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My vision for the NPA 
I'm honoured to be the president of NPA ACT – and very 
conscious that I will be leading one of the ACT’s most 
significant environment organisations. 

I joined NPA in 2020, having been impressed by its strong and 
effective advocacy work for parks and reserves.  

My vision for NPA is for it to continue to be a high-profile 
conservation organisation that people of all ages and 
backgrounds will want to join to explore nature reserves in and 
around Canberra. 

An organisation that people will join if they want to support ACT 
parks through on-ground work or research projects, or to lobby 
politicians about the management of ACT reserves and beyond, 
or to learn more about our Indigenous history and community. 

And an organisation that the ACT Government will consult and 
listen to about the conservation of our nature reserves. 

We do much of this already. But 
to keep doing so and to remain 
an influential and 
respected conservation 
organisation in the ACT, we 
need a strong, diverse and 
committed membership 
base. 

I strongly encourage you, 
where you can, to get involved, perhaps by joining a 
subcommittee, or suggesting, organising or joining an 
activity, or simply encouraging friends and colleagues 
to join us or follow us on social media. 

I look forward to meeting more of you at our events or 
online during the year ahead. 

Rosemary Hollow

From the President

A year of challenge, change and progress 
The past year was one of transition as we gradually returned to 
more normal activities following the disruptions caused by 
COVID-19. Although some meetings were still held online, 
outings and work parties have resumed, and with increasing 
attendance and new leaders. Our dynamic citizen-science project 
continues to collect important new data on Rosenberg's Goanna. 
Membership is increasing and generous donations make all our 
work possible. 

*Environment Directorate Grants* 
Recently the outstanding proposals written by Don Fletcher and 
Allan Sharp with Rosemary Hollow resulted in NPA ACT being 
awarded two EPSDD grants. These will support our continuing 
citizen-science studies of Rosenberg’s Goanna and the update of 
our website to be compatible with our social media platforms and 
various digital devices. 

Projects 
Citizen-science study of goannas completes fifth year. Don 
Fletcher and John Brickhill with their team of loyal and 
enthusiastic volunteers persisted in field studies this past year in 
the face of near impassable roads and dangerously flooded 
stream crossings. They continue to gather new and interesting 
information about this significant resident of Namadgi having now 
identified over 100 individuals by their distinctive facial markings. 
This year’s work was funded by the Bubb bequest to NPA ACT for 
studies of large native animals. Reports on goanna research 
frequently appear in the NPA Bulletin. 

Annually, an NPA Scholarship is given to support an Honours 
Student at the ANU Fenner School of Environment and Society. 
The 2022 recipient is Maisie Walker Stelling who will do genetic 
studies on the New Holland Mouse. Two previous recipients gave 
online presentations of their work at our October general 
meeting: Shoshana Rapley (2019 recipient) and Margot 
Schneider (2020 recipient). 

Advocacy 
Roads in Namadgi: As a result of the 2020 fire and subsequent 
2 years of flooding, the condition of the roads in Namadgi, 
especially the fire trails, has been a major concern. The public 
road to Orroral Campground is still closed due to the washout of 
the low-level Rocky Crossing. This closes a popular region of 
Namadgi to many activities. NPA, along with Canberra 

Bushwalking Club and Brindabella 
Bushwalking Club, have expressed our 
concern on this issue in a joint letter to 
Roads Minister Steel several months 
ago. 

An even greater concern is the 
severe erosion by flooding on 
fire trails and bridges within 
Namadgi. These roads are critical for access by both 
emergency services and management vehicles. To 
enhance awareness of members of the Legislative 
Assembly (MLAs) to the repairs needed, we organised 
a tour of this deteriorating road system in collaboration 
with the Parks and Conservation Service. Three of the 
seven invited MLAs and several staff members 
participated along with five representatives of the 
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development 
Directorate (EPSDD) in an all day tour. There were 
many positive comments from both MLA and EPSDD 
attendees. A photo book was prepared for interested 
MLAs who could not attend. We are hoping to see some 
major improvements in these roads in the very near 
future. 
A webinar on threats to Kosciuszko National Park 
(KNP) was a new initiative this year organised by 
Cynthia Burton. It drew over 100 attendees. Speakers 
were Gary Dunnett, CEO of NPA NSW, and Richard 
Swain, Indigenous Ambassador for Reclaim Kosci. 
Threats to KNP by Snowy Hydro 2.0 construction, ski 
resort expansion and an ever-increasing population of 
feral horses were discussed by the speakers and a 
lively discussion session ensued. 

Outreach and publicity 
Protecting the ACT’s Unique Environment, a two-
session U3A Course, was developed by Allan Sharp. 
The first session included four presentations by 
members on various aspects of our work. The second 
session was a visit to Namadgi Visitor Centre with a 
presentation by Park Manager Brett McNamara and a 
tour led by Martin Chalk at Glendale, the site of 
previous work parties. This was so successful that we 
plan to offer it twice next year with the content spread 
over three sessions. 

Annual report 2021–22
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Communications: Four attractive and 
informative Bulletins were produced by a 
rotating roster of editors Allan Sharp, Brian 
Slee, Philip Gatenby and Kevin McCue with 
Sonja Lenz; design by Sabine Friedrich and 
copyediting by Ed Highley. The Burning Issues 
newsletter emailed to members prior to each 
monthly meeting is prepared by Cynthia 
Burton and Allan Sharp. They also manage our 
social media posts and online promotion which 
have brought non-members to our activities and 
meetings. Many then decided to join. 

Outings, work parties and other activities 
Walks convener Mike Bremers scheduled from 
one to three walks each week this year 
although not all happened due to adverse 
weather. He introduced some flexibility into the 
program, with short-notice walks details 
emailed to those on the list. Half-day nature 
and cultural walks attracted both members and 
non-members and most were oversubscribed. 

Monthly NPA work parties were organised by 
Martin Chalk, Michaela Popham and Brian Slee 
to complete a variety of weed and fence 
removal tasks in Namadgi and other nature 
reserves (see p. 6). Brian Slee compiled 
information on walks and work party 
participation and the database confirms 
increased activity and attendance. 

The semi-annual Art Week at Gudgenby 
Cottage and exhibition of the resulting art at 
the Namadgi Visitor Centre have been 
organised for years by Adrienne Nicholson and 
Hazel Rath. Organising responsibility has now 
been taken on by Eleanor Cotterell. Many 
thanks to Adrienne and Hazel. 

The Geoff Hope Memorial Walk was 
organised by Di Thompson to honour the life 
and work of fen and bog ecologist and NPA 
member Professor Geoff Hope. This 3-day 
camping event was held at Dunn’s Flat in KNP, 
the site of some of Geoff’s scientific studies. It 
was attended by 16 campers from NPA ACT 
and NPA NSW, some of his scientific colleagues 
and representatives from Reclaim Kosci. 

Monthly general meetings were coordinated by Annette Smith with 
speakers arranged by Cynthia Burton. Topics presented ranged from 
conservation to bushwalking to political advocacy to volcanoes. The best 
attended was a talk by Namadgi Manager Brett McNamara describing his 
30-year career as a park ranger. Many thanks to all the speakers and the 
volunteers who do the set up for the meetings. 
The NPWS Southern Ranges Regional Advisory Committee 
provides advice on the management of KNP and other parks and 
reserves in the area of NSW surrounding the ACT. Member Linda Groom 
has been appointed to the committee and Di Thompson has been 
reappointed. 

Management Committee news 
We were pleased to welcome two new members this year: Jan Gatenby 
as treasurer and Viv Schweizer as minutes secretary. 

Retirements 
Three long-term members have recently chosen to retire after decades 
of service. On behalf of all the members, I thank you all for your 
enthusiasm, commitment, and hard work. We will miss you all. 

• Chris Emery joined the committee in 2002. He has served as vice 
president (5 years) and treasurer (8 years plus 3 as backup). In 
2003, he established our website and has been webmaster ever 
since. Chris also took on the responsibility of installing and updating 
the office hardware and software and created and maintains the 
membership database. He carried out the duties of public officer for 
many years. 

