the
Australian National Botanic Gardens,
was held to discuss key issues regarding
the future of the gardens. The forum was
convened by Senator Kate Lundy with
the support of the Friends of the
Australian National Botanic Gardens, the
Australian Native Plants Society, the
Orchid Society of Canberra, and other
groups concerned about successive staff
cuts and a running down of the state of
the ANBG despite great efforts by the
remaining staff.

The forum was attended by more
than 130 people, and was intended to
give the community the opportunity to
play an active part in shaping the future
of the ANBG by discussing the national
significance of this largest living collec-
tion of Australian plants and also the role
the gardens can play in researching the
responses of native flora to climate
change and the consequent challenges
for biodiversity in Australia.

The forum was timely given the

Lundy and representatives of the Friends
of the ANBG and the Australian Native
Plants Society. These organisations took
the opportunity to fully apprise the
Minister of their members’ concerns as
represented by the recommendations
coming out of the forum.

The ANBG is certainly not alone in
experiencing difficulty in securing
adequate funding for its ongoing
existence and operations, these problems
being shared in many respects by our
national parks, nature reserves and
nature conservation generally.

Given the current pressure on
governments to run their budgets into
massive deficits, and the consequent
pressure to contain expenditure,
resources allocated to properly main-
taining our precious natural assets will
only become even harder to obtain.
Minister Garrett should expect more
such representations.

Max Lawrence

recent public concern about the state of
the ANBG and its future direction, and
the review of the ANBG Management
Plan currently in progress.

Recommendations coming out of the
forum came under six main areas:
• formation of an independent advisory

board;
• expanding education programs for

the public and school groups;
• more horticultural research in

collaboration with the CSIRO and
universities;

• an immediate boost in resources for
maintaining the ANBG;

• expanding the ANBG’s leadership
and coordination role with other
botanic gardens across Australia; and

• promotion of the ANBG as a tourist
destination.
Following the forum Senator Lundy

arranged for a meeting with Environment
Minister Peter Garrett to discuss the
results of the forum and the future of
ANBG. This meeting was held in
November, and was attended by Senator
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Gudgenby Cottage — its proper name
Why are so many people now calling the
lovely Gudgenby Cottage “the Ready
Cut Hut”?

Firstly, it is not, and never has been, a
hut. It is a five-roomed house with
bathroom, laundry/toilet and verandas.

Secondly, this awful “ready-cut” tag
cuts across the history of the house and
the many roles it’s played over the years
for the people who worked and lived on
the property.

The house was built in the 1920s by
the Bootes family for their use until their
new homestead (the present-day one)
was erected. Back then managers
employed to run Gudgenby Station were
living in the old slab homestead built by
Charles McKeahnie in the 19th century.

Once the new homestead was ready,
the Bootes family moved in, the old slab
dwelling was demolished and the
manager moved over the creek to the
weatherboard cottage. Hence the need
for a footbridge across the creek, for
easier communication before telephones
came to the Gudgenby area.

In more recent times, when the farm
no longer operated under a manager, the
cottage was used by farm workers
employed there.

Bridge’s most significant feature as
being that it was an important early
Allen Truss bridge, and that’s what
helped to save it from destruction. But
no-one has wanted to change its name to
“The Allen Truss Bridge”, thank
goodness. So why can’t we treat the
cottage at Gudgenby in the same way
and return to a name that Gudgenby
people knew it by — Gudgenby
Manager’s House or Gudgenby Cottage?

Babette Scougall

The first time the term “Ready Cut”
was used to identify the building was in
a 1992 conservation study, which had to
meet Burra Charter requirements and
was assessed against the criteria for
nomination to the Register of the
National Estate with emphasis on the
significance of fabric and associations of
building and site.

This report stated that the 1927
dwelling was likely to be the earliest
fully prefabricated building ever
constructed in what’s now the Namadgi
National Park. To
emphasise this
important point the
study was titled
“1927 Hudson ready
cut house” (note the
word “house”). This
is the main reason
the cottage was
saved from the
bulldozers.

There’s a similar
situation at Tharwa.
A recent study
identified Tharwa

Gudgenby Cottage.
Photo Max Lawrence.
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Many of us have been amazed at the
amount of information at our fingertips
these days as a result of the development
of the internet over the past 10–15 years.
Once you are used to having so much
information so readily available it makes
you realise how relatively inaccessible
some information is if it is not on the
internet. The NPA Bulletin falls into this
category.

The NPA Bulletin was first published
in 1963 and since then approximately
4000 pages spread over more than 200
Bulletins have been published. These
Bulletins contain an important historical
record of the NPA’s activities and the
issues that were of concern over the
years. A full set of Bulletins is available
in bound form in the NPA office and
some members may have their own full
set, but for the majority access to the full
set is difficult. The other issue is that
even if we have access to the full set, we
cannot search them easily.

The technology is now available to
scan paper documents and make them
available in a keyword-searchable PDF
format. As part of the NPA’s 50th

anniversary, the committee has decided
to make all of the back copies of the
Bulletin available in this keyword-

will recognise “hat” and the other words
correctly. Correcting the underlying text
is a manual process and involves the
software identifying words that are not
in its dictionary so that a human operator
can look at the original document then
manually correct the word or add it to
the software’s dictionary. This is still not
perfect because the software would find
that “hot” is in its dictionary and would
not highlight it as an error. Also, any
misspelt words in the original document
will not be corrected.

