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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

William Collier‟s stone cottage is a small 7 roomed ruined cottage located in the Kowen area. The
homestead was believed to have been built in the first half on the 1880s by George Campbell. An
adjacent Curleys hut which retains only some rubble is named after Bridget Curley, William Collier‟s
wife and was probably built between 1881 and 1884.
th

The buildings were dilapidated by early 20 century and gradually decayed to their current condition.
The site includes evidence of orchard, fences and an access road.
The site has some evidence of Aboriginal use and transition through the area with a range of artefacts
and potential for more material. The area has been grazed for some time and is mainly pastures with
scattered trees and some selected tree plantings associated with the cottages.
The significance of the site is:
“The place of Collier‟s Cottage and surrounding area demonstrate a way of life for
people who settled in the Region in the second half of the nineteenth century and the
struggles they had.
It is therefore representative of settlement of the land and of construction of that
period. There remains some rare elements such as the externally accessed room.
The elements that reinforce this is the remains of Collier‟s Cottage, orchard, gunyah,
tracks and crossing point.
There remains a high potential of archaeological deposit in the area around Collier‟s
Cottage which could provide information that will contribute to a wider understanding
of the aboriginal history of the area.”
A series of Conservation Policies have been defined in Section 6. The overall conservation objective
is to ensure that the existing elements are protected from unnecessary risk or deterioration and that
controls are placed to ensure any work on the place does not reduce conservation values.
The conservation objectives are:
1:

To ensure that any decisions or actions which will impact on the significance
of the place are based upon professional conservation planning principles.

2:

To minimise the loss of the historical integrity of the site and its historic
buildings, landscapes and features.

3:

The potential
appropriately.

4:

The place to be used in ways that do not adversely affect the existing intrinsic
features to the significance.

Aboriginal

archaeology
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5:

The features intrinsic to the significance of the place to be conserved.

6:

To provide some basic interpretation on the place that will briefly explain the
history and significance of the place.

7:

To ensure the place is appropriately managed.

A series of specific policies have been developed to achieve these particular objectives.
The site is an important part of ACT Heritage and needs to be included on the ACT Heritage Register
and conserved as outlined in this report.
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1.0
1.1

INTRODUCTION
Background
The National Trust of Australia received an ACT Heritage Grant in 2005-2006 to prepare a
Conservation and Management Plan for William Collier‟s Stone cottage (Kowen). This arose
after the preparation of a draft nomination and the need to articulate the significance and
firmly establish conservation objectives for the place, and its setting including archaeological
elements. It also sought to develop an interpretative plan.
The National Trust commissioned Eric Martin and Associates to undertake the study.

1.2

Authorship
The history was substantially prepared by Dr Peter Dowling and Dr Margaret Park in the
preparation of the draft nomination.
The archaeological details were undertaken by Dr Peter Dowling.
The project management and architectural aspects were prepared by Eric Martin.

1.3

Current Status
A draft nomination to the ACT Heritage Register has been prepared but it has not been
considered by the ACT Heritage Council.

1.4

Site
The site is Block 29 Kowen (within Kowen Forest) on the north bank of the Molonglo River
(Map 224594 GR 226890 – 599890 Map Code 224594/1). Refer Figure 1 and 2.
The site is managed by CALM and has a restricted rural lease.
The study area (or place or Collier‟s place) is shown in Figures 2 and 33 and the features of
place are identified in Figures 7 and 33.

1.5

Methodology
The process adopted was to:
Review existing historical research including available literature on the place.
Conduct field work to assess condition of the site. Document by photographic record,
map and site plan.
Coordinate and integrate the archaeological record and significance of the place.
Assess heritage significance of the place using ACT Heritage criteria.
Outline the opportunities and constraints for the place.
Provide conservation policy for the place.
Provide conservation strategy and management recommendation for its ongoing
protective care.
Provide interpretative recommendations and a plan for the public appreciation of the
place.
Liaise with Conservation and Land Management (formerly ACT Forests).
The draft report was submitted to the ACT Heritage Council who provided comments which
have been incorporated into this Final Draft which is again submitted to ACT Heritage for
comment/acceptance.
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1.6

Acknowledgements
Thanks are extended to the National Trust of Australia (ACT) for access to their records and
to John Freeman of CALM for arranging access to the site.
Thanks are also extended to Colin McAlister who prepared his book “Twelve historic sites in
the Glenburn and Burbong Areas of the Kowen Forest” and released it in November 2007
which was after the first draft of the CMP but enabled the Documentary Evidence to be
rewritten to be more comprehensive and accurate for this version.

1.7

Limitations
Some of the area is overgrown and covers possible remnants of earlier structures.

N

Figure 01: Location Map
Source: NATMAP – ACT, Edition 1 1976
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2.0

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE

The material below is a summary of material from “Twelve Historic Sites in the Glenburn and Burbong
Areas of the Kowen Forest, ACT” by Colin McAlister November 2007 (copy of relevant sections as
attachment B). The other major source used in this section is taken from “Kowen District, Cultural
Resource Survey and Conservation Plan” by David Bulbeck and Phillip Boot (1990) (which provided
the information for section 2.1 unless otherwise noted).

2.1

Kowen
European settlement in the area of Queanbeyan and the Australian Capital City began in the
early 1820s, even before government surveyor, Robert Dixon, surveyed the area and the
official proclamation of the County of Murray in 1829. The first European settlers in the
Kowen area were Luke and Mary Colverwell who were living in a hut beside the Glenburn
Creek at “Dirty Swamp” (eastern Kowen) in1831. For several years the Colverwells were the
only residents of the area. An 1841 census of pastoral properties includes “Cowen” with a
population of six people (the Colverwell family) and one wooden dwelling. Fifty years later,
the 1891 census reported “Cohen” as having 83 inhabitants and 24 dwellings. The increase
in population can be attributed to two factors: the 1861 Land Acts which allowed free selection
of small holdings for grazing and agriculture and the lure of gold mining following the 1850s
1
gold rush . The Kowen district was part of the Gundaroo Goldfield, proclaimed by the New
South Wales government on13 August 1881. Whilst there may have been great expectations
of riches by those who settled the Kowen area, there was little gold found and the primary
means of living was through cropping and grazing, which continues today albeit at a limited
extent.
The 1880s were the heydays of Kowen. A school was needed; and in 1881 Fredrick
Campbell lodged an application for its establishment in the Glenburn area. Five families first
undertook to send 15 young students to the school. Of these, William Collier sent his six
children. Kowen Public School continued until October 1906 but a subsidised school
operated in the building until 1913. The road to this school branched off from the
Queanbeyan/Bungendore Road, crossed the Molonglo and skirted Collier‟s stone cottage
immediately to the west. (Refer Figure 2).
The 1913 Census included G McGinnes household (10 males, 6 females) at Kowin (sic).²
There were a number of forestry camps at Kowen and the 1928 Electoral Roll included
William Harrigan and Silas Shumack.²
2

The 1929 Census reads only George McInnis at Kowen and the 1935 – 1945 Census does
not mention Kowen but the 1959 includes Kathleen and Leslie Bateup, Robin and Ian Lamb,
Jim Moore, Roseanna and Donald Wilson plus Lydia and Sidney Woolcott.
Kowen is now owned and managed by the ACT government which uses it for the growing of
softwood timber. Those areas not under plantation, including the area around Collier‟s Stone
Cottage, are under short-term grazing leases.

