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From the President

| am pleased to be back after a long break. As some of
you know, my husband Mark passed away in Canberra
in November after collapsing on a walk in Nepal. De
receiving exceptional hospital care in Nepal, he ne
regained consciousness. We were flown home by air
ambulance and had the consolation of Mark spending his
last days with family around him.

spite
ver

I would like to thank all of you who kept our usual
activities going over the summer, and specially tha nk
o e Treasurer Jenny
; ; Barnes and
s communications
| manager Allan Sharp
= for their
| administration in my
- absence.

- By the time you read

| this, | hope it will be a
. little cooler. It has
been a mixed summer
; for weather but,

4" fortunately, not too
many activities have
= had to be cancelled

. because of extreme
~ heat or storms.

% | have been reading a
~ Google report on

NPA Christmas party, Jerrabomberra Wetlands, 1 Decenber 2024

Members convened for a second year in a row at

the Dairy Road, Fyshwick, site (for background, see
NPA Bulletin  March 2024 ). Ranger Miriam Fokker
got proceedings underway, leading a well-attended
walk around the adjacent wetlands. Of particular
interest was the discovery of a young Long-necked
Turtle ( Chelodina longicollis ). While common in the
ACT, hatchlings are rarely seen because their soft,
rubbery shells make them easy prey.

catchup.

£ lw ! »
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® Some new and familiar faces were among those
who gathered to celebrate the Christmas season.
Allan Sharp made a brief speech but there were

¢ few formalities: just lots of friendly talk and
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searches on our website in January. The
most popular pages searched by computer
and phone are for our activities and

events. Our social media pages continue
to draw new followers, with over 7,600
now on Facebook alone. Posts about walks
and activities are always highly popular,
often attracting many thousands of
viewings. About 900 people viewed

the 31 December post on our

activities during the year b great

post by the social media team.

Sadly, the BulletinOs long-term copyeditor Ed Highley died in

January after a short illness. You will find tribut es to Ed and his
work in this issue, as well as all the usual news a nd features about
walks, work parties and conservation activities in the ACT and
elsewhere.

As previously reported in the Bulletin , we will be focussing on our
4-year program to raise community awareness about t he

importance of the ACTOs High Country bogs and fens. The project
is funded by the Australian Government Natural Heri tage Trust and
delivered by ACT Natural Resource Management.

In February, we had a stand at a World Wetlands Day event at
Jerrabomberra Wetlands, and bogs and fens expert Dr Ben Keaney
from the ANU addressed our monthly meeting. We are also talking
to ACT Parks about activities we can work on togeth er, including
supervised visits to, and work parties at, bogs and fens sites. We
have just published a new pamphlet on the importanc e of
protecting ACT bog and fens and have set up a new p age on our
website ( www.npaact.org.au/bogs-and-fens-project ) to keep you

updated on the campaign.
Rosemary Hollow

Brian Slee



From the Editor

This is my seventh go as
McCue for the inspiration: he editorialised on seve
2018. | will dedicate my input to the memory of Ed

Bulletin  editor but my first Oeditorial®. Thanks to Kevin
ral occasions between 2016 and
Highley, our recently departed

colleague, mildly acerbic Scots mate and team glue.

Reef Hill

Part of my summer has been spent

eradicating boxthorn at Reef Hill horse
paddock on the southern slopes of Curtin
(referenced in OCircumnavigating Curtin®,
Bulletin September 2024 ). Apart from being
an invasive weed, boxthornOs physical
presence deprives animals of shade. Yes, |
found a disused nest; however, small birds in
Curtin seem to prefer tall, bushy pyracanthas.

NPA

Kangaroos are numerous on Reef Hill, but
wary. Less so the horses. | was nervous when
a mob approached: | looked up to suddenly
find | was being scrutinised by a magnificent,
sandy coloured stallion. It was probably
expecting a treat, gave me a glare and
departed, but it made an impression.

In considering cover photos for the

of the 5 th anniversary of the Namadgi bushfire (see Martin Ch
Bulletin®s graphic designer,

using Al images. Sabine Friedrich, the

generated two examples on Adobe using the descripto

The results are both alluring and startling. Such ¢
tearing at eyeballs. Small publications like ours,

Bulletin | contemplated, in the context

which rely on genuine
photographs submitted by members,
could lose out. Already the online
Bulletin is no longer being opened by a
significant proportion of recipients.

Other images generated in the process
28 \vere woefully inadequate.
OBushwalkers near Townsend® produced
rolling green hills and coagulated
walkers. We might laugh but the
internet is being Oscraped® for content
and, as with the development of digital
cameras, advances will be rapid. A
great deal of education and awareness
will be necessary to counter the
negative effects of this technology.

Ed Highley

We first met in 2009 at Lake Conjola at the beginni ng of Neville
Esau®s South Coast pack walk. He subsequently came on two of
my Tantangara walks, most memorably with Margaret P ower to
Harveys Hut. He photographed a Ofleeing dinosaurO ( NPA Bulletin
June 2016 ), later submitted to Tim the Yowie ManOs Canberra
Times simulacra corner. As someone who had had little ti me for
the concept, | nevertheless hurried to gather EdOs photo (of a

fallen tree) for the purpose.

best. He was a
and straight
lyOGs succinct

But it was as our copyeditor that | got to know Ed

%+ man economical with everything, particularly words,
to the point. His emails were tagged with Herman Da
warning: The economy is a wholly owned subsidiary of the
environment.  Ed especially surprised me in 2021 when he

suggested publishing my NPA walk reports as an illu strated set. |

was flattered but talked him out of it. Ed would no t like it said
that we have been Oimpacted® (his least favourite w ord) by his
departure but he will be much missed among NPA edit ors. Thank

you Isobel Crawford for taking over EdOs role.

Jan Hutchison, who had
lowing:

| described the encounter to local school teacher,
written a haiku about Reef Hill. She shared the fol

Brindabellas shine
Rocky outcrops dot the field
Horses stop and graze.

Being ignorant of

literary etiquette and
besotted by

macropods, |

proposed the

following substitute

last line: © Kangaroos
hop, gaze O You cannot
have both with haiku,
take your pick!

alkOs article),

r OBushfire sunsetO.
reations are successfully

A=5,69#3%5=153-5%Q%RS'
NPA Bulletin ® Vol. 62, No. 1 B March 2025

Brian Slee



To the Editors

What do you think of the Bulletin?

Congratulations to the editor and each and
every one of the team that produces the
Bulletin ! This is a quality publication and sets
a high standard for volunteer organisation
communications.

NPA

John Evans

— S
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It is always a pleasure to receive the latest copy of the NPA
Bulletin . Even though | am now based in Western Australia,

| still love hearing about happenings in the NPA co mmunity.
I was glad to read about the success of the Namadgi

anniversary event in the December issue. | also gre atly
enjoyed DonOs recollections of encounters with Goan nab.
While | have as yet not got much to report on from WA,

| hope that in future issues | may be able to make
contributions regarding my research endeavours (or the
wildflowers to be encountered in this state).

My thanks go to the fantastic contributors whose wo nderful
stories adorn these pages, the editorial team who m ake this
publication possible, and the NPA committee for the ir efforts
in facilitating the activities reported in each Bulletin . I look
forward to dropping in for a monthly membersO meeti ng next

time | am in Canberra!

Hugh Coppell

<BH#(3" %G1 (5
1"#:99614U39(%"-%
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Obituary for Chris Slotemaker de Bruine

Thanks to those responsible for the tribute to my

husband Chris ( NPA Bulletin December 2024). This was
a surprise and | was delighted (and Chris would hav e
been too) that you included his painting of Welcome
Swallows outside Gudgenby Cottage, created on one o

our NPA Art Week experiences which we enjoyed very
much. Your Vale was a fine tribute to him and to hi S
creation of CanberraQs Floriade which has given muc h
pleasure to residents and tourists over many years.

i

You will be pleased to learn that | selected a seat , now
located in Commonwealth Park, to which a plaque, pr epared
by the ACT Government, will be attached in memory o f his

creation of the first three Floriades (198891990). An

adjacent seat is a memorial to Peter Sutton (1936D2 005),
ChrisOs horticulturalist during that time. They are located at
the end of the rhododendron walk with a view over N erang
Pool. It is a good spot to reflect and rest a while . Although
the seats are in place, at the time of writing the plague on
ChrisOs seat was yet to be attached. Enjoy. Many th anks.

Barbara Slotemaker de Bruine

NPA BulletinDVol. 62, No. 1 B March 2025
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In June 2024Martin Chalk led an NPA outing to the ignition point
in Orroral Valley of the disastrous 2020 Namadgi laize. His
thoughts regarding the fire appear towards the endf his walk
report (NPA Bulletin September 2024. Here he elaborates,
drawing on evidence given at the coronial enquiry.

As the final weeks of 2019 unfolded so did the real ity of the
2019D20 fire season. From Queensland to Victoria an don

Kangaroo Island, weeks of distress were occurring. In the ACT, an
early sign was smoke from the Tallaganda fires to t he east. The
smell compounded to an acrid, unbreathable atmosphe re.

The battle against fires on so many simultaneous fr onts
challenged the convention of fire crews providing ¢ ross-
jurisdictional support. This meant that responses w ere subject to
triage and some of the remote fires south-west of t he ACT were
left to burn. The Adaminaby Complex fire burned clo se to the
ACTOs south-west border throughout December 2019 an d January
2020 but presented no imminent threat while the win d prevailed
from the north-west. The Marys Hill fire (in NSW, w est of Corin

T93)3:%6# 7%C9785'15%&9((B%@,95,'(7*%+,'-'%./%! 9%

Fifth anniversary of the Namdg National Park fire ! an avoidable catastrophe

Dam) started on 11 January and was closest to the

ACT of all the fires west of the Territory. It was

declared out by 24 January thanks to the efforts of fire
crews and 60D70 mm of overnight rain (21922

January) on the fireground. 1

This signibcant victory was offset by ignition of
the Orroral bre on 27 January

The ABC reported on 16 January that Australian Army

engineers were assisting the fire-fighting effort, using
heavy plant to widen fire containment lines. The re port
added that Australian Army and New Zealand Air Forc e

helicopters were assisting with the Marys Hill fire

On 27 January an Army MRH90 Taipan helicopter

(callsign ANGEL 21), conducting reconnaissance in

Namadgi National Park for potential landing sites,

undertook an unplanned landing at the head of Orror al
Valley. The pilot had previously turned on the

helicopterOs searchlight to make his aircraft more

visible to other pilots. As the helicopter landed a crew
member called OCome up, come up. WeOve started a

fire. Turn the searchlight oft® 2 This single landing was

responsible for the more than 87,000 ha burned with in
Namadgi National Park and for property losses acros S
the eastern border in NSW.

The circumstances surrounding this landing created a

deal of public comment and a coronial inquiry was
commenced on 14 November 2022. 3 That someone in
the helicopter crew seemingly was aware of the
potential for the searchlight to cause a fire was t
The inquiry later learned that this fact was availa
maintenance documentation (for the safety of
maintenance personnel) but was not provided to pilo ts
via their flight manual. The omission was subsequen tly
rectified. However, all MRH90s were retired from

service following a fatal crash in 2023 so retentio n of
this knowledge may rely on corporate memory.

elling.
ble in

NPA Bulletin  Vol. 62, No. 1 ® March 2025



The conduct of a comprehensive risk
assessment, which brings together all
experts relevant to any situation, is one
way of negating reliance on corporate
memory. A joint meeting of pilots/crews,
air traffic control, the Emergency Services
Agency (ESA) and the Parks and
Conservation Service to table the issues
relevant to each party and to subsequently
Obrain storm® their interactions and
consequential effects is essential. It is
usual to conduct such exercises before the
commencement of joint operations, and
late attendees should have the salient
conclusions made available before they
commence operations.

