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It has certainly been a year for NPA ACT publications. In
April, we enthusiastically celebrated the launch of Namadgi —
a National Park for the National Capital. Now, as we
approach the end of the calendar year, it is fantastic to confirm
that the publications sub-committee has continued its great
work.

In October, a reprint of the NPA ACT’s Field Guide to the
Birds of the ACT was completed. This incorporated
adjustments to bring the colour reproductions back towards
those of the original 1996 edition. And this was done in a
timely manner to ensure that our stocks of this very popular
field guide did not run out.

While this was happening, work had also been underway to
update the out-of-print frog and reptile field guide. Since the
original publication of this field guide back in 1996 the ACT
has seen the identification of new species and an updated
version of the field guide was needed to cover them. Thanks to
Ross Bennett, the original author, for his work on updating the
field guide.

Publication of the new version of the field guide was
complicated by the obsolescence of the original printing plates.

Through the hard work of
Sabine, Sonja and the rest of
the publications sub-
committee we now have an
up to date digital version of
the field guide suitable for
printing. Well done, team.

I’m very proud to say that
the new version of the frog and
reptiles field guide will be
launched at the NPA ACT’s Christmas
party, at the Namadgi Visitor Centre, on 11 December. So please
come and help us welcome back this valuable guide to two vital
areas of the ACT’s environment.

As the end of the year approaches, I would like to wish all
the members of the NPA ACT and their families a safe and
merry Christmas and a happy new year. Thank you for your
work and support for the NPA ACT’s many activities. See you
at the Christmas party.
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Significant development pressure is
building in the north of the ACT as
critical planning decisions are made
about new suburbs on our northern rim.
Seven new suburbs are either under
construction or being planned, and how
these suburbs are developed will have
direct consequences for the important
grassy woodlands found in this area of
the ACT.

Lowland grassy woodlands of
significant environmental value are
found along the ACT’s northern border in
a crescent of land stretching from near
Hall to Campbell Park. While
components of Canberra Nature Park
exist or are proposed there, areas vital for
ensuring the flow of biodiversity
throughout this stretch of lowland grassy
woodlands are not subject to con-
servation arrangements.

The NPA ACT believes that these
woodlands, the significance of which is
discussed in the ACT’s Lowland Grassy
Woodland Strategy, must be conserved.

A little while ago, the NPA ACT
published, through the Bulletin, an article
proposing a new national park for the
ACT. The park was to be based on the
existing reserves of Mulligan’s Flat,

provide the basis for a southern
component of the new national park.

The potential to create a new national
park has been discussed in a report
commissioned by the Commissioner for
Sustainability and the Environment. The
report clearly identified the feasibility of
creating a national park based on the
NPA ACT’s original proposal.

The NPA ACT believes that creating
a conservation reserve that is deemed to
be a national park significantly enhances
the community’s awareness of the
conservation importance of the land so
designated. The creation of a new
lowland grassy woodlands national park
would help counter the development
pressures on the ecological values on the
ACT’s northern rim and would flag the
importance of these ecosystems through-
out the ACT.

To date, while other reserves have
been created, no national park has been
established in the ACT since self-govern-
ment. The creation of a new national
park, focused on importance of lowland
grassy woodlands, would be a fantastic
100th birthday present for the ACT.

Rod Griffiths

Goorooyarroo and Mounts Majura and
Ainslie, and the article sought to raise
public awareness of the significance of
the Yellow Box–Red Gum grassy wood-
lands held by the ACT. It was envisaged
that a national park based on these
existing reserves would provide impetus
for further conservation of this
significant ecosystem in the north of the
ACT.

However, all proposals need to
evolve to reflect feedback received, to
respond to further information and to
tackle new challenges for conservation.
Consideration of these factors has seen
the NPA ACT recognise that a new
national park should be created to protect
the significant lowland grassy woodlands
throughout the ACT as required by the
ACT Government’s own strategy for the
protection of these ecosystems.

In particular, the new national park,
as well as protecting the northern rim
must also incorporate the significant
stands of Yellow Box–Red Gum and
other grassy woodlands to the south of
Lake Burley Griffin, such as those found
in the Red Hill, Mount Mugga Mugga
and Callum Brae areas. Achieving
connectivity between these areas would

A new national park and the ACT’s
northern rim

November 2011 progress report on
improving the EPBC Act
As previously reported in the NPA
Bulletin, the Australian Government has
been reviewing its key environmental
protection legislation, the Environment
Protection and Biodiversity Act 1999.
Sustainability, Environment, Water,
Population and Communities Minister
Tony Burke held several discussions with
community and industry representatives,
and the government is now preparing to
introduce changes to the Act into
Parliament in early 2012.

Throughout this process the National
Parks Australia Council (NPAC),
representing all NPAs throughout Aus-
tralia, has consistently argued for added
protection for terrestrial and marine
national parks and for the National
Reserve System. In fact the Minister took
an important step towards this new level

of protection in October when he
announced that a new regulation under
the EPBC Act would prevent cattle
grazing in the Alpine National Parks.

Nevertheless, the changes the
government proposes to make to the
EPBC Act are extremely disappointing. It
has established that its highest priority is
to minimise red tape and support
sustainable development. In other words,
it is keeping close to the previous
government’s focus on the Act being used
to approve proposed developments as its
primary outcome. Indeed, the federal
Opposition and most mining and
development groups have welcomed the
changes announced.

The government approach ignores the
broader systemic reforms proposed in
Dr Hawke’s original review. The highlight

of the environmental changes, a proposal
to list whole ecological communities as
protected, is hedged around with
sufficient difficulties as to make it
almost unworkable. The checks and bal-
ances he proposed to balance the
reduced protection processes have all
been rejected as too onerous on industry
and development.

The national government has ignored
the sound and considered advice of a
broad range of environmental
organisations on the reforms needed to
this important Act. It is time for each
and every one of us to adopt a new, more
militant approach; time for us to make
real protection of our environment a
deal-breaker in each and every
Australian election.

Christine Goonrey

Correction
The following is an extract from the article

‘World Environment Day on Scrivener

Hill’,which appeared in the September 2011

issue of the NPA Bulletin:

The Minister … paid particular tribute to

Michael Parker and Ted Fleming who have

also devoted so much time over many years

to the rehabilitation of the neighbouring

nature reserves.

The article should have named Michael Sim

rather than Michael Parker. We regret this

error and extend our sincere apologies to

Mr Sim.
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The NPAC meeting on the weekend
15–16 October was hosted by the
Victorian NPA (VNPA) in its Melbourne
office in the Green Building in Leicester
Street, and included a visit to the Iramoo
grasslands in the north-western suburb of
St Albans.

Christine Goonrey, as President of
NPAC, chaired the meeting. Delegates
from member organisations in Victoria,
Tasmania, New South Wales,
Queensland, South Australia and the
Australian Capital Territory gave brief
summaries of their activities throughout
the year as an introduction to the
meeting. This led to a spirited discussion
about putting the word National back
into national parks, i.e. instituting
national management standards for all
national parks.

The rest of the morning was devoted
to a presentation by VNPA led by its
Executive Director, Matt Ruchel, on its
review of ‘branding’ and fundraising.
Matt concluded that any name-change by
their organisation should include
‘National Parks’ because the concept was

Nature and Bush Heritage. They are
finding that raising money for land
acquisition is not difficult (with
considerable help from governments) but
funds for ongoing management of the
acquired land are hard to come by.

The AGM was held on Sunday
morning with the return of the current
executive, Christine Goonrey as
President, Fred Gerardson as Secretary
and Kevin McCue as Treasurer and
Public Officer. There was considerable
discussion on the constitution and
succession planning, before the meeting
closed at 12:30.

On Sunday afternoon we drove to the
Iramoo grasslands (www.iramoo.org.au),
where Communications Officer Milly
Burke led a discussion and tour of the
reclaimed defence land including a show
and tell about the striped legless lizards
there.

Kevin McCue

so universally known even
though the association’s interests
were much wider and strongly
focused on conservation. They suggest
turning around the mantra: Parks for
People to People for Parks to help gain
more public support for our national
parks and nature reserves.

The discussion on fundraising was
rather dry but illuminating. Like many
other volunteer organisations, NPAC
needs to do something about boosting its
funds as it endeavours to make more of a
mark on the national scene, thereby
filling a niche that is otherwise
neglected. Bequests, major gifts and key
donors are critically important. In
NPA ACT’s case, the late Alastair
Morrison’s first gift enabled us to publish
the ACT bird book, sales of which have
cascaded that gift to other publications.
Corporate support also needs to be
investigated.

The rest of the afternoon was taken
up with presentations on private land
conservation projects with speakers from
the Nature Conservancy, the Trust for

Christine Goonrey (right) chairing the NPAC Annual

General Meeting.  Photo Kevin McCue

On Monday 12 September, just before
5:30 am, a dozen tiny earthquakes in just
3 minutes cracked the ancient rocks
under Namadgi National Park. Sensitive
seismographs, owned by the Australian
National University (ANU), National
Parks Association member Kevin McCue
and Geoscience Australia, monitored this
unusual sequence. Kevin computed their
location to be at about 10 km depth in
the vicinity of Square Rock, between
Corin Dam and the Namadgi Visitor
Centre. Nobody has yet reported feeling
them, the largest being about magnitude
1.5. There was a magnitude 2.3 earth-
quake there on 28 May this year.
Because they cause no damage or death,

there is no media interest in
reporting such events.

Kevin McCue

Namadgi rattled by a swarm of tiny earthquakes

Figure. Three and a half

minutes of the ground shaking

at ANU Mt Stromlo (top),

Aranda (middle) and Kowen

Forest (bottom). The time is

UTC, 10 hours behind AEST, so

19:28 on 11 September UTC is

05:28 on 12 September local

time. The P wave and S wave

times are shown for the largest

of the earthquakes.

The 2011 National Parks Australia Council AGM
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New life for the Snowy: Canberra Bushwalking Club

visits the Snowy River Falls
As part of the plan to
increase the amount of water
that is released into the
Snowy River from Jinda-
byne Dam, it was announced
that 84 Gigalitres would be
released over a three week
period in October 2011
including 12 Gl per day for
three days. To put this into
perspective, 12 Gl (i.e.
12,000 Ml) is approximately
equal to the flow that is
going down the Murrum-
bidgee River at Gundagai at
the time of writing.

Over 15–17 October,
joint NPA–CBC member
Rupert Barnett led a party of
four, including yours truly,
on a short-notice walk for
the Canberra Bushwalking
Club to visit Snowy River
Falls. The Falls are about
35km north-west of Delegate NSW.
Access to the area was through private
property (we had permission) and then
about 7km by foot on the Merambego
Ridge Trail and down along Byadbo
Creek. We camped two nights near the
Byadbo Creek confluence with the
Snowy River. Snowy River Falls are only
about 500m downstream from the conflu-
ence. Due to high water levels and cliffs,
access to the falls required walking along

a ridge to a point below the falls and
crossing some river channels to get a
close-up view. The falls are about
4 metres high and actually comprise two
falls, one on the main channel and the
other, perhaps the more spectacular of the
two, on the minor channel. Whilst we
were impressed with the amount of water
flowing over the falls there was evidence
of much bigger floods in the past with
flood debris many metres above water
level downstream of the falls.