1
2

Dowling & Cosgrove 2002
Gurgler, Ann (1999), The Builders of Canberra & Where They Lived 1913 – 1959
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Study Area

N

Figure 02: Recorded Historical Sites in the Kowen District
(Key on next page)
Source: Bulbeck & Boot, Kowen District, Cultural Resource Survey and Conservation Plan, Draft Report
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Key to Figure 2
Early Squatters’ Hut
1. Dirty Swamp Squatter‟s Hut
2. Burbong Squatter‟s Hut
Early Landowners’ Huts (Wooden & Wooden?)
3. George Sparrow‟s Hut
4. John Gallagher‟s Gunyah
5. John McInnes‟ Hut
6. SW NcNerney‟s Hut
7. Thomas Harman‟s First House
8. John McInnes Outlying Hut
9. John Gallagher‟s Hut
10. James Sparrow‟s Hut
11. Michael Sparrow‟s Hut
12. William Collier‟s Gunyah
13. James Carey‟s Hut
14. Old House, D. Broderick
Early Landowners’ Huts (Stone)
15. George Harrocks‟ Hut
16. Jeremiah Wheeler‟s Hut
17. Archibald McDonald‟s Hut
Early Landowners’ Huts (Mainly Stone, Some
Brick)
12. William Collier‟s Homestead
12. Curley‟s
18. Hibernia Hotel
19. John Gallagher Jnr‟s Hut & Tank
20. John Coppin‟s Homestead
21. Archibald McDonald‟s Homestead
22. Argyle
Pise Homes
5. Kowen Homestead
23. Glenburn Homestead
Miscellaneous Ruined 20th Century Dwellings
6. Vestwood
24. Old House in Kowen
25. Bill Flannigan‟s Shack

Kowen Forestry Dwellings
32. House That Jack Built 1
33. House That Jack Built 2
34. Reedy Camp
35. Kowen Settlement
36. Wilson Hut
Farm Structures
23. Glenburn Hayshed and Yards
30. Glenburn Shearing Shed and Yards
31. Murryong Shearing Shed and Yards
37. Jeremiah Wheeler‟s Yards
38. John McInnes‟ Sheepyard
39. William Collier‟s Sheepyard
40. Kowen Homestead Yards
41. Hyles‟ Lamb Tailing Yard
42. Glenburn Sheepyard and Dip
43. Yalgum Sheepyard
44. World War 1 Soldier‟s Settlement Yard
45. Glenburn Hayshed
School Sites
28. Fell Timer/Kohan Provisional School
46. Kowen Public School
47. Thornhurst Primary School Site
Industrial Sites
45. Glenburn Excavated Area
46. Charcoal Kilns
48. Kowen Copper Mine
49. Cooper‟s Block – Gold Panning
50. Suspected Mine Shaft, Majura
51. Kowen Flying Fox
Miscellanea
52. Atkinson Trig
53. Glenburn Rabbit Diggings
54. Colverwell Graves
55. Weber Creek Old Bridge
56. William Collier‟s Ford

Miscellaneous Extant Dwellings
26. World War 1 Solider‟s Settlement
27. Murryong
28. Talgum
29. Felled Timber
30. Glenburn Shearer‟s Quarters
31. Murryong Shearer‟s Quarters
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2.2

Colliers Homestead
Collier‟s homestead takes its name from William Collier who lived in the homestead with his
family during the 1880‟s. Collier never owned the land on which it was built (Portion 20,
Parish of Amungula – see survey plan of 30 July 1873 below) and it has not been established
the basis on which he occupied the homestead. However he did conditionally purchase eight
portions (Portions 44, 45 and 75 to 80) to the west, north-west and north of Portion 20 in 1882
3
and 1883 and he probably farmed these from his base on Portion 20.
Despite attempts to purchase Portion 20 by Archibald McDonald, George Campbell and
trustees of George Campbell, it was not sold until 1906. The sale for 177 pounds 8 shillings
4
and 6 pence was to John James Edmonds and the crown grant was issued in 1909.
The sale price was just over half George Campbell‟s declared value of the stone house alone
5
on the portion in 1880.
It is believed that George Campbell built it in the first half of 1880 as part of a tussle with
Archibald McDonald to acquire the land. George Campbell was a wealthy man and the
6
construction of such a substantial house would have strengthened his claim to the land.
The homestead has been described by Moriarty in January 1913 as follows:
Stone walls, rough plastered within, iron roof, 2 brick chimneys and bakers oven, scrim
ceilings, wood floor, 5’ (1.53 m) verandah on two sides (77’ (23.49) long). Very
dilapidated (condition) probably 50 years old.
36X36 (10.98m x 10.98m)
200 pounds (value)

3

McAlister, Colin, Twelve historic sites in the Glenburn and Burbong areas of the Kowen Forest, ACT, National Parks
Association of the ACT, Canberra 2007, page 25
4
Ibid
5
Ibid
6
Ibid
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Figure 03: Survey Plan of Portion 20, Parish of Amungula
Source: McAlister, 2007, pg 26
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Figure 04: Parish Map 1881 by A. McDonald
Source: Bulbeck and Boot
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Figure 05: Parish Map 1885 by WA Collier
Source: Bulbeck and Boot
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Figure 06: 1908 Plan
Source: Bulbeck and Boot
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Figure 07: Plan c1915
Source: Bulbeck and Boot

2.3

Curley’s Hut
It is believed that Curley‟s hut probably takes its name from Bridget Curley, William Collier‟s
7
wife.
Although the hut is now only a jumble of rock, it is believed the hut would have been about
10m square. To the south of the jumble of rocks there appears to be some squared stone
8
steps and steps and some flat stones that could have been part of a paved area.
The only possible description of Curley‟s hut was one by valuer Futter in 1913.
Cottage
Slab walls, iron roof
Neglected and falling down
30x24’ (9.15m x 7.32m)
9
30 pounds (value)

7

Alister, Colin Twelve historic sites in the Glenburn and Burbong areas of the Kowen Forest, ACT National Parks Association of
the ACT, Canberra 2007, pages 32 to 33
8
Ibid
9
Ibid
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It is believed that Curley‟s hut was built sometime between 1881 and 1884 that is after
Collier‟s Homestead and was built very close to Colliers Homestead on adjacent land owned
by Collier. It is likely that Colllier built it as an outlying structure to the homestead he occupied
10
(but did not own) on Portion 20 during the 1880‟s.

2.4

In the 1990s
When Bolbeck and Boot prepared their Kowen District Cultural Resource Survey and
Conservation Plan in 1990 the property was portrayed as shown in Figure 7.

Figure 08: 1990s Plan
Source: Bulbeck and Boot (The Study Area is the whole of the area shown)
Figure 09: Aerial
Photograph, 1990s
Source: Bulbeck and Boot

10

Ibid
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Figure 10: Site Plan showing the locations of Figures 11 – 33
Source: EMA 2006

S:\OldServer\EMA ARCHIVES\Archive 118\0654 Colliers CMP\Final Report\20081221 final CMP.doc

Page 13

EMA
Eric Martin & Associates

WILLIAM COLLIER’S STONE COTTAGE (KOWEN)

Conservation Management Plan
0654

The following photographs (Figures 11 – 33) were taken in 1994 by Dr Peter Dowling.

Figure 11

Figure 12

Source: P. Dowling, 1994

Source: P. Dowling, 1994

Figure 13

Figure 14

Source: P. Dowling, 1994

Source: P. Dowling, 1994

Figure 15

Figure 16

Source: P. Dowling, 1994

Source: P. Dowling, 1994
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Figure 17

Figure 18

Source: P. Dowling, 1994

Source: P. Dowling, 1994

Figure 19

Figure 20

Source: P. Dowling, 1994

Source: P. Dowling, 1994

Figure 21

Figure 22

Source: P. Dowling, 1994

Source: P. Dowling, 1994
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Figure 23

Figure 24

Source: P. Dowling, 1994

Source: P. Dowling, 1994

Figure 25

Figure 26

Source: P. Dowling, 1994

Source: P. Dowling, 1994

Figure 27

Figure 28

Source: P. Dowling, 1994

Source: P. Dowling, 1994
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Figure 29

Figure 30

Source: P. Dowling, 1994

Source: P. Dowling, 1994

Figure 31

Figure 32

Source: P. Dowling, 1994

Source: P. Dowling, 1994

Figure 33
Source: P. Dowling, 1994
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3.0

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

Photographs of the site are included as Attachment A with a selection in this section.

