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Greetings everyone 
For all of us who have enjoyed and 
marvelled at the work of David 
Attenborough over many, many years, 
the first week in May was something of 
an environmental milestone – the 
celebration of the 100th birthday of the 
legendary British broadcaster. What an 
amazing contribution he has made to 
conservation and our understanding of 
the environment globally, including our 
own Namadgi National Park that he 
and his BBC film crew have visited 
twice, most recently last year. 

Writing about David Attenborough is a 
reminder of the importance of the work 
we do for the environment in helping to 
protect and manage parks and reserves 
in the ACT region. Our efforts do not go 
unnoticed and are acknowledged by the 
ACT government and ministers through 
their support for various activities. This 
includes our grant applications, projects 
such as the bogs and fens program, and 
our community tree planting day at 
Hackett on 24 May, during National 
Volunteer Week (18–24 May 2026) and 
in the lead-up to World Environment 
Day (5 June 2026). 

The committee has had a busy few months, including 
meetings with ministers Tara Cheyne and Suzanne Orr to 
discuss our submission to the ACT Government budget 
process. We raised our concerns about possible funding and 
staff cuts for the Parks and Conservation Service 
(PCS) and put our case for government funding to 
support our increasing administrative costs. We 
were pleased that both ministers expressed 
appreciation for the work we do. We also 
briefed newly appointed PCS Executive Branch 
Manager in the City and Environment 
Directorate, Dr Rosie Cooney, on our activities and ongoing collaboration with PCS.  
We have had a few changes in the committee and our office arrangements. Maisie 
Walker Stelling has stood down from the committee to make time for her studies as 
she begins the third year of her PhD at the ANU Fenner School. Maisie has provided 
great support to the committee and in the office over the past 3 years, and we wish 
her success in her studies. 
Our very efficient office manager and project coordinator, Kelly Allison, has moved 
on to work with other ACT conservation groups after doing great work on the bogs 
and fens project, including organising workshops and online forums. We appreciate 
the work she did and wish her the best in her new role. We’re pleased to welcome 
our new office and project manager, Margaret Bradley. 
Thanks to Philip Gatenby and the Bulletin team for producing their usual packed 
issue, and to Mike Bremers and our outings leaders for pulling together another 
great program for the next quarter (see pp. 15–18).  
Finally, with the end of the financial year approaching, we ask that you consider 
making a tax-deductible donation. We depend on your generosity to continue our 
work.  

Rosemary Hollow

From the President

Notice of Annual General Meeting 

Whistling Kite.  
Photo by Mike Bremers

Most respondents to a recent survey seeking the views 
of members about the NPA Bulletin seem to like the 
magazine just as it is. 

The survey was mailed to all members via 
SurveyMonkey and nearly 60 responses were received.  

More respondents (44%) receive their Bulletin online, 
with 37% receiving both the online and print versions 
and only 19% receiving a print-only copy. 

More than two-thirds (67%) read all or most of the 
content and 29% said they read selected articles. 
Comments ranged from ‘articles are well-written and 
informative’, ‘cover a range of NPA activities and issues’ 
and ‘very informative on important issues’. 

Walks, outings and workplace reports were the most 
popular items. 

One respondent thought articles should be more challenging and 
tackle subjects such as the effects of climate change and the 
increasing commercialisation of national parks. 

The current length of articles suited most respondents (86%), 
and 71% thought the Bulletin met their needs for information on 
NPA and other environmental activities relating to the ACT 
region. 

In response to the question about what changes members would 
like to see to the Bulletin, one suggested a name change, saying 
the current title was ‘a bit bland for the great content within’. 

One respondent, who said they had been reading the Bulletin 
since the 1970s, said the magazine ‘is probably the best it’s ever 
been’. Another noted that the Bulletin is ‘a significant archival 
collection reflecting a long and valuable history of our 
community’. 

Allan Sharp

‘We like it as it is’: members respond to Bulletin survey

The AGM will be on Thursday 20 August 2026 at 6:30 pm, 
at the Weston Creek Uniting Church hall, 16 Parkinson 
Street, Weston. 

Please come and hear about our activities over the past year 
and plans for the future.  