It is clear from the information provided to
the coronial inquiry that ANGEL 21 did not
benefit from any such comprehensive
exchange. For example:

4 3 The inquiry was not supported by the ACT Chief Mini

¥ The reason for the unplanned landing was for a Ocom
clear why ANGEL 21 did not land at the tracking sta
the valley, which was a designated safe landing are
fire-fighting base at Tharwa.

¥ An Army witness testified that a risk assessment fo
break was not conducted because the aircraft needed
every three hours and the expectation was that such
be required. A more detailed risk assessment that i
landings for other than personal reasons would like
about designated safe landing areas and dangers att
other areas. 4

¥ The communication equipment aboard ANGEL 21 did not
5 |t was specific to aviation facilities and allowed
rovide advice of their

contact with ESA.
(urgent situation) call to air traffic control to p
airborne emergency. By this stage the crew were sol
safety of the aircraft and failed to pass on detail

the ground. Consequently, for 45 minutes, between f
verbal report at Canberra Airport, the information
unavailable for fire-fighting. Ground crews saw smo
source of the fire using other means 48 minutes pos

¥ The ESA Commissioner testified that Oit would be he
direct communications between aircraft and ESAQ.
have been reached before flying began if an exchang
conducted.

. In conclusion, 87,000+ ha of environmental and prop
" incurred for the want of a landing at a designated
100 seconds of flying time further down Orroral Val

With thanks to Michaela Popham for rese.

References:
1 Data from ACT ESA website OUpdate £ Marys Hill Fire
2 ABC report by Elizabeth Byrne on the coronial inqui

air®) nor the ESA Commissioner (OE fire was inevita
effectively irrelevant®). ABC report by Craig Allen

safe landing area located
ley.

fort break®. It is not
tion site, 6 km down
a, or at the ESA aerial

r a landing for a crew
to be re-fuelled
a break would not
ncluded emergency
ly elicit information
ached to landing in

provide for
a PAN

ely focused on the

s of the fire until back on

ire ignition and the
regarding the fire was
ke and located the
tignition. 6
Ipful if there were
7 This conclusion could
e of ideas had been

erty damage was

Martin
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Booklet review

L 6 Allenand Inman, op. cit.
7 ABC report by Patrick Bell on the coronial i

Walking CanberraOs Griffin Weston Forest Tralby Trevor Lipscombe

self-published, Canberra, 2024, RRP $14.95 [ISBN 9780646702209]

This booklet is similar in size and style to the nu merous
ACT walking guides published by the late Graeme Bar row,
indeed its title mimics his 2014 Walking Canberra
However, while Graeme
had an eclectic approach
to his material, making
observations about
whatever existed on a
particular route, Trevor
Lipscome has a heritage-
bent, and is intent on
educating walkers about
the heroic visions that
Walter and Marion Griffin
and Charles Weston had
for Canberra.

The OGriffin Weston title
ascribed to the route is
not official but a name
bestowed by the author
on a 30 km walk largely
of his own devising.

NPA Bulletin B Vol. 62, No. 1 © March 2025

' WALKING CANBERRA'S

| GRIFFIN WESTON |3
FOREST TRAIL

OForestO refers to the authorOs intention to keept  he walker
within forested areas to the extent possible. The r oute is
unmarked, and although funding of the booklet under the
ACT Heritage Grants Program is acknowledged, there

appears to be no plan to do so. If marked, the book letOs
numerous directions could be made redundant.

The route commences in the National Arboretum on Da iry
Farmers Hill (670 m) and winds its way in sections to the top
of Black Mountain (812 m, stage 1), Mount Ainslie ( 843 m,

stage 2), Mount Majura (890 m, stage 3) and finishe son
Mount Pleasant (663 m, stage 4). Stages 3 and 4 are a little
contrived, much of the story could be told in the f irst half as
a day walk (16 km, some steep climbs and a car shuf fle).

The author rightly cautions that, despite being thr ough the
middle of a city, any of the walks needs planning.
It will be interesting to see if walking groups tak e up the

route as a regular outing. If so, this booklet will be a

thoughtful companion with its dozen or so historic photos
and maps. For additional material, see Tim the Yowi e ManOs
column ( Canberra Times , 22 November 2024) and
associated website. _
Brian Slee



i\'/-arlie Rdger Green, 30 December 1955 D 4 December 202

A memoir by Kevin Frawley, former NPA president,
| particularly regarding RogerOs involvement with NPA

“ | first met Roger at the Conservation Council of th e

| South-East Region and Canberra which worked through

| the ACT Environment Centre (very close to the then
NPA Office in Kingsley Street). As stated in the

‘ frontispiece to his book Battle for the Franklin

| 1981), Roger presented the Australian Conservation

FoundationOs case for preserving South West Tasmani

to politicians and bureaucrats in Canberra in 1982b

the early 1980s he was writing about politics in

Canberra forthe  Canberra Times.

(Fontana,

a
3.In

Roger exemplified the new OprofessionalO face of th e
conservation movement: educated, articulate, well
informed advocates taking issues directly to politi

In this period there were some very significant mat
being contested, with outcomes that have grown in
value: the future of the remaining Australian east
rainforests and the proposed Franklin Dam in Tasman
Not unrelated, direct lobbying finally saw the
establishment of the long-campaigned-for Namadgi
National Park in 1984 with the active support of To
Uren (Commonwealth Minister for Territories and Loc
Government).

cians.
ters

coast

al

My most distinctive memory of Roger was his advice
regarding a project that had run into potential tro

In 1985, NPA obtained a grant from the Commonwealth
Department of Arts, Heritage and Environment to
Ocollate existing information on the social, econom
environmental impacts of the Eden woodchip industry
Debbie Quarmby, formerly Director of the Canberra a
South-East Region Environment Centre, and familiar
with forest management in south-east NSW, was
engaged as project officer. Her report Eden
Woodchipping: A Review  was presented to NPA in 1986.

uble.

ic angl
0.
nd

Harris-Daishowa then wrote to NPA criticising the
report, especially in relation to a suggestion of '
pricing®. Concerned about possible legal action, |
discussed the matter with Roger who suggested a
response. His advice was followed and nothing more

transfer

bered his

was heard from Harris-Daishowa. | have always remem
advice b and his
calmness in the face
of my panic!

The other important
contribution by Roger
to NPA was to the
production of the
Bulletin by his
business Green Words
(later Green Words
and Images) from
1989D2002. By the
late 1980s, Bulletin
editing and production
had become
increasingly
challenging for volunteers. With financial support
Government, Green Words took over production from M
Roger invited members to Ojoin the publishing revol
publishing using a Macintosh computer) by becoming
production and learning how it worked.

NPA

from the new ACT
arch 1989.
ution® (i.e., desk top
part of Bulletin

Roger was more than editor. As well as material fro
Words sourced outside information and Parkwatch was
Though still black and white, Green Words produced
professional looking publication with headings such
The Territory, Footsteps, Trips plus specific month

m members, Green
initiated.
amore
as Walks, Reports,
ly talks and topical

issues. Green WordsO involvement continued until 20 02 when the
Bulletin Working Group took over. Green Words had p layed an
important role in establishing the foundations for the current  Bulletin .
Tragically, in the early 2000s Roger became rapidly and very seriously

ill with Cryptococcal meningitis from Cryptococcus gattii  , a fungus

associated with trees. In Australia it grows on som e Ored gumO species
like Eucalyptus blakelyi, common in the ACT and surrounds. A further
debilitating episode followed and Roger spent many years in a nursing
home. The disease is most likely to affect the immu nocompromised
(including Indigenous people). Roger was very unluc ky. It was a cruel
irony for someone who had worked passionately for p reservation and
the protection of the natural environment.

Roger is survived by wife, Monika Binder, and sons Ned and Will Green.

iErd'itor, \)olunteer and'spelling bee OgeniusO

Vale Ed Highley, 30 May 1942 B 16 January 2025

| Friends and colleagues of Ed Highley, who died afte
“‘ short iliness, frequently refer to his determinatio

Ed set his mind to something he pursued it quietly
methodically until satisfied with the outcome.

Born in Scotland, after arriving in Australia in 19
completed a degree in zoology in the 1960s at the A
He then embarked on his life-long career as a scien
editor, working for many years with CSIRO in Canber
and, at various times, for publishers in Australia
United Kingdom, before setting up his own editing
business.

He took on the job as copyeditor of the NPA Bulletin in
2008 under the editorship of Max Lawrence, and
continued in the role until last December. Very lit
escaped his sharp eye and he was the enemy of
imprecision.

In 2020, to mark NPAOs 60th anniversary, he initiat
the highly successful competition for young
environmental photographers, and he executed the ta
with his usual determination and thoroughness.

Ed was a passionate conservationist and until recen t
| years was a regular participant in work parties and NPA

ra
n. Once
and

55 Ed
NU.
ce
ra
and the

tle

ed

sk

and inter-club Wednesday walks.
He loved travel and had only
recently returned from a long-
planned motoring trip to Central
Australia when he received news
of his final illness.

Although a man of few words,
his wide interests and

H:%8&9K, (

knowledge, and mordant sense of humour, made him ex cellent
company: work party companions commented that he wa s a Ogood
person to converse with during a lunch breakO. He w as a regular

contributor to the letters page of the Canberra Times , often delivering
pithy commentary on any topic that caught his inter est.

EdOs other great love was growing organic vegetable s. He was editor of
the Canberra Organic Growers Society quarterly maga zine Canberra
Organic , producing six highly regarded issues, the final o ne just weeks
before his death.

Ed will be remembered for his generosity, friendshi
help others. He eschewed fuss and the limelight: on
was that his epitaph be simply Editor, volunteer, s

is survived by his wife Kerry, son Sam and daughter
two grandchildren, Owen and Emma.

p and readiness to
e of his last requests
pelling bee OgeniusO. Ed
-in-law Kylie, and

Allan Sharp

8
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Alison Mungoven, Project Manager, Parks and Conservation
Service, details progress on a new Tidbinbilla waikg trail.

Construction has begun on a new trail at Tidbinbill a Nature
Reserve, known as the Skyline Trail until a formal name is adopted.
On 4 February supplies were delivered by helicopter to enable
contractors to work efficiently over the coming mon ths. Much hard
work lies ahead, but we are pleased to be giving wa lkers formal
access to the unbelievable views from the range. It is hoped the
new trail, with its connections, will come to be kn own as the ACTOs
most spectacular day walk. With some brutally steep sections and
long distance options, it will also be one of Canbe rraOs most

challenging walks.

Background
The ACT Government was granted funds from the Commo nwealthOs
Disaster Ready Fund to establish approximately 14 k m of Odual-

purpose walking track/fire access line® across the
The track is primarily intended to provide access f

Tidbinbilla Range.
or fire prevention

and response, but will also enhance a spectacular w alk.

The main trail will be about 9 km along the ridgeli ne connecting
Fishing Gap to Johns Peak. The 1 km footpad out to The Pimple in
Namadgi National Park will also be formalised, as w ill two of the
spur trails that connect down to Tidbinbilla Valley . The new trail will
form a network, and walkers can combine different s ections and
choose their own adventure. The longest walk will b e a 23 km Ofull

traverseQ across the range (including the side trip to The Pimple),

&3(94'8-3#%:38'59V1K%7"-34
+#'?9:3:%./%+(
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facilitated by a car shuffle between Mountain Creek and
Fishing Gap car parks. The shortest will be 9 km up one
spur to Tidbinbilla Mountain and back down the othe rto
Mountain Creek.
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These areas have been used by bushwalkers for

decades and distinct footpads already exist across much
of the route. Nevertheless, it was clear to Tidbinb illa
staff that formalising a trail would not only be go od for
fire access but would also allow two other problems to

be addressed:

1. Search and rescue. The number of searches and
rescues along this range has been increasing,
particularly after COVID. More and more walkers
setting out on these trails have been insufficientl y
experienced. A formalised track, with the addition
of emergency markers, would hopefully reduce
this search and rescue effort. In saying this, the
new walk will not be easy, and should not be
lightly undertaken. It will still be Grade 5, i.e.,
walkers should have self-navigation skills.