The trial

In order to help us determine whether it
is worth paying the extra for the “high
accuracy” OCR conversion, we sent
seven Bulletins for scanning (one for
every five years between 1963 and 1993)
and had both the normal OCR and “high
accuracy” OCR applied. We could then
determine the amount of improvement in
searching accuracy for the more
expensive “high accuracy” conversion.

From this analysis we have decided
that it would be worth having the “high
accuracy” conversion done for the years
1963–1968. The print quality of the
Bulletins had improved significantly by
the late 1960s resulting in a significant
improvement in the normal OCR
accuracy. Based on these assumptions it
is estimated that the overall cost of the
project will be in the vicinity of
$1500–$2000.

Samples on website

The seven Bulletins that have been
scanned as part of the trial are available
on the NPA website for members to look
at and try out the searching function.
Apart from interesting articles, you will
wonder whether Martin Chalk ever
found the background behind the blazed
peppermint tree in Tidbinbilla Nature
Reserve and read about a guest speaker
who showed a new-fangled device that
was “a handheld computer that for
$1500 would fix a walker's position
accurately to within 100 metres”.

These documents have had the “high
accuracy” OCR applied but searching
will not be quite accurate. To search
within a document, open it in Adobe,
click on the binoculars symbol or go to
“edit” on the toolbar and choose
“search”. You can search for single
words or phrases.

Mike Bremers

searchable format. It is planned that the
full set will be available on CD and/or
accessible from the website.

Project details

The project will involve two parts. The
easy part, which we can do ourselves, is
the conversion of electronic copies of the
Bulletin from recent years (2003
onwards) into PDF format.

The more difficult part is the
scanning of the paper copies of the
Bulletin (1963–2002). This involves
scanning about 3000 pages. For this part
of the project we will use the services of
Scan2Archive, a Sydney-based company
that specialises in the digitisation of
paper records. Fortunately, in addition to
the bound set of Bulletins in the office,
we have access to a set in loose form.
This will mean that we can have the
staples removed and the individual pages
scanned through a high-speed scanner.
This will reduce the cost and/or avoid the
need to pull apart the bound volumes.

The other issue being investigated is
the level of optical character recognition
(OCR) accuracy that we want for our
Bulletins. OCR is the recognition of
printed text from a scanned image by a
computer. This is what enables us to
search the scanned image of the Bulletin.
It is important to note that the scanned
document in PDF format will appear on
screen as an image that is a very close
copy of the original paper document.
However the underlying text, as
recognised by the OCR program, may
not be quite so accurate.

Accuracy is not a problem for the
Bulletins directly converted from
electronic to PDF format (2003 onwards)
because we do not need to scan these
documents. For the scanned Bulletins
(1963–2002), the accuracy of the OCR is
dependent largely on the quality of the
print of the original paper document.
Where the print is of poor quality the
OCR program will often incorrectly
recognise a letter. For example, “hat”
may be recognised as “hot” and (a real
example) “publications committee” was
recognised as “pubHcations cornmittee”.

However, for a price it is possible to
have a “high accuracy” conversion. This
is where the underlying text is corrected
in order to improve searching accuracy.
This does not change the document that
you view on screen where, more than
likely, the human eye/brain combination

Scanning back copies of the Bulletin:

a 50th anniversary project

Seen in Mundoonan Nature Reserve

Nature repairing wounds inflicted upon it

by fence wires.

Photo Barrie Ridgway
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Building the Tidbinbilla Sanctuary wetlands

The committee is looking for volunteers
to assist with checking electronically
scanned Bulletins for errors (see article
facing page). The purpose is to identify
errors in the OCR and words misspelt in
the original document. We are only
interested in correcting words that may
be used as keywords in a search (eg,
names of people, places, plants and
animals).

This is the sort of job in which many
hands make light work. Ideally we would
like about 10 volunteers to check about
20 Bulletins each. Each Bulletin would

scanned Bulletins

before their general
release on the web-
site, since you will be
given a CD with the
scanned Bulletins with which to work.

If you are interested or would like
more information please contact

Mike Bremers on 6292 3408 (h) or

mcbremers@optusnet.com.au

Mike Bremers

only take up to 10 minutes to check and
would generally involve less than
10 errors in each (although be warned
that you will probably find yourself
distracted by interesting articles).

If you would like to help you will
need your own computer with Word and
Adobe Reader (the full version of Adobe
would be an advantage).

Volunteers would work in the
comfort of their own homes at their own
pace and will be given instructions on
how to identify the errors. The added
incentive is that you will get to see the

Helen Badger has many unusual
memories of her time spent as Project
Manager of the wetlands re-building
program at Tidbinbilla. Helen, who
works for IQON construction company,
knew she was taking on an unusual job
with many challenges but was aware
from the start that the environmental
values of the site had to be respected
above all else.

“We were working in a nature
reserve,” she said, “and I knew most of
the workers would never have done that
before so we had to be very careful about
how we moved about the site, what we
took onto the site and what we took
away, and that was just for starters. Most
of the workers weren’t exactly
environmentally aware and this was a
whole new thing for them, but they
learnt a lot about how to do their jobs
without causing environmental damage
and they were really proud of what they
had achieved.”

One of her fondest memories is
seeing the workers bring their children to
the opening day to show them what they
had built and tell them about the
environment.