There are reports that a similar release
will be made next year and if that occurs
it will not only benefit the river ecology
but provide another opportunity to view
the falls in flood.

Mike Bremers

The heritage grant application made
through the Molonglo Catchment Group,
to undertake priority work on five early
European historic sites in the Glenburn/
Burbong area of the Kowen Forest, has
been rejected.

The decision was conveyed to the
Molonglo Catchment Group in early
October and an invitation to discuss the
matter was made. Graham Scully
subsequently did so with an officer of the
Heritage Unit. Graham was told that,
while the application had merit, it was
not eligible for a grant because
government agencies have to take
responsibility for assets under their
control.

While that is a longstanding policy, it
has not been enforced for many years. A
review of actual grants made over the

past 5 or 6 years clearly demonstrates that
the policy has not been applied consis-
tently. I also note that, after the publica-
tion of my monograph on Glenburn/Bur-
bong by the NPA in 2007, the previous
Chief Minister, Jon Stanhope, suggested
that I apply for a heritage grant to fund
conservation work in the area. If the pol-
icy is now to be rigorously applied, there
are several individuals and organisations
in Canberra that have previously received
heritage grants and/or hope to receive
future grants that will not be pleased.

While members of the Friends of
Glenburn are disappointed about the
rejection of the grant application, we must
move on, and we remain committed to
assisting the Parks Service to protect and
conserve the early European relics in
Glenburn/Burbong.

We held another successful work
party on 2 October. At Glenburn, hay
shed grass was cleared and two standing
posts were straightened. At Glenburn
homestead additional pegs were placed
to hold down the rabbit-proof netting
previously installed and a timber plank
was attached to the bottom of the
security gate to rabbit-proof it, while at
Collier’s homestead ruins many briars
were cut and dabbed with Roundup®
herbicide.

Graham Scully is making
arrangements with Parks’ staff to discuss
the tasks to be undertaken by future
work parties, including those to be held
next year.

Col McAlister

Snowy River Falls, October 2011.
Photo Mike Bremers

Heritage grant application rejected, but Friends of

Glenburn push on
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Travelling Stock Routes and Reserves (TSRs):
corridors for plants, birds and beasts
Overview

For the one-day Travelling Stock Route/
Reserve (TSR) conference in Orange that
NPA NSW and the organisation Grass
Routes had organised for 28 July this
year, I drove via Boorowa (home to the
Superb Parrot but I didn’t spot any),
Cowra, Canowindra and Cargo. The
drive emphasised how mature eucalypts
and their understorey are frequently
concentrated on road verges alongside
agricultural land that is often largely
devoid of tree cover, save for isolated
tokens. If the road is widened, the trees
and groundcover go.

Roads, cemeteries and TSRs provide
habitat for native wildlife. For TSRs in
particular, their value is as biodiversity
refuges and corridors for our native flora
and fauna in countryside that is being
increasingly cleared for agriculture,
pastureland, mining and infrastructure.
They also have historical and cultural
values.

Local Aboriginal people often
showed pastoralists the way to water and
fertile areas because they knew the land
and had established their pathways
between the areas. The chain of water
supplies and feed set the network for
many TSRs where drovers accompanied
stock to saleyards.

Recently, during the prolonged
drought, pastoralists were moving their
stock to TSRs for grazing. With fuel
prices rising, cattle and sheep droving
might come back into vogue with a
revival in TSR use.

In NSW, boards under the
Department of Lands manage TSRs. A
map of stock routes in NSW shows a
substantial, closely knit network but
unfortunately state and territory
governments are selling off TSRs to
reduce management costs.

NPA NSW and Grass Routes
organised the second TSR conference to
tackle the problem by formulating a
framework to prevent further sales of
TSRs in NSW and to ensure their
protection.

The venue was the Orange Ex-
Services Club with doors opening on to a
bowling lawn, welcome for its sunny
aspect on the cold morning but as bare as
a badger’s proverbial, perhaps an
unintended symbol of our governments’
approaches to our natural environment?

The conference sponsors were the
Office of Environment and Heritage
NSW, the Earth Welfare Foundation, The

Wilderness Society, Dara Foundation, and
the Wildlife Preservation Society of
Australia.

Kevin Evans, Executive Officer, NPA
NSW, gave the background to the
conference while the Facilitator, James
Whelan of the Change Agency, gave an
outline of the day.

Three short ‘scene setting’
presentations, on heritage, habitat and
livelihood, followed.

Heritage

Graeme Wiffen, President of NPA NSW
and a Member of Australia International
Council on Monuments and Sites
(ICOMOS), spoke first. He emphasised
early Aboriginal as well as pastoral links
with the establishment of TSRs and their
significance as historical heritage
landscape that shouldn’t be broken up
into sites. TSRs should be considered as a
whole. Graeme compared the concept of
heritage as a landscape with the European
concept of built structures some of which
might be considered within their natural
surroundings.

Habitat

Pia Lentini, a PhD candidate from the
Fenner School of Environment and
Society at the Australian National
University, spoke about her research on
landscape ecology, her particular focus
being on birds. She had copies of her
paper ‘Managing travelling stock routes
and private property for the persistence of
woodland birds across the SW slopes’
(Woodland Wanderings, newsletter of the
Grassy Box Woodlands Conservation
Management Network, vol. 8, no. 1 –
ISSN 1445-1573).

Pia spoke of the wide spectrum of
vegetation represented in TSRs which are
biased in their representation of low-lying
fertile and well-watered areas and
valleys; they are important for their
genetic diversity, encompassing
vegetation and vertebrate and invertebrate
fauna. Species in TSRs that are
endangered or becoming increasingly
scarce are: the river red gum (Eucalyptus
camaldulensis), the bimble box
(Eucalyptus populnea), yellow box
(Eucalyptus melliodora), the yam daisy
(Microseris lanceolata), Tumut grevillea
(Grevillea wilkinsonii), the regent
honeyeater (Xanthomyza phrygia) and a
species of dunart.

The ‘messier’ the TSR, with

overstorey, understorey and
groundcover including fallen timber, the
better for habitat (firewood collectors
beware!). Birds and insects also gain
from scattered trees in adjoining
farmland and can benefit landholders
with their pollinating. Many birds and
miniature bats feed on insects, including
mosquitoes, that might be pests.

Livelihood

Tristan Knowles from Economists at
Large, a Melbourne not-for-profit
company, explained how we could help
protect TSRs by demonstrating their
economic benefits. Because economics
is a human-centric field, it’s easier to
quantify the direct benefits of TSRs than
ecosystem services which provide both
direct and indirect benefits: water,
protection of the watertable if not
overused, nutrient recycling, insect and
bird pollination, and biodiversity
protection. There is also a need to
consider the direct and indirect costs.

Tristan said another challenge is that
it’s harder to quantify the value of the
whole TSR network than that of
individual TSRs.

He mentioned information gaps, a
recurrent theme during the conference.
Information is scattered with no
centralised database and few checklists
for native species and their status.

Post-presentation discussion

and questions

Comments and questions after the
presentations reflected diverse interests
and observations.

Reiner Rehwinkel, a grassy
ecosystems specialist, reminded the
audience of the significance of
grasslands and reserves. Another
participant asked if carbon trading could
be used as an argument for maintaining
TSRs.

Several game hunters attended the
conference, wearing distinctive blue
shirts with ‘Game Hunters’ emblazoned
in yellow. One asked Kevin about the
attitude of NPA NSW to using game
hunters for ‘conservation shooting’ of
ferals in reserves and national parks.
Kevin’s response was that NPA NSW
agreed to the shooting of ferals in
certain circumstances according to strict
protocols using employees of the Office

(continued next page)



Over the months of August, September
and October, the Gudgenby Bush
Regeneration Group has been hard at
work removing an unwanted and
unsightly fence along a fire trail above
Frank and Jacks Hut. The fence
consisted of barbed wire on the top,
another strand of normal wire and then
the wire fencing with attached bottom
and top wires to hold it in place. Over
the years, parts of the fence were bent or
completely flattened, while other
sections were still upright.

Armed with strong gloves, safety
glasses and wire cutters teams of willing
helpers set about cutting, pulling and
rolling up the wires and fence into
suitable sizes for removal. Although the
job looked as if it would not take long, it
turned out to be very hard work as the
wire was thick and hard to cut and the
bottom of the fence was, in places,
buried deep into the ground. The barbed

wire was the first task to
be completed as we felt
it posed a hazard to
wildlife. However, the
next strand of wire along
with the fence itself
proved to need a team
effort with several
people pulling and
tugging to drag it on to
the road where it could
be rolled up and left in
piles.

Over the three work
parties, 26 people
worked for 6 hours each,
which equates to 156
man-hours of hard
labour! But we are very
pleased with the result and feel that the
1.5 km of fencing removed is time well
spent. Thanks to all those people who
came out to help. I am sure the kangaroos

and wombats and lots of other smaller
creatures are pleased that the barrier has
been removed.

Hazel Rath (GBRG)
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Fence removed by Gudgenby bushies

Kevin, Kathy, Brian, Bernard and Rupert toiling over the wire.

Photo Max Lawrence

of Environment and Heritage, formerly
the NSW National Parks and Wildlife
Service.

A recreational fisher asked what was
NPA NSW’s policy on restocking
streams and rivers with the endangered
Murray cod. Kevin’s response was that
his organisation didn’t have a specific
policy but that it was a worthwhile
consideration.

A farmer queried why a
representative from the National
Farmers’ Federation hadn’t been invited
if we were talking of the benefits of
TSRs to farmers. Another audience
member said a Roads and Traffic
Authority representative should have
been invited to the conference.

Working groups and tasks

Everyone was asked to join one of six
working groups devoted to management
of: understorey values; overstorey
values; education, culture and heritage
values; recreational uses; economic
values; and resourcing management and
governance. We were told we could
move between groups but most stayed
with their initial choice.

I decided to join the management of
overstorey values. We were asked to
work through basic lists of key threats,
solutions, opportunities, and outcomes,
considering and adding to them. You can
follow all the presentations live on
NPA NSW’s YouTube channel
(www.youtube.com/npansw).

Certain threats were common to most
working groups. They included fire,
vandalism, ignorance about the values of
TSRs, lack of appropriate signage, feral
pests and plant diseases. Other threats
were the effects of climate change,
management costs, lack of resources, sale
of TSRs, impacts of fracking projects,
and of gas and/or water pipelines.

Our overstorey group of six, the
smallest, included a beekeeper, Kazu,
who was concerned about illegal or
unregistered beekeepers using TSRs and
the threat from bee diseases, especially
the Varroa mite. Beth from Armidale had
been following the decline of the regent
honeyeater, while Julie from the Wildlife
Rescue Service in Kangaroo Valley had
an interest in the fate of miniature bats.
Josette, our facilitator had worked in
South Vietnam and Nepal with
communities on ecological projects. Jane
from Orange worked with a local
Landcare group.

To sum up for a five-minute
presentation, each group had to choose
two or three priorities as a framework to
preserve TSRs.