The agenda is: 
• Minutes of AGM 2025 
• President’s report 
• Financial report and appointment of auditor 
• Election of office-bearers and committee 
• Any other business 

Would you like to become involved 
in the committee or in a support 
role? If so, please contact 
Rosemary our president at 
<rosemary@npaact.org.au> to 
discuss. All office-bearer and 
committee positions become vacant 
at the AGM. There will be a link to 
the nomination form in the August 
Burning Issues, or contact our 
office at <admin@npaact.org.au> 
and they will email you one.

mailto:rosemary@npaact.org.au
mailto:admin@npaact.org.au
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Gulaga 
When editing Gerry Jacobson’s poem Gulaga (NPA 
Bulletin March 2026), I came across a 6–minute 
video on the National Museum of Australia’s website, 
dating from 2019. In it Djiringanj Yuin knowledge-
holder, Warren Foster, recounts stories passed down 
by old people from when Captain Cook, sailing up 
the Australian coast aboard the Endeavour, 
bestowed the name Mount Dromedary on Gulaga. 
The old people had never seen anything as big and 
white as the Endeavour, seemingly swimming on 
the water, and thought it might be a pelican 
returning from the Dreamtime. It made them wary 
as the pelican is a greedy bird. When you fished, it 
stole your catch. They feared it might take off from 
the water and scoop up all the people. That is what 
happened: ‘he did eventually scoop up everything 
and steal everything off us’. Even the name of the 
sacred Mother Mountain. 
Watch Warren Foster’s powerfully straight forward 
account at https://bit.ly/4nMlboR. 

Brian Slee 

Thank you for the bird field guide 
I am an enthusiastic user of the Field Guide to the 
Birds of the ACT. I love this book and want to 
congratulate you on such an excellent publication. I 
came across it by happy chance and it was perfect 
for my needs. I was new to bird watching and was 
struggling to confidently identify local birds in whole-
of-Australia bird books. Having a book of just ACT 
birds was exactly what I needed. The handy size 
makes it practical to carry on my weekly bushwalks, 
so not only is it easier to use but I am also much 
more likely to have it with me when I want to 
identify a bird. This book has been the driver for 
deepening my interest in our birds, which gives me 
great pleasure every day. Thank you! 

Louisa Matthew 

Rowleys Hut 
I refer to Greg Buckman’s opinion piece in the NPA Bulletin March 
2026 and support his general position regarding ACT hut rebuilds. 
Given a choice, however, my preference for the first rebuild would 
be Rowleys in Orroral Valley. Dating from the grazing era, it was 
carefully restored by Kosciuszko Huts Association members only to 
be negligently destroyed by fire soon after in 1994. 
Not an elaborate structure, Rowleys Hut was located beside the 
Australian Alps Walking Track in a lovely part of the valley, adjacent 
to the river, 3 km from the Orroral Tracking Station car park. It is a 
nice distance for young backpackers to try out overnight camping 
in Namadgi National Park while facilitating access to upper reaches 
of the valley. The site is marked by a plaque beneath a beautiful 
eucalypt. 

Brian Slee

Rowleys (aka Rollys) Hut, Orroral Valley 1988. Photo by Philip Gatenby

Hi! My name is Margaret Bradley (I like being called new 
and interesting nicknames just please don’t call me 
Maggie!) and I am the NPA’s new office manager. I am still 

learning the ropes but 
so far everyone I have 
met and 
communicated with 
via email from the 
NPA team have been 
super warm and 
welcoming and I am 
very excited to 
continue meeting our 
wonderful members. 

A little background 
about me. I was born 
and grew up in 
Canberra in the 

Belconnen area and am now studying full time at the ANU. 
My main areas of interest are climate science and political 
science. If you want to know what the actual degree is 
and how all my relevant majors and minors fit in, I would 
be happy to tell you sometime. I am now in my fourth and 
hopefully final year (providing ANU doesn’t cut any of my 
final courses and I don't fail anything). Into the future, I 
would like to be able to use my climate knowledge and 
research and analysis skills to help us adapt to climate 
change and take care of our environment. I don't know 
what that will look like yet, but I am excited to find out 
where life takes me. 
Other random facts about me: 

• I love dogs and started volunteering last year cleaning 
kennels at the RSPCA as I’d moved on campus for my 
studies. This meant I saw my dog less so decided 
helping the doggies at the RSPCA would help fill my 
weekly dog quota. 