It wasn’t always plain sailing though.
Snakes love wetlands and construction
crews really dislike snakes. Helen had
several contractors come on site to quote
for building a bird hide but when they
realised it involved building the hide
right near a snake nest and they couldn’t
kill the snakes, the price for the work
went sky high. In the end she had to
request that the park rangers relocate the
snakes in that particular area whilst the
hide platform was constructed.

Frog for dinner

Despite this almost universal dislike of
snakes, some of those who were working

from NSW. This equipment is so large it
has to be moved under special permit.
This probably didn’t save too much in
costs but all the mulch on the site is from
the site!

Bouncing animals

Building the animal house was a
community effort. It was originally
drawn up by a ranger then local
architects completed the design. The
ACT Chief Veterinary Officer and the
Tidbinbilla rangers knew how they
wanted to operate in the building and
had a very significant input into the
workings of the building. They worked
closely with the carpenters to ensure the
animal doors were of the right size,
height and material.

The team got used to considering the
“impact of bouncing animals” against all
aspects of the design. For this reason the
internal walls of the building are lined
with plywood so that when an animal
impacts the board there is some level of
“cushioning” without destruction of the
wall or injury to the animals.

Helen Badger knew when she took
on project management for such an
important site at Tidbinbilla that it would
be unusual, challenging and a bit ticklish
at times. Her innovative ideas,
environmental watchfulness and
enthusiasm for the job inspired workers
and staff alike to appreciate the unique
task they were undertaking.

Christine Goonrey

from the safety of a roof for a couple of
days, noticed a red bellied black snake
go down to the creek every afternoon to
get a frog for dinner. They had to confess
that after watching this routine for a few
days they got to quite like the little
fellow. But that didn’t apply to the
worker who came rushing to tell Helen a
snake had nearly crawled up his leg. Her
immediate response was “For God’s sake
don’t tell me you killed the snake!”
which did cause something of a double
take from the worker.

Helen took the initiative to have the
contractors participate in a “snake
education” session where the rangers
provided information on the habits and
habitat of the snakes. This was followed
up by a first aid training session focusing
on stings and snake bites. Thankfully
there were no incidents; however it all
contributed to a greater awareness of
working in the natural environment.

Another initiative was to use all the
material removed from the construction
area on other parts of the site wherever
possible. This was not just for cost
reasons but because it would avoid
bringing in material such as fill from
other sites with the possibility of weeds,
viruses and other contaminants also
being introduced. The material dredged
from the old wetlands was badly
contaminated by silt and typha grass and
couldn’t be disposed of. Combined with
this a large quantity of soil was required
to reshape the wetlands. The solution to
both these problems was to dig two large
pits and utilise the soil and then fill the
pits with silt and typha.

Many large trees had to be cleared on
the site and mulch was required for the
wetlands. The diameter of the trees was
too big for local wood mulchers so a
special “tree mulcher” was brought in

Volunteers needed
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Testimony from the 1939 and 2009
Victorian fires suggests there is one
thing we never seem to learn from
history, writes Tom Griffiths.

We should have seen this coming. We
did see this coming. Yet we failed to save
lives. We have still not lived long
enough.

They had not lived long enough were
the words that Judge Leonard Stretton
used to describe the people who lived
and worked in the forests of south-
eastern Australia when they were
engulfed by a holocaust wildfire on
“Black Friday,” 1939. The judge, who
conducted an immediate royal
commission into the causes of the fires,
was not commenting on the youthfulness
of the dead: he was lamenting the
environmental knowledge of both
victims and survivors. He was pitying
the innocence of European immigrants in
a land whose natural rhythms they did
not yet understand. He was depicting the
fragility and brevity of a human lifetime
in forests where life cycles and fire
regimes had the periodicity and ferocity
of centuries. He was indicting a whole
society.

In 1939 Australians were deeply
shocked by what had happened in their
own backyard. Rampant flame had
scourged a country that considered itself
civilised. As well as shock, people
sensed something sinister about the
tragedy and its causes. Judge Stretton
tried to find the words for it in his
fearless report.

Of the loss of life at one sawmill
settlement, he wrote: “The full story of
the killing of this small community is
one of unpreparedness, because of
apathy and ignorance and perhaps of
something worse.” The “something
worse” that he tried to define was an
active, half-conscious denial of the
danger of fire, and a kind of community
complicity in the deferral of
responsibility.

There is something sinister also about
this dreadful tragedy of 2009, although
the character of it is different. Those of
us who know and love these forests and
the people who live in or near them are
especially haunted. In 1939, some of the
ignorance and innocence was forgivable,
perhaps. “Black Friday” was a late, rude
awakening from the colonial era of forest
exploitation and careless fire use, and it
demanded that people confront and
reform their whole relationship with the
bush. When the 1939 fires raged through
the forests of valuable mountain ash

and the peculiar fire ecology of the trees
is another deadly dimension of this
distinctive fire environment. These are
wet mountain forests that only burn on
rare days at the end of long droughts,
after prolonged heatwaves, and when the
flume is in full gear. And when they do
burn, they do so with atomic power.

Recurrent realities

The 2009 fires were “unprecedented,” as
many commentators have said. They
erupted at the end of a record heatwave
and there seems little doubt that this was
a fire exacerbated by climate change.
But it is the recurrent realities that are
more striking. For those of us who know
the history, the most haunting aspect of
this tragedy is its familiarity. The 2009
bushfires were 1939 all over again, laced
with 1983. The same images, the same
stories, the same words and phrases, and
the same frightening and awesome
natural force that we find so hard to
remember and perhaps unconsciously
strive to forget.