3.1

Geology

11

Geologically, the Kowen area is situated east of Canberra of the Canberra Lowlands within
the uplifting Cullarin block formation (Cullarin Range) between two main fault lines, the
Queanbeyan Fault to the west and the Whiskers Fault to the east. The western section is
characterized by the Lake George escarpment which rises up to 250 metres above the
Bungendore Plain and Lake George. The uplands are essentially a dissected, low-relief
plateau which slopes gradually northward from about 1000 metres to 750 metres elevation
(Abell 1991). The Molonglo River which flowed through the region prior to the commencement
of uplift has eroded its bed to keep pace with the upwards movement. The river now
occupies a meandering incised valley as it crosses the Cullarin Range with the most notable
incision being the Molonglo Gorge. Several drainage gullies feed into the Molonglo
throughout the uplands the major one being Glenburn Creek which originates in the central
north of the Kowen area and feeds into the Molonglo prior to its entrance through the gorge
(NSW Department of Natural Resources 2006).
The area is formed of sedimentary rocks, principally siltstone and shales with quartz formed
during a period of turbulent stream flow during the Ordovician. Major soil types of the Cullarin
Upland include Rudosols (Lithosols) on crests, upper slopes and near rock outcrops; Red,
Brown and Yellow Kurosols (red and yellow podsolic soils) and Kandosols (Yellow Earths) on
side slopes; Sodosols (Solodic Soils) on lower slopes and drainage lines; and Stratic
Rudosols (Alluvial Soils) on floodplain elements and drainage lines (NSW Department of
Natural Resources 2006).

3.2

Vegetation
Today the Kowen area has been extensively cleared, first for grazing during the nineteenth
century period of rural settlement and later for pine (Pinus radiata) forestry in the twentieth
century. Pervious to clearing the general vegetation of the Cullarin Uplands was made up of
three main communities:
1. Savannah grasslands. This community was mainly associated with fine Quaternary
soils on flat lands and valley bottoms. Kangaroo grass (Themeda australis)
dominated together with spear grass (Stipa sp.) and tussock grass (Poa sp.) among
scatters of yellow box (Eucalyptus melliodora).
2. Open savannah woodlands with grassy floors were mainly associated with stony soils
on the slopes. The main upper story trees were eucalypts such as candle bark (E.
rubida), apple box (E. bridgesiana) and red stringy bark (E. macroryncha). The
understorey included Acacia species.
3. Dry sclerophyll forest would have dominated the higher slopes of the region and
included such eucalypt species as the broad leaf peppermint (E.dives), scribbly gum
(E. rossii) and brittle gum (E. maculosa).
Colliers Stone Cottage ruin lies on a flattened spur running from the lower slopes of Mount
Atkinson to the Molonglo River. The western slopes of the mountain dominate the visual
landscape. The small homestead was built approximately 60 metres from the Molonglo
overlooking a bend in the river where the course turns to the west as it abuts a higher
landform and enters the gorge area. The flat is dissected by several drainage lines, the
largest to the south of the ruin. This location afforded the occupants with a permanent source
of water, either from the drainage lines or the river and a flat arable section of land. Today
this small scenic flat is sparsely treed due to former land clearing for grazing and agriculture

11

The Kowen area is that area of eastern ACT bounded to the west by Sutton Road and to the north, south and east by the
ACT/NSW border.
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but several old Eucalypts remain on the edge of a drainage line north of the ruin. Exotic trees
and shrubs have been planted immediately east and west the homestead. The flat is well
grassed with a mixture of exotic grass species, very little ground surface is visible. It is used
today for the agistment of sheep and cattle.

3.3

Archaeology

3.3.1

ABORIGINAL ARCHAEOLOGY AT KOWEN
Despite its possible Aboriginal use dating back to the Pleistocene (Flood et al 1987), its
European settlement dating from the 1830s and its proximity to Canberra city, there has been
little archaeological research done in the Kowen area. In 1982 Stockton recorded a small
surface artefact scatter at the new Burbong Bridge on the north bank of the Molonglo. This
was followed in 1985 by English who recorded 31 open scatters along the Molonglo corridor
and Glenburn Creek. Most were small sites containing scatters of flaked pieces, flakes,
blades, backed blades, cores, axes and grind stones. The biggest site at Glenburn Creek
contained over 250 artefacts. In 1987 a third survey in the Kowen area located nine artefact
scatters in the vicinity of the present shotgun range at Glenburn (see Bulbeck & Boot
1990:13-14 for details).
In 1989-1990 a wide-ranging cultural heritage survey (Bulbeck & Boot 1990) covered the
Kowen area locating many Aboriginal and European archaeological sites. The Aboriginal
sites located were all surface artefact scatters made up of flaked and worked stone. There
were none of the rarer and more spectacular sites such as scarred trees, art sites or sites of
exceptional archaeological sensitivity such as stratified rockshelter habitation deposits.
Bulbeck & Boot (1990:68) concluded that:
The cultural significance of Kowen’s Aboriginal heritage
cannot be argued on the grounds of rarity, but rather
Kowen’s representativeness of a way of life.
The areas revealing the highest concentration of Aboriginal sites was the upper Glenburn
Creek area of Kowen, drainage lines and in close proximity to the Molonglo River.
During a site visit to the Glenburn cottage ruins in 2002 as part of a conservation and
management plan for the historic buildings, a cursory survey for Aboriginal sites in the
Glenburn area was conducted by Dowling and Cosgrove (2002). Several sites previously
recorded by Bulbeck and Boot (1990) were relocated on the exposed vehicle tracks crossing
the slopes on either side of Glenburn Cree. The ACT Heritage Unit was informed but the
sites but were not re-recorded.
These surveys indicate a general pattern of landscape use by the Aboriginal groups. The
sites with the highest density of artefacts were located on fairly level ground, particularly on
river flats, terraces and ridge spurs leading to water courses. These places would have
offered the Aboriginal occupants access to permanent or semi-permanent water sources and
the associated food resources. Bulbeck & Boot (1990: 8) further found that site distributions
and densites were higher along the small creek sections with permanent water than the
Molonglo River, particularly the gorge section. They concluded that this was most likely
because of better access to the creeks than the steeper slopes leading to the Molonglo River
thalweg.
The following tables show percentages of artefact types and raw material found by the 198990 survey by Bulbeck & Boot.
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Table 1: Artefact types in Kowen recorded by Bulbeck & Boot (1990)

Artefact Type
Flakes
Flaked pieces
Retouched flake/scrapers
Cores
Backed blades
Bipolar cores
Pebble artefacts
Blades
Bipolar flakes & Blades

n
82
46
17
16
3
4
2
2
1

%
47.4
26.6
9.8
9.2
1.7
2.3
1.1
1.1
0.6

Table 2: Raw material (stone) used in the manufacture of recorded artefacts in Kowen recorded by Bulbeck & Boot
(1999)