2. Unregulated impacts. Despite good intentions, the
increased use of informal trails by bushwalkers
was having unacceptable impacts on the reserve.
Ecological and cultural surveys identified areas
where values were being damaged. Necessary
route adjustments have been made to prevent
future damage.



Highlights

The opening, planned for
October, will coincide with the
yearOs best conditions.
Highlights will include the
feeling of achievement in
reaching the top of one of the
30 per cent gradient spur
trails, the view from
Tidbinbilla Mountain, and
meadows of paper daisies in
full flower. However, my
favourite moment has to be
standing on The Pimple
amongst the Tingiringi Gums,
taking in the 360 degree
view of the Brindabellas
around to Tidbinbilla Range
and beyond. This will be a
cracker of awalk and |
encourage everyone to get
involved, come October.

In the meantime walkers
should be aware that

)

! : : | { ‘. : -
' 235%&%%#':3*%#'?

s may be incomplete and high levels of

construction is underway. Signage and trail marking
navigate the range.

outdoor experience will continue to be required to
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ACT cardinal walks

The cardinal points of the compass

four points on the ACTOs border.

East b 5 February 2023

Getting to the most easterly point involves a
short walk. On a sunny morning, our group

of 18 left the car park at the top of the hill

where the Kings Highway descends to the
Bungendore plain, entering Brooks Hill

reserve where we
soon left the trail to
follow the fence line
£ on our right. A few
 minutes through

il light scrub and the
fence made a right
angle turn and we
had arrived. Turning
around, on the living
B ce in front of us

. A(:zs% 087909 /0}%5 3 #1.»"/3- were the carved
SO =(T"%E 1:6'#: |

North ® 5 March 2023

The ACTOs Centenary Trail provides access to its mo
Starting from Hall a group of 13 enjoyed the marvel

the trail as it sidles along the slope of One Tree

undulating route to the northern border. There are
grassland and woodland, with rural NSW to the left
Canberra suburbia on the right. It is a popular rou

is the underwhelming destination. The most northerl

. ot~ g ‘
/03Y13%<#33_‘)/li&9((*

Our trip to the West found us in the Brindabellas.

Mount Aggie, our group of 18 went off-track up the
to the top of Mount Franklin, finding several borde
P m along the way. The Mount Franklin
¥ trail led us past the Visitors Shelter
and, crossing the road, we entered
the bush on the other side. Itis
only 400 m from there to the most
westerly border marker, following
an obvious rise, but when | turned
around after 5 minutes | found |
had lost most of the party! A
couple of cooees brought us back

=23 H 7S UT HIU
%ot 206, 1%A#9"19%6C(33
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Bnorth, south, east,
west D provided the basis for a series of popular day wal ks
run by NPA in 2023 and 2024, aiming to reach each o

arrow and OCAOD that

Hill and then follows an

The border took five years to survey, starting in 1 910, and
involved three lead surveyors, Percy Sheaffe, Harry Mouat
and Freddie Johnston. It was 306 km long and traver sed
fthe  some of the ACTOs most rugged country. Fortunately, all
destinations for these walks are relatively easy to access.

marked the blazed trees of
the surveyors. This one
had been made over 110
years ago!

Back on the trail we wound
our way down through the
reserve to the Carlton
Road rest area. The
reserve does not receive as
many visitors as it
deserves. The woodlands
are in good condition and
we were treated with
flowers and butterflies
galore. From the rest area,
it was a quick walk up the
hill on the remnants of old
Kings Highway. All over
before lunch.

st northerly point.
lous views offered by

alternating patches of
and glimpses of
te. The only downside
y point is dominated
by ahuge pine
3 tree, and
P across the
¢ fence, the
backyard of a
rural property.
Returning the
same way, we
had lunch in a
lovely wooded
grove atop a
rise and a side
trip to the top
of One Tree
Hill.

U'#-,%68%Y 13%<#33
+17%.19%A#9"1%C

Ny n
JLd v
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Parking near
old fire trail
r markers
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together to enjoy the rocky border
marker. It was still early, so we

continued following the border south
over low hills, stopping for lunch at the
base of Mount Ginini. Following a fern
and scree covered ascent, we enjoyed a
gentle walk back to Mount Franklin Road.

South B 21 September 2024

Finally, after a cancellation, a group of 10 follow ed the fire trails

along the southern border and searched unsuccessful ly for the
non-existent blazed tree at the southern-most point (minor
leader error). Easily the hardest of the walks, des pite being on
fire trails, it covered 22 km with 850 m of ascent. We had a
wonderful return walk via Long Flat fire trial, pas sing the
incongruous Sam Aboud®s dunny with its expansive ou tlook at

Edward BrayshawOs hut site. The climb from Grassy
Creek to Burnt High was a killer in the afternoon b ut
then it was mainly downhill from there.

Thanks for the wonderful camaraderie of all partici

pants

and a special well done to Mardi McNeil who complet ed

all the walks.

46(=14 091%3,33%]3(:*%+,‘-'%/%A#Q"l%p(:{?\:

Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group:

Christmas at Gudgenby Homestead

With the usual venue at Gudgenby Cottage unavailabl
to conduct its pre-Christmas lunch just across the

e, the group was invited
Gudgenby River pedestrian

bridge at Gudgenby Homestead on 14 December. We had become so
accustomed to the cottage that we were discombobula ted at first, shuffling
around, making ourselves comfortable in whatis a s olid,

spacious building. Like all good parties, we ended up crowded

into the kitchen! The usual self-catered spread was rather

quietly woofed down before we relaxed outside on th e grass.

The lunch was, as is customary, preceded by a morni ng work

party. Most of the group toiled up the valley from the

homestead, cutting and dabbing invasive Hawthorns a nd

Oregon Grape. One of the group tackled newly sprout ing Briars

north of the homestead.

The groupOs persistent efforts near the homestead a re showing
results: it is now possible to amble up the river s lopes through

healthy, weed-free country. Sadly, the further one goes,

infestations of Rose Campion, a garden escapee, bec ome

12

Rod Griffiths, walks leader

obvious. They have developed carpet-like
spreads, excluding all other plants, and
penetrating rocky locations. It is beyond
our resources to control and park staff are
pursuing broad-scale treatment.

On page 28, readers will find a work party
summary of the GBRGOs activities over the
past 12 months. It included a productive
winter program of tidying up work, such

as collecting old plant guards and
dismantling redundant exclosures dating
from the early days of the regeneration
project. Also a spring outing to control
Robinia regeneration at Frank and Jacks
(see NPA Bulletin December 2024 ). The
number of volunteers has dwindled. It is
hoped new recruits, including recent
retirees, will come and enjoy good
company in beautiful Gudgenby Valley,
among the kangaroos.

Our work party summary will become a
regular feature of the NPA Bulletin .

Doug Brown, President of the GBRG
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Off to the Opera House on hands and knees b 1969

The remarkable reappearance of Hadi Nazari on 8 Jarary 2025, 13
days after being lost on Hannels Spur in the High Guntry, appears
to have involved a visit to the remote Opera HouseHut at the base
of Lady Northcote Canyon. HereKlaus Hueneke High Country
author, recalls his own encounter with the hut.

that could turn
ator Joern
ch because on a
its namesake.
sister Vera,
wet and rugged

No, not Sydney Opera House with giant white shells
into wings and fly away to Denmark, where their cre
Utzon had lived. This one is a tiny hut named as su
sguare metre basis it was more costly to build than
Or so it is said. | cannot recall what inspired my
brother Wally and | to try and find it in the dark,
Geehi Valley, 1,200 m below Mount Twynam and Mount

Carruthers, surrounded by precipitous slopes and on ly one track in.

A track for exclusive use by Snowy personnel in fou r wheel drive
Land Rovers. It was an audacious call for Wally 16, Vera 22 and
me 25, quite fit, but with only one decent walk acr oss the high
tops under my belt. Our parents were concerned but we had spent
many years absorbing their knowledge and common sen se whilst
skiing, camping, canoeing and swimming.

Only two years before | had kitted myself out with a chunky H
frame pack, sleeping bag, oilskin parka, hobnail bo ots and Japara
tent from Paddy Pallins in Sydney. Vera used mum an d dadOs
German made A frame pack and Wally had a canvas day pack.
They had nylon parkas and gathered cold weather clo thes from
other members of the family. Nothing fancy like the gear of today.

I do not think we took a tent, relying instead on h uts B lllawong,
Albina and Opera House. For maps, there was only on e, Natmap
1:100,000 Kosciusko.

I had been to lllawong Hut, 3 km upstream of Gutheg aon a ski
tour. So that became our first night. Still open to the public in
those days, it was stocked with basics, had bunks w ith mattresses,
a toilet, shower and kitchen, and running water, ho t and cold.
Pretty comfy and insulated, not like draughty huts built by
stockmen. We had to cross the Main Range somewhere so we
aimed for a low pass which would bring us out near the SMA
Verandah Camp huts on the access track between Geeh i Dam and
Watsons Crags. We were probably on Anderson West Sp ur; Friars
Alp is in there somewhere but | do not think we wen t over it. Nor
did we hit any major creeks.

The area had burnt a few years earlier so we had to thrust our
bodies and inflexible packs through dense regenerat ing saplings.
Sometimes we walked out on these until they plopped us down
again. Uphill would have needed a chainsaw. Wally r emembers
being Ohammered by jumping ants and leechesO. We ha d numerous

tOs not far nowO.
ers, | was super

rests and cajoled each other with the old saying, O
As the oldest, and with responsibility on my should
relieved when we hit the track.

under Watsons
e end was just

That was a stroll in the park but Siren Song Tunnel
Crags had us flummoxed, floundering and in fear. Th
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a distant dark hole and the knee-deep water frosty.
Although obviously used by Land Rovers, we did not

know how long it would take or whether we had the
stomach for it, so we opted for the lightly used go at
track around the Crags. That added another 6 km.

Spying the hut near Lady Northcotes Creek brought

out deep sighs and a few expletives. It had been a

very big day for three little Huenekes. No one was

there so we lit the fire, cooked a meal and slept | ike
the dead on real mattresses.

Now we were in a deep recess of the Main Range

with seemingly perpendicular slopes reaching God

knows where. Which way out? Up one of the creeks,

Crags, Strzelecki, Lady Northcotes? or steep slopes ,
Watsons Crags, The Sentinel, Carruthers, maybe
Townsend? All two steps forward and one back kind

of stuff. Our aim was Albina Hut on Lake Albina so we
opted for the more stretched out contours of Mount
Townsend ridge. Trouble was we had a 300 m climb

to get there. The contours were almost on top of

each other. | recall being on hands and knees,

avoiding stinging nettles and making sure any loose

rocks did not crash onto the person below. In Huts of
the High Country (1982) | said that it is Oa vine and
scrub bash on loose teetering rock for monkeys only o]
and that those who venture there should wear

Oleather gloves, codpieces and steel plated knee

padsO.

The monkeys survived and at about 1,700 m trees

slowly disappeared to be replaced by alpine meadows
dotted with pyramids of granite slabs. It was anoth er
fine day and in no time we spied light bouncing off

Lake Albina. | do not think we had a courageous ful |
body dip but probably took our boots off and had a

splash. The hut was in good shape, still set up for

skiing the dramatic western faces, and had lots of

food in the larder. A tin of sliced cling peaches

disappeared in minutes.

Day four was spent sleeping in, taking in the super b
view of upper Northcote Canyon, climbing up to the

Lakes Walking Track and heading back to Guthega

via Carruthers, Blue Lake, Hedley Tarn and the

suspension bridge across the Snowy. Well done and
thanks for coming Wally and Vera. Unfortunately it

was the only major walk the three of us did on the

high tops. Wally went back to Orange High School,

Vera to teaching and | to Macquarie University. Aft er
that we dispersed to different parts of Australia t o]
continue other outdoor activities like kayaking, sk iing
and surfing.