Our group finally hammered out its
priorities: increased resources to
adequately manage TSRs; education and
involvement of local communities,
including schools, in TSR appreciation
and protection; and a centralised database
with the establishment of baseline data.
We also discussed lobbying politicians to
increase their awareness of the
significance of TSRs.

Many of the groups gave similar
priorities. Other suggestions were using
mining or carbon offsets to fund the
management of TSRs, liaising with
Bush Heritage, and considering
management models such as local
trustees or a central authority. Perhaps
both could play a part. Other models
cited for investigation were the Central
Barrier Reef Authority and the
Kosciuszko to Coast initiative.

The next step

Of course a one-day conference isn’t
enough to resolve the future of TSRs.
A working group is being established
and I have nominated as NPA ACT’s
representative. Much research and
collaboration lie ahead including
learning about local TSRs.

How many are near Canberra
waiting to be rediscovered and in what
condition are they? If you have
information about any TSRs within a
radius of 250–300 km of Canberra,
please contact me

judy.kelly@tpg.com.au or
6253 1859 (h)

Judy Kelly

Travelling Stock Routes and Reserves (continued from page 6)



By all means take this day out to enjoy
the boat trip, the local delicacies at
lunchtime and the snorkelling. But if
that’s all you get out of it you’ll have
missed the point. As the day progresses,
you will begin to grasp a world view
very different from the one that we have
acquired through our western, science-
based education.

This alternative world view perceives
the natural world as one that is
indivisible from the worlds of spirits,
ancestors and the powerful forces of
good and evil. Rather than categorising
the environment as separate from the
spiritual or emotional world, this is a
world view that, as one Ni-Vanuatu put
it, is ‘horizontal rather than vertical’, i.e.
‘… the world of the spirit is actually part
of the physical world, and there is no
notion of a spirit world distinct from the
material world’ (Singo 2009, p. 128). If
we can grasp this idea, the concept of
protecting the natural environment takes
on new dimensions. I will return to this
point at the end of this article.

Havannah Harbour is a wide ocean
inlet off the east coast of Efate Island,
sheltered by Lelepa Island to its west.
Smoke from cooking fires sends up
isolated plumes into the fringing
secondary forest, coconut palms and
mountainside vegetable gardens. Vessels
of the US fleet, anchored here during the
Second World War, are remembered only
by older villagers today, but the pale
green, well-weathered ‘beach glass’ is
testament to the countless Coca Cola
bottles that the sailors dumped in the
harbour.

The legacy of Chief Roi Mata

What is much more alive and significant
in the minds of villagers from the Lelepa
and Mangaliliu communities is the
legacy of Chief Roi Mata, despite the
fact that he lived and died several
centuries ago. Thanks to him, the peoples
of East Efate, violent and cannibalistic,
were brought to a state of peaceful
coexistence. Descendants of those who
brought offerings to the great gatherings
that he summoned every five years,
identify today with those offerings. Our
tour leader, Topie, identifies with the
octopus; his boat driver, with the
coconut.

Today, a roughly oblong-shaped
segment of Havannah Harbour, together

with the fringing coastal strip behind
Lelepa and Mangaliliu villages, comprise
a World Heritage Area designated in
2008: the Chief Roi Mata Domain. The
account that follows describes my
family’s experience of this day tour, a
tour that has been carefully developed by
the local communities and is under their
management. For a detailed academic
account of the establishment of Chief Roi
Mata’s Domain, see Wilson et al. (2011).

Oral culture in the islands that
comprise Vanuatu, as in other Pacific
islands, has preserved the past in stories
told from generation to generation. But
storytelling is a fading tradition. Where
Chief Roi Mata is concerned, many
elements of stories about him have been
confirmed by archaeological inves-
tigations. But, in contrast to inert artefacts
revealed by excavation, memory is still
vibrant in the minds of these
communities. It is the memory that binds
them to each other and to this locality.
This is one reason why the site merited
World Heritage nomination. It is this
vivid consciousness of the past,
generously shared with those from
elsewhere, that makes this tour a rare and
distinctive experience.

The tour lasted seven hours. Our first
stop, at 9 am, was at the National
Museum and Cultural Centre in Vila,
where Topie used a recently completed
display to explain the background to the
Chief Roi Mata Domain. In the 1960s,
the French archaeologist Jose Garanger
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excavated the Chief’s burial site on
Artok Island. The display in the
museum showed clearly what his
excavations revealed. There were two
layers of burials, the deepest being that
of the Chief and his closest associates.
The upper level contains fifty or so
bodies, with signs of others beyond the
excavated site. Carbon dating takes the
burial back to roughly 1600 AD.

Mangaas, the Chief ’s village

We were to visit the burial site later, but
first we were driven thirty minutes out
of Vila to the west coast of Efate Island,
where we boarded one of the local
fibreglass motor boats known as
‘banana boats’. According to the local
legend, when Chief Roi Mata died, his
village, Mangaas, was abandoned and
declared tapu [forbidden], and that was
where we were headed. For ten minutes
we sped south along the coast through
crystal-clear waters, then slowed to nose
cautiously between banks of coral up a
narrow channel. At the back of a narrow
white beach was a dark opening
between huge trees. Beyond was the site
of the old village, abandoned five
hundred years ago.

Clearly, from Topie’s narration and
behaviour on the site, it is a powerful
location for him. With great reverence
he introduced us to several significant
stones. Two, perhaps half a metre high,
marked the entrance to the village, and
off to the side was a small rounded
boulder where visitors had traditionally
left offerings to the Chief.

Piles of chunky coral marked the old
village walls. The village site as a
whole, overshadowed by the forest,
takes only a few minutes to traverse, but
is imbued with legend. Another small
rounded boulder is an ‘ordination stone’
on which the Chief sat while anointing
the heads of others. MacClancy (2002,
p. 26) writes that:

Special stones, the homes of
certain potent spirits, were a
common medium … Spirits do
not change over time, individual
ones living as long as people’s
memories, so it is not surprising
that they reside in stones. In the
middle of everything in the bush,
which grows and dies, only stone
does not change under the eye of
man.

A Pacific approach to conservation:
Chief Roi Mata’s Domain, Vanuatu

(continued next page)Magic offerings stone.
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A Pacific approach to conservation … (continued from page 8)

A huge, ancient banyan tree,
Topie told us, is the very same tree
that had formed the sheltered
meeting place of the community in
the Chief’s time. Clearly, this
abandoned village site had an
immanence that is very real to
Topie, and we became cautious
while moving around, avoiding
touching the stones that held such
memories and retained such
presence. Aware by now of the vivid
presence of the past around us, we
emerged onto the beach, climbed
back into the boat and set out across
sparkling blue water — accompanied by
the occasional silvery flying fish — to
Chief Roi Mata’s burial site on Artok
Island.

Artok Island and the burial site

A few days earlier, as our aircraft had
made its approach from the west to
Bauerfield Airport outside Vila, we had
noticed Artok Island off the coast to our
left. Known colloquially as ‘Hat Island’,
it is unmistakeable because of its wide
‘brim’ just above sea level, and, in the
middle, its steep-sided, flat-topped
crown. The burial site is small, only a
few metres from the beach, marked only
by a few low, irregular headstones, that
of the Chief being singled out by a pile
of large shells.

It was hard to imagine the grief-
stricken, ritual events that took place at
the burial. The men who lie in the upper
layer are believed to have drunk
themselves into a stupor — possibly
aided by one of the archipelago’s many
local poisons — and to have been
voluntarily buried alive, together with
some of their wives, who may have been
less than willing to meet their demise.

Somewhat subdued, we climbed back
into our boat and headed for a small
column of smoke back on the opposite

shore at the village of Mangaliliu, where
village women had been preparing our
delicious lunch. We had passed a couple
of fishermen earlier in tiny dugouts with
slender outriggers, and one had grinned at
us as he held up his morning’s catch.

Lunching on the local produce

Two kinds of fish were on the menu,
caught that morning, together with the
local version of dolmades (taro paste
wrapped in island cabbage), steamed
purple yams and a bowl of grated
pawpaw mixed with fresh coconut,
washed down with fresh lime juice.

Our spirits restored, we changed into
swimmers in a little toilet, donned our
snorkels and masks and for an hour or so
enjoyed exploring the varied colourful
corals and fish just off the beach. The
villagers have been re-establishing a
colony of huge clams, which had died out
locally for a reason I did not find out.
Fortunately, they were deep enough not to
threaten our toes! Some were dappled
brown and cream, but others glowed in
psychedelic shades of purple, blue or
emerald green.

To Lelepa Island, where Chief

Roi Mata died

The last site on our tour
was undoubtedly the most
striking. Chief Roi Mata
died in Fels Cave on
Lelepa Island opposite our
lunch spot. Ferried across
the harbour, we clambered
up a narrow path between
outcrops of uplifted coral to
reach breathtaking, vertical
outcrops of creamy rock.
Tens of metres high, and
horizontally banded, the

rock had been sculpted by the
elements into wave-like forms that
every few metres jutted out in
vertical, knobby buttresses.

Embedded in the rock face were
crumbs of black, sparkling cinder.
This outcrop consists of tuff, a
lithified form of volcanic ash. The
cave entrance is partly blocked by a
rock fall dating from a major
earthquake in 2002.
Entering, we found a huge cave with
a floor that sloped down to the back
of a vast, cathedral-like space.
Swiftlets darted in and out, and we

spotted a small colony of bats, but there
were no droppings on the floor, and the
air was sweet. It felt utterly different
from the limestone caves that we had
visited elsewhere.

Many past occupants and visitors
had left their marks, including one of
the first missionaries to the then New
Hebrides; an American general; and,

three thousand years before them
according to carbon dating, someone
who had stencilled a hand. There were
other marks; mysterious rows of
chiselled spots in pairs; half moons and
what Topie felt might have been a
representation of the sun; small outlines
of such creatures as a whale, a chicken,
a head with a stylised pointed headdress,
and a small outline of a person. From
this magnificent cave, according to
legend, the body of Chief Roi Mata was
taken to Mangaas and then to Artok
Island for burial.

Challenges in balancing

development, tourism and

conservation

As we sped across Havannah Harbour
back to our waiting minibus, we took
our last look at the extensive stretches of
steep, forested coasts. Tourism is a vital
part of Vanuatu’s economy, and a few
kilometres further up the coast from this

(continued on page 10)

The tapu burial site is just

behind this little beach

Successful fisherman

Cliff face at Fels Cave
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continue to protect the biosphere
associated with it.