• Kevin McCue also joined the committee in 2002. He served as 
president (3 years), publications convener (10 years), Bulletin 
working group coordinator and Bulletin editor (6 years). He 
convened three NPA symposia on current environmental issues and 
represented NPA ACT on the National Parks Australia Council for 
which he was also public officer for about 10 years. 

• Sonja Lenz joined the committee in 2004 and has been our capable 
secretary and efficient office manager for 17 years with exemplary 
organisation and attention to detail. She has significantly contributed 
to the publications subcommittee and the Bulletin working group and 
managed the sales and distribution of our books. 

Last words: NPA ACT is well respected in the ACT Legislative Assembly, 
in Parks and Conservation and in the wider ACT conservation community. 
I have been pleased to represent NPA ACT over the past 5 years and 
have attempted, with the help of other committee members, to enhance 
its reputation and effectiveness. Many thanks to all the dedicated and 
hardworking members who provided support and encouragement. I now 
turn the leadership over to the very capable Rosemary Hollow. 

Esther Gallant

Reflec%ons on Barwon River (see p.23.) Photo by Mike Bremers
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The association remains in a comfortable financial position, with net assets of $104,120. During the 
financial year income exceeded expenditure by $18,504, thanks largely to generous member 
donations which were up 89% on the previous year and will be used to carry out the association’s 
various projects. Our field guides have also continued to sell well. No ACT Government financial 
support for the Rosenberg’s monitor project was received in 2021–22, so all expenditure on that 
project was financed from the NPA Bubb Fund. This fund is used to support research into the 
conservation of native animals. Expenditure from the fund is shown as income from bequests at 
the time the expenditure occurs.  

Many thanks to Chris Emery for his work as Treasurer for many years, and for his assistance in easing me into the role. 

The complete audited financial reports are on our website. 
Jan Gatenby 

Income 2021–22: 

Expenditure 2021-22:

Financial report 2021–22

Income 2021-22

Donations $31,821

Grants and bequests $26,709

Book sales $15,012

Membership fees $5,497

Interest $2,737

Other $787

Total $82,563

Expenditure 2021-22

Rosenberg's monitor project $26,034

Cost of books sold $9,220

Scholarships $9,000

Bulletin $4,645

BW NSW affiliation & insurance $3,662

Office accommodation $3,580

Miscellaneous $3,177

Donations $2,000

Other office costs $1,204

Depreciation $844

Meetings $692

Total $64,059

On High 
 Tired but elated, we say farewell to France, cross the Pyrenees and come down into Spain. To the abbey at Roncesvalles. A 
beautiful day’s walk through bare uplands, across a pass at 1400 m and then down through glittering beech forest. I’m amazed at 
my achievement, thanks to these two great friends. I feel one is pushing me and one pulling me along. Today I felt fit and tuned in 
after two weeks of walking the Camino through France, and came up and over the high country slowly and steadily. How 
wonderful to be in a high mountain range again. 

up there 

in the wind and the sky 

heart lightens 

chocolate sweetens 

stale bread and sardines Gerry Jacobson

https://www.npaact.org.au//res/File/2022/NPA%202021-22%20Audited%20Financial%20Statements.pdf
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Since the last issue of the Bulletin, NPA ACT has been very busy with trees, 
having made two submissions on the protection of the ACT’s trees. 
The first of these was on the Urban Forest Bill. The protection of trees within 
the urban context has a significant bearing on Canberra’s nature reserves. 
They can assist in connectivity between more natural areas and, in particular, 
for native trees in the urban landscape, they can provide important habitat. 
The Bill sets a target of 30 per cent tree canopy cover across Canberra’s urban 
environment by 2045. NPA supported the replacement of the existing Tree 
Protection Act 2005 with the new Bill to improve urban tree protection on both 
public and private land. 
NPA stressed, however, that an urban forest can and should contain much 
more than trees, as shrubs, ground layer and leaf litter are essential parts of a 
forest ecosystem. The ACT Urban Forest Strategy (2020) gives comprehensive 
guidance on practical methods of enhancing the urban forest, but this has 
been overlooked by the Urban Forest Bill.  
The Bill concentrates on the legal protection of existing individual trees and 
their treatment when threatened by development, but does not mention the 
need for the growth of additional trees. The Bill does require financial 
contributions to be made for tree removal but NPA queried whether these 
were high enough to provide sufficient incentive for landholders and, 
particularly, developers, to seek alternatives to tree removal. In addition, NPA 
believes that mature native trees have a particular conservation value and the 
fee for removing these should reflect this and be set at a level which is an 
effective disincentive to removal or significant damage. 
NPA’s second submission followed on from this last point, being on the Draft 
Action Plan to Prevent the Loss of Mature Native Trees in the Territory. This 
plan addresses one of the important areas of conservation in the ACT. By 
protecting mature native trees (MNTs) we are conserving rich habitats which 

are important for so many of 
the ACT’s important flora and 
fauna species. The draft plan 
lists 30 actions to 
enhance the protection 
of MNTs and to 
encourage the 
recruitment of new 
trees. In the main 
these were supported by NPA. 
NPA observed that the ability of the draft 
action plan to meet its objectives will be 
heavily dependent on legislation and 
associated regulation. In particular, the 
protection of MNTs in urban and greenfield 
developments relies heavily on the content of 
the Urban Forest Bill. 
As always, the full text of these submissions 
can be found on NPA’s website. 
While NPA is a strong supporter of protecting 
the ACT’s forests and woodlands, a number of 
examples have recently come to its attention 
of the planting of trees within grasslands, with 
the potential to compromise the integrity of 
these threatened ecosystems. NPA encourages 
reforestation, just not in grasslands. 

Rod Griffiths 
Convener, Environment Subcommittee

From the Environment Subcommittee

The National Parks Association (NPA ACT) conducted 
three fewer work parties than normal over the 
reporting period. Wet weather and COVID restrictions 
took July to September off the program. Six of the 
seven work parties took place within Namadgi 
National Park, while the aim of the seventh was 
African Love Grass control in the Red Gum reserve on 
Sheep Station Creek, just south of Tharwa. 
In Namadgi, the NPA ACT’s activities have been 
spread across a number of locations. Of significance 
was the seventh work party to remove redundant 
stock fencing from the Gudgenby Valley; conducted in 
June 2022. These fences typically comprise multiple 
strands of barbed wire, plus mesh supported by 
multiple strands of high-tensile wire, all held in place 
by star pickets. This work has been underway since 
2015 with some 5.5 km removed so far and 
approximately 700 m to go. These fences have been 

a threat to wildlife, especially kangaroos and bats, and their removal is 
a milestone for conservation in this area. 
Fence removal work has also been undertaken in the Glendale area 
between the Parks and Conservation Service (PCS) Glendale Depot and 
Reedy Creek. The second of two work parties was conducted in October 
2021, which resulted in a total of 1.3 km now removed. There are 
420 m remaining. 
It’s not always about removal! In February 2022 the NPA ACT assisted 
PCS staff to complete the installation of shade-cloth panels in selected 
locations on Snowy Flat.  This montane wetland was badly damaged in 
the 2020 fires and the recovery of the sphagnum moss was at risk. The 
shade-cloth panels reduce ultraviolet light damage to the moss and 
assist in its recovery. This technique was successfully used at Rotten 
Swamp following the 2003 fires. The 36 panels installed in February 
complemented the 46 installed in December 2020. The panels will 
remain in place for some 7 years. 

Martin Chalk

Month Activity Agency Participants

May Moore's Hill - A. baileyana control postponed due to rain. PCS N/A

June

Gudgenby fence removal. Removal of the fences on the low ridge southwest of 
Rendezvous Creek and 600 m northwest of the Boboyan Road continued the 
work done in June 2019. A total of 280 m of fencing material (mix of barbed 
wire, plain wire, mesh and fence posts) were removed during this work party. 
Approximately 600 m remain.

