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Greetings everyone 
The influence of NPA ACT and the high regard 
in which we are held for our environmental 
work were apparent this year. Our ability to 
engage community and ACT Government 
support will be made clear in the 2025–26 
annual report, which I am pleased to present 
below.  

It was especially pleasing, after several years of 
representations to the ACT Government, to receive 
generous government funding for our activities over the 
next 3 years. 

Behind these achievements is a hard-working 
committee, efficient office staff and a committed 
membership base who make all this possible.  

I look forward to seeing many of you at our 
Christmas party on 6 December. 

Rosemary Hollow

From the President

Several successful community events and a significant 
boost to our finances through generous grants, donations 
and fundraising were among the highlights of the year. 
As a result, we ended the year with a profit of $24,667, 
compared to $604 last year (see finance report on p. 4). 
Outings 
Mike Bremers, 
assisted by Philip 
Gatenby, Brian Slee 
and outings leaders, 
provided a full program 
each quarter that 
included bush and 
urban walks, snowshoe 
trips, kayaking and 
mountain biking. Our online events calendar has been highly 
effective and popular for booking and organising outings. As 
well as running our own outings, we have also led interclub 
Wednesday walks.  
Work parties  
In November 2025, members of the Gudgenby Bush 
Regeneration Group – the Gudgenby Bushies – voted to 
wind up the group as an incorporated association and 
continue its activities as an NPA project. In addition to our 
regular work parties, the Gudgenby Bushies will continue to 
focus on the Gudgenby Valley, extending their work beyond 
rehabilitation of the former pine plantation (see p. 26). 

Of the nine ‘regular’ 
work parties held, six 
were in Namadgi and 
three in other 
reserves. A cause for 
celebration was the 
conclusion of an 11-
year project to 
remove 12 km of 
redundant stock 
fences in the 

Gudgenby Valley (see p. 6). Other work parties involved 
tree planting in the Murrumbidgee Corridor (see p. 27) and 
conifer control in the Bendora and former Piccadilly 
arboretums. 
Gudgenby Bushies held 10 work parties. Together NPA and 
Gudgenby Bushies now field 26 ‘regulars’ for work parties 
coordinated by Martin Chalk, Doug Brown and Michaela 
Popham.  
A tree-planting day run in conjunction with the ACT 
Government in May attracted more than 60 volunteers who 
turned out to plant, water and mulch around 700 plants 
(see p. 25). The response was especially pleasing as it 
attracted many participants who were non-members. The 
ACT Government has regularly acknowledged our capacity 
to achieve results and on the strength of this provided 
$10,000 for the event. 

Rosenberg’s Goanna project 
Our citizen science Rosenberg’s Goanna project, led by Don 
Fletcher, focused on DNA sampling to try to establish whether the 
ACT goannas are a separate species or sub-species in the hope 
that this will lead to further protection for the goannas under 
federal legislation. This work was given a boost with a $20,000 
grant from the ACT Office of Nature Conservation and a 
fundraising campaign run through our social media and website 
that raised more than $15,000 from members and the community. 
Bogs and fens 
Our 4-year program to 
raise community 
awareness of the 
ecological significance of 
the ACT’s high country 
bogs and fens passed 
the half-way mark this 
year. Highlights were a 
well-attended workshop 
at Namadgi in March 
and a webinar in June, 
which we organised 
with ACT Parks, and the 
production of a short 
video, which features on 
our new YouTube channel (see below). The project is funded by 
the Australian Government’s Natural Heritage Trust and delivered 
via ACT Natural Resource Management. 
Communications and publications  
We were pleased to add YouTube to our communication channels. 
Our first post was a short video on bogs and fens, produced by 
NPA volunteers. Our Facebook and Instagram following continues 
to grow steadily. One Facebook post notched up over one million 
views and boosted the number of our followers. Thanks go to our 
social media team: Allan Sharp, Jim Lehane and Margaret Bradley.  
The Bulletin team of editors Brian Slee, Philip Gatenby, Allan Sharp 
and Craig Watson, designer Sabine Friedrich, copy editors Therese 
Smith, Isobel Crawford and Lynn Bloomfield, and proof-reader 
Kerry Blackburn continues to produce a quality publication, with 
members contributing much of the content. A survey of members 
this year found strong support for the magazine.  
Our monthly e-newsletter Burning Issues kept members apprised 
of coming events, with thanks due to editor Marie Santsingh. Marie 
has much improved our communications with members through 
the development and management of our Mailchimp account and 
office systems.  