For the site to continue to be
recognised as a World Heritage
site, any development will need to
be compatible with its cultural
values. It is intriguing to consider
the tapu declared 500 years ago as
a precursor to today’s international
heritage designation. And it is
good to realise that the biological
and geological environments have
benefited from the contemporary
initiative taken by the two local
communities, determined to
maintain the values and places that
had been precious to them for
centuries. For example, the tapu on
resettlement or use of Artok Island
after the Chief’s burial there has
protected species endemic to the
island, including rare lizard and
cycad species — for the past 500
years! And, through their
commentary throughout the tour,
the guides are sharing a world
view that is second nature to them,
but that gives pause for thought to

tourists from non-Pacific cultures.
However, the Government of

Vanuatu still has to devise, enact and
enforce the legal codes that could
facilitate such protection. The twin
pressures for development (to benefit
local landowners, although this is a
complex and contested issue) and tourist
dollars (contributing significantly to the
national budget) will pose a continual
challenge and opportunity. In the case of
the Chief Roi Mata Domain, Topie
emphasised that the community has a
strong desire to participate in preparing
the necessary legislation rather than
having it imposed upon them, i.e., in his
words, they want the procedure to be

World Heritage site we recognised a
couple of enterprises that we had visited
a few days earlier — a little waterside
bar, and a locally owned set of simple
overnight cabins. A few days after this
tour, we set off for a day’s sail in a
trimaran from a small, newly excavated
private harbour some kilometres north of
the World Heritage designated area. This
coast is ripe for the sort of exploitation
that will alter its pristine nature,
especially after featuring in the
American, French and Australian
versions of the ‘Survivor’ reality TV
series. World Heritage designation of this
site, primarily for its cultural
significance, has the potential to

driven from the bottom up, not from the
top down.

Income from the Chief Roi Mata tour
is managed by the two communities
involved — Lelepa and Mangaliliu. It
consists entirely of ticket takings. There
is no government subsidy. In addition to
the boat driver and the women who
provide lunch, it supports eight guides,
four from each of the two villages, two
men and two women from each. The tour
runs, when there are bookings, every day
except Sunday. Access to these heritage
sites is strictly controlled. For up to date
telephone numbers to arrange a tour,
contact the Vanuatu Tourism Office in
Port Vila. And hope for as calm and
sparkling a day on the water as we had!

Elizabeth Kenworthy Teather
Photographs by the author
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Namadgi Visitor Centre

11:30 am
A walk (10:00 am), a book launch (12:15 pm), picnic lunch, auction.

See notice page 22, or Burning Issues for last-minute details.

 

Entrance to Fels Cave



NPA BULLETIN − DECEMBER 2011 11

This 2.

A few place names remain, Cooma I

suppose, Numeralla, Bredbo? At

Bunyan there were ritual burials 8 000

years ago, people buried with their

jewellery. At Tidbinbilla there is

evidence of hunters camping in a rock

shelter 23 000 years ago, in the ice age.

Very early one winter morning I caught

the ski bus at the Jolimont Centre. It was

still dark and it was foggy and clammy,

and as the bus crossed the bridge I

closed my eyes and dozed off. Some

time later I opened my eyes and found

that day was dawning and the bus was

travelling through a magical landscape

of granite tors appearing and disappear-

ing in the fog. We were somewhere near

Berridale. The bus driver’s commentary

grated. ‘Oh!’ he said, ‘We call this the

Devil’s Marbles!’

I knew instinctively that this was a

sacred site. How could it not be? It was

a mystical, magical place, a glimpse of

something that must have been revered!

* * * * *

Driving fast through the land, along the
Cooma Road. The land bakes in the sun.
A few sheep in the shade, some isolated
homesteads. And I feel the great aching
loneliness. Something is missing!
Where are the stories of the lost tribes,
destroyed within a generation or so of
white settlement? Where are the
thousands of years of their history?
Where are their creation myths?

* * * * *

I had my head down, carrying a heavy
pack up the steep climb out of the Cotter
Valley towards Murrays Gap. Trying to
keep up with Graham S. and others.
Eyes fixed on the track, in fact almost
touching it. Suddenly I saw it — a stone
axehead embedded in the mud. Some-
one had been here before me on this
remote track, probably 200 years or
more before me. I picked up the
axehead, fondled it and looked at it for a
minute or two, then replaced it and
walked on!

* * * * *

From our valley camp we climbed up to
the Sentry Box, a prominent rock tower.
From there we walked along the ridge to
the rounded hilltop named Sentry Box
Hill, a kilometre or two. About halfway
along we passed a twisted gargoyle-
shaped rock, weathered out of a granite
tor. I felt instinctively that this sculpture
was the ancestral Bogong Moth. There
would have been a dreaming line
coming up from the coast, and the
Sentry Box would have been the end of
the line. There were initiation sites in
some prominent hills nearby. In fact
there is a ‘bora ring’, a circle of stones
on Sentry Box Hill and another on
Mount Namadgi, the other side of the
valley. Both are inspiring locations.

The last recorded celebration of the
Bogong Moth was in 1836 at Uriarra.
Since then it seems that our land has
been silent. Do we inhabit the Great
Australian Emptiness?

Gerry Jacobson

Secrets of the ‘Bidgee’
interesting native vegetation to get to the
canyon, but I recall one or two on my
walks who were in their 80s who did it
OK — and enjoyed their discovery of
this little secret paradise. And if, as you
near the canyon’s location, you hear a bit
of a roar — or even better a rumble —
prepare for some exciting white water
scenes, too. When the water is low you
can — gingerly and with great care —

A unique attraction of the National
Capital is its proximity to the Mur-
rumbidgee River. We are lucky too in
that we have chosen a very scenic stretch
of the river by which to locate our city. It
is full of a large variety of delightful
scenes and secrets — all within easy
reach of us walkers.

We all know Red Rocks which is
located about half way between Kambah
Pool and Pine Island. But who knows
about the “canyon” located about one
kilometre upstream from Red Rocks —
as the carp swims — and at the end of a
dog leg in the river about 500 metres
downstream from the Tuggeranong creek
confluence? You won’t find it on the
map, but I can get down there easily in
40 minutes from our front door in
Kambah.

It has no name per se, but on the
walks I’ve led to Red Rocks, I usually
advertise a scramble down to the canyon.
Here the river drops about 5 metres
though a narrow granite gorge; itself
about 10 metres deep. The water flow
has sculptured the most amazing pools
and holes in the rock throughout its
length. It is a bit of a scramble through

cross the river at either end of the can-
yon. It is well worth taking out an hour
to explore what is to be seen — by so
few, I believe. Do it late this autumn
when the snakes are planning their hiber-
nation — it is well worthwhile seeing yet
another hidden vista offered by the ‘ole
Bidgee’.

Steve Hill

Rocks near the Bidgee canyon. See also photo

on front cover.    Photos Steve Hill

Silent Land
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Book reviews

Gran couldn’t read the writing,
And it made no sense to me.
Could it be an insect code,
Written on the tree?

The author’s notes at the end of the
book explain in clear descriptions the
insects, spiders etc. and plants like the
sundews. She lists titles for further
reading, for those people who are
interested. The artist, Marjorie Crosby-
Fairall, has supplied the most beautiful
paintings of the creatures and the plant
life they live amongst and feed upon.

In all a most interesting and beautiful
book for infants and primary-school
children. But this adult liked it too.

Fiona MacDonald Brand

The book is available at the
Australian National Botanic
Gardens Bookshop.

Author Julia Cooke spoke at a Friends of
the Botanic Gardens Thursday talk about
this delightful book. The outline of the
book was written when the author was in
year 12 at high school, but years later she
rewrote it and found an illustrator and
publisher.

The rhyming descriptions tell of what
is seen on a bushwalk when you are five
years old. At a lower level, a small child
sees different creatures to a tall adult.

A quote:

And then upon a smooth-barked tree
I found the oddest mark.
Like a funny zigzag pencil line,
Scribbled on the bark.

The owner of the tag was gone-
Perhaps it’s very shy?
What sort of thing could make
    this mark?
And how and when and why?

My Little World

Julia Cooke, illustrated by
Marjorie Crosby-Fairall

Scholastic Australia, 24 pp

$27 rrp

the mission and places it in the broader
context of convergence globally.

“Contraction and convergence” is
about creating equal access to the earth’s
resources, specifically to the atmosphere
as a sink for greenhouse gases, and is an
idea developed by the Global Commons
Institute in the 1990s (see
www.gci.org.uk). To achieve
convergence, developed nations need to
reduce their carbon footprints. But using
fewer resources need not mean
compromising quality of life, and can
bring many benefits.

The partnership between TCW and
SCAD brings to mind collaborations in
our own region, including the
Alternative Technology Association’s
initiative to install solar panels in
villages in East Timor, and New Zealand
Forest and Bird’s 15-year collaboration
with Matantas and Sara villages in
Vanuatu to promote native forest
conservation.

Such collaborations, argues Pontin,
are keys to our future. This book is a
fascinating read.

David Teather

conditions are very favourable for wind
power. TCW has already built two
1.5 MW wind turbines in Tamil Nadu.
They have been turning since August
2008 and as of March 2011 have
generated over 15 million kWh of
electricity and avoided the emission of
more than 16 000 tonnes of CO2.

John Pontin explains that donations
from UK were used to purchase one
turbine, which was then used as
collateral for a loan to buy the second.
The steady stream of cash from the sale
of electricity maintains the turbines,
services the debt and, through SCAD,
supports social development for the
disadvantaged in Tamil Nadu. School
places and health services are provided.
Women’s self-help groups, sustainable
agriculture, and measures to mitigate and
adapt to climate change are supported.

The wind turbines in Tamil Nadu also
earn carbon credits, which are sold in
UK and help to fund TCW’s work with
UK community groups — parish
councils, transition groups, schools — to
help them understand their energy needs
and reduce their carbon footprints. More
details of TCW’s community-based work
in the UK are given at
www.thecommunityworld.org

John Pontin describes the
collaboration between TCW and SCAD
as a win-win situation, and while this
core story could be told in much less
than this book’s 214 pages, he also
weaves in a persuasive justification of

The Converging World

John Pontin

Piatkus Books, London

214 pp, paperback

A tonne of carbon dioxide emitted by
burning fossil fuels has the same effect
on the Earth’s atmosphere no matter
where the fuel is burnt. This simple
observation was the starting point for a
remarkable collaboration between a UK
environment group and an Indian social
change agency, described in this book.

The Converging World (TCW), a UK
charity based near Bristol, raised
financial donations from people there in
order to reduce global CO2 emissions. It
partnered with Social Change and
Development (SCAD), an NGO based in
the south Indian state of Tamil Nadu.

Demand for electricity is growing
rapidly in Tamil Nadu. Coal-fired
generation is the usual response, but
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Ridges above Nursery Creek:
bushwalk report
Walk: from the Nursery Creek walking

track along the ridge between
Nursery  and Rendezvous Creeks
with a return via Nursery Creek,
Sunday 15 May 2011.

Participants: Martin Chalk (leader),
Max Lawrence, Mike Smith,
Margaret Power, Greg Lawrence
and Dick Johnston.

Weather: clear, sunny and cool.

Leader’s report: conscious of the
likely effects of a wet summer, I
reconnoitred part of the route a few
weeks before the walk. The waist-
high vegetation I recalled from 2007
was now 2–3 m high and all foot-
pads were gone.

At the outset I broke the news to the
assembled crew that we would not be
walking to the ridge between the Creeks,
as I was uncertain of our ability to
readily scramble through the treed
boulders at the end of the climb from the
Rendezvous Creek saddle. My revised
trip would take us to the Nursery Creek
rock art site, then along Nursery Swamp
to the stone tool site and then exit the
swamp via the ridge to its east and back
to the cars along the Orroral Road. After
some disappointment all were happy
with (or resigned to) the new
arrangements.