Book review
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Townsend of the Rangedy Peter Crowley

National Librarv of Australia. Canberra. 2024. RRP $36.99 [ISBN: 9781922507693]1

Considering the number of mountains named after peo ple who
had never been anywhere near them, when | heard of this book
I thought that AustraliaOs second highest peak must at least have
been climbed by surveyor Thomas Scott Townsend (181 2869).
But the author offers no assurance. In 1847, Townse nd climbed
Mount Kosciuszko (2,228 m) from the north during th e first
survey of the Main Range. It is thought that, as To wnsendOs brief
did not require it, he passed by KosciuszkoOs rugge d neighbour
(2,209 m) which took TownsendOs name in the 1890s.

A first-time author, Crowley has chosen the unusual device early
in this biography of describing TownsendOs gruesome death (he
slashed his throat in London). We have been made aw are,
through the writings of Matthew Higgins and others, of the

14

physical hardships endured
by dedicated government
surveyors so it should not
surprise that mental
breakdown could be a
consequence.

TownsendOs devotion to his
craft shines throughout the
story, detailed in copious
quotes from his notebooks,
sketches and official
correspondence. He was a
master chart maker. Over
thirty of them appear in

the book, but

unfortunately the reader
can learn nothing from
them as they are blurry
representations. Townsend
did not keep a diary and
only one personal letter (to
a brother) has been found,

and with his tragic mental decline, he became an
historic apparition.

Crowley overcomes the ghostly quality of his subjec t
by placing him within a vivid narrative concerning
robust colonial expansion, Aboriginal deprivation a nd

environmental degradation. Of local interest are
TownsendOs surveys in the Snowy Mountains, the
Monaro, the Riverina, Goulburn and the Far South
Coast. Also his work on the delineation of the NSW/

Victoria border. He married in Canberra in 1853 but it
appears that his surveys only touched the periphery of
the area later carved out as the ACT.

Surveyors benefitted from Aboriginal guidance but, in
the final analysis, their work was instrumental in

cementing unilateral British title and sovereignty over

native lands. Squatters had advanced beyond the

control of colonial authorities and it was often a

complicated game of catch up. Itis chilling to rea d
how quickly settlers, using basic tools and transpo rt,
Odid overd and altered the country they were

occupying.

The author has strong views and is a thorough analy st
of motives and trends. He occasionally strays into

irrelevance and builds on flimsy suppositions, perh aps
laying trails for future research. However, it is a n easy
and informative read for both generalists and

specialists.

Thirty or more black and white photographs and
lithographs illustrate the book but it lacks an ind ex.
One wonders what the National Library was thinking
by including so many unreadable charts and sketches
one or two would have been enough, to demonstrate
their existence. The publication sorely needs clear ly
drawn maps.
Brian Slee
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NPA promotes bogs and
fens campaign at World
Wetlands Day event

An event on 15 February at Jerrabomberra Wetlands
Nature Reserve, Dairy Road, Fyshwick for World
Wetlands Day (officially celebrated on 2 February),
provided an occasion for NPA to promote its involve
in a program to raise community awareness about the
ACTOs high-country wetlands.

ment

NPA, other conservation groups, and the Parks and
Conservation Service, participated in a Omovies und er
the stars® event which included the screening of sh ort
environmental films about birds and their sanctuari es,
and guided walks around the wetlands.

Among handouts from the NPA stall was a questionnai re
for recipients to test their knowledge of the ACTOs bogs
and fens. Olt was encouraging to see the interest in the
bogs and fens project, and the number of people wil

to answer the quiz,0 said NPA president Rosemary
Hollow.

ling

The responses will be used to refine messages to gr
such as bushwalking clubs and conservation

organisations, emergency services such as the Rural
Service, and researchers and government agencies.

oups

Fire

The event raised funds for the Protected Area Worke rs
Association, which provides ranger uniforms to Paci fic
neighbours, and for the Latham®s Snipe Project

NPA Bulletin ® Vol. 62, No. 1 B March 2025

By way of background, NPA is participating in a maj or 4-year
project to protect the ACTOs high-country bogs and fens and
raise community awareness about their importance (s ee NPA
Bulletin September 2024  for details). A small group working

with rangers at Namadgi National Park has been esta blished to
implement the program. The project is funded by the Australian
Government Natural Heritage Trust and delivered by ACT
Natural Resource Management, a member of the

Commonwealth Regional Delivery Partners panel.

NPA has published a new pamphlet about bogs and fen s,
explaining their importance and threats to them. It has also

established aweb page at  www.npaact.org.au/bogs-and-fens-

project .

The ACTOs bogs and fens are freshwater wetlands loc ated in
areas rich in peat. They are mostly found in the hi gher,
mountainous areas of Namadgi National Park, in wate rlogged
and permanently wet, treeless areas, along streams and
drainage lines and in valleys and swamps.

Bogs and wetlands provide habitat for many flora an d fauna
species, including the critically endangered Northe rm Corroboree
Frog, the Broad-toothed Rat, VerreauxOs Alpine Tree Frog, RieksO
Crayfish, Kiandra Greenhood and Brandy MaryOs Leek Orchids.
They also protect the ACTOs water quality by filter ing and
retaining water in catchments, and storing and pres erving
atmospheric carbon. And they are culturally signifi cantto
Indigenous people who, over thousands of years, occ upied the

High Country in summer.

Allan Sharp, Convener of the Promotion and Outreach
Subcommittee



Bushwalk grading guide

Distance grading (per day) Terrain grading

1 upto10km A Road, fire trail or track E Rock scrambling
2 10kmto 15 km B Open forest F Exploratory

3 15kmto 20 km C Light scrub

4 above 20 km D Patches of thick scrub, regrowth

Day walks Carry lunch and snacks, drinks, protective clothing , a first-aid kit and any required medication.
Pack walks Two or more days. Carry all food and camping equipm ent. CONTACT LEADER EARLY.
Car camps Facilities often limited. Vehicles taken to site ca n be used for camping. CONTACT LEADER EARLY.

Work parties Carry items as for day walks plus work gloves and a ny tools required. Work party details and location
sometimes change, check NPA website, www.npaact.org .au, for any last minute changes.

Other activities include ski trips, canoe trips, nature rambles and environment or field guide studies.

Short notice walks To volunteer to lead a short notice walk, or to hav e your name added to the short notice/weekly
walks alert list, emalil

Wednesday walks Walks arranged jointly by NPA, BBC (Brindabella Bus hwalking Club) and CBC (Canberra Bushwalking
(WW) Club) for club members. Notification and details ar e emailed to those registered for WW. Only NPA-
hosted WW are shown in this program. For WW email r egistration, contact the Outings Convener

Transport NPA suggests a passenger contribution to transport costs of 45 cents per kilometre for the
distance driven divided by the number of occupants of the car, including the driver, rounded to the
nearest dollar. The amount may be varied at the dis cretion of the leader.

NPA ACT members undertaking walks or other activiti es in this program are advised they should have PRIVATE HEALTH
INSURANCE o, atleast, AMBULANCE COVER in case of an accident requiring evacuation by amb ulance or helicopter.

Points to note:

Please help keep our program alive by volunteering to lead outings. New leaders are welcome. The Outin gs Convener is
happy to suggest locations suitable for a walk if y ou do not have something in mind. Feel free to send in suggestions for
outings with a suggested date to the Outings Conven er by email to .

Anyone joining an NPA outing does so as a volunteer and therefore accepts responsibility for any injur y howsoever incurred.
The NPA, its office bearers and appointed leaders a re absolved from any liability for injury or damage suffered while engaged
in any such outing.

In voluntarily participating in NPA activities, you should be aware that you could be exposed to risks that could lead to injury,
illness or death, or to loss of or damage to proper ty. These risks could include but are not limited t 0: slippery and/or uneven
surfaces, rocks being dislodged, falling at edges o f cliffs or elsewhere, risks associated with crossi ng rivers, hypothermia, heat
exhaustion and the risks associated with any of the Special Hazards listed on the Attendance Record and Risk Waiver Form
provided by the leader of the activity.

To minimise these risks you should endeavour to ens ure that the activity is within your capabilities a nd that you are carrying
food, water, equipment, clothing and footwear appro priate to the activity. You should advise the leade r of any physical or
other limitation that might affect your participati on or any medication that could require attention d uring the activity. You
should make every effort to remain with the rest of the party and accept the leaderOs instructions. By signing the A ttendance
Record and Risk Waiver Form  you agree that you understand these requirements a nd have considered the risks before

signing and waive any claim for damages arising fro m the activity that you might have against the asso ciation, the leader or
any other participants.

Children under 18 years of age are welcome to come on NPA activities if accompanied by a parent, guard ian or close relative
who will be required to sign a specific Risk Waiver for a Child Form

Check-in/Emergency contact:
Leaders can borrow the NPAOs Personal Locator Beaco n (PLB) from Brian Slee, (02) 6281 0719,

In the event that an outing party returns late, the first point of contact for concerned family is NPA Os Check-in/Emergency

Contact Officer, not the police or parks service. T o check the status of an overdue walk, contact Mike Bremers, 0428 923 408,
or Brian Slee.

For outings in remote areas, leaders should check-i n by contacting the Check-in Officer (Mike Bremers) by sms or email (as

above) at completion of the outing. For all outings , leaders should email their signed Attendance Record and Risk Waiver

Form to Brian, contact as above.

COVID-19 arrangements:

There are currently no COVID-19 public health restr ictions in the ACT but are encouraged (see
). If you have had flu-like symptoms, such as a fev er with a cough, sore throat or shortness of breath
within 2 weeks of an activity you should not attend . While on an activity, social distancing and good hygiene are encouraged,

as is mask wearing when car-pooling.



2 March
Sunday morning
walk

8 March
Saturday work
party

9 March
Sunday walk

15 March
Saturday evening
ride

16 March
Sunday walk

22 March
Saturday work
party

22 March
Saturday walk

23 March
Sunday morning
walk

26 March
Wednesday walks

30 March
Sunday MTB ride

Ginninderry tracks

Meet 8:30 am at The Link car park, McClymont Way, S
34 C11]. 8 km walk combining sections of newly open
Nguurung Bila loop walks which descend towards the
with coffee at Strathnairn or Kippax. Walk will onl
below 28iC. Minimum of 4.

Register online by 28 February.

trathnairn [UBD map

ed Woodland and
Murrumbidgee. Finish
y proceed if forecast max is

Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group

Meet 9 am at Namadgi Visitor Centre. Cutting and da
site in Gudgenby Valley to be determined. Car-pooli
be provided. Contact leader by 6 March to register.

Gibraltar Creek hills

Meet 8:30 am at Kambah Village shops. As you drive
there is a rugged little range on your left across

to walk along that range, taking in three prominent
great but this is a physically challenging walk wit
steep grades and rock scrambling. Good views. Suita
Register online by noon, 8 March.

bbing woody weeds at a
ng available and tools will

up Corin Dam Road
Gibraltar Creek. Our object is
peaks. Distance is not
h climbs totalling 700 m,
ble for fit walkers.

Mulligans Flat ride and spotlighting

Meet 7 pm at Amy Ackman Street car park, Forde. Rid
do some bike spot lighting for nocturnal animals (p
bettongs). Requirements: a good off-road bicycle, a
lighting and no fear of the dark. Limit 10.

Register online by 14 March.

e for a while then we
ossibly quolls and
ppropriate clothing, good

Queanbeyan River

Set off from London Bridge car park, cross Queanbey
Crossing, follow management trail to Flynns Crossin
Walk. Nice but fairly long and demanding walk with
Opportunity to cool heels at two river crossings. F
rough in places. About 18.5 km with ascent of 680 m
online by 5 pm, 14 March.

an River at Gelignite
g and return via River
easy to medium terrain.
ire trails are undulating and
. Limit: 10. Register

Glendale briar control

Meet 8 am at Kambah Village shops. The briars on th
Glendale Depot were last treated in 2020. Site is a
through un-tracked bush from Boboyan Road. Equipmen
bring work gloves. Register online by 20 March.

e ridge north of
ccessed via a 150 m climb
t will be provided but

Mount Tennent and Bushfold Flats
Climb Mount Tennent with a loop out to Bushfold Fla
and descent. All on track. Register online by 5 pm,

ts. 18 km, 900 m ascent
20 March.