Meetings 
With falling numbers at our monthly meetings, the committee 
reluctantly decided to move to quarterly meetings at the earlier 
time of 6.30 pm. Early results are promising and showing 
increased attendance at meetings.  

Advocacy  
We were delighted when the ACT Government announced the 
allocation of $30,000 a year for the next 3 years as part of this 
year's budget to help us with running costs for some of our 

Annual Report 2025–26

Photo by Alana Foster at Serenity Rocks

Photo by Phillip Moore

Photo by Nathan Kay
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community engagement programs. The funding will also 
open up opportunities for new initiatives. 
Regular meetings with ACT ministers and senior 
government officials enable us to have a voice in 
important decisions relating to the environment. In 
these meetings, we have raised our concerns about 
funding and staffing levels for the Parks Service, which 
has the huge responsibility of managing 70% of the ACT.  
In February, I was invited to participate in a pre-budget 
briefing by treasurer Chris Steel, where I had the 
opportunity to express my concerns to the Treasurer 
personally.  
Don Fletcher provided valued input to our submissions 
on significant ACT environmental issues. This year we 
prepared several papers, including on the Buru (Eastern 
Grey Kangaroo) draft management plan for controlled 
native species; a draft technical report on managing 
wombats; and on the draft of the Nature Conservation 
Strategy (2026–36). We also prepared a paper on NPA’s 
position on macropod culling. All these papers are on the 
NPA website.  

Membership 
Membership remained steady at around 450, and membership 
officer Therese Smith has done excellent work supporting new and 
renewing members. 
Committee 
The committee met monthly. My special thanks to treasurer Jenny 
Barnes, who will remain on the committee in 2026–27 but will hand 
over her financial responsibilities to Therese Smith. I also thank 
Rhys Hardy for the excellent job he has done as secretary this year. 
Rhys will remain on the committee, but the office of secretary will 
be taken on by Margaret Bradley. It’s pleasing to see the role of 
vice-president filled by Sandy Clugston, and two new members, 
Peter Dodd and Peter Bascomb, joining the committee in 2026–27. 

Support  
Finally, the success of any organisation depends on its backroom 
staff. We have been well served this year by office managers Kelly 
Allison and Margaret Bradley, bookkeeper Belinda Sierzchula, IT 
contractor Bevan Calliess and Marie Santsingh.  
We look forward to an even more successful 2026–27.

Financial report 2025–26 
In a year of surprises NPA ACT received some 
generous donations and grants, contributing to our 
profit of $24,667, compared to $604 last year. 
Total income was $122,381. Total expenses were 
$97,713 combining cost of sales and operating 
expenses. 
We were pleased to welcome the former Gudgenby 
Bush Regeneration Group, and their remaining 
funds, into NPA.  
The Goanna Guardians fundraising campaign 
raised $15,834 for our long-running Rosenberg’s 
Goanna project. In December 2025, we received a 
$5,941 donation from Paddy Pallin. We also 
received four new grants:  

• $2,000 from the Australian Government’s 
Volunteering grants program to offset our 
insurance expenses 

• $17,151 from ACT Heritage to assist in the 
restoration of Indigenous rock art 

• $20,000 from the ACT Office of Nature 
Conservation to assist with Rosenberg’s 
Goanna DNA analysis 

• $12,233 from ACT Natural Resource 
Management to organise community planting 
at Mount Majura. 

Our field guides remain a reliable 
income source, with gross sales 
of $12,802. Our inventory grew 
by 500 copies with a reprinted 
Field Guide to the Trees of the 
ACT. 
The wider scope of our activities 
saw operational expenses 
increase from $60,372 in 2024–
25 to $92,862 for 2025–26.  
Indicative of the increase in 
donations and grants, our total 
equity at $109,035 is 
substantially higher than $84,368 
the previous year. 
The outlook for 2026–27 is very 
positive. The ACT Government 
announced in its last budget that 
we would receive $30,000 a year 
for 3 years with the aim of 
gaining greater community 
engagement and support for 
protecting local biodiversity and 
natural heritage. 
The full audited financial report is 
available on our website. 