PCS
9 in the 

morning, 7 in 
the afternoon

July

Moores Hill - A. baileyana (Cootamundra Wattle) control. The wattle thickets 
opposite the Cotter campground were cut/dabbed - 1670 plants treated. 
Additionally, 66 blackberry, 92 briar, 112 mahonia, 19 pyracanthas, 3 
cotoneaster and 1 privet were cut/dabbed. Fourteen pines were also felled. The 
results of August 2018 were checked and confirmed to have been effective. 

PCS 9

NPA work party summary – May to July 2022

Parkcare activities FY2021–22: review
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Bogong Creek plain – Mountains Kelly, Burbidge and Namadgi with snowy tops in June 2022. Photo by Rupert BarneI

With COVID-19 restrictions eased, about 30 
members, attired with face masks, turned up at 
the O’Connor Uniting Church hall on a wet and 
windy night for NPA ACT’s 2022 annual general 
meeting. It was very pleasing to see quite a few 
new and younger faces in the hall. 

Outgoing President Esther Gallant welcomed 
everybody to the meeting and, after mastering 
the computer with the help of Vice President 
Rosemary Hollow, displayed first the agenda and 
then the minutes of the 2021 AGM for 
confirmation by attendees. She then gave an 
illustrated overview of her annual report (see the 
full report on p 3–4). 

The first highlight was the success of two grant 
applications to the ACT Government’s 
Environment, Planning and Sustainable 
Development Directorate (EPSDD) for continued 
work on the Rosenberg’s Goanna citizen-science 
project and the update of NPA’s website. These 
grants will allow the goanna project to continue 
into the analysis phase; and the website and 
social media platforms to integrate more closely. 

The goanna project volunteers continued to 
gather new field data in the past year, although 
access to the study area was limited by 
continued flooding rains making roads and 
stream crossings impassable. The intrepid 
volunteers virtually climbed mountains to access 
the goanna burrows and nesting mounds. All 
expenses for the past year were paid from the 
Bubb Fund. 

The severe erosion of fire trails and bridges and 
the need to spend more resources on their repair 
was brought to the ACT Government’s attention 
when NPA took members of the Legislative 
Assembly and EPSDD representatives on an all-
day 4-wheel-drive tour (Esther showed some 
dramatic slides of partially submerged volunteer 
vehicles on the fire trails crossing flooded 
creeks). 

A first for NPA was holding a U3A course 
Protecting the ACT’s Unique Environment that 

was so successful that NPA will repeat that kind of outreach event twice 
next financial year. 

At the end of her report Esther thanked three retiring committee 
members – Chris Emery, Sonja Lenz and Kevin McCue – for their 
decades of work on the committee, acknowledged by the meeting with 
applause. 

Esther invited the Treasurer, Jan Gatenby, to give her report (p. 5). The 
financial statements had been audited, and the auditor has agreed to 
do the audit for NPA next year. Jan thanked Chris Emery for all the 
support he had given to ease her into her position. 

One last pleasant task for the retiring President was to bestow 
Honorary Life Membership on Di Thompson for her decades of leading 
walks and work parties for NPA as well as her environmental advocacy 
efforts (see citation on p. 8). In reply Di acknowledged that she could 
not have achieved so much without the support of all her NPA friends. 

Esther relayed her appreciation of, and thanks for, all the experience 
and knowledge of committee members and other willing helpers from 
NPA who had helped her do her job as the President and called on the 
Returning Officer, Mike Smith, to conduct the election of office holders 
and committee members. 

Four members had already resigned or were not standing for their 
positions on the committee this year, one of them being Esther who will 
remain ex-officio on the committee as Immediate Past President. A 
great effort, mainly by Vice President Rosemary, had resulted in 
several new members volunteering for various positions on the 
committee. The Returning Officer announced all positions vacant and 
conducted the election for financial year 2022—23: 

President   Rosemary Hollow   
Vice President  Tor (Victoria) Wilson 
Treasurer  Jan Gatenby 
Secretary  <vacant> 

Committee members Esther Gallant (Immediate Past President) 
   Mike Bremers 
   Cynthia Burton 
   Jennifer Carter 
   Hugh Coppell 
   Rod Griffiths 
   Alison Russell-French 
   Viv Schweizer 
   Allan Sharp 

Jennifer Carter has agreed to be Public Officer. Unfortunately, the 
position of Secretary remains vacant but can be filled during the year. 

NPA’s 2022 AGM and a new-look committee
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This election result was greeted with applause from the 
floor, especially because the new members markedly 
reduce the age profile of the committee. 

Mike congratulated the elected committee and called on 
the newly elected NPA President to take the chair. 
Rosemary told the meeting she felt very honoured to take 
on the President’s position for the next year and 
introduced the new members to everyone present. 

Representing the membership, Di Thompson 
acknowledged the huge contribution Esther had made to 
the NPA in her time at the helm and thanked her by 
emphasising that ‘Esther had worked very hard and 

become a real leader’. Enthusiastic applause from the meeting 
confirmed these statements. 

Rosemary then presented flower bouquets to the retiring 
president and secretary to acclamation from the floor (the 
other two retiring members, Chris Emery and Kevin McCue, 
had sent apologies and weren’t at the meeting). 

A slide show of photos taken at NPA activities during the past 
year was then displayed with accompanying words from the 
new president who then closed the meeting and invited 
members to partake of the supper provided. 

Sonja Lenz 

Dianne Thompson has been a strong advocate for upholding the 
Aims and Objectives of the NPA ACT. She is a committed and 
tenacious voice for the protection and low-impact enjoyment of 
the environment. 

Di joined the NPA ACT in 1983, leading her first day walk in 1984. 
She was soon leading weekend pack walks then multi-day family 
car camps and longer pack walks. In the early 90s, she became 
Outings Officer, and in 1991 became Vice President for three 
years. 

Di has contributed to many NPA ACT work parties including the 
restoration of Orroral Homestead, and removing pine wildings, 
broom and briar roses in Namadgi National Park. She organised 
NPA ACT work parties in the Budawangs, a favourite area for NPA 
car camps and walks. 

In 2001 she became the conservation representative on the 
Interim Namadgi Advisory Board (INAB) that was disbanded in 
2007. Di has continued to promote respect for Indigenous culture 
and knowledge. 

Di’s knowledge of park management beyond the ACT 
provides valuable insights to the present and threats 
to the ACT’s water catchment, ecosystems and 
cultural heritage. 

She continues to provide regular activities to inform 
members of issues facing national parks and the 
impact of feral horses. Since 2013, she has led at 
least five ad-hoc trips with NPA ACT members to the 
Cowombat Flat, Tantangara, Yarrangobilly and Snowy 
Plain areas of KNP where NPWS staff usually met the 
groups. She planned and led the advertised 2019 
camp for NPA ACT and CBC members to see first-
hand the horse damage in KNP, close to the ACT 
border. Her photos from these trips are widely used in 
environmental publicity. 

In September 2018 Di conceived and planned a full-
day field trip for ACT officials, endorsed by NPA ACT, 
to the western NNP border with KNP and the RAMSAR 
Ginini Wetlands. The diverse group included ACT 
Parks and Conservation Service (PCS) managers, ACT 
politicians, Indigenous members of the former INAB, 
the ACT Commissioner for Sustainability and the 
Environment, Icon Water and the presidents of the 
CBC and the NPA ACT. 

PCS manager Brett McNamara wrote to NPA ACT in 
appreciation: 

I’m unaware of any other time in the history of the Parks 
Service whereby representatives from all political 
persuasions within the ACT Assembly, along with the 
Office of the Commissioner for the Environment have 
come together for an onsite briefing. Albeit high in the 
misty mountains of Namadgi, it was an historic 
occasion. 

Undoubtedly the message around the Cotter as our 
principal water catchment resonated. The threat from 
NSW feral horses, not if but when, impacting upon 
these values was clearly understood. The historical 
context that we walk in the footsteps of those who have 
been protecting this catchment for over 100 years was 
not lost. 

Such an event would not have been possible without 
the support of our community. To that end the lobbying 
efforts of the National Parks Association and others, was 
the key to a highly successful and very informative day. 
The tireless efforts of Di Thompson and Esther Gallant 
were powerful. I sensed that those in attendance have 
discovered a new appreciation for the life of a raindrop, 
from a cloud to a CBR coffee cup. Perfect. 