It is a recurrent nightmare. We know
this phenomenon, we know the specific
contours of the event, and we even know
how people live and how people die. The
climate change scenario is frightening.
But even worse is the knowledge that we
still have not come to terms with what
we have already experienced.

The Bureau of Meteorology pre-
dicted the conditions superbly. The
Premier issued a warning. Fire experts
knew that people would die that day.
History repeated itself with uncanny
precision. Yet the shock was, and still is,
immense. It is the death toll, and not the
weather, which makes the event truly
unprecedented.

The recommended survival strategy
of “leave early or stay and defend your
home” was a death sentence in these
Victorian mountain communities on a
forty-something degree day of high
winds after a prolonged heatwave and a
long drought. There is no identifiable
“early” in this fire region on the fatal
days.

We understand why this policy has
evolved and it has much to recommend
it. It is libertarian; it recognises the
reality that people prefer to stay in their
own homes and defend them if they can;
it seeks to minimise late evacuation
which is so often fatal; it encourages
sensible planning and preparation; and it
has demonstrably saved lives and homes.

(continued)

(Eucalyptus regnans), settlers did not
even know how such a dominant and
important tree regenerated.

In the 70 years since 1939, we have
lived through a revolution in scientific
research and environmental under-
standing and we have come to a clearer
understanding of the peculiar history and
fire ecology of these forests. We have
fewer excuses for innocence. We knew
this terrible day would come. Why, then,
was there such an appalling loss of life?

Deadly brew

Victorians live entirely within what the
international fire historian Stephen Pyne
calls “the fire flume.” It is the most
distinctive fire region of Australia and
the most dangerous in the world. When a
high pressure system stalls in the Tasman
Sea, hot northerly winds flow
relentlessly down from central Australia
across the densely vegetated south-east
of the continent.

This fiery “flume” brews a deadly
chemistry of air and fuel. The mountain
topography of steep slopes, ridges and
valleys channel the hot air, temperatures
climb to searing extremes, and humidity
evaporates such that the air crackles.
Lightning attacks the land ahead of the
delayed cold front and a dramatic
southerly change turns the raging fires
suddenly upon its victims.

There is a further ingredient to the
chemistry of the fire flume. Across
Australia, eucalypts are highly adapted to
fire. Over millions of years these trees
have turned this fragment of Gondwana
into the fire continent. But in the south-
eastern corner — especially in the forests
of the Victorian ranges — a distinctive
type of eucalypt has evolved.

Ash-type eucalypts (the mountain ash
and alpine ash) have developed a
different means of regeneration. They do
not develop lignotubers under the ground
like other eucalypts and they rarely
coppice. They are unusually dependent
on their seed supply — and, to crack
open those seeds high in the crowns of
the trees and to cultivate the saplings
successfully, they need a massive
wildfire. Ash-type eucalypts generally
grow in even-aged stands. They renew
themselves en masse. These particularly
grand and magnificent trees have
evolved to commit mass suicide once
every few hundred years — and in
European times, more frequently.

Not all the communities that were
incinerated in 1939 and 2009 were in or
near the forests of ash, but many were,

We have still not lived long enough
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It will continue to guide people well
in most areas of Australia. But I fear that
it has misled people in this distinctively
deadly fire region to believe that they
could defend an ordinary home in the
face of an unimaginable force.

National guidelines fatal

We need to be wary of “national” fire
plans and to develop ecologically
sensitive, bioregional fire survival
strategies. We need to move beyond an
undifferentiated, colonial sense of “the
bush” as an amorphous sameness with
which we do battle, and instead empower
local residents and their knowledge of
local ecologies.

The quest for national guidelines was
fatal for the residents of these Victorian
mountain communities on such a day; it
worked insidiously to blunt their sense of
local history and ecological distinct-
iveness. Clearing the backyard, cleaning
the gutters and installing a better water
pump cannot save an ordinary home in
the path of a surging torrent of explosive
gas in the fire flume.

A “stay and defend” option is only
realistic in such places and conditions if
every property has a secure fire refuge or
bunker. A bunker at the shire hall or at
the end of the street is not good
enough — people will die getting to it. I
welcome the Prime Minister’s promise to
rebuild these communities “brick by
brick” — and I would like him to add:
“and bunker by bunker.”

Many people built bunkers in their
backyards in the second world war and
most, thankfully, were not used. But we
know for certain that any secure bunkers
built in these Victorian forest towns will
be used in the next generation, and they
will save lives. This is an appropriate
challenge to the design and construction

These bushfire towns — where the
material legacy of the past can never
survive for long — need to work harder
than most to renew their local historical
consciousness. The greatest challenge in
fire research is cultural.

There is a perennial question in
human affairs that is given real edge and
urgency by fire: do we learn from
history? Testimony from the 1939 and
2009 fires suggests that there is one
thing that we never seem to learn from
history. That is, that nature can over-
whelm culture. That some of the fires
that roar out of the Australian bush are
unstoppable. As one fire manager puts it,
“there are times when you have to step
out of the way and acknowledge that
nature has got the steering wheel at the
moment.” It seems to go against the
grain of our humanity to admit that fact,
no matter how severe are the lessons of
history.

This article is reprinted by
permission from the author and from
Inside Story, where it was first
published. Inside Story: http://

inside.org.au is an online medium
for original current affairs analysis
by Australian and overseas authors.
Inside Story is edited at the Institute
for Social Research at Swinburne
University of Technology in assoc-
iation with the Australian National
University.