A year of activity and good fortune

Jenny Barnes, Treasurer

Income 2025-26

Grants $65,571

Grants rolled over -$16,465

All donations $29,226

Goanna donations rolled over -$9,867

Membership $15,318

Field guides $12,802

Bubb Fund $13,500

Interest $12,147

Events & delivery $150

Total $122,381

Expenses 2025-26

Wages & superannuation $34,889

Goanna & grant expenses $14,863

ANU - Bubb Fund $13,500

All insurances $5,957

Meetings & office space $5,621

IT & website $5,299

Cost of sales, inventory 
changes 

$4,964

Bulletin $4,114

Consulting & accounting $2,202

Travel, events, office $1,327

Promotions & outreach $1,741

Membership enviro orgs $280

Trailer rego & depreciation $726

Software subscriptions $2,229

Total $97,713

Rosemary Hollow
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New life member Brian Slee is a grassroots conservationist in every 
sense. As well as making an enormous contribution to NPA for nearly 
30 years, Brian is also actively engaged at the community level and 
well-known in his home suburb of Curtin for his work on parks and 
gardens, and for other efforts such as graffiti removal. 

Brian has contributed to NPA in 
many capacities, including as 
walks leader, work party 
participant and organiser, and 
Bulletin editor. At 80, his work 
continues undiminished. 

Soon after joining NPA in the late 
1990s, Brian began leading walks. 
He researched and ‘tested’ many 
new walks to select the best to 
add to the NPA outings calendar. 
In his younger years he focused 
on the Snowy Mountains, and in 
2001 introduced snowshoe day 
trips which remain popular to this 
day.  

More recently he has led popular walks in and around Canberra. His 
reputation for thorough planning and research continues to ensure his 
walks are safe and enjoyable for their participants.  
As a work party participant and organiser, Brian has volunteered 
hundreds of hours of labour over more than two decades to improve 
ACT and nearby NSW parks and reserves. If asked, Brian will often be 
able to tell you what work party sites have been visited, what was 
done and, importantly, when follow-up visits are required. 
Brian has been an NPA Bulletin editor for 8 years now, bringing his 
own style to each edition. His attention to detail and accuracy has 

helped the magazine maintain its status as a 
quality publication. He is also a regular article 
contributor and letter writer, often highlighting 
other members’ achievements.  
Brian is a regular attendee at members 
meetings, a generous donor to NPA, and is 
involved in other allied groups.  
By nature, it’s Brian’s style to contribute in a 
low-key way without drawing attention to 
himself or his achievements. His efforts, 
however, have not gone unnoticed by the NPA. 
He is a worthy recipient of honorary life 
membership.

Brian Slee – grassroots conservationist

Brian Slee. Photo by Peter Anderson-Smith

Mike Bremers – outings coordinator extraordinaire
NPA outings coordinator Mike Bremers has been recognised 
with life membership for his long contribution to the 
organisation, especially his assiduous work in sustaining and 
developing a varied program of events. 
Mike has been an NPA member for nearly 40 years. As Outings 
Subcommittee convenor since 2020, he has organised NPA's 
quarterly walks program. He has encouraged and supported 
new walks leaders, as well as leading walks and other outings 
himself, including snowshoe walking, mountain biking and 
kayaking. 
A keen and experienced kayaker, Mike has led excursions along 
many of the major rivers in the region, including the Murray-
Darling system, and with daughter Angela co-authored Murray-

Darling Journeys. 
Mike initiated the 
popular weekly 
outings emails to 
members and 
streamlined the 
outings program. 
He also helped set 
up and rigorously 
test the events 
calendar and 
outings registration 
for the new NPA 
website. The 

calendar is consistently the most visited link in Burning Issues – 
clearly appreciated by its readership. 