• If you talk to me long enough, I’ll probably mention 
an amazing field trip I went on for my university 

Our new office manager

Margaret and Chelsea at Floriade 2024 Continued on page 5

https://www.nma.gov.au/exhibitions/endeavour-voyage/gulaga-mount-dromedary
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Continued from page 4

There seems to be a constant stream of requests from 
governments and their agencies for comments or 
submissions on the development of environmental policies 
and strategies. One might think this is a sign that 
governments are briskly progressing environmental 
issues. Unfortunately, this is not the case. Although 
consultation is a good thing, the long timelines in the 
development of effective environmental policies and often 
even longer delays in the implementation of strategies is 
most concerning and often disheartening. Much of the 
latter is due to funding and staffing inadequacies. 
However, it is important that we continue to provide 
strong, evidence-based comment to government and that 
we continue to succeed in attracting the attention of 
ministers and top government officials. 

So far this year the NPA has provided the following 
environment submissions to the ACT Government: 
• Submission on ACT Nature Conservation Strategy 
• Submission on the Buru (Eastern Grey Kangaroo) Draft 

Controlled Native Species Management Plan October 
2025 

• Submission to the ACT Government draft technical 
report on managing wombats 

• Submission on the Review of Municipal Infrastructure 
Standard 25, Plant Species for Urban Landscape 
Projects 

• Members comments on the Namadgi National Park 
Values Briefs 

• Members comments on the Murrumbidgee River 
Corridor Values Briefs 

The development of these submissions requires expertise 
in the subject area. The NPA is fortunate that within its 
membership there are people with such expertise and the 
time and desire to advocate for scientifically-based 

environmental action. There is, however, a significant need for 
more members to assist in developing responses and 
advocacy proposals. For example, we were simply unable to 
provide a submission to the ACT Government on its Draft 
Climate Change Strategy, which was due in March, or to the 
NSW Government on its commercialisation of parks program 
late last year. 

I am very aware that we are a volunteer organisation and we 
all have roles outside the NPA. And of course, many NPA 
members are active in our own work parties, walks programs 
and subcommittees, as well as working for other volunteer 
organisations and Park Care. I also know from conversations 
with NPA members that many would like to see the NPA take 
on a greater advocacy role, including responding to national 
issues. But this is simply beyond our resources at the 
moment.  

In trying to make it more attractive and less time consuming 
for NPA members to become involved in developing 
submissions and advocacy, I am hoping we can form an 
informal group of people with relevant expertise. This is NOT 
another committee – no regular meetings. Just, perhaps, a 
monthly email inviting people from within the group to 
develop a submission or advocacy paper, or even to have a 
one-on-one chat over a morning coffee to assist another to 
develop the paper.  

As part of my role on the NPA Committee, I also sit on the 
ACT Government’s Nature Conservation Forum and the ACT 
Conservation Council’s Biodiversity Working Group. Through 
these two bodies we receive advance notice of upcoming 
submissions and advocacy opportunities. I am not, however, 
an ecologist or environmental scientist. Hence my plea for 
interested NPA members to join this group. 

If you are interested or would like to discuss, please get in 
touch.  

Sandy Clugston (sandy@npaact.org.au)

Environment activities report

course ‘Coral Reef Field Studies’ to One Tree Island, which is 
owned by the University of Sydney. Here I snorkelled with 
corals, fishes and other sea animals. Also, I saw a few 
turtles. 

• I love reading! My nightly routine involves reading a chapter 
or two (or more if the plot gets good) before going to sleep. 
If you have any ‘must read’ book recommendations this is 
my call out for them (despite my currently overly long list of 
books that I need to get through)! 

So that's me. I am very excited to help out the NPA 
with their amazing community engagement activities, 
pressuring government on environmental issues and 
other relevant environmental projects, such as the bogs 
and fens project (see the blurb on p. 6). 
If you need to contact me for any reason, get in touch 
via the NPA admin inbox (admin@npaact.org.au) or my 
personal NPA email (margaret@npaact.org.au). 