Anzac Parade sculptures

Meet 9 am. Leisurely 2-3 hour walk along both sides
the war memorial sculptures.

An introduction to the landscape, artists, events a
commemorate. Will conclude with conversations at a
Max 20, register online by 20 March.

Joint NPA / BBC / CBC activity
Details are emailed to those on the Wednesday Walks
Outings email lists. Otherwise contact leader.

of Anzac Parade to view

nd people they
nearby cafe.

and NPA Weekly

Mount Franklin Road

Meet 8:30 am at Bulls Head Picnic Area (via Brindab
Circus). Ride Mount Franklin Road to Mount Franklin
and return. Optional walks to Mount Franklin and Mo
ride). Return distance 33 km, total climb 700 m. Su
gravel and hybrid bikes. Limit 10. Register online

ella Road, Piccadilly
ski lodge memorial
unt Aggie (on return
itable for mountain,
by 27 March.

Map: Downloadable from
Ginninderry Conservation
Trust website; paper copy
available at start of walk
Grading: 1A

Leader: Brian Slee
Enquiries:

Leader: Doug Brown
Enquiries: 6247 0239 or

Map: Tidbinbilla 1:25,000
Grading: 2C/E

Drive: 60 km, $28 per car
Leader: Rod Griffiths
Enquiries: 0410 875 731

Map: Mulligans Flat
Sanctuary map !
Grading: 1A

Leader: Trevor Costa
Enquiries:

Map: Captains Flat 1:25,000
Grading: 3 A/B

Drive: 46 km, $21 per car
Leader: Marlene

Enquiries:

Drive: 86 km, $40 per car
Leader: Michaela Popham
Enquiries: 0413 537 333

Map: Williamsdale 1:25,000
Grading: 3A

Drive: 40 km, $18 per car
Leader: Trevor Lewis
Enquiries: 6288 1495 or
0435 714 430 or

Leader: Rosemary Hollow
Enquiries: 0413 977 708 or

Medium/hard
Leader: Philip Gatenby
Contact: 0401 415 446 or

Easy/medium
Leader: Mike S
Contact: 0412 179 907

Maps: Namadgi NP map,
Brindabella 1:100,000
Grading: 4A

Leader: Kevin Frawley
Enquiries: 0427 005 411
or



6 April
Sunday
morning walk

12 April
Saturday
work party

13 April !
Sunday walk

16 April
Wednesday
afternoon
walk and talk

26 April
Saturday
work party

27 April
Sunday walk

4 May
Sunday walk

10 May
Saturday
work party

10 May !

Saturday walk

Denman Prospect public art

Meet 8:30 am @ Stromlo Leisure Centre car park, uph
Road [UBD map 56 P16]. Follow paths connecting Glas
Prospect Water Garden and Ridgeline Park to Denman
Two before Ten. After crossing Craven Creek to view
walking tracks. 7 km. Plenty of public art. Finish

Leisure Centre. Register online by 4 April.

ill from Dave Mclnnes
swing Park, Denman
shops for coffee at
OEverchange®, return via
with optional brunch at

Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group

Meet 9 am at Namadgi Visitor Centre. Cutting and da
a site in Gudgenby Valley to be determined. Car-poo
will be provided.

Contact leader by 10 April to register.

bbing woody weeds at
ling available and tools

Blue Gum Hill !

This walk goes from Corin Hub car park on the track
roughly south-east offtrack across Blue Gum Creek a
Return by more southerly route. Mainly off track wi
and rock outcrops. Total climb about 700 m and dist
We may see one of the ACT's rarest eucalypts,
Suitable for fit, experienced off track walkers. Ea
Register online by 5 pm, 10 April.

to Smokers Trail then
nd up Blue Gum Hill.
th patches of thick scrub
ance of around 14 km.
E. cinerea ssp. triplex
rly start essential. Limit 8.

Mulligans Flat Nature Reserve

Meet 4 pm. Join Aaron Chatfield of Dreamtime Connections for an

interesting stroll at Mulligans Flat Blearn about native plants, enjoy bush
tucker and see how boomerangs are made and thrown. Finishing time 6

pm. Families and children welcome. Max 30. Register online by 14 April.

Bendora Arboretum exotics control

Meet 8:15 am at Dillon Close, Weston. This is a reg
work will involve removal of wilding pines from aro
and eucalypts and other natives from within. Please
provided.

Register online by 24 April.

ular NPA work site. The
und Bendora Arboretum
bring gloves, all tools

Tidbinbilla Range

Meet at Weston Tennis Court car park, Dillon Close for 8 am departure. A

walk through the alpine meadows of northern Tidbinb illa covering what was
my first ACT bushwalk in 1988. Our way will start w ith a solid climb up
Tidbinbilla Range Road before undulating along the top of ridge to get to the

great view spot that is Pierces Hill. Return route
this will be the last walk | lead for a long while,
reminiscences, companionship and views. Register by

to be decided on the day. As
it will be a one of
5 pm, 26 April.

Shale Knoll

Starting from Mountain Creek car park in Tidbinbill
steeply on footpad to the top of the range at Snowy
south along the crest to an open shaley area with g
same route. Suitable for fit walkers. 8 km, 700 m ¢
Register online by 5 pm, 2 May.

a Nature Reserve we climb
Corner. We then head
reat views. Return via
limb. Limit 8.

Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group

Meet 9 am at Namadgi Visitor Centre. Cutting and da

a site in Gudgenby Valley to be determined. Car-poo

will be provided. Contact leader by 8 May to regist er.

bbing woody weeds at
ling available and tools

Tinderry Peak !

The walk follows Round Flat Trail for a couple of k m before a steep climb to a
rocky outcrop . We then walk north-west for a further 2 km throug h scrub
thick in places followed by a rock scramble to our high point, Tinderry Peak
(1,619 m). Return route is mainly south from the pe ak, merging with fire
trail about a km from the cars. Mostly off-track, w ith one section of mild
exposure on final climb to summit. Suitable for exp erienced off-track
walkers. Horizontal distance about 15 km, with tota | climb of about 600 m.
Limit 8.

Register online by 5 pm, 8 May.

Map: UBD Canberra street
directory map 56

Grading: 1A

Leader: Brian Slee
Enquiries:

Leader: Doug Brown
Enquiries: 6247 0239 or

Map: Corin Dam 1:25,000
Grading: 2A/D/IE

Drive: 70 km, $32 per car
Leader: Philip Gatenby
Enquiries

or 0401 415 446

Leader: Rosemary Hollow
Enquiries: 0413 977 708
or

Drive: 92 km, $42 per car
Leader: Brian Slee
Enquiries: 6281 0719 or

Maps: Tidbinbilla, Cotter
Dam 1:25,000

Grading: 2A

Drive 53 km, $24 per car
Leader: Rod Griffiths
Enquiries: 0410 875 731
or

Map: Tidbinbilla 1:25,000
Grading: 1A/B

Leader: Mike Bremers
Enquiries:

Leader: Doug Brown
Enquiries: 6247 0239 or

Map: Tinderry 1:25,000 !
Grading: 2A/D/E !

Drive: 70 km, $32 per car
Leader: Philip Gatenby
Enquiries:

or 0401 415 446



18 May
Sunday walk

24 May
Saturday work

party

25 May
Sunday
morning walk

28 May
Wednesday
walks

31 May
Saturday
evening walk

1 June
Sunday
morning walk

14 June
Saturday work

party

28 June
Saturday work
party

Cronins Forest

This section of Tallaganda State Forest, north-east
comprises majestic unburnt old-growth trees. It is
gullies, granite outcrops, a stone ruin and OHavare
The meandering circuit has alternating sections of
informal tracks/footpads) and off-track (light to m
ground). 3 km on track and 7 km off-track with tota
Register online by 5 pm, 16 May. Limit 8.

of Captains Flat,
home to fern filled
stO Hut (aka Piano Hut).
track (fire trail and
oderate scrub, rocky
| ascent of 400 m.

Stoney Creek Nature Reserve fence removal

Meet 8:30 am at Dillon Close, Weston. This work par ty will commence
work on a new section of fence. Details to be advis ed on site. All tools
provided, just bring gloves. Register online by 22 May.

ANU sculpture walk

Meet at 9 am. Rug up and explore some of the intere sting sculptures
around ANU campus. A leisurely 288 hour stroll, finishing with
conversations at a campus cafe. Max 20, register on line by 22 May.

Joint NPA / BBC / CBC activity
Details are emailed to those on the Wednesday Walks
Outings emall lists. Otherwise contact leader.

and NPA Weekly

Mulligans Flat Woodland Sanctuary
Meet 4:30 pm at Echidna Gate, Pipistrelle Street, T
the big dam on the Wetlands loop and possible side

hrosby. Circumnavigate
tracks. Lots of birdlife,

kangaroos and wallabies. The light at sunset is gre at for photography.
Requirements: torch, good hiking shoes and appropri ate clothing;
binoculars and camera optional. Register online by 30 May.

Mount Rogers, Ginninderra Creek and Lake

Meet 8:30 am at Florey shops, beside Cycle Surgery;, east of supermarket

untain, a creek, a
stops (Mount Rogers,
vine cafZ at the end.

and pharmacy. This walk is quite varied: a small mo
lake, wetlands, playing fields, two BYO morning tea
Lake Ginninderra) and an optional cuppa/lunch at Ir
14 km, 200 m climb. No registration required.

Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group

Meet 9 am at Namadgi Visitor Centre. Removal of dam
redundant exclosure at a site in Gudgenby Valley ye
Car-pooling available and tools will be provided. C

to register.

aged and
t to be determined.
ontact leader by 12 June

Fence removal B Gudgenby Valley

Meet 8:30 am at Kambah Village Shops. This work par
removal of fences south of Rendezvous Creek. Bring
provided. Register online by 26 June.

ty will continue the
gloves, all tools

Map: Bendoura 1:25,000
Grading: 2A/B/C

Drive: 110 km, $50 per car
Leader: Stephen Marchant
Enquiries: 0401 094 606 or

Drive: 35 km, $16 per car
Leader: Martin Chalk
Enquiries: 0411 161 056

Leader: Rosemary Hollow
Enquiries: 0413 977 708 or

Medium/hard
Leader: Philip Gatenby
Contact: 0401 415 446 or

Easy/medium
Leader: Elaine Atkinson
Contact: 0410 154 133 or

Map: Mulligans Flat
Sanctuary map !
Grading: 1A

Leader: Trevor Costa
Enquiries:

Map: UBD Canberra street
directory

Grading 2A

Leader: Margaret Power
Enquiries: 0448 924 357 or

Leader: Doug Brown
Enquiries: 6247 0239 or

Drive: 92 km, $42 per car
Leader: Brian Slee
Enquiries: 6281 0719 or



Aurora australis at
Wooroonook Lakes, Victoria

The December 2024 Bulletin cover photo of aurora
australis was taken by Outings ConveneWlike
Bremers. Following is his account of the occasion
and his associated trip through Victoria. By
coincidence, Wild magazine #194, published late
2024, featured a similar photo taken in Tasmania.