An excellent photographer, Mike has been generous in 
sharing his many arresting images, which feature 
regularly in the NPA Bulletin, newsletters and on social 
media.  
For our 50th anniversary in 2010, Mike organised a team 
of volunteers to scan all issues of the Bulletin back to the 
first issue in 1964 for the NPA website. The PDF-format 
magazine is searchable by key word and provides an 
invaluable historical resource for, and record of, NPA ACT.  
Mike is a regular participant in NPA's work parties and is a 
current member of the NPA committee, having previously 
served on the committee between 2007 and 2011.

Kayaking excursion. Photo by Mike Bremers

Mike at Burin Lookout. Photo by Brian Slee

Brian on a work party. Photo by Martin Chalk

New life members
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When NPA volunteers agreed to begin removing old fences in the 
Gudgenby Valley 11 years ago they little knew what was in store, 
says Martin Chalk 

Former US Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld once famously 
explained that there are known knowns, known unknowns and 
unknown unknowns. I very much doubt that he had the Gudgenby 
fences in mind when making this pronouncement in 2002, or at any 
other time. Nevertheless, his reasoning does apply. 
When NPA and Namadgi rangers met on site in 2015 to discuss 
rehabilitation issues in the Gudgenby Valley, in Namadgi National 
Park, I raised the criss-cross network of redundant stock fences. 
Mindful that some of these had already been partly removed, 
heritage considerations, if any, did not seem to be insurmountable.  
As evidence of our capacity to take on such a task, I cited our 
2 years of removing 14 km of fences at Dananbilla Nature Reserve, 
near Young. Eventually, we were given the go-ahead to proceed.  

Many of the fences were in clear sight, but potentially 
not all. So, I spent some enjoyable, quiet hours 
walking the fences to gather the coordinates of 
turning points and assessing the condition and 
construction of each length of fence.  

I moved some of the ‘unknown unknowns’ to the 
‘known knowns’ category in 
an area bounded by the Old 
Boboyan Road to the east, 
the timbered hills to the west, 
Rendezvous Creek to the 
north and the site of the 
former Boboyan Pines area to 
the south (see detail). 

The fences fell into four broad 
categories: (i) to be removed 
(marked in dark blue); (ii) to 
be retained for heritage or 
management purposes 
(mauve); (iii) to be left in 
place due to difficult access 
and little threat to wildlife 
(red); and (iv) previously 
removed (pale blue). 

With the task list becoming 
clearer, the first work party of 
10 NPA members to clear the 
fences was held on 22 August 
2015.  
Over the following 11 years 
another nine NPA work 
parties, supplemented by 
Gudgenby Bush 
Regeneration Group work 
parties, removed 12 km of 
fence. Most fences 
comprised varying lengths of 
barbed wire, plain wire and 
mesh, supported by around 
4,000 star-pickets.  

The NPA work party on 
27 June 2026 marked the 
completion of work. 

We will now turn our 
attention to the Gudgenby 
fences outside this area and 
continue similar work in the 
Orroral Valley, Stoney Creek 
Nature Reserve, Glendale 
and the Murrumbidgee 
Corridor. 

Martin Chalk is  
NPA Work Party Convener

Mission accomplished – 
now to the next project

Heritage Fence - southern flank of 
Peppermint Hill, Gudgenby, September 2014Gudgenby fences, 28 March 2003