Margaret Bradley 

Azolla on The Link Pond. Photo by Brian Slee (see p. 23)

mailto:admin@npaact.org.au
mailto:margaret@npaact.org.au
mailto:sandy@npaact.org.au
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Bogs and fens update 
NPA’s bogs and fens community and education project is 
now half-way through its 4-year term (2024–28). The 
project is funded by the Australian Government’s Natural 
Heritage Trust and delivered via ACT Natural Resource 
Management (NRM). 

At the start of the project in 2024 an online survey 
attracted over 200 respondents, significantly higher than an 
ACT NRM online survey held 12 months earlier. The survey 
found 40% of respondents thought there were bogs and 
fens in the Jerrabomberra Wetlands and 18% thought they 
were in the suburbs. 24% did not know what plants and 
animals rely on bogs and fens. A key aim of the project is 
that by the time of the next survey respondents will show a 
greater understanding of the importance of bogs and fens 
to Canberra’s water supply and as a habitat for endangered 
species, such as the Northern Corroboree Frog.  

The project highlights the significance of the wetlands to 
biodiversity and to the ACT’s water catchment, and why it is 
so important to protect them. NPA is working closely with 
ACT Parks and Conservation Service (PCS), particularly 
Namadgi manager Mim Jambrecina and Senior Ranger 
Nathan Kay, whose support has contributed to the success of 
our community engagement activities to date.  

In the months ahead there’ll be more activities, including 
an online forum. Details will be in Burning Issues. Keep 
your eye out for dates so you can join us in learning more 
about these vital ecosystems and how we can best protect 
them. 

To find out more visit the bogs and fens project page on the 
NPA ACT’s website, including our brochure Bogs and fens of 
the ACT: Why we must protect them, published in 2025. 

A summary of events that were organised as part of the 
project between December 2025 and April 2026 is below. 
Our thanks go to Kelly Allison and Nathan Kay, the key 
organisers of these events.  

Stakeholder engagement field day 
Key community groups whose members are likely to visit 
areas that contain bogs and fens, including Friends of the 
Botanic Gardens, Friends of Tidbinbilla and walking clubs, 
attended this 
field day in 
Namadgi led 
by Senior 
Ranger Nathan 
Kay. The 
attendees 
learned how to 
identify bogs 
and fens, 
prevent 
damage to 
them when 
travelling through the area, learned about their threats and 
the species that call them home. Discussions continued over 
lunch at the Namadgi Visitor Centre, with very positive 
feedback and appreciation of the NPA and PCS for organising 
the event.  
A report on this event is available in the newsletter of the 
Field Naturalists of the ACT, Field Natter, Vol 57 Issue 2 
March 2026, pp. 8–10. 

A Hidden Little World: Bogs and fens of the ACT 
This event was held at the Namadgi Visitor Centre. Speakers 
from PCS and the Office of Nature Conservation included Dr 
Matt Bietzel 
on aquatic 
fauna and Dr 
Carla 
Alexandra, 
who gave a 
thought-
provoking 
presentation 
on climate 
change and 
adaptation, 
and the plans already in place to address these in Namadgi. 
The workshop was fully subscribed with 80 participants. 
Lively discussions and interest came from the audience 
along with positive feedback regarding the overall success of 
the event. 

Bogs and fens exhibition at Namadgi National Park 
Visitor Centre 
A photographic exhibition was developed and displayed at 
the Visitor Centre. The exhibition was installed to 
complement the workshop (described above) and again 
received positive feedback. It featured the flora and fauna of 
bogs and fens, threats to their existence and restoration and 
conservation efforts and brought bogs to the people rather 
than people to the bogs, providing attendees with a real-life 
experience without the potential negative impact of 
damaging the delicate ecosystem. 

Rosemary Hollow and Margaret Bradley

Field day at Ginini Flats. Photo by Jenny Barnes

Bogs and fens workshop. Photo by David Cunningham

Cotter source bog. Photo by Mark Jekabsons

Veined Sun Orchid

SphagnumAlpine Bottlebrush

Harvestman

Some close-ups from the exhibition. Photos by Malcolm Watson

https://www.npaact.org.au/bogs-and-fens-project
https://www.npaact.org.au/images/pdf/2025/Bogs%20and%20fens%20of%20the%20ACT%20-%20why%20we%20must%20protect%20them.pdf
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15,000 Bogong 
Moths missing? 
Living in Canberra it is difficult to not 
be aware of the Bogong Moth. They are 
familiar to us around our evening lights 
during the warmer months and have 
been immortalised in artwork 
throughout the city (see NPA Bulletin 
December 2023). They are also 
important in local Australian 
Indigenous culture. 