Nomination for Honorary Life Membership for Di Thompson

Di Thompson received her Honorary Life Membership at the AGM. Photo by Rod Griffiths
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In November 2019 Di initiated and organised a VIP trip to the 
Tantangara area of KNP to observe the impact of feral horses. A 
helicopter was hired to transport ACT politicians from each political 
party, together with an ACT PCS manager. A bus took 
representatives of the Southern Ranges Regional Advisory 
Committee (SRRAC), other politicians, MLA staffers, ACT 
Environment bureaucrats, rangers, scientists, and Icon Water 
representatives. Most importantly, Mick Pettit, Southern Ranges 
Regional Manager, NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS), 

met and addressed the group in KNP to provide 
local advice. Di’s long membership on the SRRAC 
and other KNP advisory committees made this 
possible. 

As a result of this campaign, the ACT Assembly 
passed a zero-tolerance feral horse plan of 
management for Namadgi National Park in 2020. 

Di keeps a network of contacts within NPWS, ACT 
PCS, aboriginal stakeholders, the science 
community and other environmentalists, informed 
of ongoing environmental issues. She is frequently 
called on to give radio and TV interviews mainly on 
feral horse issues. 

Di’s photographic record ‘Ring of Fire 2003’ is an 
important part of the ACT’s collective memory of 
the effects of the 2003 bushfires. She spoke at the 
NPA’s August 2021 meeting on the damage she 
had observed by bulldozing firebreaks during the 
2019/20 fires. 

Di has been the recipient of national and local 
awards for her service to conservation and the 
environment. 

Conclusion 

Di’s influence has succeeded in having the ACT’s 
management plan for feral horses updated, and 
convincingly educated lead politicians in the ACT of 
the vital importance of keeping the ACT free of 
feral horses, whether from KNP or adjacent private 
land. In the process she has been a mentor to 
others within the NPA ACT and the wider 
community in negotiating the political and 
bureaucratic processes to optimise outcomes. 

Her leadership can’t be underestimated. Di has 
opened the door to much closer communications 
and cooperation between NPA ACT, ACT politicians 
and PCS and enhanced the reputation of NPA ACT 
in the process. She also demonstrated how 
vulnerable the ACT is to what happens in KNP. Di’s 
drive and enthusiasm has inspired many to enjoy 
and respect the natural environment, and to join 
the fight for its protection. 

Lodged with the Management Committee of the  

STOP PRESS Dr Alec Baille 
Costin AM (30/8/1925 — 
22/08/2022), Fellow of the 
Australian Academy of 
Science and Chief Research 
Scientist and Alpine 
Ecologist at CSIRO, Plant 
Industry, has died at the 
age of 96. He will be sorely 
missed. 

Alec was a scientist, activist 
and government advisor, a co-founder of the 
Australian Conservation Foundation and was 
instrumental in the conservation of the Australian 
Alps over eight decades from 1946 through to the 
21st century. His early research led to a ban on 
livestock grazing in the Snowy Mountains, a 
precursor to them being declared a national park. 
Alec was a mentor and inspiration to generations of 
mountain ecologists whose work will build on his 
legacy for decades.

After the fires at Yerrabi Track (Jan 2021). Photo by Chris Emery
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The 2021 State of the Environment Report, held back by the previous government’s 
Environment Minister Sussan Ley, was released on 18 July 2022 by the new 
government’s counterpart Tanya Plibersek. It has a lamentable message that nature 
in Australia is in trouble, worse trouble than most other countries on Earth. 

If you take care of Country, Country will take care of you – and we haven’t; the 
emphasis of governments and business has been a short-term one of ringing 
every dollar possible from the land and water for the agriculture, forestry and 
mining sectors, most of it for export. Some of these industries pay no tax (gold 
mining) or little tax (oil and gas), so we have very little to show for shipping out 
our natural resources over the past 200 years. 

Our environment is in a pitiable condition, carbon dioxide and methane levels 
are increasing dramatically. Despite the warnings from scientists to politicians 
and the public over the past 30 years, the average temperature is increasing, 
as evidenced by rising sea levels and melting glaciers. Our native animals and 
plants are threatened, more and more of them listed as vulnerable or 
threatened with extinction. 

The Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 
is ineffective, under-resourced and outdated, and does not bind the states to 
any legal actions. 

National parks and other public reserves play an important role in protecting 
landscapes and wildlife. As islands in a degraded landscape they need to be 
interconnected to be more effective: a web of nature through the landscape. 
With a rapidly changing environment, they alone are not enough, private land 
conservation must also play a role in achieving effective and long-term 
conservation outcomes. 

Due to a lack of resources, offset proposals are not working and need overview, 
like for like, with real guarantees of long-term protection. The growing 
dependence on offsets to protect matters of national environmental significance 
from the disruptive effects of development is also subject to rorts, with 
inadequate monitoring and oversight. 

In the ACT, development is rampant, 
population exploding without limits (see 
plot attached). Neither side of 
government is willing to discuss limits to 
growth, putting the environment, health 
system, schools and affordable housing 
under huge pressure. There are not 
enough resources allocated to provide 
for the demands of the current 
population, let alone the projected 
population of half a million people in 
2028. It is the environment that pays 
the price: our rivers are dammed, the 
land stripped for housing development 
with unhealthy high-density living 
clustered around shopping centres. The 
high growth rate in Canberra has 
severely stretched the economy of the 
ACT with an unappreciated cost of poor 
building quality, poor health provisions 
and low education outcomes, resulting in 
increased crime and beggars in our 
shopping centres. As for native animals, 
the list of threatened species in the ACT 
is growing, even the Bogong Moth that 
used to migrate through here to feed in 
its millions each year may not survive. 

The federal government is stretched 
after inheriting record debt and with a 
promise not to increase taxes but, if the 
decline of the environment is to be 
arrested and reversed, serious action is 
needed now, today. It is up to 
organisations such as the NPAs and like 
environmental groups to find a role 
quickly and provide expert advice to 
governments, at federal, state and local 
levels. 

Locally, the mad rush to fill the ACT with 
people must stop; that should be the top 
priority. After 10 years of lost 
opportunity, a small expert advisory 
body from universities, government and 
the private sector should be assembled 
immediately to develop a strategy to 
stop the extinction crisis facing our 
native species. Halting all land clearing 
would be another high priority and not 
far behind that would be rewriting the 
EPBC Act to give it teeth. (Ed.) 

Reference:  
https://soe.dcceew.gov.au 

State of the Environment

Canberra’s exponential growth 1910 - 2022
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Remember well what we have told you 
And don’t forget where you come from 
Mother Earth will always hold you 
And you are born of just one song 

                               From One Song by Archie Roach 

In 1788 the local mob of what is now Canberra numbered 
about five hundred. That is the estimate of the first of the 
European explorers and settlers, who began to arrive a 
couple of decades later. We would view it as a small number, 
but it presumably reflected the natural resources available 
to the Indigenous people who had sustained a livelihood 
here for many millennia. The ACT population is now almost 
a thousand times larger. 

A regular annual event for the mob back then was the trip 
to the mountains to the west, around what is now called 
Mount Gingera, to celebrate and feast on the millions of 
Bogong Moths that arrived from up to 1,000 km away in the 
north and northwest in late spring–early summer. This was 
a big event on the calendar, at which the local people would 
be joined by members of surrounding tribes. Similar events 
occurred across the High Country, comparable perhaps to 
latter-day music festivals, but likely with much greater 
direct audience participation. 

Wildlife was also a beneficiary of the lepidopteran influx, 
which provided high-quality food for mammals, including 
the Mountain Pygmy Possum, and birds such as currawongs 
and ravens. It wasn’t so long ago that at least a cohort of 
the local currawong population regularly migrated to the 
mountains every summer to breed. No more; apparently 
the pickings at lower altitude are now perfectly adequate all 
year round. 