Gudgenby fence arrangements.  
Mapped by Martin Chalk

Photo by Phillip Moore
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NPA ACT has given qualified support to the managed cull of 
Eastern Grey Kangaroos and ‘some other abundant native 
species’ to protect at-risk ecosystems in the ACT. It also 
regards current standards for culling methods as appropriate. 
A position statement1 and background paper2 endorsed by 
the committee say the support is consistent with NPA’s 
constitutional aims and objectives and based on available 
scientific evidence, evidence-based management, consistency 
of management actions and animal welfare considerations.  
It is also in line with current laws and policies of the NSW and 
ACT governments for managing Eastern Grey Kangaroos and 
other macropods in the ACT region. The statement does not 
address other macropod management strategies such as 
fencing, fertility control or fauna-sensitive road design.  
NPA says its support is based on efforts to restore ecological 
balance in favour of critically endangered ecological 
communities. This includes culling abundant native macropod 
species when their impact on the structure of ground-layer 
vegetation in Lowland Natural Temperate Grassland and 
Yellow Box Blakely’s Red Gum Woodland affects the viability 
of other species, including the Striped Legless Lizard. 
Culling native species for economic reasons on rural 
properties is supported provided the conservation status of 
the species is secure and the culling is likely to greatly 
improve the property’s productivity or sustainability. 
Lawful commercial harvesting on properties in NSW 
surrounding the ACT, or Indigenous harvesting of abundant 
populations of native mammal species, while unopposed, must be on 
private land and for consumption or cultural purposes. The conservation 
status of the species in the region must also be secure, and the harvest 
sustainable and supported by high quality counts and ecological 
modelling.  
NPA wants a national change in regulations to allow landowners and not 
just itinerant harvesters to benefit financially from commercial 
harvesting. This would increase incentives to skilfully manage grazing 
pressure on properties to retain and benefit from the harvesting of all 
the major grazing species, not just livestock.  
While satisfied that current standards for culling methods are 
appropriate, NPA says it cannot defend the failure to apply equal animal 

welfare standard to all free-range wild animals 
with the same or greater capacity to perceive 
pain and stress.  
It therefore wants the requirement for 
kangaroos to be shot in the cranium to be 
abandoned and for testing for shooters of all 
species of large, wild, free-range animals to be 
implemented.  

References: 
1 NPA ACT position of macropod culling  
2 Background information on our macropod culling 

policies 

Photo by Allan Sharp

Webinar highlights threats to bogs and fens
The threats to the ACT’s high country bogs and fens from a 
changing climate were laid out at an information-packed webinar 
organised in July. 
More than 70 participants joined the webinar organised by NPA 
ACT as part of its 4-year community education program to raise 
awareness of the need to protect these ecologically fragile 
ecosystems.  
Presentations from an expert panel from the ACT Government 
looked at the impending impacts of climate change on the 
complex ecosystems of bogs and fens from different perspectives. 
Aquatic ecologist Dr Matt Beitzel explained the vital role of 
crayfish, which chop up vegetation and help speed up the nutrient 
cycle essential to the health of the bogs and fens. However, their 
sensitivity to extreme temperatures makes them vulnerable to a 
heating climate. 
Dr Veronica Rodriguez, a plant ecologist and conservation 
manager at the Australian National Botanic Gardens, took the 
audience through a significant study on propagating and 
safeguarding the diversity of threatened subalpine plant species 
in an unpredictable climate.  

The challenges of incorporating climate adaptation 
planning into conservation management were 
explained by Dr Carla Alexandra from the Office of 
Nature Conservation (ONC). As program manager of 
Climate Adaptation for Nature, Dr Alexandra stressed 
the need for realistic and pragmatic management 
approaches.  
Her ONC colleague, ecologist Dr Nina McLean, outlined 
the continuing work being done by the ACT Parks and 
Conservation Service to monitor and rehabilitate some 
of the bogs and fens badly degraded by the Black 
Summer fires that devastated much of Namadgi 
National Park. 

With the community education campaign now past the 
half-way mark, the project team notched up another 
achievement in July with the launch of an NPA YouTube 
channel. The first upload was a short video on bogs 
and fens produced by NPA member Jim Lehane, which 
can be viewed at our YouTube Channel. 

Margaret Bradley

NPA gives qualified support for macropod culls

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M8I2E7cjc2o
https://www.npaact.org.au/images/publication/NPA_position_statement_on_macropod_culling_February_2026.pdf
http://www.apple.com/au/
http://www.apple.com/au/
http://www.apple.com/au/
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Detections of H5N1 bird flu in wild and native seabirds in 
Australia are rising rapidly. We spoke to veterinary virologist and 
epidemiologist, and NPA member Robyn Hall about the 
implications 

NPA: First, a little about 
your own work …  

RH: I have a strong interest 
in infectious disease ecology. 
Broadly, that’s how the host, 
agent and environment 
interact to lead to disease, or 
not, in the individual animal, 
and how infectious diseases 
spread within populations. 

I’ve been watching this strain of the H5 virus since 2020, 
when it first started to spread explosively through wild bird 
populations in Europe and subsequently into Africa, Asia, the 
Americas, and now Australia.  