Raw Material
Quartz
Chert
Silcrete
Quartzite
Volcanic
Sedimentary
Chalcedony
Unidentified

n
82
26
20
18
9
7
7
4

%
47.5
15.0
11.6
10.4
5.2
4.0
4.0
2.3

None of the open sites in the Kowen area have been dated but the microlithic technology
displayed indicates an antiquity of less than 5,500 years. Bulbeck and Boot suggest that
most sites discovered within Kowen are probably less than 1,000 years old. This, however,
does not mean that older sites are not present at Kowen, or that the antiquity of Aboriginal
occupation was no earlier than that date.
In their survey Bulbeck and Boot stated that if a complete archaeological record was
available, much or all of the well drained land in the Glenburn area could possibly be a single,
large Aboriginal site. The numerous small sites found in the Kowen area and particularly the
Glenburn Creek area reflect the partial nature of the exposed areas providing high ground
visibility and not single focal areas of Aboriginal occupation. Bulbeck and Boot contemplated
that there remains a strong possibility for comparatively undisturbed and stratified
archaeological deposits still existing in the Kowen area. They stated that this possibility
needs to be investigated before construction projects or changes in land use occur. We
agree.
3.3.2

SURVEY METHODOLOGY
Dr Peter Dowling (archaeologist) surveyed the area around Colliers Stone Ruin. The survey
area is defined as a 150 metre radius centred on the ruin (Figure 1). The area comprised
three geomorphologic units:
1. Open and lightly treed area (making up approximately 80% of the total survey area).
2. Slopes leading into the thalweg of the Molonglo River (approximately 10%)
3. Drainage lines and banks (approximately 10%)
The survey area, like most of the surrounding land, has been cleared extensively from as long
ago as the mid 1800s for grazing sheep and cattle and crop production. It has been ploughed
numerous times over the years for pasture growth. The removal of trees has deepened and
extended the former drainage lines and created erosion exposures in several areas.
Construction of the stone cottage, planting of the orchard and pine trees, human and animal
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movement has added to the land disturbance. In addition the former road linking what is now
the Kings Highway and the Glenburn area ran past the cottage and through the survey area.
As a result Aboriginal sites which may occur within the survey area would most likely be
disturbed by the past land activities.
The survey area was inspected on foot with particular targeting of eroded surfaces and land
surface exposure areas. All Eucalypt trees were inspected for cultural scarring.

Figure 34: Archaeological survey area – 150 metres radius from the centre of William Colliers Stone Ruin
Source: Google Earth, 2006

Ground surface exposure was extremely limited within the survey area. Most of the area is
covered by exotic plant and grass growth and stands of blackberry species on sandy surfaces
overlooking drainage lines. Fern and bracken growth was heavy on the river slopes. Even
though the ACT and region is in an extended drought, recent rainfall had promoted the growth
of the grass above and below the surface. The affect was that the surface was akin to
walking on a deep-pile carpet over much of the area. Ground surface was visible only on
areas undergoing active fluvial erosion. Indeed, at the time of inspection during a rainfall
period, the fluvial movement could be observed. It was estimated that surface exposure over
the survey area was between 5 and 10% of the total area.
3.3.3

SURVEY RESULTS
No Aboriginal cultural sites were identified in the survey area. A small outcrop of quartzite
was located approximately 40 metres north-west of the ruin but there was no indication that it
had been used as a procurement site. No trees bore any culturally determined scarring.
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Potential Archaeological Deposit
Because of the survey area‟s close proximity to a major water source (Molonglo River), and
minor drainage lines, the lack of surface exposure and Aboriginal cultural deposits located in
nearby sections of the Kowen area, a prediction of the survey area containing undetected
sub-surface artefacts and therefore as a potential area for archaeological deposits is valid.
The reasoning for this is:
The landscape units comprising the surveyed area (i.e. a flattened spur leading down
to the Molonglo River, dissected with permanent and semi-permanent water) has
been shown archaeologically to be a highly preferred area for past Aboriginal
occupation and use. Previous archaeological research in the Southern Tablelands
has shown that 48% of open sites are in landscapes such as the survey area and
75% of all sites are within 100 metres of a water source.
The absence of located Aboriginal sites within the survey area is by no means
indicative of non-use. The area is heavily grassed with pasture species and very little
ground surface (between 5 and 10% of total) was evident during the time of the
survey. This leaves 90% of the area with the potential of containing undetected
artefacts.
Previous surveys in Kowen have shown that the highest densities of open stone
scatters are in areas bordering creeks, drainage lines and in close proximity to the
Molonglo River.
Even though much of the land surface within the survey area has been ploughed
many times which almost certainly disturbed any artefacts present, they would not
have been moved a great distance from their last contextual position.
All the previously recorded open artefact scatter sites within Kowen are almost
certainly part of a wider suite of culturally deposited surface artefact densities and in
all likelihood represent just a small sample (tip of the ice berg) of the total in the area.

3.4

The Site and Setting (Refer Figure 46, Plan 34)

3.4.1

DESCRIPTION
Colliers cottage directly overlooks the Molonglo River and is just east of where the former
road linking the Kings Highway (formerly Bungendore to Queanbeyan Road) to the Kowen
settlement and school once ran (refer Figure 06). Traces of this former road can be detected
west of Colliers cottage by a gate in the fence line on a slope leading down to the Molonglo
River which would have been the fording area, and to the north of the cottage where an
existing track leads towards the Glenburn Valley region of Kowen.
This area is relatively open pasture with a scatter of eucalypts in the creek and to the north of
Colliers cottage. There remains some small outcrops of stone visible on the surface.
Colliers cottage is situated on a gentle sloping tongue of land bounded by two small creeks.
To the east is Mount Atkinson and to the west land through which the Glenburn Creek has
carved a narrow gorge to the Molonglo. Aerial markers remains just north of the cottage,
(evidence of an old landing strip to the north). Two small drainage creeks run by the site; one
to the west, and one to the east along which the orchard was established. A track, not
immediately visible at ground level, but appearing on aerial photographs and early maps,
leads north east past the cottage (refer Figure 8) This track was the former main access route
to the Kowen area and crossed the river immediately west of Collier‟s cottage. However, it
can be visually identified leading up slope north west from the cottage. The track led into the
Glenburn Valley region to the former school. (Remnant posts that were identified in 1990
north east of Colliers cottage to mark a former gateway leading from the track are now gone).
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Fences around the site include an old post, three barb and chicken wire to the west and a
new star picket with three barb and ring lock fence to the north west. The main fence across
the valley is some 200m to the north of Colliers cottage.
The 1990 report indicated a blackberry copse located to the east of Colliers cottage this
marks the site where Collier senior, built a small gunyah prior to the construction of the stone
cottage. In 1990 Bulbeck and Boot mapped standing posts, two small scatters of brick and
stone fragments, of unclear structural interpretation which may have been associated with the
gunyah (refer Figure 7). The blackberry copse is gone and there remains no evidence of the
gunyah.
The remnant trees of a mixed orchard lie immediately to the east of Colliers cottage and a
grouping of three pines (Pinus radiata), at the front of Colliers cottage, lie immediately to the
west between Colliers cottage and the river. One pine tree is fallen.
The remains of Curley‟s cottage lie approximately 100m to the west of Collier‟s Cottage
across a drainage line leading down to the Molonglo River.
Just south of Colliers cottage is a depression which could have been a range of uses (pond,
WC, rubbish).
3.4.2

CONDITION
The setting appears little changed although some fences have been upgraded, the
blackberries continue to invade certain areas, earlier evidence of fence posts have largely
disappeared and some old trees have fallen.