Tom Griffiths is Professor of
History in the Research School of
Social Sciences at the Australian
National University and the author
of Forests of Ash: An Environmental
History (Cambridge University
Press, 2001). He has also been a
long-standing member of NPA ACT.

industries of the fire continent.
Fires inflame blame. Arsonists will

be rightly condemned, but they will also
distract us from addressing the reality of
fires mostly caused by lightning. There
were arsonists in 1939 and 2009 and
there will be again in 2069; they are a
sickening factor mostly beyond our
predictive control.

Water-bombing helicopters will again
be promoted and in some areas they will
be effective. The environmental and
protective impacts of systematic control
burning of our forests will be debated
even more vociferously. Climate change
will be correctly identified as a new
factor in fire behaviour.

But none of these policies or issues
will ultimately save lives in these
Victorian mountain communities on a
holocaust day. Deep in the forests on
Black Friday, 1939, with flames leaping
kilometres ahead of the fire front, there
was only one way to go — down. Well-
built dugouts saved lives.

Dangerous mismatch

There was another meaning to Judge
Stretton’s declaration that they had not
lived long enough. He was saying that
lived experience alone, however vivid
and traumatic, was never going to be
enough to guide people in such
circumstances. They also needed history.
They needed — and we need it too —
the distilled wisdom of past, inherited,
learned experience. And not just of the
recent human past, but of the ancient
human past, and also of the deep
biological past of the communities of
trees. For in those histories lie the
intractable patterns of our future.

There is a dangerous mismatch
between the cyclic nature of fire and the
short-term memory of communities.

We have still not lived long enough   (continued)

This letter was kindly submitted by Eric

and Pat Pickering. It is from their son

Stephen, a NSW Forestry officer stationed

at Coffs Harbour. Stephen wrote it during

his time last summer helping the Victorian

emergency authorities in the immediate

aftermath of the dreadful bushfires, and he

has consented to its publication. No doubt

his experiences in some measure will

reflect those of ACT park and emergency

services staff who also did their bit on our

behalf.

G'day All,

I am home again today after a week
down in Victoria. I don't think I realised
how tired I was until I spent the last two

the nighttime crew by 9:00 and head
back to the motel for dinner, bed and get
ready to do it all again.

We were running around 150 fire-
fighters, with people from SA, TAS,
NSW and Victorians. The local crews are
becoming fatigued as they have been
fighting fires for three weeks now. With-
in the burnt edge there are many unburnt
patches that are likely to reignite until a
decent fall of rain arrives. I honestly
don't know how some of these guys
cope. Some have lost houses and
families, yet are turning up for work, and
taking only a day here and there to attend

(continued on page 16)

days catching up.
I left Coffs last Sunday and was

posted to the Kangaroo Ground Incident
Control Centre on the NE outskirts of
Melbourne. We were one of 4 control
centres looking after some 300,000 ha of
fire ground. In rough terms that is 100km
(EW) by 55km(NS).

I was in charge of developing and
writing plans and resourcing the fire line
for five days. The typical day started
with getting up at 6:30 for breakfast to
leave for the control centre by 7:00,
arrive at the control centre to be briefed
by the night crew at 7:30 then work
through to the nighttime changeover at
8:00pm.  We would then finish briefing

The Victorian fires — a personal perspective
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Kosciuszko horse park

NPWS … finalised a Horse Manage-
ment Plan for Kosciuszko National Park
in December 2008 that is likely to see an
increase in feral horse numbers. This
demonstrates the failure of NPWS to
manage this internationally significant
park for nature conservation.

Already there are 1,700 feral horses
in Kosciuszko, mostly in the northern
end. Efforts first began in 2001 to keep
horses from the sensitive Main Range
area. They relied on luring horses using
feed, salt and molasses to traps in yards.
Only 206 feral horses have been
removed to date, clearly failing to keep
up with the natural rate of increase of the
feral horse population of 10–20% each
year, depending on the feed available.

The final plan is little changed from
the draft. It will rely primarily on further
trapping using lures and to a lesser extent
on “low stress” mustering. The plan
relies on methods that do not remove
large numbers of horses. It has no
removal targets, thus no objective meas-
ure of success and no trigger to use more
effective methods except after 5 years.
The 2006 national park management
plan calls for a new feral horse manage-
ment plan to exclude horses from areas
“where horses have not been or have
only recently been recorded”. This new
horse plan clearly fails that test.

National Parks Journal (NSW) 
Vol 53 No1 2009

New river red gum parks
The VNPA heartily congratulates the

Victorian Government on its far-sighted
decision to protect 100,000 hectares of
red gum forest in four new national parks
and other parks and reserves along the
Murray, Goulburn and Ovens rivers. The
new national parks are Barmah,

details — an artificially manufactured
6 day/5 night walk with overnight stays
at 5 separate mini-villages (euphemis-
tically called “nodes”); each mini-village
complete with 60 bed public lodge, 15
bed commercial lodge, rangers hut, heli-
pad, toilets, and possibly tent camping.

The TNPA understands that in the
latter part of 2008, the PWS contracted
various environmental impact assess-
ments, and that these are largely
completed. The PWS also contracted a
Sydney based group, Syneca Consulting,
to undertake an economic impact
analysis. This report basically looks at
the economic benefits for Tasmania as a
whole, as well as the Tasman Peninsula
region, of the 10,000 walkers per year on
the fully operational proposed Three
Capes Walk (which won’t be operational
until at least 2012 or beyond).