From around 2020 we were starting to see sustained 
persistence of this ‘high pathogenicity’ form of the H5N1 virus 
in wild birds, with resulting major mortality events in wild 
populations. Historically, high pathogenicity viruses were 
generally restricted to poultry.  

With this strain, the high pathogenicity form spilled back over 
into wild bird populations, leading to spread of ‘pre-formed’ 
high pathogenicity viruses through intercontinental migratory 
flyways. This has caused horrific mortalities in wild bird 
populations globally, and this strain appears to spill over more 
readily into mammalian hosts than previous strains.  

NPA: What work has been done in Australia to prepare 
for the arrival of H5N1? 

RH: Australia has been preparing for this for decades, with 
preparedness activities intensifying since the emergence of 
the current strain in 2020. This has been supported by over 
$113 million invested by the Australian Government.  

Governments, industry, veterinarians, wildlife agencies, 
researchers and public health authorities have worked 
together to assess the risk of the virus reaching Australia, 
strengthen surveillance in wild birds and poultry, develop 
predictive tools, conduct national preparedness exercises, 
update emergency response plans, and provide practical 
guidance for those working with birds and wildlife. We have 

also worked with international partners through networks 
such as the World Organisation for Animal Health.  

NPA: Will it be possible to contain mass deaths 
among native and migratory birds – as well as 
among domestic bird – populations? 

RH: What we’ve seen overseas is a consistent pattern of 
significant mortality events in wild birds and wildlife. It is 
unrealistic to think that the situation will be any different 
in Australia if the virus becomes established. However, the 
scale and location of likely impacts are difficult to predict 
with any certainty. With strict biosecurity and surveillance, 
we have a greater chance of limiting the impacts in our 
domestic bird populations. 

NPA: What species of native birds are most 
susceptible to H5N1? 

RH: Current evidence suggests that birds of prey and 
other predatory or scavenging birds that may eat infected 
carcasses are likely to be particularly susceptible, as are 
those species, such as colonial seabirds, that live in dense 
colonies. We also know that a genetic defect in black 
swans makes them highly susceptible.  

NPA: Is vaccination a feasible option to protect bird 
populations?  

RH: Internationally, vaccination of wild birds against H5 
has been done in some specific highly threatened species 
with the aim of preventing extinction or severe population 
decline. Vaccination requires injection of individual birds, 
followed by a booster dose given a month later, making it 
logistically challenging in most free-ranging populations.  

Australia braced for H5N1

Robyn Hall

Black Swans – highly susceptible to H5N1

All photos by Allan Sharp
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NatureMapr co-founder Michael Mulvaney and 
grasslands campaigner Sarah Sharp have been 
honoured with Lifetime Achievement Awards 
in the Conservation Council ACT Region’s 2026 
Environment Awards. 

A Canberra-based botanist, biologist and 
ecologist, Michael has served in senior 
conservation roles with the ACT Government. As 
well as co-founding the citizen science platform 
NatureMapr, he has shared generous time and 
knowledge with conservation volunteers, citizen 
scientists and students. He has been the driver of 
the community-led Red Hill Regenerators Group, 
which has worked for the past 40 years to 
transform Red Hill from degraded sheep paddocks 
to box gum woodlands. 

Sarah’s contribution to conserving grassy 
ecosystems in the ACT spans more than 30 years 
in the government and non-government sectors. 
As the Grasslands Project Officer for the ACT 
Government in the early 1990s, she was involved 
in the first comprehensive mapping of grasslands 
and in preparations to protect grasslands and 
threatened grassland species. Sarah helped 
establish Friends of Grasslands in 1994 and has 
served in executive roles in the organisation.  

