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HATCHLING PATROLS – INTRODUCTION AND INSTRUCTIONS (2026/27) 

Why do hatchling patrols? 

Hatchling patrols are enjoyable and advance goanna research. They are small bushwalks in Namadgi 

National Park, done in spring, to find nests of Rosenberg’s Goannas by inspecting a set of known 

termite mounds. Basic navigation is required using a smartphone mapping app or a GPS. 

Confidentiality 

Participants will be provided with the coordinates of Nasutitermes termite mounds in Naas Valley. 

This information would assist black market goanna pirates therefore participants must agree not to 

pass these data to anyone, and to delete them from your electronic storage devices, at the end of 

the patrol period each year. If you don’t agree, don’t participate. 

What happens- short version 

Prior to visiting, participants are given a file containing coordinates of termite mounds to load into 

their smartphone mapping app or GPS. On the day, each person or group is given a clipboard with a 

list of about 20 termite mounds to inspect, and a map showing a circuit route to visit them all. You 

use your phone or GPS to navigate from one mound to the next, and back to the start, recording 

whether each mound has a hatchling exit hole. We meet up again before returning to the Namadgi 

Visitor Centre. 

Figure 1: Rosenberg’s Goanna hatchlings often bask on the termite mound for a few minutes 

before they are warm enough to begin foraging in the surrounding bush. 

 

 

Termite mounds which contain nests of Rosenberg’s Goannas can be easily identified by the 

distinctive exit hole used by the hatchlings as they come and go daily. In previous years, 10% of 

inspected mounds contained such a nest at some point during the spring.   
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How to recognise hatchling exit holes 

Nothing else is like a hatchling exit hole. They are ~ 1.5 cm in diameter when new, becoming wider 

as the hatchlings grow, up to ~ 3 cm. They are proper deep tunnels, not shallow depressions, and 

often you can push a blade of grass well down inside them (or a fibrescope). They are usually high up 

the side of the mound. You cannot see the bottom of a hatchling exit hole, unlike the shallow holes 

made by falling branches, insects, etc.  

Figures 2a to 2d: Hatchling exit holes on a rainy day, pictured by Trish M. and Julie C. 
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Is this activity for you?  

A patrol requires a few hours of off-track walking, up and down steep, rocky, scrubby areas. It can be 

difficult and tiring especially on a hot day. If you are either young or fit, it is easy. If you are relatively 

comfortable with walking off-track, it is enjoyable. There are good views on most patrols and the 

environment is superb. We often see interesting bird species including Wedge Tailed Eagle, Brown 

Goshawk, Rainbow Bee Eater, Olive Backed Oriole, Brown Quail, Painted Button Quail and Noisy 

Friarbird. I enjoy all the patrols though I am 74 and a bit overweight and underexercised, but I have 

had some bushwalking experience.  

Usual daily schedule – more detailed version 

We meet at the Namadgi Visitor Centre, at a chosen time between 0630 and 0830. We wash the 

underside of the vehicles which will going behind locked gates. (People whose vehicles will go into 

the park often arrive a bit earlier to save time and avoid the queue at the high pressure washer). At 

the Visitor Centre:  

• we sign on (see the Indemnity Form at the back of this document); 

• I provide an introductory briefing, allocate patrols to people and hand out CB radios and 

clipboards which contain maps and forms;  

• you record or memorise the code for the locked gate; 

• we car pool.  

Then we drive to the site, where people head off on their assigned patrols, starting from waypoints 

named ‘Start_HlngPtrl_A’, ‘Start_HlngPtrl_B’, etc. Then you use your phone/GPS to find the next 

termite mound, with its number written on pink flagging tape.  

Don’t necessarily follow the straight line shown on the printed map and your phone/GPS. Go by the 

easiest route, skirting around obstacles such as steep areas and patches of thick scrub. 

Many people eat their lunch part way through their patrol. Before heading home we meet up again 

near the cars for late lunch or early afternoon tea. On hot days some people cool off in the river.  

Unscheduled activities also happen, such as catching adult goannas if we see them, and after the 

patrols are over I will stay for jobs such as checking cameras and traps for hatchlings. You are 

welcome to stay to help with that if you wish. 

Figure 3: Adult female Rosenberg’s Goannas occasionally visit their nests 
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Equipment to take 

• You need the usual things for a one day Namadgi bushwalk (hat, water, small backpack, rain 

parka, lunch, basic first aid kit, etc); 

• Bushwalking gaiters are popular. Long trousers much more so. Some people wear gloves as 

blackthorn protection. I have cut the tips out of two ‘fingers’ of my gloves to enable me to use 

my navigation devices and my camera. (I will bring a few spare gloves you can borrow). 