However, the Bogong Moth's 
distribution and annual migration paths 
to and from the Australian Alps, where 
they spend their summers, are largely 
unknown, which makes conservation 
actions very difficult. After a big decline 
in numbers about a decade ago, the 
species (Agrotis infusa) was listed as 
endangered on the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature Red List in 
2021. 

A project Bogong Watch led by a team 
of researchers from Western Sydney 
University to ‘tag’ and track Bogong 
Moths received wide publicity earlier 
this year (see for example this article 
on the ABC). Almost 15,000 moths 
were tagged. 

In an April 2026 update, the project team 
advised that the moths all left their 
mountain cave shortly after the tagging 
finished.  

The objective of the project is for someone 
to now spot one of the tagged Bogong 
Moths, most likely around a light at night in 
towns near the Australian Alps, such as 
Canberra. Observers, some with designated 
bug lanterns, have been waiting for one to 
show up.  

As of late May, that still hadn’t occurred!  

The researchers never expected large 
numbers of tagged moths to be found but 
hoped for at least a few. It’s less likely as 
winter approaches, but who knows. 

Although finding no tagged moths is not the 
desired outcome, the project team points 
out that information on where Bogongs are 
NOT turning up is still highly valuable. These 
kinds of landscape-scale observations have 
rarely been recorded in Australia.  

The project team is of course keen to hear 
from anyone who may have seen a tagged 
moth. Observations can still be logged via a form at www.bogong.org/tagging 
(the website also describes how to identify a Bogong Moth).  

One reason no tagged moths have been seen, apart from the fact they disperse 
over a huge area of south-east Australia, could be that there are insufficient 
people out looking for them or using bug lanterns. The project team is keen to 
buy more lanterns and currently have a campaign to raise funds, potentially 
enabling a repeat of the tagging project in 2027.

Tagged Bogong Moth.  
Photo from Western Sydney University

A map of the distribution of bogs and 
fens in the ACT’s high country was also 
shown as part of the exhibition. They 
are found in alpine, subalpine and 
montane environments, often in places 
where trees won’t grow. In the ACT 

they are solely in Namadgi 
National Park, at the northern 
extremity of the Australian Alps. 
They cover an area of 740 ha (less 
than 1% of Namadgi) mostly at 
altitudes between 720 m and 
1,720 m above sea level. Small 
bogs near the summits of mounts 
Bimberi and Murray are higher. 
The Ginini Flats Wetland Complex 
is the largest intact sphagnum bog 
in the ACT and is Ramsar listed.  

In south-eastern Australia bogs 
are characterised by the presence 
of sphagnum moss while fens are 
characterised by the presence of 
Carex (sedge) and a lack of 
sphagnum (see All about bogs, 
NPA Bulletin June 2025). The well-
known Nursery Swamp is a fen 
and the other well-known swamp 
in Namadgi, Rotten Swamp, is a 
bog. 

The ACT’s bogs and fens are listed 
both locally and nationally as 
endangered. Many were severely 
damaged by the 2003 Canberra and 2020 Orroral Valley fires. Ginini was the 
only high-country bog that didn’t burn in the most recent fire. A lot of work has 
been done to help the ACT’s bogs and fens recover by controlling invasive 
species, managing fire damage and restoring hydrology, as they are vital to 
Canberra’s water supply. Climate change and the possibility of more frequent 
bushfires into the future means, however, that they remain under threat. 

Philip Gatenby

Bogs and fens – 
where are they?