A damp and cold trip

Finding the rock art site proved to be the
first challenge of the day. The old track
is now occasional at best and the 2–3 m
tall, frost-covered vegetation made for a
damp and cold trip. With a little
intervention from above (not the divine
sort) the boulder was found hiding
among the trees and shrubs.

After some exploration, the group
moved off to cross Nursery Creek and
located the track to Rendezvous Creek
from Nursery Swamp. The track is clear
and is the only sensible way to move
through this country now — Reg Alder’s
words echoed in my head about
exhausting day trips to the saddle in the
days before the track became
established.

Lunch at Nursery Swamp

A pleasant trip followed, along Nursery
Swamp. We stopped to look at a Moses-
like parting of the Nursery Swamp
sedges and reeds caused by kangaroos.

Battling the regrowth

From my trip in 2004 I knew that, atop
the ridge, there was a rock ledge that
would afford a grand view. As we
climbed to the top the thick regrowth
started to suggest our forthcoming toil.

The rock ledge did not disappoint but
the surrounding vegetation was
impenetrable without considerable
effort. At 3:30 pm we set off for the cars,
some 4 km away. Finding a suitable way
off the ledge was a problem — solved in
a cavalier way by my hat, which fell 3 m
to the ground below (I wasn’t about to
abandon it).

A race against nightfall

After a while, all had descended into the
tight space at the base of the ledge and
then we moved off through the sea of
regrowth, fallen timber and boulders set
into steep ground. The occasional
glimpse of a distant Fitz’s Hill and the
nearer Boboyan Road clearly indicated
that headway was slow. By 4:30 the sun
had set behind the ridge and the Orroral
Road was still a way off. A certain sense
of anxiety now gripped the travelling
party. Max was heard to remark that next
time he would bring a note from his
Mum to say that he didn’t have to come!

The plan was now quite simple —
get to the Orroral Road by dark. At
5:10 the white road markers appeared
through the gloom and the trees and we
arrived at the road a few metres up from
the Orroral picnic ground. The
20-minute walk along the road to the
cars gave opportunity to reflect on that
mad scramble down the ridge and the
merits of changing the plan to avoid
thick scrub.

A few weeks later, while en route to
the Gudgenby Valley, I stopped to look
at the ridge from the Boboyan Road. I
have now concluded that I have walked
that ridge for the last time.

Martin Chalk

Max attempted a crossing only to
rediscover the fate of the Egyptians — it
was a Sunday walk after all!

A leisurely lunch was taken at the
stone tool site in the locality where we
would have entered Nursery Swamp on
our original route. I mentioned that I had
located a stock-camp site not far up-
stream in 2004 and suggested we might
try to locate it again. Alas, the area was
easy to find but the blackberries had
reclaimed the bottle dump, so nothing
could be found.

All that remained now was a quick
climb up the ridge to the east and
descent to road!

Top. Max Lawrence trying out the kangaroo

track across Nursery Swamp.

Left. View across Nursery Swamp from

that ridge.

Photos by Martin Chalk
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Collecting and writing the history of huts

and High Country. Why?

Book review

Some time ago Graham Scully asked me
this question. I contemplated what
started it all in the 1970s and came up
with this reply. I hope it will be of
interest to readers.

A desire to create something
substantial and long lasting; an interest
in photography; wanting to feel the soul
of this country through my eyes, ears,
skin and boot soles; enjoying long ski
tours and bushwalks; discovering that

reassured by fence posts and huts in the
mist; enjoying being in front of an open
fire telling stories and leading a more
spartan life; collecting and sawing
firewood; meeting old timers like Bill
Hughes and Harry Burgess happy to
share their knowledge and photos; not
happy doing a boring Master of Science
at ANU; wishing to write to excite and
entertain; having a darkroom at Forestry,

much of the cultural history of the
mountains had not been recorded; a
reaction to those who wanted to deny
or ignore 200 years of white man
history; noting that some people
wanted to knock things down and that
broadcasting the life story of those
things might help save them; wishing
to experience and continue some of
my parents’ outdoor passions; being
scared of wild places and being

Hut in the Wild

Dianne Johnson

Hut in the Wild is a
carefully researched book
that covers most aspects of
hut mythology, history and
reasons for being. The
diverse chapter headings,
including huts as inscape,
metaphor, tent, keep,
caravan and cubby, say it
all. In 100 lucid and
sometimes quite poetic
pages, Dianne Johnson has explained
why human beings have been fascinated
by huts for thousands of years. They
were, after all, the first simple shelters
after people came out of caves and other
hollows.

For me personally it has helped me
make sense of why I became addicted
and wrote all those books and articles,
and why hundreds of people bought Huts
of the High Country and Huts in the
Victorian Alps. Huts are very deep in the
psyche of our society. And judging by
Dianne’s worldwide research, very deep
in all societies.

For Dianne, a hut is many things —
‘a resting place from being on the road, a
refuge from the weather, time out from
the hurly burly of life, a return to the
womb of our fantasies and a nest of our
well-being’. She thinks of it as being
fragile and earthy at the same time — a
place of solace and solitude, joy and
containment. ‘It inhabits our memories
and haunts our dream-sleep.’

Her enchanted hut is located in the
Tasmanian High Country, in a kind of
primeval ‘Garden of Eden’ where it is
remote and quiet. The first time she
experienced the magic of this archetype
was at Gustav Weindorfer’s Waldheim
Hut near Cradle Mountain. Her heart
almost stopped with recognition and to

houses and other structures. Ted Banfield
and his wife lived a beachcomber life on
an island of the Great Barrier Reef.

The author has also been kind to me
by quoting at length from Huts of the
High Country and Mountain Landscapes
and Historic Huts. Her description of
Cootapatamba Hut as having a roof that
lifted up is not quite correct. It applies
only to the chimney style access,
although when sleeping there in a
blizzard one gets the feeling that the roof
could come off any minute.

If there is a future edition, and the
topic certainly deserves it, I would like
to see more research on huts as caravans,
depression era shacks, hideaways for
illicit activities and as alternative hippy
retreats. Dianne goes into some detail
about a caravan journey to Victoria but
doesn’t mention caravans as fisherman’s
huts at the coast, temporary homes on a
farm, permanent gipsy homes or
modified into a studio. By contrast, her
chapter on huts as cubby is very
comprehensive. She herself seems to
have spent most of her childhood in one.

In the meantime, Hut in the Wild is a
significant and seminal work that should
be read by all relevant park managers,
members of hut associations and anyone
with an interest in the importance of
simple buildings to cultures around the
world. It explains why hundreds of
people devote so much energy and give
up so much time to maintain and restore
the huts in our High Country.

Retail price is $24.95 including
postage, available through Paypal from
www.tabletoppressbooks.com. Or by
posting a cheque/postal order to Tabletop
Press at 2 Lambell Close, Palmerston
ACT 2913. If all else fails, try Klaus on
02 6242 0995.

Klaus Hueneke

this day she keeps a photo of
it covered in snow.
For me such an experience
occurred at Four Mile Hut in
the 1970s. It had only
recently been rediscovered
and was almost the same as
Bob Hughes, the builder, had
left it on his last visit out
from Kiandra. Every time I
go there I am overcome by a
warm feeling of safety, a
desire to meditate,
admiration for the clever use

of recycled materials and simple
gratitude that it exists. Opening the
creaking door is like stepping into a
Hans Christian Andersen fairytale. In
the Victorian High Country I get a
similar feeling at huts like Westons
and Wallaces.

Dianne has trawled through and
quoted from a large array of books,
from serious treatises about the
German philosopher Martin
Heidegger to more playful works like
Snugglepot and Cuddlepie by our own
May Gibbs. Heidegger built a hut in
the Black Forest in Germany in which
to read, write and contemplate. May
Gibbs’s illustrations have her babies
living in a variety of stitched up
shelters made from gum leaves. I’d
read the book but missed that detail.

Other Australian artists and
authors who get a mention include Ian
Fairweather, Glenn Murcutt, Kylie
Tennant and Ted Banfield. Ian
Fairweather lived a reclusive life in a
patchwork hut on Bribie Island where
he painted abstract figures on
whatever was to hand. Kylie Tennant
wrote some of her novels at a now
restored hut in a north coast national
park. Glenn Murcutt is famous for
using corrugated iron (leaves of iron)
in innovative ways on various new

(continued next page)
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Pounds Creek: report on a snow
shoe walk

ANU and later at the Uni of Canberra in
which to develop and print; being part of
a general awakening of interest in local
Australian history including the 50th
anniversary of skiing from Kiandra to
Kosciuszko; getting a royalty advance
from ANU Press; enjoying seeing my
work and name in print; being well
received by a surprisingly large
community of High Country readers
who had similar feelings and ideas.

I didn’t know then that my work
would be so far reaching or play such a
significant role. I am very glad it did and

publishing and distribution business
Tabletop Press. Without books our
society would not have its ancestral past
or cultural signposts to pass on to future
generations. Without recorded history
many more huts would have been
allowed to collapse and die. Long live
the huts, both real and imagined.

Klaus Hueneke

that others like Pauline Downing, Olaf
Moon, Harry Hill, Matthew Higgins,
Alan Andrews, Geoff Ashley, David
Scott, Dean Turner, Graham Scully,
Gatis Gregors, Rhonda Boxall, Rick
Walkom, Ian Stapleton and many,
many others amplified,
complemented, extended and
multiplied this work. It has warmed
the fire in my soul and made it very
worthwhile.

I would also like to thank the
thousands of people who bought my
books and who supported my book

Walk: Pounds Creek, 31 July 2011

Participants: (4) Brian Slee (Leader),
Mike Bremers, Max Smith, Peter
Anderson-Smith

Weather: Cloudy, chilly, a few
showers, deteriorating to cold,
windy, thick fog.

Leader’s comments: Not much can be
said of the 6 km walk.

We left Guthega on firm snow under a
low but glowing sky that held promise.
A snow bridge over Farm Creek took us
to ‘skiers highway’ above the Snowy
River. Sleety showers diminished, there
were glimpses of blue sky and a
beautiful world. However, we crossed
Illawong Bridge into ground-level cloud.
We contoured north to a view of Pounds
Creek running into the Snowy. The sun
glowed briefly, but respectful words of
entreaty were insufficient for this vain
god, who departed. So we returned to
Guthega in cloud, visibility
20–40 metres. A youthful dozen on skis
passed us on the way for a week at
Twynam, including building igloos. We
sat down to lunch at 1 pm at the deserted
Guthega Ski Centre.

The trip down had  been interesting.
We had left Calwell shops at 6:10 am
and almost gained the company of a
Monaro Highway kangaroo, intent on
leaping in the rear door. A kilometre
before Michelago we and several other
cars were overtaken by Speedy
Gonzales: how we always wish there
was a policeman handy. Then suddenly a
figure leapt from the side of the road,
carrying a radar gun and waving a
yellow placard. We followed a flashing-
light pursuit to Michelago service station
where the miscreant had had second
thoughts and stopped.