Although the Syneca report is a well
researched and detailed report, the
economics depend entirely on the actual
numbers of walkers each year. These
figures assume similar walker numbers
as the Overland Track and similar
visiting and spending behaviour.

The TNPA will continue to work on
this issue. It has formed a working group
to provide a strong and measured
opposition. Current plans include:

Ongoing positive promotion of the
alternative Tasman Coastal Trail and
30 walks

Letting the Tasman Council and local
business owners know that there are
alternatives that will be economically
better for the region as well as for the
Tasman National Park

Lobbying members of parliament

Modelling the appearance of the mini
villages so the public can see disaster

(continued)

Gunbower, Lower Goulburn River and
Warby Range–Ovens River.

The Brumby government’s decision
will be good for the environment, the
regional economy and the aspirations of
Indigenous people. Increased tourism
along the Murray is anticipated to create
26 new jobs. In addition, 30 new park
rangers and 10 fencing contractors will
be employed, counteracting the loss of
up to 56 timber harvesting jobs — many
of which would have been lost anyway
because of unsustainable harvesting
practices.

Grazing will be removed from the
new parks. Cattle destroy fragile wet-
lands and river banks, and there is
absolutely no credible evidence that
grazing assists with fire management.
Joint boards of management will be
created for parks at Barmah and
Nyah–Vinifera, with majority Indigenous
representation. These red gum forests
and wetlands are unique and internation-
ally recognised. They are rich in native
plants and animal life, with many
threatened species that need new parks
more than ever.

Victoria has shown the way. It is now
time for NSW and the Commonwealth to
follow suit by protecting significant red
gum areas north of the river and working
with all Murray–Darling Basin states to
ensure that red gum forests receive the
water they need for their ongoing health.

Update (VNPA) February 2009

Keep the capes wild
TNPA remains firm in its resolve to

oppose the imposition on the Tasman
National Park of the Three Capes Walk
with all its associated paraphernalia. This
proposal is a massive and unprecedented
national park development by the current
Labor government. Just remember the

funerals or memorial services. The spirit
of determination and resilience is truly
remarkable within the community.

I had a helicopter flight around
Kinglake and Kinglake West on
Wednesday to get an appreciation of the
task left to do. The damage and
devastation is almost indescribable. The
centre of the town shopping centre is
intact but almost all of the houses have
been destroyed. Army trucks and
firefighting trucks and emergency
service people have turned the town into
a war zone. Within the black zone there
are those flying flags and messages that
they are there to stay. People are

impacted at the same time as the village
and houses. There are many tragic
stories to tell and yet to be told.

Since that day firefighters have been
building tracks around the edge to keep
the fire from spreading any further, and
dealing with re-ignitions in the burning
area and lots of burning and falling trees.
Of course on top of that, they need to be
prepared for any new ignitions.

I am glad to be back home and see
the beach, green grass, lots of water on
the ground, my family and my home.

Love to all

Steve

camping in tents on blackened ground
next to their burnt out houses.

Kinglake sits atop a plateau at about
550m — around 300m higher than the
lowlands around Whittlesea and Yarra
Glen. The plateau runs NW to SE. The
fire started to the NW of Whittlesea and
under the NW winds ran 20–30km
before a strong SW change on 7/2/2009.
When that change came through, the
entire edge of the fire (20–30km) became
the front and raced up the hill toward
Kinglake. Those in Kinglake watching
the fire at first thought it had gone below
and missed them. Unfortunately, the only
exit road runs NW to SE and so was

The Victorian fires — a personal perspective   (continued from page 15)
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looming for the park

Photo/banner displays of the Tasman
National Park

Production of information brochures,
and

Rallies.
TNPA News Newsletter 

No 11 Spring/Summer 2008

More native habitat protected

Humane Society International’s
Million Acres campaign this month
received a boost with up to 637,184
hectares of native habitat given national
protection as a result of HSI threatened
ecological community nominations. The
natural grasslands on basalt and fine-
textured alluvial plains of northern NSW
and southern QLD (estimated extent
29,000) were listed as critically endan-
gered. Gippsland red gum grassy wood-
land and associated native grassland
(900–5,600 ha) was also listed as
critically endangered; while natural
grasslands of the Queensland Central
Highlands and the northern Fitzroy Basin
(241,584 ha) and Weeping Myall Wood-
lands (220,000– 361,000 ha) were listed
as endangered. These listings bring the
total amount of habitat protected by HSI
through Federal and state laws to just
under 5 million acres.

Humane Society International
Newsletter Vol 15, Issue 1 March 2009

One long year of logging
Last year was the first full year

during which logging on freehold land
was regulated under the Native
Vegetation Regulation and its associated
Code of Practice. In that one year alone,
the Department of Environment and
Climate Change approved a total of
140,000 hectares for logging on freehold
land across NSW. For comparison, on
State Forests in NSW, only 45,000
hectares are logged each year on
average. Of the vast area approved for
logging under the Code, only 1,299
hectares of oldgrowth forest were found
and excluded from logging — amounting
to less that 1% of the total.