Rotten Swamp, a high country bog post 2020 fire.  
Three photos by Mark Jekabsons

Repair work at Rotten Swamp 2025.  
Photo by Philip Gatenby

  
Craig Watson

Little Creamy Flat from above

Nursery Swamp from above

https://www.npaact.org.au/images/Bulletin/2023/Vol60No4Dec2023.pdf
https://www.bogong.org/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-03-05/scientists-tagging-bogong-moths-to-solve-mystery/106416680
http://www.bogong.org/tagging
https://www.npaact.org.au/images/Bulletin/2025/tinywow_Vol62No2Jun2025_81097936.pdf
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The environment wins 
the brumby wars
Love them or loathe them, brumbies, particularly 
those in national parks, evoke strong emotions. 
Supporters see them as beautiful animals infused 
with the spirit of The Man from Snowy River (based 
on Banjo Paterson’s 1890 poem) and the World 
War I Light Horse Brigades. Opponents see them as 
destroyers of pristine waterways, delicate soil and 
small mammal habitats. One thing all sides might 
agree on though is that there are a lot of them in 
Australia: over 400,000, the largest feral horse 
population in the world. Of these up to about 25,000 
have inhabited the Australian Alps National Parks 
(three-quarters of them in Kosciuszko). 

John Barilaro, National Party member for the NSW 
lower-house seat of Monaro between 2011 and 
2021, and one-time party leader, was firmly in the 
brumby supporters’ camp. After encouragement 
from a former Monaro National Party representative 
and brumby tour operator, Peter Cochran, he had a 
special piece of legislation passed in June 2018. The 
Kosciuszko Wild Horse Heritage Act 2018 guaranteed a 
significant number of feral horses could indefinitely remain 
in NSW’s premier alpine national park. The legislation 
ignited a passionate, high-profile campaign to have it 
repealed, a campaign that finally succeeded last November, 
some seven years after the legislation was first passed. This 
is the story of that campaign, one the NPA ACT supported 
from the get-go. 

Brumby legislation and implementation 
The Kosciuszko Wild Horse Heritage Act was controversial 
even before it was enacted. Opponents argued it gave a 
special status to an introduced species, one that no other 
introduced species had. They also said that the delicate 
alpine environment of Kosciuszko simply couldn’t sustain a 
feral horse population; the horses were putting ever more 
pressure on the park. In 2000, there were about 5,000 
there but by 2022, the official estimate was in the range of 
14,500 to 23,500. Under Barilaro’s bill, the NSW 
Government determined that 3,000 of those could stay. 
Even that number would have a huge impact.  

The first major action of the campaign – Save Kosciuszko – 
was an ambitious 36-day walk from Sydney to Kosciuszko’s 

summit in late 2018 as a protest against the legislation and 
to raise awareness ahead of the March 2019 NSW election. 
The walk covered 560 km and had 500 participants, 
including many NPA ACT members, with five people 
trekking the entire distance (reported, with other aspects of 
the campaign, in NPA Bulletin March 2019). The walk 
featured a large protest outside Barilaro’s Queanbeyan office 
and later a helicopter circled as brightly coloured protestors 
reached the Kosciuszko summit. At the time of the walk, the 
first of three petitions against the legislation secured 12,300 
signatures, grassroots support ensuring the issue would not 
go away. Ultimately, the Save Kosciuszko walk evolved into 
Reclaim Kosci led by the Invasive Species Council. 

After the legislation was passed, more than three years 
went by before the first Kosciuszko National Park Wild Horse 
Heritage Management Plan was published in November 
2021. The plan stated that about a third of the park – 
mainly the Long Plain, Tantangara and Byadbo areas – 
would be feral horse ‘retention’ areas with the other two-
thirds being ‘prevention’ or ‘removal’ areas. The plan set a 
maximum feral horse population of 3,000 to be achieved by 
June 2027. Crucially, it ruled out aerial culling, arguing 
‘there is a significant risk that the implementation of an 

aerial shooting program will result in a loss of 
the social licence to remove wild horses from 
the national park’. This, a blow to reducing feral 
horse numbers, was largely a carryover from 
an aerial culling campaign in Guy Fawkes 
National Park in 2000, which, while 
misrepresented in the media (see NPA Bulletin 
June 2024), had sparked a community 
backlash. The fallout meant that brumbies 
could only be removed through trapping and 
ground shooting, creating scant confidence that 
the 3,000 target would ever be reached.  