Creek to excite and amaze. But you take
your chances in the High Country. It is
worth noting that the sealing of roads in
Guthega has created an additional
twenty parking places, easing the
congestion of recent years.

Brian Slee

On the return trip,
after a consoling cup of
coffee and a few pies at
Jindabyne, we became
tourists, visiting East
Jindabyne and spec-
tacular Kalkite. Past
Berridale we took
Gegedzerick Road to
heritage listed St Mary
the Virgin Anglican
Church and the
adjacent cemetery. An
1842 grave was found,
since confirmed as
earliest recorded.

Glowing sun on rain-impoverished
fields was in stark contrast to our
midday. The leader, having told
everyone Gegedzerick (original name
of Berridale) was a Polish explorer, is
contradicted by websites that say it is
Aboriginal!

We were back at Calwell just
before 6 pm. A disappointing day,
considering the potential of Pounds

Mike, Max and Peter in the morning mist.  Photos Brian Slee

St Mary the Virgin Anglican Church

and the cemetery in the afternoon sunshine.

Collecting and writing the history of huts and High Country … (continued)
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For a week in September,
the Gudgenby Manager’s
Cottage (sometimes called

the Gudgenby Ready-Cut) in
Namadgi National Park was home
to NPA members taking part in the
association’s Art at Gudgenby
Cottage for 2011. Participants had
many treasured experiences; some
people produced work on site,
while others took away memories
for future inspiration.

• Three dingo pups so well-fed that one
explorer stumbled upon them (almost
literally), fast asleep on a sunny rock
slab outside their den. Beside them was
a dead rabbit, no doubt provided by a
very busy mum.

• A stately Pacific Heron slowly stalked
its way along the waterway in front of
the cottage, eventually rewarded for its
patience with a good feed of too-slow
yabbie.

• Who knows what the Kestrels may spot
when they hover with such precision
over the grasslands. Only they know
what they see, and sometimes catch,
when they plummet down to the earth
below.

• People with patience were lucky
enough to see the Platypus at dusk in a
still pool of the Gudgenby River. It was
seen surfacing within a circle of ripples
between its dives searching for
whatever platypus feed on.

• The Wedge tailed eagles appeared from
time to time soaring high above their

valley, no doubt keeping an eye on
these itinerant interlopers on their
territory.

Many such small vignettes can be
observed while chatting over a cuppa on
the verandah, or while simply relaxing
there in the sunshine. A variety of birds
were watched from this comfortable
position.

With the expenditure of just a little
energy, the expansive valley itself will
present many more inspirational studies
of nature. Artists went off with their
sketch books and easels; photographers
stalked around, cameras at the ready;
some just explored the area gathering
memories for future reference (writing,
carving, weaving, stitching, a multitude
of arts and crafts).

September proved a good time for
our visit, with fine warm weather (except
for one afternoon when dark foreboding
clouds rolled in, producing scattered but
heavy raindrops which turned into
something between sleet and small
hailstones!). The days were a good
length for exploring the valley and its
surrounds, with time to settle. But there
is still plenty of evening for productivity
or for socializing. The stove in the
lounge room is wonderful and park staff
stocked a generous wood-pile for our
use. Thank you Matt!

Over the week, nine people stayed
for one or more nights. We also had
13 day visitors, plus the Gudgenby Bush
Regeneration Group, who called in one
Saturday afternoon after their hard day’s
work.

Adrienne Nicholson

NPA Art at Gudgenby Cottage 2011

[Haiku]
 

Dingo
Loping through the grass,
Spots the leaping kangaroo,
Loses the short, sharp chase.

 

Swallows
Welcome swallows fly.
Wheeling around the hut.
Providing much joy.

Barbara Slotemaker de Bruine

[Dylan Thomas Portraits]

Did you ever see a wedgetailed eagle?
Soaring, gliding, diving down.

Have you ever watched a platypus?
Elusive, silent monotreme.

Barbara Slotemaker de Bruine

Chris de Bruine

   [Syllable Poem]

Bird,

Heron

Big yabbie,

There's breakfast!

Tricky go ing down!

Rests in the sun.

Con tent ed.

Stands still.

Full.

Barbara Slotemaker

de Bruine

Chris de Bruine

Kevin McCue

Adrienne Nicholson
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NPA Art at Gudgenby Cottage 2011 (continued)

Art Week Participants

Dianne Thompson: photographer.
Fiona MacDonald Brand: writer, crochet,

yarn teller.
John Webster: artist and wanderer.
Klaus Hueneke: writer, explorer and

muser.
Barbara de Bruine: photographer, poet,

master sock mender.
Chris de Bruine: productive artist,

photographer.
Sonja Lenz: dedicated editor (NPA’s frog

and reptile field guide).
Kevin McCue: remorseless verbascum

destroyer, wildlife spotter, odd-jobber
and handyman.

Adrienne Nicholson: unsuccessful
blackberry cane weaver, fine-wire
untangler and retangler!

Visitors

Association members: Christine Goon-
rey, Babette Scougall, Judy Kelly,
Deidre Shaw, Allan Bills.

Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group
members: Michael Goonrey, Brian
Slee, Clive Hurlstone, Doug Brown,
Max Lawrence, Bernard Morvell,
Sonja Lenz, Kevin McCue. 

Parks service staff also called in. Two
new Namadgi Rangers, Ben O’Brian
and Mark Elford.
Brett McNamara and Tony Corrigan,
checking this area of the park, the
cottage and its environs.
Sandra Clifford from the Visitor
Centre checking the area with its
future use(s) in mind.
Matt and Rachael Mikulandra came
over from the ‘big house’ for dinner
one night. Just two days later the best
creation of the week arrived — baby
Emily, a bit early but just fine.
Congratulations all round.

Birds spotted
Richard’s pipit, Grey fantail, Mud-
lark, White-eared honeyeater, yellow-
faced honey eaters, Black shouldered
kite, Welcome swallows, Dusky wood
swallows, Pacific heron, Wood ducks,
Wedgetailed eagles, Spotted pardalo-
tes, Kestrel, Galahs, Magpies, Sul-
phur crested cockatoos, Australian
raven, Diamond firetails, Double-
barred finches, Flame robin, Latham
Snipe, Superb fairy wrens, Crimson
rosellas, Yellow-rumped thornbills,
Willy wagtails, Striated pardalote,
Crimson firetail, Grey goshawk, Little
eagle, Kookaburra. (29)

Barbara Slotemaker de Bruine

The homestead; work in progress by Chris de Bruine

Field sketch by Judy Kelly

Field sketch by Judy Kelly

Stone-grinding grooves, 

Bogong Creek



That was my dad’s (Charlie Hill’s)
favourite expression — including on
NPA bushwalks he led, I believe. He and
Reg Alder were right into that! Brian
Slee and I unintentionally had a crack at
that theme during one of our more
ambitious ‘private’ daywalks one
February day early in the ‘noughties’.
Because we hadn’t visited the wilderness
paradise of the Snowy Mountains for at
least two weeks, we just had to go
somewhere in the Snowies, and decided
to start from the Guthega Pondage car
park — we were happy that the gate was
open — to see if we could make the
Granite Peaks on the Rolling Grounds of
the Main Range for lunch.

A wildflower paradise

It was a magnificent day, sunny, wisps of
high cloud, a light breeze and not cold at
all. The climb up Guthega Spur was easy
that day and soon we were passing
Consett Stephen Pass, which takes you
the easy way to Mount Tate and Tate
West Ridge — both worthy venues for
Snowy Mountains’ pleasure. By this
time we realised we were lucky enough
to have timed our walk to be in a
wildflower paradise, as most types of

Did we misjudge the distance

home?

We looked back — there were the
Granite Peaks — quite a way back —
and wooowa! is that Mt Tate way back
there … ?!?  It was indeed — 11 km
south according to the map. Lunch was
quick, as a gentle meltdown on our part
developed as to how far we had to walk
to get back. As it happens the one peak
at a time theme did the trick
psychologically — helped by Mount
Tate looking a little larger as we passed
each little hill. Eventually we passed
Mount Tate and started the descent down
Guthega Spur. Rubbery knees are so
helpful in those circumstances, aren’t
they and we reached the car around
5:30 pm. We were so pleased we’d got
away with parking down there. We
decided we wouldn’t offer that walk for
the Outings Program … But the photos
from each hill remain as nice as they
looked that day some ten years ago.

Steve Hill

alpine flowers were in full bloom. So we
were walking through carpets of whites,
yellows, mauves, as well as mottled
mixes of those colours. This plus
stunning 360-degree views all the way,
on a day when you could see Mt Buffalo
to the south-west and the tops of the
Brogo wilderness to the distant east. Our
mood was exuberant!

To Dicky Cooper Bogong

We reached the Granite Peaks soon after
morning tea which, of course, included a
double-coated Tim Tam biscuit
supplement … Ahh! … Well let’s see
what it is like on the next little rocky
peak we said. And so we continued
through this carpet of colour, from one
‘peak’ or pile of rocks, to the next, just to
see what it was like, clicking our
cameras as we went. As lunchtime
neared we realised we were in striking
distance of a larger pile of rocks —
Dicky Cooper Bogong. I’d never been up
there and as it was so close — it would
be great to see what the views were like
from there — and we could have lunch
there too. It was an easy scramble to the
top and we settled into lunch.

‘Let’s see what it’s like from the next “Hill”’
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At the Living Green Festival held at
the Albert Hall on 16 October 2011
NPA ACT shared space just below
the stage with the Conservation
Council. NPA ACT books sold well
and we provided information about
the association to a steady stream of
interested people throughout the day.
Thankyou volunteers.

Photos Max Lawrence



Walk: South Tuggeranong, 19 June 2011

Participants: (8) Brian Slee (Leader),
Janet Thompson(’s birthday), Len
Haskew, Tim Walsh, Max
Lawrence, Kathy Saw, Allen Bills,
Rupert Barnett

Weather: Frost with wisp of fog at
first; sunny; breezy afternoon.

Leader’s comments: A walk
connecting Point Hut Pond,
Murrumbidgee River, Stranger
Pond, Mt Stranger and Tug-
geranong Hill Nature Reserve,
stitched together with suburban
streets; would it work? I think it
did, aided by the best weather in
six weeks.

After disentangling ourselves from
NPA members who were at the same
venue for a CBC walk, we departed
Lanyon Marketplace at 9:10 am,
following cycle paths through Gordon
to Point Hut Pond with its waterfowl
and reeds, swimming platform and
mini plantations. One can imagine the
creative delight of the landscape
architect who designed this suburban
gem.

Views of the Bullen and

Tidbinbilla ranges

After crossing Jim Pike Avenue we
found our way to the Murrumbidgee on
a disused section of Point Hut Road
and then followed the river on a foot-
pad to Pine Island South. Still flowing
after three dry months; ice floating on
side ponds. We lingered on a warm

and found a messy route across
Woodcock Drive, past Covenant College
and under Tharwa Drive to Conder. We
had not earned the caloric reward on
offer at Michels so we deviated into the
reserve behind Calwell and half-climbed
Tuggeranong Hill into lovely woodland.
Chilly, with a breeze springing up, but
the descent south on an old track was
beautiful, with great views.

