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Letter to the Editor- Rational approach needed in dingo management  
 
Dingoes continue to get a bad press from farmers bordering Namadgi Park, with the 
Canberra Times reporting (18 May 2025) concerns by Peter and Laura Luton that 
changing the name ‘wild dogs’ to ‘dingoes’ will lead to less baiting and trapping of 
‘wild dogs’ by Parks and Conservation. 
 
While sympathising with the Lutons’ recent loss of sheep, the National Parks 
Association of the ACT (NPA) would welcome a review of the entire management 
system, including use of more accurate labels wherever appropriate. DNA testing of 
Namadgi’s ‘wild dogs’ has shown these animals are native dingoes. Misleading labels 
such as ‘wild dog’, ‘feral dog’ and ‘hybrid’ should no longer be found in any credible 
communication. 
 
The wild dingo population has its harmful impacts but also huge ecological benefits, 
and needs to be managed in a new, evidence-based and rational manner. Prevailing 
thinking is based on ideas about pastoralism from the post-World War era and 
should be tested, challenged, and changed where necessary to forge a thoroughly 
defensible policy for the future. The NPA wrote to the ACT Government a year ago 
suggesting the need for thorough re-examination. 
 
NPA encourages governments to review dingo management in the high country and 
apply the best scientific thinking to develop plans that will support future defensible 
management of dingoes.  
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