In addition, the NSW Government
has just announced a $29.3 million
industry assistance package for the
freehold logging industry — supposedly
to help it adjust to the new Code of
Practice. However, the environmental
controls in the Code are so weak that
there hasn’t really been any
“adjustment”. Logging of oldgrowth,
rainforest, streamside vegetation and
threatened species habitats continues,
and this financial assistance is best
described as “money for nothing”.

ers in 2008 on the grounds of cruelty.
The main species shot is the Grey-

headed flying-fox Pteropus poliocepha-
lus which is listed as vulnerable under
Commonwealth and NSW threatened
species legislation. A recent investigation
of the population structure and dynamics
of the species suggests that they remain
in decline, to the extent that current rates
of mortality would lead to the species’
extinction in 84 years. This decline has
significant far-ranging consequences for
Australia’s environment. Flying-foxes
are recognised as keystone species for
their pollination of native trees (par-
ticularly in the Myrtaceae family) and
seed dispersal. They are very important
as long-range pollinators, promoting
genetic flow between trees at greater
distances apart (<5 km) than other
pollinators.

National Parks Journal (NSW)
Vol 53 No 2 2009

Binna Burra celebrations

It was 1933: two pioneering con-
servationists had a shared vision to
establish a place where people could
marvel at the wonders of Lamington
National park and experience camping in
this natural wilderness. Arthur Groom
and Romeo Lahey (co-founders of
NPAQ) recognised that introducing
people to such a stunning environment
could ensure commitment to the
preservation of this pristine ecosystem.

The first Binna Burra Christmas
Camp was attended by 70 hardy
adventurers who were provided with
tents, meals and guided walks through
the rainforest. Despite a severe storm,
the campers’ spirits were not dampened
and the event was hailed a success.
Romeo and Arthur decide to build per-
manent cabins on the site and in 1934
the first hut was finished. By 1939 Binna
Burra Lodge could accommodate 54
guests and the road was extended in
1947 to make the site more accessible.

Seventy-five years later, Binna Burra
Lodge has celebrated the anniversary of
the first Christmas Camp and the spirit
of the dedicated staff and shareholders
still shines through. The event … cul-
minated in the unveiling of the Romeo
Lahey memorial, which sits proudly
overlooking the vista that empowered
this man to do so much for conservation
in Australia.

NPA News (Qld) Vol 79 No 1 2009

Selected by Hazel Rath

Meanwhile, the veil of secrecy
remains firmly in place for those who try
to gain access to any documents
associated with logging approvals on
freehold land. This secrecy has forced
the North Coast Environment Council
into court, and May this year will see the
finale to their year-long legal wrangle to
acquire a copy of a number of logging
property Vegetation Plans through the
Administrative Decisions Tribunal. We
are still waiting to see what any new
“Private Native Forests Act” will look
like, which the NSW government plans
to introduce this year.

National Parks Journal (NSW)
Vol 53 No 2 2009

Great Ocean Walk to be extended
In mid-January the State government

announced $1.3 million in funding for
extensions and additions to this popular
104km track, including:

10km of new track from Moonlight
Head to the Twelve Apostles Visitor
Centre, with bridges and boardwalks

Construction of a new viewing point
for the Twelve Apostles

Trail signage, seats and boot cleaning
stations.

The Walk, between Apollo Bay and
just east of the Twelve Apostles, has
limitations at present such as on-road
walking and lack of good trailheads. The
new funding will help ensure that it
continues to be the state’s premier long-
distance nature-based tourism walk.

Visitors are likely to stay longer and
spend more, and there should be flow-on
benefits to business such as tour
operators, food and clothing retailers,
transport services, accommodation and
equipment hire. Local communities will
also benefit. Over 40 new and existing
business operators formed a marketing
partnership to develop the nature-based
tourism experience of the Walk when it
opened in January 2006.

Update (VNPA) February 2009

Flying foxes under attack
NSW remains the only state issuing

licences to fruit growers to shoot flying-
foxes. This practice contributes to the
decline of a threatened species and is
unnecessary because fruit crops are more
effectively protected from birds and
flying-foxes with full exclusion netting.

In 2007 the Queensland Animal
Welfare Advisory Committee found that
the shooting of flying-foxes for crop
protection was inhumane. The
Queensland government ceased issuing
damage mitigation permits to fruit grow-
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website is hosted
by our generous
sponsor, Encode.

NPA notices

New member of the association
The NPA ACT welcomes the following new member:

Oi Lee Chai

We look forward to seeing members at NPA
activities.

Front cover photographs

Main photo. NPA packwalkers at the now toppled border

survey post at Cape Howe, April 2009: Neville Esau

(leader), Mike Smith, Judith Webster, Kathy Saw, Clive

Hurlstone, Rene Lays and Tim Walsh.

Photo Esther Gallant

Insets(left to right). Xanthorrhoea at Tidbinbilla.

Photo Max Lawrence

The mighty Ama Dablam itself (page 7).

Photo Michael Goonrey

Adrienne Nicholson and Timothy Walsh on an NPA

outing, Goorooyarroo Nature Reserve, August 2008.

Photo Max Lawrence

Back cover photographs

A selection of photographs from the association’s website; some

of the birds depicted in the Field Guide to the Birds of the ACT.