On a recent trip to South Australia, my wife,
Christine, and | decided to avoid the Sturt Highway
and instead travel through western Victoria. One of
the highlights was Yung Balug Aboriginal Artefacts
Museum at Boort where we saw their large collection
of artefacts. Our visit included a drive around Lak
Boort to view scar trees and the remains of
Aboriginal ovens. Two days later we did a guided
tour of Tae Rak Aquaculture Centre at Lake Condah.
This is the site of the UNESCO World Heritage liste
eel traps, estimated to be 7,000 years old. We were
impressed by the enthusiasm and depth of
knowledge of our Aboriginal guide and highly
recommend the tour.

e

d

On our way from Boort to Lake Condah we had
passed Wooroonook Lakes, an attractive area with
good camping facilities. We decided to spend a nigh
there on the return trip and what a great find it w

Arriving around midday, we set up camp before
driving to nearby Charlton on the Avoca River. Wate
backed up behind Charlton Weir provided 6 km of
navigable river for me to explore in my kayak. The
rest of the afternoon was spent back at the campsit
watching the prolific birdlife associated with the

A clear sky with a new moon heightened my hopes
of getting Milky Way photos. | took shots at about
9:30 pm and upon viewing them | noticed there was

Car camp at Nunnock Swamp

Date: 20D22 December 2024

Participants: Isobel Crawford (leader), Melinda
Brouwer, Esther Gallant, Frank McKone, Meg McKone,
Deidre Shaw, Craig Watson

Weather:

ONunnock SwampO did not sound like an inviting plac

for a car camp. However, the shady forest

campground was cozy and well laid out. We had it

mostly to ourselves. Isobel had a mission bfind two

rare orchids previously collected from this area,

Cathcart Leek Orchid and WilkinsonOs Leek Orchid.

Over the two days that we walked the loop tracks

from the campground through forests and meadows

we looked for those orchids. We saw lots of orchids

(mostly Large Sickle Greenhoods), other wildflowers

and flowering shrubs but sadly neither of the targe

species. Wildlife was not abundant (an Echidna, a

Highland Copperhead, some wallabies and numerous
birds) but small cicadas
and Varied Sword-grass
Brown Butterflies were
everywhere. See  NPA
Bulletin  June 2024 for
other details of the area.

lake.

Fine and not too hot for walking
e

Nunnock is part of South
East Forest National Park
which was created by the

ared glow in the sky

to the south. There

was also a yellow

glow to the south

east. Could this be

the aurora australis?

Four hours later |

took more photos

and the red glow was

gone but the yellow

glow still appeared on A('49\-"9(3:%U"-973\ 31 E'1K\.9((3:%@ #3(GO5+($!
the photos. Perhaps it "H$%%& (%0$! ) +B0& (&, 1-+,8-2V-'5%./%!9$3%AH3 T3
was the lights of a distant town.

In the morning, | paddled around the lake. It was o
kilometres in circumference but the beautiful refle
birdlife were highlights. | sighted a Whistling Kit

new to me, a Spotted Crake and a Black-tailed Nativ
forward to exploring other towns and lakes of north
Victoria to find similar elusive gems.

nly several
ctions and the
e nest and two birds
e-hen. | look
and western

gradual amalgamation of six NSW State Forests and a n adjacent
Victorian national park. Logging had begun in sever al NSW State
Forests in the area at the request of a Japanese wo odchip
company in 1969 and continued for 25 years. Over th attime
there were many protests involving hundreds (possib ly
thousands) of people demanding that logging end. On e well
known series of protests was led by local farmers w ho blockaded
entry to the Nunnock area of Tantawangalo State For eston
horseback. Signs tell about the blockade and about the early
settlers of the area. When logging ended, this stat e forest was
included in the national park in 1997. It was good news for the
critically endangered Swift Parrots, Koalas and oth er native

wildlife of the area.
Thank you Isobel for organising a very interesting and relaxing trip.

Esther Gallant [Immediate Past President of NPA]
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Circumnavigating Bonner

Date: 10 November 2024

Participants: Brian Slee (leader), Kelly Allison,
Mike Bremers, Isobel Crawford, Esther Gallant,
Sonja Lenz, Kevin McCue

Weather:

When opened in 2013, Canberra Centenary Tralil
(CC) along ACTOs northern border was basically
accessible only from the edges of Hall and
Bonner, 13 km apart. It has become more
porous, with tracks snaking up from Taylor in
particular. Most land north of Bonner is still
privately leased but it is now possible to get from
the middle of the suburb to the CC via the
Golden Sun Moth walk.

The small suburb, which dates from 2010,
supports a Coffee Guru (with a covered outdoor
area) alongside a Turkish kebab and a Woolies.
We settled for coffee at 8:30 am. A frisson of car
park rage briefly enlivened proceedings before
we set off at 9.

Warm, mostly sunny

Heading east of the playing fields, we came
across farm machinery relics of Horse Park
station. Nearby were Bonner Ponds, one a broad
and shallow lake full of frogs, the other smaller
but deep and replete with water birds, including
a swan and maybe a Latham®s Snipe.

We followed the creek which feeds the ponds
north, up past magnificent Yellow Boxes to the
start of Moth walk. Although it was Golden Sun
Moth season, the only ones seen were those
depicted in the ingenious life-cycle display atop

I'(:31%C=1%!"-,%
6#"73:%5,"")
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the hill. My impression was that it is a memorial t

| have been assured that Golden Sun Moths are now w
in ACTOs conservation reserves. Its status has been
Ocritically endangered® to Ovulnerable.

0 a dying species but
ell represented
downgraded from

The next section was a hard slog to CC so we dallie
Swamp Wallaby, a Shingleback, numerous moths and bu
up near Oak Hill, we took in the amazing view of Ca

d, noticing a tame
tterflies. Once
nberra to the

south. The hoped-for wildflowers and orchids were n ot apparent
because it was too dry. PatersonOs Curse and St Joh nOs Wort dominated.
Nevertheless, Kelly noticed beetle infestations on the latter, an

encouraging sign of biological control.

We were, however, seeing parrots galore. Having ret urned to the moth
exhibit, we startled a pair of Rainbow Lorikeets fr om their Scribbly

Gum hollow. Our circuit of the suburb took us west, above Ida West
Street, to an  Azolla -covered pond amid native bushland. We continued
above Djerrkura Street, commenting on its name and those of

adjacent Deucem Smith and Danaiyarri streets. Bonne rOs street names

honour Indigenous leaders and their supporters. A b unny bounced by.

A recent Koala sighting in Jacka had had us peering
Now that Jacka was in view we peered again, without

into eucalypts.
luck. So we



retreated down Bieundurry residents comfortably insulated from their beautifu
Street. We were not surrounds.
finished with birdlife: the

) Thanks everyone for your contributions, great to ha vea
gent!e mutgal pr_eenlng of new member join in. C)Walking for Pleasure® suburban
a pair of bright pink galahs outings have been available through NPA over the ye ars. Is

perched above Umbagai
Street had us fascinated.
Kevin spotted a Pallid
Cuckoo.

there still a market? | will keep testing.
Brian Slee

The impressive ridgeline
park running down the
middle of Bonner is
reminiscent of Denman
Prospect, especially the
hilltop Obeacond (seemingly
nameless). Grr to the

graffiti. Regrettably, both
parks harbour ugly Telstra
towers.

After 8 km we ducked
along Mobourne Street
back to the shops, 29
bottles/cans in the bag. A
few participants stayed for
a pleasant 12:30 pm lunch
under the canopy. The
suburb was quiet,

Cycling Mulligans Flat

Date: Sunday 12 January 2025

Participants: Trevor Costa (leader), Keith Aubrey, Mike
Bremers, Mark Coster, Andrew Eddy

Weather:  Sunny, crisp fresh air after overnight rain

Five turned up for the annual "Tour de Mulligans' m orning
mountain bike ride. We were lucky to have Mark Cost er with
us, a very experienced volunteer with the sanctuary .He
provided insights into the fuel reduction regime us ing cattle
in the sanctuary. Members noted the reduced grass h eightin
the sanctuary compared to last year's trip.
Mark also gave a rundown on the turtle island insta llation,
located on the big dam, which he designed, built an d
installed with other volunteers to provide a safe h abitat for
nesting turtles. The volunteers do a great job in t he
sanctuary and are always looking for others to join them if
you are interested.
We saw lots of bird life, kangaroos and wallabies a nd several
echidnas. A bonus was the coffee stop at Wildbark f ora
breather before pushing on across the dam and adjoi ning
wetlands. To top it off, we had a pleasant ride dow nthe 3
km of heritage listed
Y 1%-#"4$%13"#%S 1K (3)":%#: Old Coach Road

FEAHSN@S-34 which is rich in

European and First
Nations history. Of
course the real star
of the sanctuary is
always the critically
endangered Yellow
Box/BlakelyOs Red
Gum Woodland, a
very special plant
community.

Trevor Costa
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Udziro Lake,
mountains of Racha, Georgia

Philip Gatenby continues from his earlier report NPA
Bulletin December 2024) to describe his groupOs final
hike in the mountains of European Georgia.

The last of our August 2024
Georgian Treks was an overnight
supported walk (horses carried our
heavy gear) to Udziro Lake in the
mountains of Racha, roughly 200
km north-west of GeorgiaOs capital,
Thilisi. Seven of us and our guide,
Bacho, travelled to the village of
Glola. The plan was to walk to the
lake from the village of Shovi, a few
kilometres east of Glola, and finish
in Glola. However, landslides had
closed the track between Shovi and
Udziro Lake, forcing a change to an
out-and-back walk from Glola.
Another party of trekkers joined us,
led by Ana, a guide on our first trek
(see earlier report).

Several of the party were recovering

from gastro and the thought of a 1,600 m climb was
daunting. For some reason walking could not start
until the horses were loaded so we did not get away
until about 10 am b 13 trekkers, 2 guides, 5
horsemen and 6 horses (a foal came along for the

trip). Late starts seem to be a Georgian characteri stic.
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The steep climb was initially through mixed forest

beech, other deciduous trees and an abundance of fe

underfoot), with the occasional clearing offering g
Greater Caucasus to our north. A few hours into the
the tree line for superb views in all directions. T

becoming obscure in places, before we crossed a cre

The horses enjoyed a drink in the warm air and the

After lunch the track was again very steep. We cros
formation, with spines like the petrified tail of a
walkOs high point of 2,900 m, a saddle 1,600 m abov
below the saddle was the beautiful turquoise, and s

(conifers,
rns
ood views of the
walk we left

he track flattened,

ek for lunch.
foal frolicked.

sed a striking
dragon, below the
e Glola. Just
upposedly



the eastern end of
nto the valley of the
able, v-shaped

bottomless, Udziro Lake. The lake is elongated. At
its long axis the terrain falls away dramatically i
Rioni River. Dominating the other end is the remark

geological fold of Katitsvera Mountain (3,129 m), w hich apparently
means OCats WhiskersO. North of this geological mar vel is the saddle
we would have come through had our walk started at Shovi, and

nearby Dolomisistsveri Mountain (3,246 m), the high est local peak.

Between the lake and the Cats Whiskers lay a boulde
moraine and beside the lake a flat grassy area cris
streams, ideal for camping. We arrived in time to s
explore the lake foreshore and admire the view from its outlet. A few
of the horsemen set off into the hills with rifles, apparently to hunt
Caucasian Snowcock, fortunately without success. La ter the

r-strewn glacial
s-crossed by
et up tents,

horsemen caroused well into the early hours,
fuelled by local liquor.

Dawn was sunny and still; the lake a mirror

reflecting peaks near and far. Caucasian Snowcock

were calling, tauntingly perhaps, from the crest of

aridge to the lakeOs south, silhouetted against th e
morning sky. Pipits and wagtails splashed about on

the shoreline, in deeper parts dippers dipped and

dived. Dippers are an interesting bird, described a s
an aquatic passerine without an equivalent in

Australia that | am aware of. The European
representative of the 5 species world-wide is the
White-throated Dipper (- Cinclus cinclus).