3.4.3

INTEGRITY
The area retains evidence of the early settlement such as ruins, fence lines and tracks but as
illustrated by the changes over the past 12 years it has and will continue to be lost due to
natural decay, vandalism and factors of wind and fire.
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Figure 35: Site Plan
(the study area is the whole of the area shown)
Source: EMA 2006
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Figure 36: Site Plan for Location of Figures 37 – 49
Source: EMA 2006

Figure 37: Colliers Cottage in Setting

Figure 38: Orchard

Source: EMA

Source: EMA
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Figure 39: Orchard (still bearing fruit)

Figure 40: Orchard

Source: EMA

Source: EMA

Figure 41: Curley’s Cottage Area

Figure 42: Fallen Gate

Source: EMA

Source: EMA

Figure 43: View Up Valley Towards Cottage (416)

Figure 44: Pine Trees

Source: EMA

Source: EMA
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Figure 45: Gate at the bottom of the Valley leading to
former Molonglo Crossing

Figure 46: Depression
Source: EMA

Source: EMA

Figure 47: Looking North from Colliers Cottage (402-406)
NOTE: This is an amalgamation of several photographs.
Source: EMA

Figure 48: Looking West from Colliers Cottage (407-411)
NOTE: This is an amalgamation of several photographs.
Source: EMA
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Figure 49: Looking South from Colliers Cottage (422-427)
NOTE: This is an amalgamation of several photographs.
Source: EMA

3.5

Colliers Cottage (refer Figure 50 – 71, Plan 47)

3.5.1

DESCRIPTION
The six-roomed dwelling was approximately 10m x 10m, and includes evidence remains of a
front verandah, stone flagging outside the rear (east) door and an outside, attached oven.
Internally there appears to have been a kitchen-dining room with fireplace and door to the
outside, a living room with fireplace, as well as three small bedrooms. A short corridor or
passage opened through the front door onto the verandah, beyond which are three pine trees,
the central one of which aligns with the front door. The front door faces west and is oriented to
the former track where "the road to Kowen School used to pass" (Bulbeck & Boot 1990:34).
The room on the south-east corner did not open into the house, but rather opened to the
south. The reason for this is unknown.
The building, which now consists of only the walls in partly demolished condition, appears to
have been very well built initially.
The walls are of random rubble stone ashlar construction with an inner and outer leaf, the
core being filled with mud and broken rock. The outer face is neatly laid with blocks roughly
coursed that have been selected for face or roughly squared and there are a number of
through stones. The cement-lime pointing has been incised to highlight the walls aesthetic
appearance. Other than for the window sills there is no obvious evidence of a limewash finish
externally. Bricks supported by an iron lintel have been used over the slightly cambered
window arches, as well as for the cement rendered sills. The chimneys contain mainly brick to
the living room but a mix of stone and brick to the kitchen. The internal face was more roughly
constructed, having been fully rendered with base and finish coats of sand and lime. There
remains some evidence of an ochre coloured wash having been used internally.
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Figure 50: Cottage Floor Plan
Source: EMA 2006

The stone footing is approximately 100 mm wider than the wall, which in turn is about 450mm
thick. The wall render starts approximately 200 mm above the footing, which suggests a
100mm bearer supporting a 100mm joist and a timber floor. Air vents were installed under the
floor between all rooms and the exterior. There is no evidence in the render or walls of wall
plugs or nails and it would therefore seem that any skirting board would have been of a low
profile (such as quad), nailed onto the flooring. A line of limewash approx 40mm above base
of render on one wall supports such a view.
Some sections of wall remain to their full height of 2700 mm and elsewhere there is an
extensive scatter of collapsed wall and loose stone resulting from removal of masoned stones
prior to the 1970s (Bulbeck & Boot 1990).
Window and door heads and jambs were milled hardwood with the frame having been
mortised and pinned with wooden dowels at both the head and base, with the base having
been built into the wall. Embedding the base plate into the wall would have provided
considerable rigidity to the door-jamb and would have obviated the need for nails.
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Door and window lintels internally are timber with evidence of timber lathe nailed to them to
hold the render.
A small section of beading remains on the north window of the kitchen.
In spite of the long exposure to the weather, the walls remain in relatively sound condition,
which is a testament to the quality of construction. The workmanship, evidence of detail, and
planning all suggest that the building was constructed by experienced tradesmen with the
intention that it would have a much longer life than it appears to have had.
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Figure 51: Cottage Floor Plan for Location of Figures 52 – 71
Source: EMA 2006

Figure 52: North Elevation (377)

Figure 53: East Elevation Viewed from South East (371)

Source: EMA

Source: EMA
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Figure 54: South Elevation (373)

Figure 55: West Elevation (375)

Source: EMA

Source: EMA

Figure 56: Bread Oven (379)

Figure 57: ? Room (372)

Source: EMA

Source: EMA

Figure 58: Bed 1 (392)

Figure 59: Bed 2 (388)

Source: EMA

Source: EMA
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Figure 60: Bed 3 (385)

Figure 61: Corridor Looking Towards Kitchen (387)

Source: EMA

Source: EMA

Figure 62: Kitchen – Northern Window (378)

Figure 63: Kitchen – Northern Window Detail (454)

Source: EMA

Source: EMA
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Figure 64: Kitchen – Eastern Window (382)

Figure 65: Kitchen – Chimney (380)

Source: EMA

Source: EMA

Figure 66: Kitchen – External Eastern Door (369)

Figure 67: Kitchen – Internal Doorway to Bed 3 and
Corridor (384)

Source: EMA

Source: EMA
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Figure 68: Living Room – Chimney (395)

Figure 69: Living Room – Internal Doorway (390)

Source: EMA

Source: EMA

Figure 70: Living Room – North West Corner (396)

Figure 71: Wall in Bed 2 (389)

Source: EMA

Source: EMA

3.5.2

CONDITION
Colliers cottage is in relatively sound condition although continuing to weather and deteriorate
slowly.
Some of the render continues to break down and flake off. A crack in the external wall near
the external oven appears slightly more pronounced than the 1990s photographs indicate.
The render on the window sill on the last side is extremely cracked.
There appears little evidence of more collapse of the structure since the 1990s. There is
evidence of graffiti continuing with markings in the render from 2004.
The area is reasonably protected from general access by locked gates but can be accessed
by foot.
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3.5.3

INTEGRITY
The elements that remain have high integrity as they are original fabric but the integrity is
being slowly eroded due to natural decay and some vandalism. There remains a threat of fire
which pose a risk for the remaining timber elements and to a lesser extent the masonry and
render.

3.6

Curley’s Cottage

3.6.1

DESCRIPTION
Curley‟s Cottage is some 100m west of Colliers Cottage (refer Figure 7 or 33).
The 1990 record indicated extant remains include brick fragments and stone within a small
mound of masonry rubble. Various lose building stones are lying around the mound and on
its southern edge is a line of insitu flag stones about 6m long. Two squared off stones are
probably the remnants of a doorstep. In their survey of the Kowen area Bulbeck & Boot
(1990) remarked that there was some similarity with Collier‟s in the building style consisting of
stone fabric and careful masonry techniques. This may be so but there is little evidence
remaining to compare the two buildings and to link them with the same style or technique of
building. The small Curleys cottage would have been about ten metres square. Further
archaeological and historical investigation of this site is required to fully identify and record the
existing fabric and to establish its association with Collier‟s cottage and the Kowen settlement.
There appears no visible evidence of the cottage but it may be concealed by blackberries.
There is evidence of a flattened area of land which may have been a structure.

3.6.2

CONDITION
The building is demolished with only some rubble remaining.

3.6.3

INTEGRITY
This was not able to be determined because the area has been overgrown by blackberries.
However based on the 1990s observations the most that remains above ground is building
rubble with the potential of archaeological evidence of footings.