• A clipboard (provided) holding a map and form for the patrol that you will be walking and a 

pencil.   

• A smartphone running a mapping app such as Avenza, Back Country Navigator or Gaia, or a GPS, 

into which you have loaded the .gpx or .pdf file that I will email to you, containing the waypoints 

of the Nasutitermes mounds. Note that the paid/subscription version of apps and maps is 

needed. The free versions are a waste of time. 

• Your device also needs a detailed contour map. For Avenza I email you the contour map. Gaia 

comes with a good topographic map. For Back Country Navigator, it is essential that you 

download the NSW SIX Topographic Map. For GPS devices, maps can be purchased from Garmin 

at considerable expense. 

Figure 4: Paul and Julie - well equipped for the patrol 

How to not lose your phone, GPS or radio 

Don’t clip devices to the outside of your pockets or the shrubbery will easily unclip them and you 

won’t even notice.  Instead, put them inside the pocket with the clip on the outside. 

I have my GPS on a lanyard so I can let go of it, and I will bring a few spare lanyards to hand out. 
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Access through the locked gate    

We have a combination lock on the boom gate at the northern entrance to enable goanna project 

people to come and go. Make sure you have recorded its current code number before leaving the 

Namadgi Visitor Centre.  

Please be extra careful when locking the padlock, not to ‘lock out’ any other 

padlocks. That means, when you close our padlock, every other lock must be included in the loop 

of chain, so every lock owner will still be able to get through the gate. This keeps being a problem so 

please pay particular attention to what you are doing whenever you lock the gate. If you are 

inexperienced, get someone else to check that how you did it will be OK 

Figure 5: Adrian enjoying the steeper terrain and scenery on patrol F. Pic by P Gatenby 

 

Team work and solo walkers 

It is safe to do patrols by yourself when multiple people are in the area, connected by CB radio. If 

you prefer to walk with companions, that is fine too.  

Using the portable radios 

Radio communication is better from higher up the hill, away from the river, so before you 

commence the last leg of your patrol back down to the river and road, consider making a radio call 

to let me and everyone know where you are up to.  And don’t fail to tell us before you leave the 

area!   
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Scientific reasons for finding nests of Rosenberg’s Goannas 

We are finding nests to:  

a) take DNA from hatchlings for investigation of breeding (Where does the upper valley 

genotype nest?), parentage and mating systems (how many parents contribute to a clutch?);  

b) find out whether females are using the same mounds repeatedly (as thought by researchers 

elsewhere in Australia) or whether they are ‘risk spreading’ by using different mounds 

successively;  

c) record nest predators, and maternal nest guarding behaviour, using time-lapse cameras;  

d) count the decline in number of hatchlings per mound per week with the cameras; and  

e) help us better understand another component of the local life cycle of this species. 

Figure 5: View toward Mt Yarara from Patrol D 

 

Possible misadventures and emergencies  
Padlock ‘locked out’.  

Sometimes someone will inadvertently ‘lock out’ our padlock by not paying attention to how they 

re-lock the gate, and in that case you would be ‘imprisoned’ in the Naas Valley. Here are your 

options:  (a) We also have been issued red ‘Namadgi‘ keys and if someone is present at the time with 

one of those, you can contact them to solve the gate problem; (b) depending on road conditions you 

could perhaps drive 30 km to the southern entrance near Mt Clear Campground and use the 

equestrian combination lock to get out (we’ll tell you what that code is too, just in case, so make 

sure you have written that code down also); (c) walk out to phone for help from one of the local 

farmhouses (Chris Rowley at ‘Lenanes’/ ‘Caloola Farm’/ ‘Glenferrie’). Be aware of the Namadgi office 

hours (8am to 4pm weekdays, 9am to 4pm weekends) and phone number 6237 5307; (d) find a way 

to circumvent the locked gate by driving through nearby paddocks and fences; (e) stay overnight and 

walk out the next day.  
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Person injured. Most of us are experienced bushwalkers and (should) already know well how to 

respond with first aid and a call for help in case of injury. There are first aid kits in the principal 

vehicles and in backpacks of key people. 