The annual celebration of the Bogong Moth was short-lived 
after European colonisation. Within less than a hundred 
years, the Indigenous people had virtually disappeared, the 
victims of smallpox and other exotic diseases, displacement 
and interracial conflict. Their song had ended. 

But the Bogong Moth flew on, as it has done for at least 
10,000 years according to entomologists, and became a 
signature species in the prehistory, history and social and 
cultural fabric of our region. It has been much studied and 
the literature on it is voluminous, extending even to poetry: 
children’s author and poet Kathryn Apel (at 
katswhiskers.wordpress.com), for example, describes in 
verse, in immaculate detail, the life story of the Bogong 
Moth. Science recognises its remarkable nocturnal long-

distance migration. In reporting the results of their 
comprehensive research on the Bogong Moth’s epic annual 
nocturnal migrations, the authors of a 2016 paper write, 
with characteristic scientific understatement, that ‘Far from 
being yet another dull brown moth, the Bogong moth 
emerges as a most extraordinary insect’. 

Now, however, all is far from well. Over recent years, its 
numbers have declined dramatically, so much so that, on 11 
February 2021, the International Union for the Conservation 
of Nature (IUCN) listed the species as ‘Endangered’, with the 
following justification. 

This species is listed as Endangered. It is expected to have a 
very small area of occupancy (estimated here at up to 1,500 
km2, but this is likely to be a large overestimate and the true 
value is more like to be < 500 km2). This value is based on 
the non-breeding range of this species i.e. based on summer 
mountainous aestivation sites (a critical part of its life cycle), 
and the known and potential resident subpopulations that do 
not migrate to the aestivation area. There is a continuing 
decline in the extent and quality of both its winter breeding 
habitat and its summer aestivation caves as a result of 
ongoing climate change induced droughts and temperature 
changes. The species is considered to occur at fewer than five 
locations. with the whole of the aestivation range for 
migrating subpopulations considered to be one location 
defined by an event of the scale of the 2017–2018 drought, 
which was associated with dramatic declines (from millions 
to a handful of individuals) in numbers recorded in 
aestivation caves throughout this species’ range. 

Is this the beginning of the end for the Bogong Moth? One 
hopes not but, given the complexities of its natural history 
and current environmental pressures, it seems likely that it 
will become another victim of the perverse, widespread 
general reluctance to give Mother Earth her due. 

Ed Highley 

More information 
Flood, Josephine 1996. Moth hunters of the Australian Capital 
Territory: Aboriginal traditional life in the Canberra region. Self-
published. Available through the ACT Library Service. 

Warrant, E., Frost, B., Green, K. et al. 2016. The Australian Bogong 
Moth Agrotis infusa: a long-distance nocturnal navigator. Frontiers 
in Behavioral Science, Vol. 10, article 77.  
Available at https://doi.org/10.3389/fnbeh.2016.00077. 

Warrant, E.J., Whitehouse, M.E.A., Green, K.P. et al. 2021. Agrotis 
infusa. Available at <iucnredlist.org>.

Is this goodnight to the Bogong Moth? Bogong Moth (AgroAs infusa),  
Kosciuzsko Na%onal Park. Photo by Suzi Bond

http://katswhiskers.wordpress.com
https://doi.org/10.3389/fnbeh.2016.00077
http://iucnredlist.org
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Michael Mulvaney: a life shared with wildlife

Citizen science

Part of the crowd at the rally. Photo by Peta Bulling

Leading ACT conservationist Michael Mulvaney talks about 
his passion for wildlife and the importance of citizen science. 
Allan Sharp reports. 

At an early age, ACT conservationist Michael Mulvaney decided 
he wanted to share his life with wildlife. 
‘I grew up on a big block in Yarralumla with Willie Wagtails, 
Scarlet Robins, Bearded Dragons and Trapdoor spiders,’ he 
said. ‘I loved having this life around and the wish to keep 
sharing my life with wildlife led me into conservation. My 
parents indulged and grew my passion by frequently taking my 
siblings and me into the bush.’ 
Before retiring, Michael worked as a senior conservation officer 
with the ACT Government and was part of the teams that 
negotiated the conservation outcomes within the strategic 
assessments for Gungahlin, Molonglo and Ginninderra. 
‘These were highlights of my ACT Government working life,’ he 
said. ‘I’m proud of the large areas now under conservation 
management, and the design within new suburbs to enhance 
wildlife.’ 
Since retirement, Michael continues to throw himself into 
numerous conservation projects, including the citizen-science 
website, Canberra Nature Map, which taps into the eyes of 
thousands of Canberra residents by encouraging them to load 
images into the platform of what they see. 
Canberra Nature Map came about in 2013 after Michael 
conducted two, rare-plant bioblitzes – snapshot studies of a 
specific location, where scientists and the community work 
together to survey and record as many species as possible, 
usually within a short time frame – on Black Mountain and 
Mount Majura. Rare-plant lover and IT specialist Aaron Clausen 
was an enthusiastic attendee. 
‘He soon bombarded me with new, rare-plant locations,’ 
Michael recalls. ‘Feeling overwhelmed, I asked him to send me 
the data in consistent format that could be easily added to a 
database. That 
summer he came up 
with Naturemapr.’ 
Other rare-plant 
spotters were soon 
using the system. 
‘Many people, including some NPA members, eavesdropped 
onto the system and started loading images of any plant and 
then any animal,’ he said. ‘At first, I told everybody to go away 
– but being NPA members they were persistent, so I called in 
mates such as Michael Bedingfield and Betty Wood to help with 
the species identification, and Naturemapr was away.’ 
There are now sites across Australia, though Canberra Nature 
Map is the most active, with over 150,000 image sightings and 
a further 1.1 million written records of 8,063 species. This 
includes 1,359 significant records of species new to science, 
species previously unknown from the ACT, species previously 
thought to be locally extinct and many new locations of 
threatened wildlife. 
One of Michael’s great joys has been his involvement with Red 
Hill Regenerators. The Canberra nature reserve of Red Hill has 
always been an important part in his life – ‘I played on Red Hill 
as a kid, as did my children’ – and somewhere to slow down, 
relax and reconnect.  
Formed in 1989 as part of the ACT Government’s Park 
Care program, Red Hill Regenerators work to restore the hill’s 

native woodland – one of the 
few places where Red Gum – 
Yellow Box Grassy Woodland 
can be experienced today. 
When the group was formed 
woody weeds formed 
massive thickets. 
‘Over 35 years we’ve 
removed more that 300,000 
woody weeds and countless 
herbaceous exotics,’ Michael 
said. ‘We’ve revealed the hill’s true beauty and value, changing 
it in people’s minds from being low-value bush where garden 
and other refuse was often dumped to now being seen as a 
national treasure.’ 
Currently, Michael is leading a citizen-science project to learn 
more about the Gang-gang Cockatoo, which has been officially 
listed as a threatened species after a large decline in its 
numbers due to climate change and bushfires. 
‘Five and a half years ago we discovered one Gang-gang nest 
on Red Hill and wanted to know how significant that was,’ he 
said. ‘At the time, only one other nest site was known in the 
ACT. We soon discovered that despite its iconic status – the 
Gang-gang is the animal emblem of the ACT – very little was 
known about it. 
‘We asked people to report when they saw Gang-gangs around 
tree hollows or feeding and to observe behaviour at nest sites. 
The response has been magnificent with over 750 people 
contributing. Citizen scientists have now found 50 nests in the 
ACT and provided more information on Gang-gang nesting 
ecology, hollow competition and diet than any other source.’ 
Michael says citizen scientists have a vital conservation role. 
‘The United Nations has declared that monitoring of the 
Sustainable Development Goals can’t be done without citizen 

scientists. I also think that advances in 
technology and the proliferation of data 
mean that citizen scientists are vital for 
better understanding and monitoring 
Australia’s wildlife,’ he said. 
‘Governments across Australia are 
recognising this with citizen-science 

support officers now in most environmental agencies. I think 
citizen science works best when in partnership with 
universities, but to date it is largely an untapped research army 
by most academics.’ 
Asked whether he sees the expanding population and 
development of the ACT as a threat to the concept of the ‘bush 
capital’, Michael is optimistic. 
‘With the love that most Canberrans share for the bush, I think 
that the condition of our bushland will continue to improve,’ he 
said. ‘I think our gardens and those of City Services will 
increasingly be designed to encourage wildlife and enhance a 
functioning bush capital across the whole of the Territory. 
‘The ACT Government has done and continues to do a pretty 
good job protecting key areas and wildlife connections from 
urban sprawl. The Commonwealth Government’s record at 
places like the airport is not as good, but hopefully is about to 
improve.’ 