S:\OldServer\EMA ARCHIVES\Archive 118\0654 Colliers CMP\Final Report\20081221 final CMP.doc

Page 35

EMA
Eric Martin & Associates

WILLIAM COLLIER’S STONE COTTAGE (KOWEN)

Conservation Management Plan
0654

4.0
4.1

ANALYSIS AND STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
ACT Heritage Criteria
The following criteria are specified in Section 10 of The Heritage Act 2004 as that to be
adopted for assessing places in the ACT for the Heritage Register.
(a)

it demonstrates a high degree of technical or creative achievement (or both), by
showing qualities of innovation, discovery, invention or an exceptionally fine
level of application of existing techniques or approaches;

(b)

it exhibits outstanding design or aesthetic qualities valued by the community
or a cultural group;

(c)

it is important as evidence of a distinctive way of life, taste, tradition, religion,
land use, custom, process, design or function that is no longer practised, is in
danger of being lost or is of exceptional interest;

(d)

it is highly valued by the community or a cultural group for reasons of strong
or special religious, spiritual, cultural, educational or social associations;

(e)

it is significant to the ACT because of its importance as part of local Aboriginal
tradition;

(f)

it is a rare or unique example of its kind, or is rare or unique in its comparative
intactness;

(g)

it is a notable example of a kind of place or object and demonstrates the main
characteristics of that kind;

(h)

it has strong or special associations with a person, group, event, development
or cultural phase in local or national history;

(i)

it is significant for understanding the evolution of natural landscapes, including
significant geological features, landforms, biota or natural processes;

(j)

it has provided, or is likely to provide, information that will contribute
significantly to a wider understanding of the natural or cultural history of the
ACT because of its use or potential use as a research site or object, teaching
site or object, type locality or benchmark site;

(k)

for a place—it exhibits unusual richness, diversity or significant transitions of
flora, fauna or natural landscapes and their elements;

(l)

for a place—it is a significant ecological community, habitat or locality for any
of the following:
(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)

the life cycle of native species;
rare, threatened or uncommon species;
species at the limits of their natural range;
distinct occurrences of species.

4.2

Comparative Analysis

4.2.1

NINETEENTH CENTURY COTTAGES
It is interesting to note that a report on homesteads and stations in the Canberra Region in
1900 did not include Collier‟s Cottage Glenburn, Kowen or Burbong (refer Figure 70). This is
probably because it was not associated with a Station at the time. However it and many other
cottages did exist at the time.
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Figure 72: Homesteads and Stations Canberra Region 1900
Source: National Trust File
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Many substantial ones remain today including:
Gold Creek, Gungahlin
Gungahlin Homestead, Gungahlin
Wells Station, Gungahlin
Gungaderra, Gungahlin
Horse Park, Gungahlin
Tuggeranong Homestead, Richardson
Woden Homestead, Hume
Hill Station, Hume
Rose Cottage, Hume
In the Kowen area (refer Figure 2) the main structures that remain are:
Glenburn Homestead
Glenburn Hayshed and Yard
Glenburn Shearing Shed and Yard
Kowen Homestead
Ruins of most others remain.
4.2.2

MATERIALS
The construction materials of stone are common and the size is comparable with Mugga
Mugga, Blundells and Majura Cottages that were part of the Campbell‟s Duntroon Station and
many others in the area.
The extent of Colliers Cottage ruins are not unlike the Valley in Gungahlin (by Gribble and on
ACT Heritage Register) which was pise. However in this case the stone is a more widely
used material and Collier‟s is less known than the Valley.

4.2.3

PEOPLE
Colliers Cottage has had a number of people associated with it and except for some of the
larger landholders like Campbell the key people are not well known.

4.2.4

ARCHAEOLOGY
Although no evidence of Aboriginal occupation was detected the study area has been
assessed as a Potential Archaeological Deposit (PAD). Unseen subsurface cultural material
may exist and should be assessed if and when located.

4.2.5

SETTING
The setting for Colliers Cottage is typical of rural Australia where homesteads and cottages
were established close to a water source, trees were planted around the homestead and have
matured over time. None of the fences has significance in their own right as all have evolved
and been replaced over time.
The natural attributes of a site led to its selection and was often the reason for its prior use by
aborigines (refer 4.2.4 and 3.3.5). The site has evolved with time with elements such as the
orchard altered by loss of trees and additional uncontrolled growth and other elements being
lost, such as fences, evidence of tracks and gunyah.
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4.3

Historical Themes
Using the AHC Australian Historic These the following apply to Colliers Cottage.
2.5
Promoting settlement
The earliest settlement of the site follows from the promotion of rural settlement with the
Crown Land Alienation Act of 1861.
3.16
Struggling with remoteness, hardship and failure
Colliers Place did not have a continuous or viable use evidenced by changes in occupation
and little use in the twentieth century.
8.14
Living in country and rural settlements
The remains illustrate aspects of life in a small rural collage with an orchard and some
evidence of early yards and other details of living on the land (e.g. gunyah).
2.1
Living as Australia’s earliest inhabitants
The potential for archaeological evidence would illustrate this once found.

4.4

Analysis Against the Criteria
The following in an assessment against the criteria in 4.1.
(a)

it demonstrates a high degree of technical or creative achievement (or both), by
showing qualities of innovation, discovery, invention or an exceptionally fine
level of application of existing techniques or approaches;
Colliers Cottage is typical of a small rural building which does not demonstrate a high
degree of technical or creative achievement.

(b)

it exhibits outstanding design or aesthetic qualities valued by the community
or a cultural group;
N/A

(c)

it is important as evidence of a distinctive way of life, taste, tradition, religion,
land use, custom, process, design or function that is no longer practised, is in
danger of being lost or is of exceptional interest;
Colliers place does demonstrate a way of life for people who settled the region in the
second half of the nineteenth century and the struggles they had. The elements that
reinforce this is the remains of the Cottage, orchard, fence lines and archaeological
evidence such as Curley‟s Cottage, gunyah, tracks and crossing point.
The room with only external access is rare in such a small cottage with no other
similar examples known to the authors.
The place meets this criterion to some degree.

(d)

it is highly valued by the community or a cultural group for reasons of strong
or special religious, spiritual, cultural, educational or social associations;
It is understood that some local walking groups place a high value on the Colliers
Place for aesthetic and historical associations. The place could meet this criterion to
some degree.
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(e)

it is significant to the ACT because of its importance as part of local Aboriginal
tradition;
The place has the potential for increased significance to Aboriginal people and has
the potential of meeting this criterion.

(f)

it is a rare or unique example of its kind, or is rare or unique in its comparative
intactness;
There is a rare detail of the room accessed from the exterior as discussed under
criterion (c) above but otherwise this criterion is N/A. The place meets this criterion to
some degree.

(g)

it is a notable example of a kind of place or object and demonstrates the main
characteristics of that kind;
N/A

(h)

it has strong or special associations with a person, group, event, development
or cultural phase in local or national history;
N/A

(i)

it is significant for understanding the evolution of natural landscapes, including
significant geological features, landforms, biota or natural processes;
N/A

(j)

it has provided, or is likely to provide, information that will contribute
significantly to a wider understanding of the natural or cultural history of the
ACT because of its use or potential use as a research site or object, teaching
site or object, type locality or benchmark site;
The area around Collier‟s Stone Cottage has been assessed as having potential
subsurface Aboriginal archaeological deposits and could provide information that will
contribute to a wider understanding of the history of the area.

(k)

for a place—it exhibits unusual richness, diversity or significant transitions of
flora, fauna or natural landscapes and their elements;
N/A

(l)

for a place—it is a significant ecological community, habitat or locality for any
of the following:
(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)

the life cycle of native species;
rare, threatened or uncommon species;
species at the limits of their natural range;
distinct occurrences of species.