Senate inquiry, start of aerial culling  
A major influence in changing the attitude 
towards aerial culling in Kosciuszko was a 2023 
federal Senate inquiry Impacts and 
management of feral horses in the Australian 
Alps. The Senate Committee made 14 
recommendations, including that the NSW 

Walk's end, Kosciuszko's summit. Photo by Di Thompson

Linda Groom with bushwalkers  
signing the petition at Charlotte Pass January 2024. Photo supplied by Reclaim Kosci

https://www.npaact.org.au/bulletin/bulletin-vol-56-no-1-mar-2019
https://www.npaact.org.au/images/Bulletin/2024/Vol61No2Jun2024.pdf
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/committees/reportsen/RB000047/toc_pdf/ImpactsandmanagementofferalhorsesintheAustralianAlps.pdf
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/committees/reportsen/RB000047/toc_pdf/ImpactsandmanagementofferalhorsesintheAustralianAlps.pdf
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/committees/reportsen/RB000047/toc_pdf/ImpactsandmanagementofferalhorsesintheAustralianAlps.pdf
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Government allow aerial shooting as a feral horse control 
method. The Committee said that extensive fragile 
ecosystem damage was being caused by the hard-hoofed 
feral horses and that 12 species were at risk of extinction 
as a result. It even stated that the NSW brumby legislation 
‘directly contradicts’ the Commonwealth Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 and 
may be unconstitutional. The inquiry put pressure on the 
NSW Labor Environment Minister, Penny Sharpe, who 
announced in August 2023 that she was considering 
permitting aerial culling. During this time a second petition 
was organised by the Reclaim Kosci campaign, this one 
gathering 15,300 signatures. Finally, on 27 October 2023, 
just weeks after the Senate Committee released its report, 
Sharpe gave the go-ahead to aerial culling in the 
Kosciuszko National Park, saying there were ‘simply too 
many’ feral horses in the park. 
Throughout 2024, parts of Kosciuszko National Park were 
closed so that the aerial culling could be rolled out. A pro-
brumby organisation, the Snowy Mountains Bush Users 
Group, sought an injunction against the move in the NSW 
Supreme Court arguing the environment minister had 
been wrongly informed about its impact. In August 2024, 
however, the court dismissed the action, determining that 
‘the information provided to the minister was not 
inadequate or misleading’. There were several groups that 
voiced strong support for brumbies in Kosciuszko. At times 
their advocacy was strident but they rarely seemed to 
have the same organisational and strategic capacity that 
the Reclaim Kosci campaign had. Their failed Supreme 
Court action was the closest they ever went to seriously 
challenging the campaign to overturn the wild 
horse legislation. 
Repeal of the bill 
By July 2024, almost 9,000 feral horses had been 
removed from the park and, for the first time, the 
NSW Government became confident the 3,000 
target was within reach. Pleasing though this was, 
brumbies were still going to have a major impact 
on Kosciuszko’s environment, and they were still 
being afforded protection that no other introduced 
species had. So, a third petition was initiated by 
the Reclaim Kosci campaign, one aimed squarely 
at overturning the 2018 legislation. This petition 
was organised by campaign coordinator, Linda 
Groom, who criss-crossed NSW seeking signatures 
with help from lots of volunteers, including many 
NPA ACT members. Over a 12-month period, 

11,300 signatures were obtained with more 
than 400 gleaned on a single day, Australia 
Day 2025, at Rawsons Pass just below the 
Kosciuszko summit. The aim was to reach 
10,000 signatures, which would entitle the 
petition to be formally presented and debated 
in the NSW lower house. 

In May 2025, about 100 Reclaim Kosci 
supporters attended the NSW parliamentary 
debate on the petition at which Labor, Liberal, 
Greens and independent MPs spoke in support 
of the repeal. The NSW Government’s lower 
house environment spokesperson stunned the 
campaigners, however, by saying that, 
although the government was sympathetic to 
the repeal, it was ‘not a priority at this time’. 
What did this mean, the campaigners 
wondered. Did it mean the NSW Government 
would never really support the repeal (even 
though Labor had attempted its own repeal 

when in opposition in 2019) or that it would support the 
repeal at a later time? Turned out, it meant the latter. The 
independent lower house member for Wagga Wagga, Joe 
McGirr, whose electorate takes in part of the Kosciuszko 
National Park, sponsored a private member’s bill that would 
finally overturn the legislation. To beef up support for his bill, 
Reclaim Kosci volunteers phoned many supporters urging 
them to lobby their local NSW MP. 