NPA Bulletin ® Vol. 62, No. 1 B March 2025



>"V-523#"%!-1%"1:%e:FO# ' %E"$3*%+,'-'%./%+,9(98%I"-3:

We had a long walk and drive ahead of us so our
group was ready early and walked up to the saddle
to wait for AnaOs group and the horses. There we
admired the view and the extensive birdlife
(including wheatears and redstarts flitting from
boulder to boulder) until Anas group joined us at

NPA Bulletin ® Vol. 62, No. 1 B March 2025

about 10:30. YesterdayOs steps were retraced to Glo la where we
farewelled our fellow trekkers, horsemen and horses who had done
a remarkable job in rough terrain. Our singing driv er was also there
with his van to welcome us for the long drive back to Thilisi.

A spectacular hike to end a remarkable visit to the Caucasus.

'#191K%#3b34V'15*%+,'-'%./%+,9(98%I"
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Rolling Ground and
Tate Ridges

Date: 9D11 November 2024
(Saturday to Monday)

Participants: Stephen Marchant
(leader), Jan and Philip Gatenby, Alicia
(Lis) Kaylock, Jacqui Rosier

Stats: 40 km with 1,350 vm of ascent

| had walked this area in the Snowy
Mountains in early November a few
times but was not sure what to

expect. It had been a winter of poor
snow and a warmer than usual spring,
and consequently an early snow melt.
There had been little rainfall in the
preceding three weeks. The result was
minimal snowdrifts and less water on
the ground. The creeks were
noticeably dry. To compensate, the
wildflowers were blooming early with a
spectacular display.  Ranunculus
species were eye-catchingly abundant,
especially small stands of thriving
Anemone buttercups ( Ranunculus
anemoneus ). Thankyou Lis for your
expertise in locating and identifying
the flora.

The walk began from Guthega,
crossing the dam wall and then a puff
up the footpad of Guthega Ridge
before levelling out through the last of
the snow gums. From there on we
would be above the tree line for the

next few days. Moderate winds were keeping temperat
shelter on the lee side for lunch. We pushed up hig
and surveyed the area from the southern knoll (SMA
The wind was biting so a sheltered site was found t

Next morning the wind had abated and the sun was ou
imminent. We donned our daypacks and left camp earl
north to Dicky Cooper Bogong (2,005 m). The scrambl
with spectacular views of the surrounding country.
meandering through the boulders on the ridge and, o
wildflowers.

After packing up we set off south to cross Consett
onto Tate West Ridge for the second nightOs camp. W
an exploration of the upper part of the broad open
A circuitous clockwise route was chosen to investig
viewpoints revealing vistas

towards Watsons Crags in the

south-west and around to the

Rolling Ground in the east. A

magnificent cluster of purple

Alpine Hovea ( Hovea montana )

demanded closer inspection

before we returned to the

campsite for a well-deserved

evening meal.

On the final morning we were
once again greeted with blue
skies. Retracing our steps, we
bypassed Consett Stephen Pass
and headed steeply up West
Ridge to take in the 360 degree
views from Mount Tate

(2,066 m). Morning tea was
called just below the summit
before crossing over onto Tate
East Ridge.

R(8913%!"#5,%!"#9K"(3%405,165&%$!&'+,198h: 0)"#6%A=a3#4=8%{'0(%(-!9&%%$"&8%
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ures down so we found
her onto the Rolling Ground
0691) of the Granite Peaks.
0 set up camp.

t D a cracker of a day was
y for the 7 km round trip
e to the top rewarded us
On the stroll back we enjoyed
f course, those prolific

Stephen Pass and walk west up
ith plenty of time available,

ridge was required.

ate various outcrops and
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end of the ridge it was time to cross
Pounds Creek where it had always
been boots off for me. However,
there was no necessity this time.
Philip led us to a point which
enabled a dry feet crossing on
rocks. It was much warmer down
here and lunch was taken on the
opposite bank. Copious flies buzzing
around my salmon sachet forced my
temporary exile from the group.

A sharp up-and-over led to the
Snowy River suspension bridge. The
air on the other side was somewhat
uncomfortably warm for the 3 km
amble along the lllawong Track to
complete the loop back to Guthega.

Gills Knobs, consisting of three small rocky outcro ps, is a feature of the upper part It " v eniovabl
of East Ridge. Following a short scramble up the fi rst of the crags, there was much V;’.is ﬁ::;:g;i Ynetzjgﬁo enta'n
discussion as to which was highest. Our curiosity ¢ ompelled us to clamber up the sEp ng I'th th : th u II S
middle one. We all agreed that this one was indeed the Opeakd (1,953 m), not to Ven with the warmer than usua
. . . weather, | do relish the high country

mention that there was a small cairn on top to rein force the consensus. o s )

at this time of year E oh, and did
Continuing down the delightful ridge, we re-entered the tree line. Weaving through | mention the awesome wildflowers?
the tenacious old snow gums, displaying their gnarl y boughs, was a highlight. At the

Stephen Marchant
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Work parties
NPA work party summary B November 2024 to January 2025

Month Activity Agency Participants

Martin Chalk

B h H t 'D B t I were visited, this yearOs focus was on the

rays aws ut area room contro two (809, 845) where most Broom was
Date: 23 November 2024 found in 2023. We found more at these two

. . . sites than in 2023, but this year more time
Participants: Michaela Popham (leader), Margaret Mahoney, Quenti n was spent at these sites so a more
Moran, Phillip Moore, Brian Slee, plus ACT ranger, Adam Mahon thorough removal was possible. If there are
NPA last visited this area in October 2023 ( NPA Bulletin  March 2024 ). Broom plants remaining they are so small
Although nine sites (marked with yellow numbered ta gs on star pickets) as to be almost invisible!

In total 1,598 Broom plants were removed
as well as 10 briars. Most of the plants were
small, almost all had been grazed, most
likely by feral deer. Deer poo was found at
site 845. A large plant found at site 809 was
approximately 1 m tall. It was growing
amidst a fallen tree and was not able to be
eaten easily. Even then it had been
extensively grazed and was little more than
a large stick with a few new sprouts of
leaves. Only one flowering plant was found.
At site 845 there was evidence of rabbits.

Due to the warm weather, the work party
concluded at 2:30 pm.

There is still work to be done. As it is
difficult to visit in one day, a targeted
approach seems appropriate. A general
survey of other and more remote sites is
recommended to monitor infestations.
Many thanks to all who participated and to
Adam for joining us!

Michaela Popham

Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group work party summan® February 2024 to January 2025

Month Activity Participants

Cancelled due to rain

Completion of tree guard removal; weeding Rose Campion _

September | Weeding near Black Dog Corner 10 plus ranger
Weeding near Homestead 10 plus ranger

January 2025 | No work party

Doug Brown
28 NPA Bulletin ® Vol. 62, No. 1  March 2025
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Eight kinds of cold mornings

The first kind are Jack Frost mornings, crunchingp¢ grass, and all the promise of a sunny day ahead.

The second are Foggy Dew mornings, breathing in aumn leaves, walking the dog, and the lake is in it€eltic mood.
The third are Bleak Overcast mornings, seeking cafidarmth, black coffee and buttered toast,

The fourth are early moonlit Jupiter High morningsgatching the train, on the way to somewhere.

The fifth are Snuggly Doona mornings, full of loveand watching the manna gum light up over the backfence.

The sixth are Full Bladder mornings, in the tentetuctant to emerge, sleepy, debating.

The seventh are Campfire Ash mornings: its stale st all wrapped up and hoping for a spark to starthe day.

The eighth kind are Dark Jet-lagged mornings, watdafig Olympics on TV at 3 am.

Monday morning

plum blossom drifts like snow
the sun rises

green dustbins stand waiting
in our street

Gerry Jacobson
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Wildlife sanctuary near Canberra to be restored
under new agreement

Threatened native animals which have long been miss ing from the
grassy hills around Canberra are set to thrive once more, under a
new agreement to restore the family-owned Wandiyali ~Environa
Wildlife Sanctuary at Googong, NSW. Australian Wild life Conservancy
(AWC) announced in December a 10-year collaboration with owners

of the sanctuary, the Larcombe family, with a share d vision to bring

back the siteOs missing biodiversity.

Under the agreement, AWC will help shape conservati on plans for
the sanctuary, including a strategy for restoring s pecies which have
gone locally extinct. Small mammals including Bandi coots,

Antechinus, Bettongs, Quolls, and several species o f native rodents,

as well as threatened frogs, will be among the spec ies assessed as

candidates for reintroduction. The project will als 0 support important
research into the factors
that contribute to
successful species

reintroductions.

Australian Wildlife
Conservancy
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Parks Victoria was re-established in 2018 as the
Victorian Government's statutory authority to
manage and operate more than four million hectares
across 3,000 land and maritime parks.

Minister Steve Dimopoulous said he had ordered a
comprehensive review of Parks Victoria, to advise
how the organisation could better serve the needs o
Victorians and help them enjoy the great outdoors.
Mr Dimopoulos said the review would focus on the
organisation's administration, finances, functions,
and delivery model to Oreduce red-tape and improve
customer serviceO.

f

ABC News
Health check for Kosciuszko National

Park (KNP)

The overall health of KNP has been assessed for the
first time through the NSW GovernmentOs EcoHealth
Scorecard. The Scorecard is based on extensive
biological survey work using cameras and acoustic
monitoring equipment and includes surveys
undertaken in the 202223 financial year and
provides a baseline to measure changes in the

rgzauk()s health, measured over time.

("#:B%
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Free camping exposes problems in Victorian parks

camping at all
of December to
isitor numbers to
has also exposed
d public land.

In October, the Victorian government announced free
131 national parks across the state from the start
June. Consequently, there has been a big spike in v
the stateOs national parks this summer. However, it
issues plaguing the management of national parks an

t cuts are
amper behaviour.
to be completed
rian sites until the

Outdoor advocates and union officials say governmen
largely to blame for issues with rubbish and poor ¢
A state government review of Parks Victoria is due
in March, and camping will remain free at all Victo

end of June.

Victorian National Parks Association campaigner Jor dan Crook said

cutting resources was at odds with the temporary fr ee bookings

policy to encourage camping. Olt just doesn't make sense0 he said.
ABC News

Bettong reintroduction benefits South Australian
national park

Benefits to the wider ecosystem are evident after B
Bettongs were reintroduced to Dhilba Guuranda-Innes National Park
on South Australia's Yorke Peninsula. The small, ho pping marsupials
had previously been driven to extinction in the are a.

rush-tailed

There is evidence that the BettongsO digging is imp
and seed germination, which will lead to an improve
vegetation cover. Bettongs have also had the unexpe
controlling some introduced weed species.

roving soil quality
ment in overall
cted effect of

ce other
Bandicoot.

ABC News

Under a rewilding program, it is hoped to reintrodu
marsupials to the area, such as the Southern Brown

Victorian parks body under review

Victoria's environment minister has placed the body
the state's parks under a Ocomprehensive reviewO in
improve administration.

that manages
an effort to

30

any national park in NSW. The Scorecard report

notes that their removal will boost ecological heal th
by supporting the recovery of threatened species
and ecosystems and improve water quality. The
Scorecard also reveals the park remains an
important stronghold for many threatened mammal
species.
NSW
Environment

and Heritage
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Logging in proposed koala park
OintensifyingO

Logging of native forest in the proposed OGreat Koa
National Park®, in northern NSW has intensified sin
the Minns government took office, according to a
new analysis released by conservation advocates in
January. The report, which the stateOs forestry
corporation disputes, found 7,185 ha had been
logged within the promised park in the 21 months
since the March 2023 state election.

Dailan Pugh, president of the North East Forest
Alliance, said this was about 8.4 per cent of the a
identified for potential logging and included habit
for endangered Koalas and another 37 threatened
species.