N/A
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4.5

Statement of Significance
The place of Colliers Cottage and surrounding area demonstrate a way of life for people who
settled in the Region in the second half of the nineteenth century and the struggles they had.
It is therefore representative of settlement of the land and of construction of that period.
There remains some rare elements such as the externally accessed room.
The elements that reinforce this is the remains of Colliers Cottage, orchard, gunyah, tracks
and crossing point.
There remains a high potential of archaeological deposit in the area around Colliers Cottage
which could provide information that will contribute to a wider understanding of the aboriginal
history of the area.

4.6

Elements of Significance
The following details help clarify the elements of significance associated with the site,
buildings and landscape. They are divided as suggested by JS Kerr in the Conservation Plan
into the following levels:
Exceptional
Considerable
Some or Contributory
Little
Intrusive or Non-Contributory
The assessment is based on the elements‟ contributions to the integrity and significance of
the site and its local significance only.
Exceptional
Nil

Considerable

Some

Ruins of Collier‟s
Cottage.

Remnant
trees.

Fence lines around
Cottage.

Association
with Collier
and Curley.

Original orchard
elements.

Little
Current
fences.

Intrusive
Suckers and
additional
sections of
orchard.
Blackberries.

Archaeological
evidence of:
-

Curley‟s
Cottage;

-

gunyah;

-

tracks;

-

crossing point.

Archaeological
potential of
aboriginal artefacts.
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5.0

OPPORTUNITIES AND CONSTRAINTS

This section outlines the requirements set down by legislation and those that arise from the Statement
of Significance. This will place certain constraints and opportunities on the place, which are set down
in the policies in Section 6.

5.1

Australian Heritage Council Act 2003 (AHC Act) and Environment
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act)
The AHC Act established in January 2004 the Australian Heritage Council, a new advisory
body to the Minister for the Environment and Heritage. The Council is also responsible for
identification and protection of items on the Register of the National Estate.
Concurrent with the establishment of the Australian Heritage Council, changes to the
Environment Protection and Bio diversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) created two new
heritage lists:
The National Heritage List identifies and records places with outstanding heritage
value to the nation.
The Commonwealth Heritage List will include places or groups of places that are in
Commonwealth lands and waters or under the control of the Australian Government.
Colliers place will not satisfy the requirements of the National Heritage List there are no
obligations under this act.

5.2

ACT Heritage Council
Colliers place is nominated to the ACT Heritage Register. As a result of this CMP the place
will need formal consideration by the ACTHC for listing on the ACT Heritage Register and
then the full requirements of the Heritage Act 2004 can assist in its conservation.
The Aboriginal artefact scatters and their contents are registered by regulations and entered
on the ACT Heritage Register. Sections 74 and 75 of the Heritage Act 2004 address heritage
offences relating to Aboriginal sites and provides some protection to the sites.
As a nominated place and if registered, proposed development at the place will require
referral of the proposal by the Approval Authority, to the Heritage Council for advice. When
registered, Heritage Guidelines will specify the conservation objectives applicable to the place
and its constituent parts. Nevertheless, all proposals for change to the place should involve
consultation with the Heritage Council and depending on the nature of change, may also
require consultation with Representative Aboriginal Organisations.
Legislative constraints
Full details of Aboriginal sites are considered as restricted information and their contents are
not listed on the ACT Heritage Places Register. Under Section 51 of the ACT Heritage Act
2004, a person who discovers an Aboriginal place or object must report it to the ACT Heritage
Council. The Act imposes strict penalties for breaches, which may lead to sites being
disturbed, damaged or destroyed.
Conservation policy and specific requirements
The ACT Heritage Council promotes a general conservation policy for all Aboriginal heritage
sites. This policy states that:
1. The Aboriginal sites are to be conserved appropriately in accordance with their
individual heritage significance, taking into account their Aboriginal and
archaeological heritage values.
2. Aboriginal sites and their components form an integral part of the landscape.
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3. The spatial relationships between sites, as well as their geographic relationships to
the land, constitute significant information with potential to inform about past cultural
practices.
4. The maintenance of records about sites and their geographic location is essential for
the conservation of this information.
5. Areas that have potential to contain Aboriginal heritage sites, including areas in which
archaeological survey has not yet been undertaken, are to be managed in a way that
permits the identification, significance assessment and conservation, where
appropriate, of the Aboriginal cultural heritage resource.

5.3

National Trust of Australia (ACT)
Colliers place is not listed by the National Trust of Australia (ACT). The National Trust is a
community organisation but has no legislative power. The National Trust will maintain an
interest in the future of Colliers place as part of ACT Heritage.

5.4

Burra Charter
The Australian ICOMOS Charter for places of cultural significance (the Burra Charter, as
adopted in November 1999) provides specific guidelines for the treatment of places of cultural
significance.
This study has been prepared in accordance with those principles. The Charter provides
specific guidance for physical and procedural actions that should occur in relation to
significant places. Guidelines relevant to Colliers place are:
The significant elements of the site should be conserved and managed in a manner
which does not place the item at risk (Article 2)
Conservation works and changes on the site should be based upon a policy of
minimal intrusion and change and should not distort an appreciation of the original
fabric (Article 3)
Conservation works should be based upon best practice using traditional techniques
in preference to modern adaptations (Article 4)
Conservation and future use to consider all aspects and relative degrees of
significance (Article 5)
The policy for managing the place must be based on an understanding of significance
(Article 6)
The use of the buildings has been constant throughout their life and so a rural use in
the future should continue. (Article 7) (Refer also 6.7)
Colliers place is part of the heritage landscape of the area which needs to be
identified. However, there are opportunities of change while conserving the main
significance of the area. (Article 8) (Refer also 6.8)
Buildings to be conserved should generally be retained in their current location
(Article 9)
Contents which contribute to the cultural significance should be identified and
retained (Articles 10 and 11).
Conservation, interpretation and management of a place should be facilitated in a
manner which provides for the participation of people for whom the place has special
association and meanings (Article 12)
Co existence of cultural values to be respected (Article 13)
Conservation, preservation, restoration, reconstruction, interpretation and adaptation
are all part of the ongoing conservation of the place and should follow accepted
processes (Article 14–25)
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This study is part of the conservation process. More detailed studies of the site may
be necessary before any new major works occur to particular elements of the area
(Article 26) (Refer also 6.7)
The impact on the significance should be considered before any change occurs
(Article 27)
Existing fabric should be recorded before disturbance occurs. Disturbance of
significant fabric may occur in order to provide evidence needed for the making of
decisions on the conservation of the place (Article 28)
The decision making procedure and individuals responsible for policy should be
identified (Article 29)
Appropriate direction and supervision should be maintained through all phases of the
work and implemented by people with appropriate knowledge and skills (Article 30)
A log of new evidence and additional decisions should be kept (Article 31)
Copies of all reports and records relating to the significance and conservation of the
place should be placed in a permanent archive and be made publicly available
(Article 32)
Significant items from the site should be recorded, catalogued and protected (Article
33)
Adequate resources be provided for conservation work (Article 34)

5.5

Arising from the Statement of Significance
The general requirements are:
Elements of considerable significance should be retained and conserved in
accordance with the Burra Charter. Minor adaptation may be considered provided
significant fabric is conserved and careful recording occurs.
Elements of some significance related to the trees should be retained but could be
removed, adapted or reconstructed especially to allow for the conservation of
elements of greater significance after full recording.
Elements of little significance should be retained but could be removed in part or in
full or adapted provided impact on elements of greater significance is minimised and
only after full recording.
Elements identified as intrusive should be removed if and when practicable to reduce
the adverse impact on the overall significance of the place or to conserve elements of
greater significance.
It is important that the place be protected from risks that could lower the conservation values
of the place.

5.6

Building Controls
It is not expected that new building work will apply to this place.

5.7

Client
The client desires are for clarification of their requirements for the management of the place.