We followed Richardson Circuit to
our starting point, arriving about
2:20 pm, and enjoyed the usual
indulgences. Rupert’s shorts received a
vote of approval.

A good winter walk which, if
repeated, should include more
Tuggeranong Hill.

Brian Slee

rocky cliff for tea and
panoramic views of the
Bullen and Tidbinbilla
ranges.

Before leaving the
river, Tim administered
first aid to a young cyclist
who was probably more
dazed by our flood of
good advice. A bush track
took us over a low ridge to
Stranger Pond: its almost
mirror surface was ruined
for photographers by the
leader’s puny attempt to
skim rocks. Denounced,
but reprieved.

Steep climb to Mt Stranger

We were behind Bonython, on the
Bicentenary Trail, but left it to climb
steeply to Mt Stranger; designated
‘mountain’, yet 195 metres lower than
Tuggeranong Hill. The peak is inhabited
by kangaroos, no domestic livestock
visible, yet is protected by barbed wire
limiting access for walkers. Infested with
thistles and last summer’s star performer,
fleabane. An ugly mobile phone tower
keeps a graffitied reservoir company.
Nevertheless, there are views in all
directions and we found nice rocks under
the trig for an early lunch. A bulky
kurrajong harbours an elaborate cubby
house.

Up Tuggeranong Hill

About 12:30 pm we descended into
Bonython via Mayfield Hill cul-de-sac
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South Tuggeranong: bushwalk report

The Reptiles and Frogs are back!
The NPA ACT’s new printing of Ross Bennett’s popular

field guide, Reptiles & Frogs of the Australian Capital
Territory, will be available at the association’s Christmas
Party on Sunday 11 December.

&  It will be launched at the party by

Shane Rattenbury, Speaker of
the ACT Legislative Assembly
and Greens spokesperson for the
environment.

Lunchtime (12:15 pm) at

Namadgi Visitor Centre.

Tim, Janet, Rupert, Kathy, Allan, Brian and Len on

Mt Stranger.     Photo Max Lawrence
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Gloria on the mountain

As we’re often reminded, by sharing
planet earth’s ultimate landscape — the
little blue ball spinning in space, we are
all linked. At a slightly more intimate
scale, this virtual joining of hands
stretches across not only our Australian
Alps, but it also ties together the passion
and work of researchers of mountain
landscapes across the globe — thanks in
part to the Global Observation Research
Initiative in Alpine Environments
(GLORIA).

GLORIA is an international program
which began 12 years ago in Austria and
now stretches over all of earth’s
continents (bar Antarctica). Guided by
the coordinators in Austria, participating
research teams from 41 regions head out
every 5–10 years to collect the type of
survey data that are priceless. Those 41
different sites are dotted around the
globe; the one in Kosciuszko National
Park representing the Australian Alps.
Regardless of where or who is collecting
the information, the strict protocols and
standardised methods produce
information on vegetation, soils and
climate — for local and worldwide
comparisons.

The last time the Australian survey
team collected data was in 2003. In
January, they returned thanks to funding
support from the NSW Parks and
Wildlife Service, and the Australian Alps
Program. As Associate Professor
Catherine Pickering (Griffith University)
explains, ‘GLORIA allows us to see how
climate and vegetation may be changing
and we’re already seeing the answer: yes
it is’.

While the data from the most recent
surveys are still being entered — no
small feat given there are 300,000
individual records for 95 plant species
alone — Catherine is happy to leak the
fact that 16 new plants species were
found across the five Australian summits
that were not there last time around — a
case of species moving up the mountain
in response to a warmer climate. ‘Of
course this isn’t unexpected given what
we know — that the average snow cover
at the highest snow course (Spencer’s
creek) in the Snowy Mountains has
declined by 30% overall and 40% in
spring cover over the last 50 years.’

News from the Alps No. 42

Fire and biodiversity under the

spotlight

The VNPA, in conjunction with the
Royal Society of Victoria, has planned a

programs, weed control and for
conservation in seed banks.

News from the Alps No. 42

Sawlogs secretly shipped to China

Thousands of tonnes of high-quality
sawlogs from Victoria’s bushfire
devastated forests are being secretly
shipped to China, against state
government policy, the Wilderness
Society revealed recently. The Victorian
Timber Industry Strategy states that, to
protect Australian jobs in the local
timber industry, all native forest sawlogs
must be processed in Australia.

The Wilderness Society’s Richard
Hughes wants the state government to
protect the environment and jobs by
ordering VicForests to stop supplying
logs for export. ‘There should also be an
immediate halt to the so-called bushfire
salvage logging operation’, he said.

Scientists say the salvage logging
threatens the survival of Leadbeater’s
Possum and is damaging forests as they
recover from the fires. Mr Hughes said
the fact that whole sawlogs are being
exported confirms the domestic market is
drying up. ‘We should be accelerating
the shift to a plantation-based industry,
not selling our precious forests overseas
so log dealers can make a quick buck’,
he said. The logs are being trucked from
the Central Highlands forests near
Healesville to Melbourne’s docks, and
then loaded for export.

Nature’s Voice (VNPA) No. 9
(July–August 2011)

Alpine grazing highlights bigger

issues

The ‘cattle in the high country’ saga rolls
frustratingly on, even though everyone
(except perhaps some cattlemen and a
few of their diehard supporters) knows
that grazing cattle in the Alpine National
Park is unsustainable. So what’s the
situation now?

When earlier this year, the federal
Environment Minister set about
assessing the Victorian government’s
‘scientific’ grazing trial, he was
presented with only an outline of last
summer’s trial. So his decision to
remove the cattle just related to last
summer’s bizarre episode — a scientific
experiment ‘designed’ by DSE, but
devoid of scientists. Since then, the
Victorian government has been trying to
redesign the grazing trial so as not to
affect any federally listed species or
communities, in an attempt to avoid
intervention by the Commonwealth.
Premier Ted Baillieu has promised to

Fire and Biodiversity Symposium for
October 2011. Bringing together some of
the state’s best-known biologists and fire
ecologists, it will aim to resolve three
questions:
• What do we know about fire and

biodiversity in Victoria?
• What research programs and

monitoring do we need to help refine
fire management?

• How should we design burn
prescriptions?

Presentations will be published as
Proceedings of the Royal Society, and
the findings will be published by the
VNPA. Since the terrible events of ‘black
Saturday’, fire in the landscape has
understandably been under
unprecedented scrutiny. But it is
important to build our knowledge and
expertise, not just respond with populist
solutions. At a recent fire conference
organised by the Nature Conservation
Council of NSW, there was little
enthusiasm for Victoria’s simplistic
annual 385,999 ha state-wide burn target.
Visit www.events.vnpa.org.au for more
information.

Nature’s Voice (VNPA) No. 9
(July–August 2011)

Flora funding

What are the likely future risks to the
flora of the Australian Alps? How will
climate change, directly or indirectly
affects its existence? Which plants or
plant communities will be adversely
affected, and which may find the going
not so tough?

Thanks to one of seven Terrestrial
Biodiversity grants, recently handed out
by the National Climate Change
Adaptation Research Facility, in a little
over 2 years we may have some answers,
or at least more questions. The research,
involving parks and university staff, will
make good use of the extensive existing
databases available to researchers on
climate change, fire, tourism impacts,
grazing (from both native and introduced
animals) and weeds.

The study’s results will provide park
management with recommendations for
prioritising adaptive strategies for fire,
grazing by feral animals, weeds, tourism
and reduced snow cover — strategies
designed to enhance the resilience of the
alpine ecosystems to climate change. As
a bonus, the study will also classify
native and weed species into high,
moderate and low risk/invasive
categories. In this way, key refugia for
native species can be identified and
species chosen for rehabilitation

PARKWATCH
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submit the redesigned trial to federal
Minister Burke for assessment before
any cattle will be reintroduced to the
park.

In the meantime, the VNPA has been
trying to find out what has or hasn’t
happened with last year’s trial.
According to DSE, the first year’s trial
was for ‘establishing and validating
methods and techniques for tracking
cattle and for establishing their use of
different vegetation types’ and for
'establishing methods and techniques for
measuring the effect of cattle on fuel
loads’. It was to involve manual GPS
tracking of cattle and sampling of
vegetation and cow pats for chemical
analyses. But where are the data?

A freedom of information request by
the VNPA has revealed that the
department had NO data by the end of
May, long after the cattle were removed.
Oddly, they now say they have some
results, but at the time of writing had not
released any. Meanwhile Minister Burke
has said he will introduce a regulation to
the Commonwealth’s EPBC Act,
allowing him to offer protection to
national parks as a whole, not just to the
places where threatened species live.
Under the state’s National Parks Act, the
Victorian government already has
responsibility for managing the health
and wellbeing of all ecological
communities in our parks. Yet its spokes-
people have repeatedly quoted sections
of that Act out of context to justify their
‘scientific’ reintroduction of grazing.

It’s high time our state government
took its responsibilities under the Act
seriously. It is time they sought credible
scientific advice on managing our great
system of parks and reserves, and then
equipped managers with the skill and
resources necessary to do the job.

Park Watch (VPNA), September 2011

A win for Conservation at

Arkaroola

It has been a long and drawn-out
process, but finally the state government
has bowed to public pressure and has
announced a ban on mining within
Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary in the
Northern Flinders Ranges. For those of
us who have been involved in this battle
it is a significant and uplifting win for an
incredibly unique and astonishingly
beautiful part of SA. Unfortunately, it
has become obvious that Marathon
Resources will not go quietly. While
their irresponsible actions have left a
long-term scar on the Arkaroola
landscape, they are now seeking
compensation from the government for a

earth. The region resounds with the roar
of machines. Animals and plants now
perish daily as a result.

The Barnett government has allowed
this clearing without the completion of
the federal government strategic
assessment process and the required
federal Environment Minister’s
approval. The local community has
undertaken a series of protests. Around
200 local protestors attempted to block
clearing machines entering. They were
either arrested or intimidated by over
100 police in riot gear. Over one-quarter
of the town’s population participated in a
protest at Cable Beach.

At the time of writing, Environment
Minister Tony Burke is yet to declare
that the area be covered by National
Heritage listing. I hope that by the time
you are reading this, the whole of the
James Price Point area has been covered
by the listing and clearing has ceased. If
it hasn’t, I ask you to express your
outrage. We must demand the wishes of
the community come before money for
an already rich few.

Dr Suzanne Jenkins in Habitat
Vol. 39, No. 5 (September 2011)

A coal mine for 50 years or
protected forever?
Every year in spring, the small seaside
community of Anglesea on Victoria’s
Great Ocean Road reveals a world most
of us rarely see. It’s a world filled with
magical names such as the Thick-lip
Spider Orchid, Common Everlasting and
Blue Fairy. Naturalists, orchid lovers,
families and friends spend spring
spellbound by the incredible beauty and
diversity of the flora species found on
the Anglesea heathlands, which are
home to more than a third of Victoria’s
known orchid species. Such species
richness make these heathlands a place
of both national and international
significance.