Phone numbers 

Don Fletcher  0428 48 9990  don.fletcher999@gmail.com 

John Brickhill  0427 668 112 

Ewen Lawler 0412 646 115 

Enzo Guarino  0428 299 728 

Namadgi Office    6237 5307 (0730 to 1600) 

Emergency services  000 

 

 

Figure 6: Predation of a hatchling by a Laughing Kookaburra 

 

 

mailto:don.fletcher999@gmail.com
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APPENDIX 1 

Example of form (Coordinates removed from this copy) 

 

TERMITE MOUND CHECK Who by Date

        /     /

Perm'nt 

Mound 

No.

Changeable 

Patrol 

Waypoint 

Name

Hatchling 

Exit 

Hole? 

(Y/N) P
h

o
to

?

Notes
* Please label mounds with flagging tape.

* Please photograph nesting/hatchling-exit holes. 

* New mounds - check carefully, if you're sure, record 

coordinates and where it should fit on form.

Don't include mounds <15cm high Easting Northing

Ne174 A01_Ne174 not shown here

Ne148 Ne148 Burnt. Not worth checking not shown here

Ne175 A02_Ne175 not shown here

Ne176 A03_Ne176 24/2/22 Nest excavated + maybe raided not shown here

Ne169 A04_Ne169 24/2/22 Nest excavated, not raided not shown here

Ne195 A05_Ne195 not shown here

Ne170 A07_Ne170 not shown here

Ne183 A08A_Ne183 not shown here

Ne222 A08B_Ne222 not shown here

Ne184 Ne184 probably dead. Not worth checking? 'Hole?' Reported 1/11/21 not shown here

Ne185 A09_Ne185 24/2/22 Nest excavated, not raided not shown here

Ne147 A10_Ne147 not shown here

Ne204 A11A_Ne204 not shown here

Ne213 A11B_Ne213 not shown here

Ne187 A12_Ne187 Small mound often not found. Flagged 1/11/21 not shown here

Ne146 A13_Ne146 not shown here

Ne153 A14_Ne153 24/2/22 Nest excavated on uphill side? Cant tell from photo not shown here

Ne168 A15_Ne168 overgrown not shown here

Ne196 A16_Ne196 not shown here

Ne178 A17_Ne178 24/2/22 Nest excavated, backfilled not shown here

Ne179 A18_Ne179 not shown here

Ne158 Ne158 Small. Not worth checking. not shown here

Ne157 A19_Ne157 Don't bother trying for this not shown here

Ne177 A20_Ne177 not shown here

Ne172 Ne172 Small, Dead? Not worth checking. not shown here

Ne205 A21_Ne205 not shown here

Ne161 A22_Ne161 not shown here

Ne160 A23_Ne160 not shown here

Ne156 A24_Ne156 24/2/22 Nest excavated, backfilled not shown here

Ne149 A25_Ne149 Surrounded by meat ant nest. not shown here

Ne212 A26_Ne212 No. not on tape not shown here
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Sign-on form 

 

National Parks Association of the ACT Inc

Attendance Record and Risk Waiver Form

Activity:-    Goanna research Trapping and hatchling patrol Date:-  5/10/2025

Leader:-      Don Fletcher

Name Signature Phone Member ?

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

Please read carefully: In voluntarily participating in this activity conducted by the NPA, I am aware that 
this could expose me to risks that could lead to injury, illness or death or to loss of or damage to my 
property.   These risks could include but are not limited to slippery and or uneven surfaces, rocks being 
dislodged, falling at edges of cliffs or drops or elsewhere, risks associated with crossing creeks, 
hypothermia, heat exhaustion and the risks associated with any of the Special Hazards listed above.

To minimize these risks I have endeavored to ensure that this activity is within my capabilities and that I 
am carrying food, water, equipment, clothing and footwear appropriate for this activity.   I have advised 
the leader if I am taking any medication or have any physical or other limitation that might affect my 
participation in this activity.  I do not believe that my medication or limitations will prevent me from 
successfully completing this activity.   I will make every effort to remain with the rest of the party 
during the activity and accept the instructions of the leader. 

I have read or heard and understand these requirements.   I have considered the risks before choosing 
to sign this Risk Waiver form.   I agree by signing this form to waiver any claim for damages arising from 
this activity that I may have against the club, the leader or any other participants in tort or contract. 

It is recommended that NPA walkers have Private Health Insurance or, at least, Ambulance Cover in 
case of accident requiring evacuation by ambulance or helicopter

Special Hazards:- Steep loose terrain,  mountain rivers, falling trees and branches, 4WD vehicles 
and associated equipment, wild animals including ticks, wasps, snakes, spider, goannas.