5.8

Condition of Place
The existing place is a ruin and will be managed as such.
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6.0
6.1

CONSERVATION POLICY
Introduction
The purpose of conservation policy is to provide heritage guidelines in the form of policies to
guide the ongoing protective care of places or items of significance. The policies should be
sufficiently flexible to recognise the constraints and requirements, accommodate compatible
change and at the same time enable the character and significance of the place to be
retained and conserved. In general, each policy statement is followed by an explanation to
clarify and assist in its understanding.

6.2

Overall Conservation Objective
The overall conservation objective is to ensure that the existing elements are protected from
unnecessary risk or deterioration and that controls are placed to ensure any work on the
place does not reduce conservation values.

6.3

Features Intrinsic to Significance
The features or elements that are important and should be protected are those identified as of
Considerable Significance in Section 4.6.

6.4

Conservation Planning Practice
CONSERVATION OBJECTIVE 1:
To ensure that any decisions or actions which will
impact on the significance of the place are based upon professional
conservation planning principles.
Policy 1.1

The statement of significance detailed in Clause 4.5 should be adopted
as one of the bases for guiding the ongoing management and change to
the site.

Policy 1.2

All works which will impact on the site and buildings should be
undertaken in accordance with the principles of Australia ICOMOS
including the Charter for the Conservation of Places of Cultural
Significance (Burra Charter).
It is important that experienced conservation practitioners and tradespeople
are involved in any future works in the Precinct and that sound conservation
principles are applied to any work.
Further explanation of some of these issues are included in Section 5.4.

Policy 1.3

The policies and recommendations included in this CMP should be
endorsed as a guide for the future of the site.
The following polices provide a sound and useful strategy to conserve the
site.
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6.5

Retention of Cultural Significance
CONSERVATION OBJECTIVE 2:
To minimise the loss of the historical integrity of the
site and its historic buildings, landscapes and features.
Policy 2.1

Colliers place should be conserved.
As a significant site it is important that the existing significant features are
conserved. Detailed policies to achieve this are set out below.
The recommended boundaries of the site (or place) is the whole of the area
in Figure 7 and 34 being the area of all known elements associated with the
site.

6.6

Aboriginal Archaeological Elements
CONSERVATION OBJECTIVE 3:
The potential Aboriginal archaeology is conserved
and managed appropriately.
Policy 3.1

The site be managed as a potential Aboriginal Heritage place as per the
ACT Heritage Act.
The ACT Heritage Council is developing a set of guidelines for Aboriginal
places, Statutory Guidelines for Conservation of Aboriginal Places in the
ACT.
At the time of writing this document is in draft format waiting final acceptance
by the ACT Government. When completed and in place the relevant
guidelines ensuring that Aboriginal Heritage in the context of planning for
future urban development in the study area should be exercised.

6.7

Use of Site
CONSERVATION OBJECTIVE 4:
The place to be used in ways that do not adversely
affect the existing intrinsic features to the significance.
Policy 4.1

No new building work be permitted on the site, except maintenance and
stabilisation.
This permits essential conservation of the existing structures or
maintenance/replacement of existing fences but does restrict new additions
or structures.

Policy 4.2

Grazing and general pastoral use of the site is permitted provided the
structures are not placed at risk.
The current lease arrangements can continue or be modified provided
animals are prevented from direct contact with Colliers Cottage..

Policy 4.3

No excavation or ploughing of the place be permitted.
There is a sensitivity of potential aboriginal artefacts (refer Section 6.6) and
potential disturbance of archaeological evidence of tracks, fences, etc.
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6.8

Conservation of Elements
CONSERVATION OBJECTIVE 5:
to be conserved.
Policy 5.1

The features intrinsic to the significance of the place

Essential stabilisation of the cottage ruins occur as necessary following
an annual inspection.
An annual inspection to be arranged by CALM and essential stabilisation
work occur. However if wall elements have the potential to collapse they
need to be made safe by propping re-mortaring eroded sections, etc.
Before any urgent work ACT Heritage Unit to be advised of the proposed
work before work commences.

Policy 5.2

Reasonable steps be taken to minimise vandalism of the site.
The area around Kowen should maintain the restricted access and use which
generally means that only authorised access is possible. Specially requested
access such as guided tours are encouraged as it will assist interpretation.
Walking access to the place can remain as is as it is some distance from
general access points even though some vandalism has probably been
caused by walkers.

Policy 5.3

Existing trees be retained unless unsafe and then they should be
removed but a stump retained as evidence. (Refer Policy 5.5 for orchard
trees)
Selective pruning and other steps to maximise the life expectancy of the
existing trees to be encouraged. No new tree planting to occur.

Policy 5.4

Blackberries be removed from the place.
These have the potential of affecting existing features of the place and also
restrict interpretation.
They are noxious weeks and need to be removed.

Policy 5.5

Conservation of the orchard is required including the potential to return
it to a representation of the original orchard.
A careful survey of the orchard to be undertaken to identify the location, type
and an indicative age of every tree.
This information to be assessed to determine if there was a structured
planting plan. If there was a structured plan this to be the basis of tree
selection/removal. If there is no obvious structured plan then original trees to
be retained.
Removal of trees are only allowed if it can be demonstrated that they are
suckers and not part of original planting plan
Refer also policy 5.3.
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6.9

Interpretation
CONSERVATION OBJECTIVE 6:
To provide some basic interpretation on the place
that will briefly explain the history and significance of the place.
Policy 6.1

An interpretation plaque be erected at the place.
CALM to provide one interpretation panel beside Colliers Cottage.
The panel to briefly outline the history of the place, the significance and
include a plan of the features. Reference to be included for further
information e.g. CALM Offices.

Policy 6.2

Additional research into the history of the site to be undertaken.
This will assist in a greater understanding of the place and is desirable when
and if the opportunity exists.

6.10

Management
CONSERVATION OBJECTIVE 7:
Policy 7.1

To ensure the place is appropriately managed.

An authority be defined as the custodian for the ongoing protective care
of the place.
CALM are the appropriate managers provided they manage and implement
practices consistent with this CMP.

Policy 7.2

ACT Heritage Council consider the place for listing on the ACT Heritage
Register.
This is an essential step in the conservation of the place and needs to occur
as soon as practical.

Policy 7.3

Updating of CMP should occur within an 8 – 10 year period.
The responsibility for this is the managing authority (refer Policy 7.1). The 8
– 10 year time frame is considered reasonable given low access/use of the
place.

Policy 7.4

The place be fire managed to reduce fire risk.
The area should be checked annually and action taken every Spring to
reduce fire risk. This could include mowing grass, controlled burns around
but not too close to features, removing dead trees and fire hazard material or
other appropriate measures.

Policy 7.5

The place to be recorded before any work is undertaken.
Before any work, even essential stabilisation work required to protect the site
(refer Policy 5.1), the site to be photographically recorded and the record
archived with ACT Heritage Unit. All work to the place to be recorded in a log
and archived at ACT Heritage Unit.
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ATTACHMENT A
2006 Site Photographs
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ATTACHMENT A
The photographs in this Attachment are those taken in 2006 and are outlined in the following two
plans taken from the report.
The captions on the photos refer to the figure numbers on the plans for those photos included in the
report. Other site photos taken are at the end of the list preceded by the word “Site”.
In brackets at the end of the caption is the number of the original photographs included for reference
to full size photos only.
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Site Plan for Location of Figures 37 – 49
Source: EMA 2006
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Figure 51: Cottage Floor Plan for Location of Figures 52 – 71
Source: EMA 2006
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ATTACHMENT B
Section 9 (The Ruins of Collier Homestead) and
Section 10 (The Ruins of Curley’s Hut) of
Colin McAlister‟s Twelve Historic Sites on the Glenburn and
Burbong Areas of the Kowen Forest, ACT
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