But despite being such an
ecologically rich area, aluminium giant
Alcoa wants to dig up and mine a further
300 ha of this fragile, heritage-listed
heathland. Alcoa has operated an open-
cut mine and a power station in the area
since 1968. It was first granted a 50-year
lease over the Anglesea heathlands in
1961. However, that decision was made
before the incredibly high botanical
significance of the region was
recognised, and it’s now time for the
Victorian government to protect the
heathlands by including them as part of
the Great Otway National Park.

Geelong Environment Council, with
support from VNPA, July 2011

Compiled by Hazel Rath

loss of income due to the ban. We will
continue to keep you updated on this
new development and its future outcome.

Xanthopus Vol. 29, Part 2 (2011)

‘Underfunding and neglect’ — is

this the NPWS park system we

love?

Kerryn Burgess has researched and
published a book about camping on
Australia’s east coast. After visiting
hundreds of campsites across three
states, she writes: ‘My impression of
NSW parks was of underfunding and
neglect — evident in poor landscaping,
erosion, old toilet blocks, weed
infestation and out-of-date signage’.

Ms Burgess praises online booking
for Queensland parks, while bemoaning
the ‘fragmented’ NSW booking system
and other obstacles placed in the way of
visitors: ‘If you want to book a site at the
very popular Royal NP near
Sydney…you’ll need to phone between
10:30 am and 1:20 pm on weekdays. No
exceptions’. The article goes on to note
that NSW is alone among the three states
to charge entry at many of its most
popular parks — $7 per vehicle per day,
plus any camping fees. She wonders if
the income generated is worth the
disgruntlement and discouragement of
potential visitors. Indeed.

Meanwhile, as part of its tourism
push, NSW NPWS (OEH) is chasing
private development that will damage
parks, are commercially risky, cater for
wealthy ‘comfort seekers’ and fail to
deliver significant visitor numbers.
Groups like the Colong Foundation,
NSW NPA and VNPA have long argued
that the priority should be on getting the
fundamentals right for the bulk of
ordinary visitors — well-managed basic
facilities, good information and easy
booking — especially if the NSW
government is serious about getting
many more people enjoying our parks.
The priorities are all wrong and based on
nothing more than feeding the
commercial development lobby.

Colong Bulletin No. 242
(September 2011)

Care for country

Over recent weeks what to me was
unimaginable has happened. Woodside
energy has sent in bulldozers to raze
vegetation and faunal habitat at James
Price Point (near Broome) as part of the
establishment of a gas-processing hub
for the offshore Browse Basin gas field.
Landscape that has been intact for
millennia and silent except for the
sounds of the wind and birds is now bare

PARKWATCH   (continued)



Introducing

Bernard Morvell,
new NPA committee

member,
NPA member, and
regular GBRG

volunteer

 

Sunday   11 December   11:30am !

Namadgi Visitor Centre

11:30 am. Bring your picnic
lunch (barbeque available).

Nibbles, drinks and
Christmas Cake 
provided.

This Bulletin was prepared by

Editor: Max Lawrence

Sub-editor: Ed Highley

Presentation: Adrienne Nicholson
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New members

of the association
The NPA ACT welcomes the
following new members:

Ian Guthridge and Sally

Higgison

Josh Fear

We look forward to seeing
everyone at NPA activities.

NPA notices

Cover photographs

Front cover

Main photo. Canyon on Murrumbidgee River, above Red Rocks

Gorge (page 11).

                     Photo Steve Hill

Insets. Left.  Approaching Artok Island, Vanuatu (article page 8).

 Photo Elizabeth Kenworthy Teather

Centre.  Snowy River flowing well, Byadbo area (article page 5).

           Photo Mike Bremers

Right.  Gudgenby bushies visited NPA's Art Week (see page 20).

      Photo Adrienne Nicholson

National Parks Association Calendar

Public holidays

General meetings

Committee meetings

NPA Christmas Party

GBRG Christmas Party

December

Sun 25 to

Tues 27

—

Tues 6

Sun 11 2

Sat 10

January

Sun 1, Mon 2,

Thur 26

February

—

March

Mon 12

—

—

Thur 16

Tues 7

Thur 15

Tues 6

Gudgengy Bush Regeneration 1 Sat 10 — Sat 11 Sat 10

 Further details:  1.   GBRG. Meet Namadgi Visitor Centre, 9:15am or Yankee Hat car park 10:00am

   2.   See notice below, check Burning Issues

Saturday 10 December

Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group

Christmas Party

at Gudgenby Cottage

after morning work party.

See Outings Program

&  Book Launch

A bonus for
the NPA
Christmas
party.

 

! 10:00 am. For a short walk
to the nearby site of Tennent

Homestead, meet at 
10:00 am at the

NNP Visitor
Centre.

The usual

fund-raising treasure

auction;  bring your no-

longer-needed bits and pieces.

An event that should not be missed.

Contact

a committee

member if you need

a lift out to the Visitor Centre.

&  12:15 pm

Looking

forward to a book

launch at the party? NPA

field guides and books would

make good Christmas

presents!

Check Burning Issues for late information.

Copies will

be available

for purchase

The launch of the

long-awaited

Reptiles & Frogs

of the Australian

Capital Territory

by Ross Bennett.
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National Parks Association of the ACT Incorporated

Inaugurated 1960

Aims and objectives of the Association

• Promotion of national parks and of measures for the protection of
fauna and flora, scenery, natural features and cultural heritage in the
Australian Capital Territory and elsewhere, and the reservation of
specific areas.

• Interest in the provision of appropriate outdoor recreation areas.

• Stimulation of interest in, and appreciation and enjoyment of, such
natural phenomena and cultural heritage by organised field outings,
meetings or any other means.

• Cooperation with organisations and persons having similar interests
and objectives.

• Promotion of, and education for, conservation, and the planning of
landuse to achieve conservation.

Office-bearers

President Rod Griffiths 6288 6988 (h)
blackdog@cyberone.com.au

Vice-President Vacant
Secretary Sonja Lenz 6251 1291 (h)

sonjalenz67@gmail.com
Treasurer Chris Emery 6249 7604 (h)

chris.emery@optusnet.com.au
Committee members

Sabine Friedrich 6249 7604 (h)
sabine.canberra@gmail.com

Christine Goonrey (Immediate Past President) 6231 8395 (h)
cgoonrey@grapevine.com.au

George Heinsohn 6278 6655 (h) 
george.heinsohn@gmail.com

Clive Hurlstone 6288 7592 (h)    0407 783 422 (mob)
cjhurls@bigpond.net.au

Judy Kelly 6253 1859 (h)
judy.kelly@tpg.com.au

Max Lawrence 6288 1370 (h)
mlawrence@netspeed.com.au

Kevin McCue 6251 1291 (h)
mccue.kevin@gmail.com

Bernard Morvell 0401 679 254 (mob)
bernard.morvell@daff.gov.au

Mike Smith 6286 2984 (h)
msmith@netspeed.com.au

Conveners

Outings Sub-committee Mike Smith 6286 2984 (h)
msmith@netspeed.com.au

Environment Sub-committee Rod Griffiths 6288 6988 (h)
blackdog@cyberone.com.au

Publications Sub-committee Sabine Friedrich 6249 7604 (h)
sabine.canberra@gmail.com

Bulletin Working Group Max Lawrence 6288 1370 (h)
mlawrence@netspeed.com.au

The NPA ACT office is in the Conservation Council building,

Childers Street, City. It is staffed by volunteers but not on a regular

basis. Callers may leave phone or email messages at any time and

they will be attended to. The post office mail box is cleared daily.

Phone: (02) 6229 3201 0412 071 382

Website: www.npaac t .o rg .au

Email: admin@npaac t .o rg .au

Address: GPO Box 544, Canberra  ACT  2601

Subscription rates (1 July to 30 June)

Household membership $44 Single members $38.50

Corporate membership $33 Bulletin only $33

Full-time student/Pensioner $22

All the above subscription categories reduce to $11 if a donation of

$100 or more is made.

Advertising

The Bulletin accepts advertisements and inserts. Contact the Editor

for information and rates.

The NPA ACT website is hosted by our

generous sponsor  BluePackets.

NPA Bulletin

Contributions of articles, letters, drawings and photographs are

always welcome. Items accepted for publication may also be

published on the NPA website. Items accepted for publication will be

subject to editing. Send all items to The Bulletin Team,

admin@npaact.org.au,  or the postal address above.

Deadline for the March 2012 issue:  31 January 2012.

Printed by Instant Colour Press, Belconnen, ACT.

ISSN 0727-8837

General Meeting
Third Thursday of the month,  (not December or January)

8:00pm,  Uniting Church hall,   56 Scrivener Street,  O'Connor

No general meeting in December or January

next General meeting February 2012

Thursday 16 February

The koala in south east NSW: an
overview of a koala survey program.

Chris Allen
NSW Environment Protection
Authority, Senior Threatened

Species Officer

Koalas have been declared a
vulnerable species in NSW. In the
south east of the state they occur
only in sparse and disjunct
populations.

Chris will talk about this
research and the discovery of Koala
‘chew trees’.



For information on NPA ACT activities, please visit our website

http://www.npaact.org.au

Books published by the National Parks Association of the ACT. Contact the association office or visit the website.

Namadgi – a National Park for

the National Capital

The following review, by Geoff
Mosley, of our Association’s
Namadgi book, appeared in the
July 2011 issue of the Colong
Foundation’s Colong Bulletin.

If you need any proof of the old saying
‘Canberra is a good place to get out of’
this is it. A glorious coffee table size
book with stunning photographs, it is the
product of an initiative aimed at
commemorating the [ACT] National
Parks Association’s 50th anniversary and
the important role it played in achieving
its foundation aim of having the national
park for the national capital established.
A simple text provides an introduction to
the main features of the Park’s physical
and cultural landscapes which in total
cover almost half of the Australian
Capital Territory. The book includes a
brief history of the Association’s efforts
to have the Park established and in
particular the sterling effort of CSIRO
scientist Dr Nancy Burbidge.

If you are a visitor to Canberra your
first tantalising glimpse of the Park is
likely to be of the peaks of the
Brindabella Range such as Mts Ginini
and Gingera which frame the westward
view. If they do not provide a sufficient
urge to explore, this book should do the
trick. It takes the reader into the realm of
giant granite landforms, snow gums and
Aboriginal stone arrangements as well as
some not so welcome features such as

water impoundments and a space station.
Of course, the best way to enjoy these
environments is on foot and no doubt the
National Parks Association would be
only too willing to supply details of
walking tracks and wilderness areas in
the Park. One track is the Australian Alps
Walking Track which commences at
Tharwa.

Being part of the proposed Australian
Alps and South East Forests World
Heritage Area, this book should reinforce

Namadgi’s claim for its inclusion. In the
meantime, it is something to regularly
savour and proudly show to your friends
and visitors.

Geoff Mosley is the author of
Battle for the Bush: the Blue
Mountains, the Australian Alps
and the Origins of the Wilderness
Movement (Colong Foundation /
Envirobook).

 

NATIONAL PARKS ASSOCIATION BOOKS MAKE BEAUT CHRISTMAS PRESENTS!


