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Briefing points for the 2007 Federal Election

The NPA ACT committee prepared  a list of  key environmental issues of concern to present to each ACT  Senator and to one Senate candidate before the federal election. Following meetings with Senate cadidate, Kerrie Tucker, and Senator Kate Lundy, we present their responses to you. At the time of sending this bulletin, we are still awaiting a response from Senator Gary Humphries.
NPA ACT considers the following points to be key issues in the 2007 election and would like a response from candidates to the following:
1.      Concern about the Tasmanian government’s lack of proper procedure in approving Gunns' pulp mill. Concern about the potential impact on Tasmania’s old growth forests and the Federal Government’s role in applying the EPBC Act. Also, concern about the independence of the Chief Government Scientist; and concern about subsidies promised to Gunns to make the operation economically viable as presented in Judith Adjani’s work.
2.       The federal government’s need to take positive pre-emptive action on climate change, including restoring and boosting funding for renewable energy research to universities and to CSIRO; and enabling them to present their research findings openly and independently.
3.      The need to ratify the Kyoto Treaty.
4.      Protective strategies should include ecologically sensitive fire management, conservation of catchments and full restoration of rangers previously employed under the Federal Community Development Employment Program (CDEP).
5.      The need for national legislation and action to end land clearing on private land and for assistance to farmers to leave marginal or highly degraded land which should be restored and used only in accordance with the area’s ecological limitations.
6.      The need to acknowledge the impact of population growth and pressure on Australia’s natural systems.
7.      We support the National Parks Australia Council's call for funding for the National Reserve System to be increased from less than $5million in 2004-05 to $50 million per annum for the next five years in order to protect Australia’s biodiversity by:
a.       Identifying and protecting climate refugia;
b.   Conserving large scale migration corridors;
c.       Maintaining viable populations to enable adaptation;
d.      Reducing threatened processes at the landscape scale;
e.       Conserving natural processes and connectivity at the landscape scale; and
f.        Enabling special interventions to avert extinctions.
Greens Senate candidate, Kerrie Tucker, 16 October 2007: 
· The Greens oppose the establishment of the Gunns' pulp mill in Tasmania. Kerrie Tucker will check aspects of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act as it relates to the pulp mill and will follow up the work of economist Judith Adjani regarding the mill's subsidisation;

· Kerrie will check the independence of the government scientist involved in assessing the pulp mill; 

· Kerrie agreed with points 2, 3, 4, and 7 which are in accordance with Greens' policies; 

· Kerrie queried the feasibility of national legislation to end land clearing on private land but agreed with the Bush Heritage and Victorian Bush Tender trial programs to conserve and restore endangered habitats;

· On the impact of population growth and pressure, Kerrie said that Australia's approach must be in a global context and that the Greens acknowledge the impact of population on the environment and the need to reduce consumption, but did not set a limit. The meeting agreed that Australia's refugee intake shouldn't be jeopardised and that Australia should increase overseas aid, including Family Planning programs and education. 

Labor Senator, Kate Lundy, 22 October 2007:
· Labor supports the Gunns' pulp mill subject to the 48 environmental conditions being implemented; Senator Lundy said the EPBC Act was the means by which the conditions could be enforced. NPA ACT emphasised that it was incumbent upon the federal government of the day to ensure that the EPBC Act be enforced; Senator Lundy will follow up the work of economist Judith Adjani regarding the mill's subsidisation; 

· Senator Lundy felt the government scientist's independence had to be taken at face value; 

· Labor supports renewable energy, e.g. $500 million for clean coal technology; $50 million for solar technology. NPA ACT emphasised the discrepancy in the allocation; 

· Senator Lundy agreed with points 3, 4 and 7. In point 4 she expressed Labor's support for the Federal Community Development Employment Program which was subsequently announced as part of Labor's election platform; 

· Senator Lundy acknowledged the problem of land clearing on private land despite state legislation to halt it; she expressed support for the Bush Heritage and Victorian Bush Tender trial approaches;

· On the impact of population growth and pressure, Labor supports growth, both of the economy and of the population. Senator Lundy agreed that in considering population impact, Australia's refugee intake shouldn't be jeopardised and that apprentice traineeships and funding of Institutes of Technology were important to train young school leavers to meet the shortfall in skilled trades people. 

Liberal Senator, Gary Humphries has not yet responded to our invitation to discuss our concerns.

Two more points have been subsequently added to our concerns:

· the sale of Commonwealth land for development (eg. Belconnen naval land); 

· lack of adequate staffing and funding for Australian National Botanic Gardens. 
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