Michael Mulvaney was the speaker at the  
NPA ACT’s general meeting in July (see report on p. 13).

‘We’ve revealed the hill’s true beauty and value, 
changing it in people’s minds from being low-value 

bush where garden and other refuse was often 
dumped to now being seen as a national treasure.’

Michael Mulvaney. Photo by Allan Sharp

https://canberra.naturemapr.org/
http://redhillregenerators.org.au/?page_id=649
http://redhillregenerators.org.au/?page_id=649
http://actlandcare.org.au/node/26
http://actlandcare.org.au/node/26
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At the July general meeting, Dr 
Michael Mulvaney entertained the 
audience with a talk about the 
Gang-gang Cockatoo, whose 
reporting rate has crashed in NSW 
and Victoria to about 70 per cent 
of their numbers 20 years ago. 
Michael helped establish a citizen-
science project to investigate their 
plight in the ACT. They estimate 
that there may be only 150 birds 
within the Canberra area. 
Monitoring data of the Canberra 
Ornithologist Group suggest that the 
Canberra population has been steady 
or slightly increasing over the past two 
decades. 

The citizen-science project has studied their 
breeding habits by enlisting Canberra 
volunteers to report sightings to Canberra 
Nature Map, and all apparent nesting hollows 
have been investigated. However, only 10 per 
cent of those hollows at which Gang-gangs 
were reported to be showing interest were 
found to be actual breeding hollows. 

Their study has shown that, in the ACT: 

• Gang-gangs nest in largish hollows, usually 
in old remnant trees but they have nested 
in trees planted 66 years ago; they are not 
known to have ever bred in the wild in nest 
boxes 

• hollows are clustered and at an average 
height of 6.5 m above the ground 

• most of their breeding hollows are in trees on 
the urban fringe, probably influenced by food 
availability 

• over half of the hollows investigated by Gang-
gangs remained empty of any hollow-nesting/
roosting animal across the breeding season 

• the used hollows are lined with wood chips in a 
distinctive manner and unique in the Canberra area 

• a pair may prepare multiple hollows (usually two) 
though they breed in only one of them 

• an average clutch is 2 chicks 

• food sources are many, ranging from eucalypt nuts 
and acacia seeds to insect larvae; and the diet 
changes from season to season depending on 
availability, with, surprisingly, the nuts of Sydney 
Blue Gums a favourite for Canberra birds, so they 
are quite adaptable 

• the biggest threat to eggs and chicks is Brush-
tailed Possums. 

This citizen-science project has been highly successful 
in learning about the current state of Gang-gangs in 
the ACT. It is now essential to put in place a 
management plan with real resources to ensure their 
survival and provide, perhaps, a nursery for NSW. 

Michael asked us not to take a fallen chick to the local 
vet but to keep it safely (preferably protecting it in situ 
from possible predators, and allowing parents to 

continue 
feeding) 
and contact 
their organisation 
which would return the 
chick to its nest. This has been 
successfully done on three occasions. 

He also urged us to keep reporting observations of Gang-gangs 
showing an interest in hollows but encouraged observers to get 
out into the national park to see where Gang-gangs are breeding 
beyond the urban fringe. 

Kevin McCue 

Further information: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oQ-yukqpiNI 
http://redhillregenerators.org.au/?p=3366 
https://canberra.naturemapr.org/species/2201

Investigating Canberra’s Gang-gang Cockatoos
Gang-gangs. 

 Photo by Kevin McCue

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oQ-yukqpiNI
http://redhillregenerators.org.au/?p=3366
https://canberra.naturemapr.org/species/2201
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Getting fishy in the Naas River
Parkcare volunteers provide much needed support to a fish-monitoring program in the 
Upper Naas River 

The Upper Naas River is a picture-perfect upland stream. However, despite its rugged 
beauty only a single native fish species can still be found beneath the water’s 
surface. The Naas is home to the Mountain Galaxias – a small, hardy, widespread 
species that is closely related to the well-known whitebait of the coastal rivers of 
southern Australia and New Zealand. 

Our fish-monitoring program was established in 2018 with the aim to improve 
understanding of how Mountain Galaxias respond to prescribed fire. We were 
interrupted, however, when the Orroral Valley bushfire in 2020 burnt most of the 
upper Naas River catchment. The intense fire was followed immediately by 
considerable hillslope erosion, depositing huge volumes of ash, fine sediment and 
sand into the Naas River – potentially threatening the rocky creek bottoms that 
galaxias need for breeding. In autumn 2021, our monitoring data confirmed that the 
abundance of Mountain Galaxias had declined, though the remaining fish were, 
fortunately, in great condition. However, they did not appear to breed particularly 
well that year; perhaps not surprising given all the sediment in the river! 

Fast-forward to autumn 2022 and we needed to get back out to see how these fish 
were doing. To set enough traps (small box-like nets containing a glow stick to 
attract the fish) at multiple sites along the Naas we needed some volunteers to 
support ACT Government staff. We went to PCS Parkcare in search of a few hardy 
souls to help with setting and recovering traps, collecting data, and having a good 
time. PCS Parkcare delivered, finding us three intrepid volunteers – Emma, Brian and 
Salih – who wouldn’t mind getting their feet wet. 

The fieldwork was carried out over 3 days and 2 nights in April. The weather was 
perfect – crisp mornings followed by beautiful, sunny autumn days. Traps were set in 
the afternoons, placed into the stream up to a depth of 1.5 m, and left overnight. 
The following morning traps were pulled from the river, and any fish, tadpoles and 
aquatic invertebrates shaken into a bucket and counted. We measured the length of 
each fish, and immediately returned our catches to the river. We assessed the 
riverbank vegetation and substrate of the stream to allow us to track how the 
condition of these habitat features changes over time, and whether Mountain 
Galaxias populations are responding to these changes. 

Comprehensive analysis will take place through the winter, but preliminary results 
show many more fish captured in 2022 than in previous years: we caught 467 
Mountain Galaxias from 13 sites this year, compared with 197 fish from 20 sites in 
2021. Most fish were over 50 mm long, while the largest was 110 mm long (and fat)! 
While it is great to see the larger numbers and excellent condition of the fish, the 
lack of new juveniles in the population (fish under 50 mm long) is still of concern. 

The ongoing success of this program will depend partly on the great support 
provided by volunteers to staff juggling many other priorities. Emma, Brian and Salih 
showed that volunteers can make a hugely valuable contribution to this newly 
emerging citizen-science program, collecting important data to inform the future 
management of Namadgi National Park. 

We are very grateful to PCS staff including the rangers and coordinators of the 
Parkcare program for their assistance. Our amazing volunteers greatly assisted in the 
fieldwork and made the experience that much richer for their knowledge, enthusiasm 
and good humour. We hope to see them again same time next year! 

Chris Malam, Isobel Booksmythe and Danswell Starrs 
Environment Heritage and Water, EPSDD, ACT Government 

Right from top to bottom: 
Salih splashes through the Naas River on the way to a 

remote site to recover bait traps.  
Photos by Danswell Starrs unless indicated otherwise 

Brian pulls a bait trap from the Naas River 
Ecologist Chris measures a Mountain Galaxias on a 

measuring board 
Fish in the barrel. Three Mountain Galaxias awaiting 

measurement before release back into the river.  
Photo by Chris Holder 

Left: Emma sets a bait trap in the Naas River while 
ecologist Isobel watches on. Photo by Chris Malam
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New transport rate 
Where car-pooling occurs on our outings there is a transport rate that is recommended to compensate the driver for fuel 
and wear and tear. The committee has approved an increase in this rate, from 40 to 45 cents/km/car.  