Support from the Liberal Party would be key to success. 
Without it, passage of the repeal bill through the upper house 
was far from assured. And, happily, after many discussions 
with Jack Gough, CEO of the Invasive Species Council, the 
Liberals came on board, even though it meant breaking with 
their National Party coalition partners. Then leader, Mark 
Speakman, said Kosciuszko ‘is one of the most important 
natural environments we have in this country, and we have 
to preserve it. That means this heritage bill needs to go’. 
McGirr’s bill passed the lower house in October 2025. Then, 
after much procedural intrigue, passed the upper house the 
following month. Environment Minister, Penny Sharpe, said 
‘this bill will ensure horses are treated the same way as other 
invasive species in NSW national parks’. There are still further 
steps involved in ridding Kosciuszko of brumbies, including 
adoption of a new Wild Horses management plan (the 2021 
one being in force until 2027), but people power and the 
environment won out. The Reclaim Kosci campaign showed 
it’s one thing to have passion, it’s another to have strategy. 
At the end of the day, it had that vital ingredient in spades 
and the Kosciuszko National Park can finally look forward to a 
brumby free future. 

Greg Buckman 

Peter Garrett presenting photo by Charles Davis to Linda Groom and Peter Conroy. Photo by Ben Hutchings

After repeal of the brumby bill passed the upper house, from left:  
Jack Gough (Invasive Species Council CEO), Jeremy Buckingham MLC, Penny Sharpe MLC,  

Richard Swain (Invasive Species Council) and Jacqui Munro MLC.  
Photo supplied by Invasive Species Council
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Nothing really prepares you for Antarctica. When I finally 
had the chance to see it first hand, I was struck by the 
sheer, untamed beauty of this vast wilderness. Despite 
having watched plenty of documentaries about the 
seventh continent over the years, being there in person 
was an entirely different experience. 

Antarctica, the continent  
Antarctica lies at the southernmost point of the planet. It 
is renowned as the coldest, driest and windiest continent, 
almost entirely covered by ice and largely uninhabited. 

Antarctica is crucial for regulating the Earth's climate and 
ocean currents. This region is also home to important 
wildlife species, including penguins, seals, whales and a 
variety of other seabirds. 

The continent is governed by the complex, multi-country 
Antarctic Treaty System, designed to preserve Antarctica 
for peaceful scientific research and environmental 
protection. 

The journey south 
Our voyage began on a small eco-friendly vessel. We set 
sail from Ushuaia (Argentina), the world’s southernmost 
town. Crossing the infamous Drake Passage, we faced a 
severe storm with near hurricane-force winds and waves 
towering over 8 metres. It was a mesmerising 
demonstration of the sea's power. 

Once we entered the calmer waters of the South Shetland 
Islands, both passengers and crew breathed a sigh of 

relief. From there, we continued to the Antarctic Peninsula, 
where we were greeted by breathtaking mountains, snow, 
ice, abundant wildlife, and two centuries of fascinating human 
history in this harsh environment. 

Exploring Antarctica 
After undergoing strict biosecurity measures, we began 
exploring. Sometimes we cruised among icebergs in zodiac 
boats. Other times, we went ashore to visit colonies of 
penguins and seals, often accompanied by scores of seabirds 
– Antarctic petrels, cormorants and albatross being the most 
commonly seen. 

The waters were teeming with humpback whales, and one 
day we even had a rare close-up encounter with a pod of 
Antarctic killer whales (actually, a member of the dolphin 
family). Interestingly, these orcas appeared brown and yellow 
– rather than the more usual black and white – due to a 
plankton film known as diatoms. 

Penguins and seals 
We observed three species of penguins: adelie, chinstrap, and 
gentoo. The season’s chicks had already hatched and were 
playfully interacting with their parents. Some adult penguins 
were undergoing their annual ’catastrophic moult,’ losing all 
their feathers and growing new ones. During this time, they 
cannot swim or feed, standing still for weeks, a vulnerable 
and miserable time. 

An adventure in Antarctica

Portal Point land excursion. Photo by Julie Chandelier

Portal Point zodiac excursion. Photo by Julie Chandelier

Going through Lemaire Channel. Photo by Cynthia Burton
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