The Guardian reports that conservationists have
become frustrated by the time it is taking the Minn
government to fulfil its election promise, finalise
assessment of the area and declare the parkOs

ce

rea
at

an
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boundaries, given that the government chose not to
moratorium on logging during the assessment period.

put a

The Guardian

Forestry corporation penalised for illegal
clearing in national park

The Forestry Corporation of NSW (FCNSW) has entered
Deed with the National Parks and Wildlife Service (
admitting to illegally clearing 1.44 ha of Bindarri
near Coffs Harbour in 2019 and 2020.

intoa
NPWS) after
National Park

As part of the Deed, FCNSW will have to restore the illegally
cleared area to the standard of a national park, as well as pay
$500,000 to purchase land, or transfer an agreed ar ea of state

forest, for gazettal as national park.

ritage List and

nal Park. Since

s an asset of
tion.

Bindarri National Park is on the tentative World He
is within the area of the planned Great Koala Natio
the clearing, Bindarri has been further protected a
intergenerational significance for its Koala popula

NPWS believes the Deed agreement will result in bet ter outcomes

than could have been achieved through prosecution.
NSW Environment and Heritage

Pigeon House Mountain walking track
reopened

The much-loved Pigeon House Mountain Didthul walkin gtrackin
Morton National Park, NSW, was reopened to the publ icin
December after suffering extensive damage due to he avy rainfall.
Works consisted of the construction and replacement of 946
hardwood stairs and drainage bars and the rehabilit ation of

disturbed areas adjacent to the track.

Local NSW National Parks
and Wildlife Service staff will
continue to implement a
quarterly maintenance
program to make sure the
track remains safe.

NSW Environment and
Heritage
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New walking track opens in Gardens of Stone
State Conservation Area (SCA)

The new Lost City Walking Track is now open in the Gardens of
Stone SCA near Lithgow, NSW. The track is part of t he $2.3
million Lost City Visitor Precinct project.

The 6 km family-friendly walking track takes visito rs through
pagoda rock formations and heritage sites, set agai nsta
backdrop of panoramic views. An optional loop via t he Miners
Pass Link Track follows an historic route that feat ures hand-
carved steps once used by miners to access a valley mine shaft
and offers a unique glimpse into the area's mining heritage.

The Lost City Walking Track is the first major visi

part of the $49.5 million Gardens of Stone SCA infr astructure

establishment package. The Lost City Visitor Precin ct will be
opened to the public in
stages over the coming
months.

tor project as

NSW Environment and

Heritage

Island visit studies Antechinus mating
ritual

ParkOs Victoria recently partnered with Zoos Austra lia
to lead an expedition of rangers and scientists to two
offshore islands in Wilsons Promontory to investiga te
the genetics of the Swamp Antechinus. Antechinuses

have one of the most bizarre mating rituals in the

animal kingdom, where the entire male population

dies off within a three-week period.

The expedition was carried out under Parks VictoriaOs

which will see the area
become a 50,000 hectare
safe haven for Victoria's rich
wildlife and habitats. These
islands are off limits to the
general public to protect the
unique plants and animal
life from infestations of
weeds and animal pests.

Prom Sanctuary Project,

Parks Victoria
+,'-'%./%+"#$5%T94-'#9"%

Long recovery for Grampians
(Gariwerd) National Park

A wildlife ecologist says it will take up to 20 yea
recover what has been lost in the fires in the
Grampians National Park in December.

rsto

Deakin University associate professor John White, w ho
has studied how species and ecosystems respond to
external threats such as fire and climate change,
particularly in the Grampians, since 2008, expected
the devastation to be felt for many years. OThis is
about the fourth large fire in the Grampians in the

20 years, which is a lot more than normal,® he told

ABC News.

Dr White said the Grampians held about a third of
Victoria's plant species, with some only found in t
region. He is also particularly concerned for the L
5*%hosed Potoroo, a small hopping mammal native to
forests and shrubland in south-east Australia and
Tasmania. Olt's right at the edge of its distributi
the Grampians, and it's taken us most of the last 1
years to even find where there were any populations
left®, he said. OUnfortunately, this fire has proba
burnt out at least half of the habitat that this sp
was found in®

past

hat
ong-

onin
0

bly
ecies

to
es.

ABC News

Note: Subsequent bushfires have further intruded in
the Grampians, possibly affecting the above timelin
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Visiting national parks pays

Researchers have put a dollar value on the health b enefits
of visiting national parks. New research reported i n The
Conversation has found visiting a national park is good for

our health and wellbeing.

The research put a dollar value on the health benef its of
visits to national parks within reach of Adelaide a nd
estimates every visit saves the health budget almos t

$100. Scaled up across the country, this means the 22
million day trips to national parks in 2019 could s have
more than $2.1 billion off the nationOs health bill every
year, assuming visits and benefits are similar acro ss the

country.
The Conversation

Northern Territory park placed on
national heritage list
Watarrka National Park, 450 km south-west of Alice

Springs, has been placed on the National Heritage L ist.
The park's rugged ranges and soaring 100-metre clif fs
attract thousands of visitors each year. Described asa
Oliving plant museum®, Watarrka also provides a ref uge for
many rare and endemic plant and invertebrate specie S.

The park is deeply
significant to the
Anangu ngurraritja
traditional owners
who have cared for
country for tens of
thousands of years.

ABC News
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Giant slug makes a comeback
A giant, fluorescent pink slug found only in a NSW

national park has survived catastrophic bushfires i n 2019
and is being mapped by citizen scientists. The Kapu tar
Slug grows up to 20 cm long B more than the average
human hand B and 6 cm wide and exists on an extinct
volcano in Mount Kaputar National Park.
An estimated 90 per cent of the population was kill edin
the fires but in 2020, 60 survivors were spotted. S ince
then, NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service has r un the
Slug Sleuth app so park visitors can report sightin gs. To
date there have been about 850 reports, including s ome
with dozens of slugs.

The Guardian
Barrington Tops marks first car visit
Barrington Tops in northern NSW has marked an
anniversary B 100 years since the first car reached the
wild and remote area which now attracts more than
100,000 visitors a year.
Home to the World Heritage-listed Gondwana Rainfore sts
of the Barrington Tops National Park, in 1924 the a rea
was still largely inaccessible and rarely visited. Researcher
Janine Roberts said Henry Luke White, a pastoralist and
philanthropist, drove the first car up to the Barri ngton
Tops b at an altitude of more than 1,500 m B on
15 January 1924, with a small group of people.
Online report includes a detailed early history of the area.

ABC News

32

Bush Heritage secures crucial water bird
breeding site

Bush Heritage Australia has secured the protection of Nil
Desperandum, a crucial waterbird breeding site. It is 150 km
north-west of Bourke, NSW on Budijiti Country, withi n one of
the least disturbed areas of the Murray-Darling Bas in. The
4,037 ha property connects with Bush HeritageOs Nar ee
Station Reserve and lies on the Cuttaburra Channels that
connect the Paroo and Warrego Rivers at Yantabulla Swamp.
The reserve provides a safe haven for species that rely on
arid-zone wetlands and waterways. The flows of the Paroo
River, which feed into Yantabulla Swamp, have been protected
from modification since 2003, making it the last fr ee-flowing
river in the basin.
The purchase and ongoing management of Nil Desperan dum
gives Bush Heritage the opportunity to improve mana gement
of Yantabulla Swamp, a nationally important wetland and
breeding
site for a
wide range
of
waterbirds.
Bush
Tracks
E9a(3%A("4$% @ '#7'#"1-5%"-%U9(%03583#"1:=7B%UCL*%%
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KOgari clear of feral horses
Rangers say it has been 5 years since the last brum by sighting
on K'gari (Fraser Island) in Queensland. K'gari is the world's
largest sand island and was listed as a World Herit age Areain
1992.
Horses were introduced to the island in the early 1 800s and
bred for the English Army, according to the Queensl| and
Government. Rangers relocated most of the populatio ninthe
early 2000s. In the absence of the pest species, ra ngers say
the island's fragile ecosystem will benefit.
ABC News
Changes proposed to Arapiles-Tooan State
Park plan
Parks Victoria has been seeking feedback about draf t
amendments to the Mount Arapiles-Tooan State Park
Management Plan. The comment period closed on
14 February.
Planned upgrades to visitor facilities and trails w il make the

park more accessible. The amendments outline where
recreational activities, including rock climbing, ¢
so cultural heritage and the environment can be pro

an take place
tected.

Recent cultural and environmental surveys revealed tens of
thousands of artefacts, scarred
trees, and rock art, with
evidence dating back at least
3,000 years, and one of the
largest indigenous stone
quarry complexes found in
Australia.

Parks Victoria
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Compiled by Allan Sharp
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NPA bulletin board

Denise Hall
Trevor Parker
John and Janet Stein
Joe Carmona
David Stead
Phillip Hope
Mark Coster
Elanor Huntington
Margaret Sharp
Maurice Hermann
John Maguire
Julia Pucci
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Monthly meetings

Monthly meetings are held on the third Thursday of
Weston Creek Uniting Church hall, 16 Parkinson Stre

Thursday 20 March

Site-scale assessment of urban riparian ecological condition
Doug Toyne

et, Weston, at 7:30 pm

the Fenner School of
t his honours project work on

Doug is our 2024 honours scholarship recipient from
Environment and Society at ANU. Doug will talk abou

assessing indicators of riparian ecological conditi on.

Tactics for reintroduction of the Golden Sun Moth in the ACT
Maisie Walker Stelling

The Golden Sun Moth ( Synemon plana ) is a vulnerable species living in the Critically
Endangered Natural Temperate Grasslands. One year i nto her PhD, Maisie will
discuss her progress on a reintroduction project fo rthe ACT.

More for your calendar March

Committee meetings (5:30 pm to 7:00 pm) Thursday 6

April

Thursday 3 ™

the month (except December and January), at

Thursday  Thursday
17 April 15 May
TBA TBA

Please check
Burning Issues
closer to the
date.

Please check
Burning Issues
closer to the
date.

May June

Thursday 1 st Thursday 5 t

National Parks Association of the ACT Incorporated (inaugurated 1960)

Aims and objectives of the Association Office-bearers

¥ Promotion of national parks and of measures for th e protection President Rosemary Hollow
of fauna and flora, scenery, natural features and ¢ ultural Vice President <vacant>
heritage in the Australian Capital Territory and el sewhere, and Secretary Maisie Walker Stelling
the reservation of specific areas. Treasurer Jenny Barnes
¥ Interest in the provision of appropriate outdoor r ecreation
areas. Committee members
¥ Stimulation of interest in, and appreciation and e njoyment of, Immediate Past President Esther Gallant
such natural phenomena and cultural heritage by org anised Public Officer Jennifer Carter
field outings, meetings or any other means. Mike Bremers
¥ Cooperation with organisations and persons having similar Rhys Hardy
interests and objectives. Alison Russell-French
¥ Promotion of, and education for, conservation, and the planning Marian Pearson
of landuse to achieve conservation. Ben Schutte
Membership fees # 1 July 2024 B 30 June 2025 Allan Sharp
Individual membership with email Bulletin $35
Individual membership with printed Bulletin $50 Conveners
Concession* membership $30 Bulletin Working Group Allan Sharp
Concession* membership with printed Bulletin $40 Cultural Subcommittee Rosemary Holllow
Household/family membership with email Bulletin $65 Environment Subcommittee <vacant>
Household/family membership with printed Bulletin $75 Outings Subcommittee Mike Bremers
Organisation membership $100 Publications Subcommittee Kevin McCue
1437.345,989695066#%60MY%7'1-, 5%6#7%:"-3%'696D'9191K*% Promotion & Outreach Subcommittee Allan Sharp
K@'143559'1%737.3#5,98%95%"2"9(".(3%-";%691:979:="(5%),'%"#3%6=((\V 73¢ Work Party Convener Martin Chalk

"#9%,'(:3#5%'6%"%83159'1%4"#:%955=3:%./%"%@'77'1)3" (-, %K'?3#1731-%"K
NPA books are available from some bookshops (e.g. A

NBG), or contact the association office.
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For information on NPA ACT activities, please visit our
website:  www.npaact.org.au  and follow us:
Instagram: www.instagram.com/npa_act/

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/NationalParksAssociationOfTheACT
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