This is the first increase since 2010 and is a result of the recent steep rise in fuel prices. Our new rate is similar to the new 
rates recommended by the Canberra and Brindabella bushwalking clubs. 

Mike Bremers

Early start for ACT butterflies 
In her Butterfly update on 3 August 2022, Suzi Bond reports as follows: 

It has been a somewhat early start to the butterflies this 
season. Meadow Argus, Cabbage Whites and Australian 
Painted Ladies have all been seen over the past few days, 
with Varied Dusky-blues and Blotched Dusky-blues 
appearing since late July on Black Mountain – the first time 
these two species have been seen in July in the ACT! 

Butterflies previously seen in August include the Yellow 
Admiral, Two-spotted Line-blue, Saltbush Blue and 
Common Grass-blue. If you are heading to Namadgi on a 
sunny day in early September, please keep an eye out for 
the threatened Purple/Bathurst Copper as they should be 
flying soon; if you find this species try to get a photo and 
upload it to Canberra Nature Map Paralucia spinifera 
sightings - Canberra Nature Map (naturemapr.org). 

Note: the threatened Purple/Bathurst Copper is not listed in 
the 2016 edition of the Field Guide to the Butterflies of the 
ACT as it was not discovered in the ACT until 2021.

Koalas have just been listed as endangered under the 
Biodiversity Conservation Act in NSW. This must be a total 
reset for how koalas are managed in this state, to turn their 
plight from a downward trajectory to one of recovery. 

The NSW government quietly announced the Threatened 
Species Scientific Committee’s finding just before the federal 
election. This is an absolute disgrace and we won’t let them 
hide their shocking mismanagement of this iconic species. 

The committee found that clearing of habitat for agriculture 
is a key driver of the koala’s decline. The government is 
wilfully approving the destruction of koala habitat across the 
state. A problem that is projected to be much worse under 
climate change. 

The devastating endangered listing of koalas comes as no 
surprise in a state where the government refuses to protect 
habitat. Koala numbers have been in free fall for years and 
the NSW Government must act immediately to protect their 
habitat. 

To save koalas, we have to protect their trees. It is not 
complex. But koala habitat continues to be destroyed 
because of weak government policy that prioritises land 
clearance for grazing, agriculture, urbanisation, timber 
harvesting and mining. 

We will: 

• Work with other organisations to demonstrate widespread 
concern about this issue and pressure the government 
through sharing intel and strategy, open letters to 
government and shared media statements; 

• Help passionate nature-lovers meet their MPs face to face 
to insist on better protections for koalas. We know from 
experience that MP meetings are one of the most powerful 
ways to make politicians pay attention to the issue; and 

• Mount a high-profile mass media and social media 
campaign exposing the massive decline of native species 
and their habitats under the government's 
mismanagement. This will generate grassroots pressure 
around the issue in the lead up to the 2023 state election. 

Koalas are now more vulnerable than ever. The NSW 
government does not take its responsibility to protect this 
species seriously. We must step up. We all love this iconic 
species and must do everything we can to protect it. 

Jacqui Mumford 
Deputy Chief Executive, 20 May 2022

Call for koalas from the Nature Conservation Council NSW

Koalas (Phascolarctos cinereus). Photo by Kevin McCue

Meadow Argus buIerfly (Junonia villida). Photo by Kevin McCue
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Bushwalk grading guide 
     Distance grading (per day)   Terrain grading 
     1  up to 10 km        A  Road, fire trail or track    E  Rock scrambling 
     2  10 km to 15 km       B  Open forest        F  Exploratory 
     3  15 km to 20 km       C  Light scrub 
     4  above 20 km       D  Patches of thick scrub, regrowth 
Day walks   Carry lunch and snacks, drinks, protective clothing, a first aid kit and any required medication. 
Pack walks   Two or more days. Carry all food and camping requirements. CONTACT LEADER EARLY. 
Car camps   Facilities often limited. Vehicles taken to site can be used for camping. CONTACT LEADER EARLY. 
Work parties  Carry items as for day walks plus work gloves and any tools required. Work party details and location sometimes change, 

check NPA website, www.npaact.org.au, for any last minute changes. 
Other activities include ski trips, canoe trips, nature rambles and environment or field guide studies. 
Short notice walks To volunteer to lead a short notice walk, or to have your name added to the short notice walks alert 

list, email outings@npaact.org.au 
Wednesday walks (WW) Walks arranged on a joint NPA, BBC (Brindabella Bushwalking Club) and CBC (Canberra Bushwalking Club) 

basis for club walkers. Notification and details are only emailed to members registered for WW. Only NPA-hosted WW are 
shown in this program. For WW email registration, contact the Outings Convener, outings@npaact.org.au. 

Transport   The NPA suggests a passenger contribution to transport costs of 45 cents per kilometre for the distance driven divided 
by the number of occupants of the car including the driver, rounded to the nearest dollar. The amount may be varied 
at the discretion of the leader. Drive and walk distances shown in the program are approximate for return journeys. 

NPA ACT members undertaking walks or other activities in this program are advised they should have PRIVATE HEALTH 
INSURANCE or, at least, AMBULANCE COVER in case of an accident requiring evacuation by ambulance or helicopter. 

Points to note: 
Please help keep our outings program alive by volunteering to lead outings. New leaders are welcome. The Outings Convener is happy to 
suggest locations suitable for a walk if you do not have something in mind. Feel free to send in suggestions for outings with a suggested 
date to the Outings Convener by email to outings@npaact.org.au. 
All persons joining an outing of the National Parks Association of the ACT do so as volunteers in all respects and as such accept 
responsibility for any injury howsoever incurred and the National Parks Association of the ACT, its office bearers and appointed leaders, 
are absolved from any liability in respect of injury or damage suffered whilst engaged in any such outing. 
In voluntarily participating in these activities conducted by the NPA ACT, participants should be aware that they could be exposed to risks 
that could lead to injury, illness or death or to loss of or damage to property. These risks could include but are not limited to: slippery 
and/or uneven surfaces, rocks being dislodged, falling at edges of cliffs or drops or elsewhere, risks associated with crossing creeks, 
hypothermia, heat exhaustion and the risks associated with any of the Special Hazards listed on the Attendance Record and Risk Waiver 
Form provided by the leader at the activity. 
To minimise these risks participants should endeavour to ensure that the activity is within their capabilities and that they are carrying 
food, water, equipment, clothing and footwear appropriate to the activity. Participants should advise the leader if they are taking any 
medication or have any physical or other limitation that might affect their participation in the activity. Participants should make every 
effort to remain with the rest of the party during the activity and accept the instructions of the leader. By signing the Attendance Record 
and Risk Waiver Form participants agree that they understand these requirements and have considered the risks before choosing to sign 
the form and waiver any claim for damages arising from the activity that they might have against the association, the leader or any other 
participants in tort or contract. 
Children under 18 years of age are welcome to come on NPA ACT activities provided they are accompanied by a parent, guardian or close 
relative who will be required to sign a specific Risk Waiver for a Child form. 

Check-in/Emergency contact: 
Leaders can borrow the NPA’s Personal Locator Beacon (PLB) from Brian Slee, 6281 0719, brianslee@iprimus.com.au. 
In the event that an outing party returns late, the first point of contact for concerned family members is NPA’s Check-in/Emergency 
Contact Officer, not the police or National Parks service. 
To check the status of an overdue walk, contact Mike Bremers, 0428 923 408, outings@npaact.org.au or Brian Slee (contact as above).  
Leaders should check in by contacting the Check-in Officer (text or email will suffice) at completion of outing. Leaders should also email 
their signed ATTENDANCE RECORD AND RISK WAIVER FORM to Brian as above. 