A group of Telopea Park School students, known as the Telopea Eco-
délégués, won the Young Environmentalist of the Year award for 
its outstanding leadership in environmental sustainability within the 
school and wider community. A member of the group, Aurore 
Severac, received special recognition for her work.  
The Working Together Award was won by Friends of Grasslands 
(FOG) for their work to conserve the natural temperate grasslands 
and grassy woodlands of southeastern Australia. Highly commended 
in this category were The Recyclery for its community-led bicycle 
repair and reuse initiative, and ACT Council of Social Services for a 
successful pilot program to help 
organisations develop climate 
adaptation plans.  
Winner of the Environmental 
Protection Award was the citizen 
science initiative, TurtleWatch that 
monitors and protects Eastern 
long-necked turtles (see p. 27). 
Lyn Smith was highly commended 
for her work to have dingoes 
recognised in the ACT as a native 
animal, and Caroline Le Couteur as 
the driver of the community group 
Friends of Mawson Ponds. 

See the Conservation Council website 
for full details of the awards.

Awards recognise lifetime achievers

Winners Sarah Sharp and Michael Mulvaney. 
Photo by Conservation Council ACT Region

The Australian Government has investigated a vaccine 
against H5 bird flu, and trials have been done in a range of 
non-poultry bird species. The policy and regulatory 
arrangements for potential vaccination of rare, protected or 
valuable bird species are being worked through. 
NPA: Apart from birds, what other native species are 
susceptible? 
RH: Overseas, disease in mammals due to H5 bird flu has 
been seen most commonly in predatory or scavenging 
species, such as cats and foxes, and in marine mammals. 
Predators or scavengers appear particularly susceptible 
because they can be exposed to large amounts of virus when 
feeding on infected birds or carcasses. Marine mammals are 
believed to become infected when they come into contact 
with infected wild birds or their faeces, consume infected bird 
carcasses, or are exposed to virus-contaminated water or 
environments.  
We don’t know about the susceptibility of marsupials. I’m not 
aware of any reports of infection in any captive Australian 
marsupials overseas. Presumably, predatory/scavenging 
species are likely to be at higher risk than our herbivores. 
Influenza A viruses do not cause disease in reptiles, 
amphibians, fish or invertebrates. 
NPA: Should H5N1 become established here, what is 
the usual pattern: do mass deaths occur in waves or 
will they be ongoing? 
RH: Experience overseas suggests that bird deaths are more 
likely to occur in recurring waves rather than as a constant, 
ongoing event. Large mortality events have often coincided 
with seasonal bird movements, migration and breeding 
events (e.g. nesting colonies), when many susceptible birds 
gather together. However, H5 has also shown an ability to 
persist in wild bird populations for years, causing repeated 
outbreaks and ongoing spillovers into poultry and other 
animal species. Australia’s unique mix of wildlife, climate and 
migration pathways makes it difficult to predict exactly how 
the disease would behave here. 

NPA: Are there any promising lines of research that 
might lead to the eradication or containment of H5N1? 

RH: I think eradication or containment of a virus like H5 is 
unrealistic once established in local populations, given the 
really wide host range, the speed and scale of what we’ve 
seen globally, and because many individuals can be infected 
without showing disease. While we were able to eradicate 
H7 high pathogenicity avian influenza outbreaks in Australia 
in the past, those viruses only become high pathogenicity 
following mutation in poultry, and they don’t then establish 
in wild bird populations. H5 is a significantly different virus. 

Indeed, the National Management Agreement for H5 bird 
flu has decided that eradication of H5 bird flu in wildlife is no 
longer considered feasible.  

If you suspect a wild animal may be infected with H5 bird flu: 

AVOID contact with sick or dead wildlife and their 
environment. Observe from a distance and keep pets away. 

RECORD what you see, the location the animal was found, 
and take photos or video if it is safe to do so. 

REPORT any unusual sickness or mass mortality events in 
wildlife via the Emergency Animal Disease Hotline on 
1800 675 888.

https://wildlifehealthaustralia.com.au/Portals/0/ResourceCentre/H5BirdFlu/H5_bird_flu_FAQs.pd
https://conservationcouncil.org.au/blog/2026/06/10/winners-of-the-act-enviornment-awards-announced/
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For information on NPA ACT activities, please visit our  

website: www.npaact.org.au and follow us: 

	Instagram:	 www.instagram.com/npa_act/ 

	Facebook:	 www.facebook.com/NationalParksAssociationOfTheACT

http://www.npaact.org.au
https://www.instagram.com/npa_act/
http://www.facebook.com/NationalParksAssociationOfTheACT
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