Photos Dave Whitfield and Liz Harman

General Meetings
 

Third Thursday of the month

(not December or January)
 

8:00pm
 

Uniting Church hall

56 Scrivener Street

O'Connor

National Parks Association Calendar

Public holidays

General meetings

Committee meetings

Gudgengy Bush Regeneration 2

Further details:   1  NPA ACT Annual General Meeting

Jun 09

Mon 8

Thur 18

Tues 2

Sat 13 

Jul 09

–

Aug 09

Mon 3

Sep 09

–

Thur 16

Tues 7

Thur 20 1

Tues 4

Sat 11 Sat 8

Thur 17

Tues 2

Sat 12

  2  Meet Namadgi Visitor Centre 9:15am or Yankee Hat car park 10:00am

contacts Michael Goonrey 6231 8395 and 

Clive Hurlstone 6288 7592(h) 0407 783 422(mob)

Nominations for NPA ACT committee members and office-bearers for 2009–10

Nominations are sought for committee members and office-bearers for the election to be held at the 

Annual General Meeting on August 20  2009

We nominate .................................................... for the position of ........................................... of the NPA ACT for 2009–10

Proposed by  ..................................................... (signature)

Seconded by  ..................................................... (signature) I accept the nomination  .......................................... (signature)

.................................... (date)

[This form can be photocopied and used for nominations.]

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

All members of the association are invited to
attend the Annual General Meeting to be held at
the Uniting Church Hall, O’Connor at 8:00pm on

Thursday 20 August 2009

Business: Minutes of the 2008 AGM President’s report
Financial report Appointment of auditor
Election of office-bearers and committee
Any other business.

Note. All office-bearer and committee positions become
vacant at the AGM.

Nominations for the ensuing year are welcome. Use copies of
the form below to nominate members for office-
bearer and committee positions for the coming year.

Following the formal business and guest speakers, members
are invited to the traditional AGM supper.

The ravages of time
Photo at right. 
Alice Thompson, in the 1990s,
inspects the NSW–Victoria bor-
der post at Cape Howe. Back
then the post was still vertical
but around it the dunes were
severely eroded — the slab near
the top was originally at ground
level. (This is the post, now
toppled, where Esther Gallant’s
photograph on the front cover of
this Bulletin was taken.)

Photo Mike Smith

This Bulletin was put together by
Editor: Max Lawrence
Presentation: Adrienne Nicholson
Sub-editor: Graeme Wicks



National Parks Association of the ACT Incorporated
Inaugurated 1960

Aims and objectives of the Association
• Promotion of national parks and of measures for the protection of

fauna and flora, scenery, natural features and cultural heritage in
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Thursday 18 June
Research on Eastern Grey

Kangaroos in the ACT.
Don Fletcher, Senior Ecologist,

and
Claire Wimpenny, Research

Assistant, Research and Planning,
Parks, Conservation and Lands, 

Department of Territory and
Municipal Services, ACT.

Don and Claire’s talk will explore
some of the reasons that the ACT
“punches above its weight” in
kangaroo research, and will provide
a snapshot of current and recent
kangaroo research projects.
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General Meetings
Thursday 16 July
Construction in a Nature
Reserve — snakes don’t 

know the site rules.
Helen Badger, Project Manager

IQon Pty Ltd.
Picture this — 50 construction
workers, equipment, and building
materials spread over 20 hectares of
Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve for
12 months, building new facilities
and infrastructure. How was this
done without major impact on the
environment? Helen was project
manager and will share some of the
challenges faced, how they were
overcome to complete the works,
protect the environment and create
the wonderful Tidbinbilla Sanctuary.

Thursday 20 August
Annual General Meeting

The AGM proceedings will be
followed by the presentation and
traditional AGM supper.

New England National Parks
and

the Upper Murray Catchment.
Di Thompson, NPA member and

serious traveller.
NPA members enjoy some big and
clean waterways before the actions
of man so dramatically change them.
The effects of divergent weather
patterns and climate deliver
remarkable natural landscapes for
the “experience nature-seeker”.



Little Eagle

Hooded Robin

2003 Mt Stromlo

2003 Canberra Firestorm

Flood in Canberra

Early Canberra bushfire

Threatened species

Extreme 

Photo acknowledgements:

For further information on NPA ACT publications, and to keep up with our activities generally,
please visit our website    http://www.npaact.org.au

Gallery of ACT birds.
A full list and descriptions of birds found in the ACT

can be found in the Field Guide to the Birds of the ACT
by McComas Taylor and Nicholas Day, published by the
National Parks Association of the ACT Inc. in 1993, 1999
and 2006.

These are some NPA members’ photos of ACT birds,
numbered according to the page (first two digits) and
picture number (third digit) in the NPA ACT's field
guide.

The association’s website contains some 132 bird
images. A sample is shown here: the Gang-gang cockatoo
was photographed by Dave Whitfield, the other images
here are by Liz Harman.

(442) Gang-gang cockatoo. The Gang-gang (male pictured) is a
medium-sized cockatoo well known as the emblem on ACT park
service staff's uniforms.

(181) Darter. The darter male is generally dark whilst the
female and young have pale underparts.Darters hold their 

wings out to dry like the cormorants.

(706) Striated pardalote.
Easily distinguished

from the spotted
pardalote by its call

"witta witta" (the spotted
calls "miss piggy, miss

piggy") and by a
distinctive red spot on
the wing (if you have

good eyes).

(661) Superb fairy wren. This male shows full breeding
plumage; out of season it reverts to brown upper parts like the
female, but with a blue tail. It is often seen in Canberra parks
hopping around near or on the ground, with tail cocked.

(727) New Holland
honeyeater.

To attract this colour-
ful active bird to your

garden you need to
plant banksias and/or

grevilleas. The best
viewing spot is the

Australian National
Botanic Gardens.