COVID-19 arrangements: 
(See also on our website https://www.npaact.org.au/index.php/bushwalking/npa-act-covid19-safe-outings-procedures.) 
The following information sets out the current arrangements for outings in the NPA ACT walks program under restrictions on 
community activities introduced by the ACT Government aimed at reducing the risk of transmission of the COVID-19 virus. Walk 
descriptions will not always contain a meeting place or time, with this information being made available by contacting the leader. 
Walkers wishing to participate in a walk need to read these arrangements and the risk waiver on the Attendance and Risk 
Waiver form available at https://www.npaact.org.au/res/File/2017/Attendance%20Form(2017).pdf, then contact the leader to 
register, providing their name and a contact phone number. 
Walkers are advised that they should not register with the leader (or attend the walk) if they have or have had flu-like symptoms 
such as a fever with a cough, sore throat or shortness of breath in the previous 2 weeks. For further information see the ACT 
Government COVID-19 website (https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/). Walkers are reminded that social distancing requirements will 
be in force on the walk and they are expected to practise good hygiene. 
Participation in the walk will be considered acceptance of these arrangements and the risk waiver.
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3 September 
Saturday walk

Blundells Flat to Mount Coree 
Meet 8 am at Dillon Close, Weston. A walk up south-eastern spur of 
Mount Coree, following old route described in CBC's 1974 
Bushwalking near Canberra. 650 m of climbing on trail and off-track. 
Some scrub. Morning tea with great views from Coree. Descend via 
ACT/NSW border to Curries Road and back to starting point.

Map: Cotter Dam 1:25,000 
Grading: 2A/D/E 
Drive: 60 km, $27 per car (if 
car-pooling is in place) 
Leader: Rod Griffiths 
Contact: 0410 875 731 or 
rod.blackdog@gmail.com 

4 September 
Sunday walk

Sherwood daffodils 
Meet for 9 am departure at Dillon Close, Weston. From Mountain 
Creek Road we take Sherwood Road for a few km then do a short 
cross-country walk to Sherwood Homestead site and the daffodils. 
We leave via the old gravesite and head part way up Mt Dowling for 
lunch before joining another fire trail back to cars. Mostly on trails 
and open grassland except for creek crossing where a pole might be 
helpful. Distance 7.5 km, climb 300 m.

Map: Cotter Dam 1:25,000 
Grading: 1A/C 
Drive: 46 km, $21 per car 
Leader: Annette S 
Contact: 0418 333 088

10 September 
Saturday work party

Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group 
Meet 9 am at Namadgi Visitor Centre. Control (cutting and dabbing) 
of woody weeds at site to be determined in Gudgenby Valley. Car 
pooling available for journey there; tools will be provided. Contact 
leader for registration arrangements.

Leader: Doug Brown 
Contact: 6247 0239 or 
kambalda@tpg.com.au

11 September 
Sunday walk

Gibraltar Peak 
Starting from Tidbinbilla Visitor Centre, take a walking track with 
moderate climbs to Gibraltar Peak for magnificent views over nature 
reserve and to the south. Suitable for walkers with some fitness. 11 
km return with 350 m climb. Book with leader by morning of 10 
September.

Map: Tidbinbilla 1:25,000 
Grading: 2A 
Leader: Mike Bremers 
Contact: 0428 923408 or 
mcbremers@gmail.com

14-16 September 
Pack walk

Quiltys Mountain 
From Nerriga entrance to Morton National Park walk off-track to north 
of Quiltys Mountain. Camp both nights here and spend a day 
exploring mountain’s top. While some of walk is on tracks, rock 
scrambling and finding routes through cliff lines will be involved, and 
thick scrub may be encountered. Return via Redgrounds Track. For 
experienced off-track walkers. More details available closer to date. 
Limit of 8. Contact leader, preferably by email, by 11 September.

Map: Endrick 1:25,000 
Grading: 2A/D/E/F 
Drive: 260 km, $117 per car 
Leader: Philip Gatenby 
Contact: 0401 415 446 or 
philip.gatenby@gmail.com

17 September 
Saturday walk

Blundells Flat to Devils Peak 
Meet 8 am at Dillon Close, Weston. After leaving cars at Blundells 
Flat, follow Pabral Road into NSW. Cross country to Coree Falls and 
then up southern slope of Devils Peak. Descend through lighter scrub 
to Two Sticks Road to follow fire trails back to cars. Solid day of at 
least 15 km with mix of fire trail and rough off-track walking. Climbs 
around 700 m.

Map: Cotter Dam 1:25,000 
Grading: 3A/D 
Drive: 60 km, $27 per car (if 
car-pooling is in place) 
Leader: Rod Griffiths 
Contact: 0410 875 731 or 
rod.blackdog@gmail.com

17-25 September 
Kayak/canoe trip

Murrumbidgee River kayaking 
Paddle lower Murrumbidgee River on gentle current from Balranald to 
Boundary Bend (Murray River). Beautiful paddling and camping in 
remote country. Depending on river levels participants should expect 
a weir portage and snaggy sections to be negotiated. Participants 
should have own kayak/canoe which can carry gear for several nights 
camping and be able to paddle 30 km a day. Car shuffle required. 
Paddling distance 120 km. Contact leader by 10 September. Limit: 8.

Maps: Balranald, Weimby 
1:50,000 
Grading: Flatwater 
Drive: 1,500 km, cost TBA 
Leader: Mike Bremers 
Contact: 0428 923408 or 
mcbremers@gmail.com

24 September 
Saturday work party

Pierces Creek revegetation management 
Meet 8:15 am at Dillon Close, Weston. The rehabilitation project, 
consequent to the 2003 fires, is still underway. Work party will assist 
PCS staff. All tools will be provided but please bring your own gloves. 
Book with leader by 22 September.

Drive: 50 km, $22 per car 
Leader: Brian Slee 
Contact: 6281 0719 or 
brianslee@iprimus.com.au

1 October 
Saturday walk

Urambi Hills and Murrumbidgee 
Meet for 9 am departure from Learmonth Drive, Kambah (turn from 
Athllon Drive into Learmonth, park 100 m from traffic lights). Walk up 
to Urambi Trig and follow ridge, with expansive views, before 
dropping down to the Murrumbidgee. Return via Centenary Trail with 
detours along the way. Mostly on tracks and open grassland with 
short sections of scrambling and rock hopping. About 11 km; ascent 
500 m.

Map: Tuggeranong 1:25,000 
Grading: 2A/B/C/E 
Leader: Phillip Starr 
Contact: 0419 281 096 or 
phillipstarr1945@gmail.com
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8 October 
Saturday work party

Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group 
Meet 9 am at Namadgi Visitor Centre. Control (cutting and dabbing) of 
woody weeds at site to be determined in Gudgenby Valley. Car pooling 
available for journey there; tools will be provided. Contact leader for 
registration arrangements.

Leader: Doug Brown 
Contact: 6247 0239 or 
kambalda@tpg.com.au

8 October 
Saturday nature walk

Black Mountain wildflowers 
51st Friends of Black Mountain spring wildflower ramble. Meet 9:30 am 
at car park (marked with balloons) on south side of Belconnen Way, 
just before Caswell Drive exit. Always popular, numbers limited, book 
with leader or by email.

Leader: Linda Beveridge 
Contact: 0437 298 711 or 
friendsofblackmountain@ 
gmail.com 

8 October 
Saturday walk

Corang circuit 
From Wog Wog entrance to Morton National Park we follow track to 
Corang Peak and Arch, and then scramble down Conglomerate Slope 
to Canowie Brook and continue to Many Rock Ribs on Corang River. 
Return to start downstream from here. The walk, about 8 hours, is 
mostly on track or footpad, some of which may be overgrown. 
Distance 25 km; total climb about 650 m. Early start essential. Limit: 
8. Contact leader, preferably by email, by 6 October.

Map: Corang 1:25,000 
Grading: 4A/D/E 
Drive: 220 km, $99 per car 
Leader: Philip Gatenby 
Contact: 0401 415 446 or 
philip.gatenby@gmail.com

9 October 
Sunday walk

Molonglo corridor 
Interesting contrast between highly-curated Bushland Track and 
northern half of walk where we will follow roo tracks through grassy 
meadows. Lunch spot is outcrop beside river. Walk is gently undulating 
and soft under foot. There are a couple of fences to get through. About 
6 km in 4 hours including breaks. Drive yourself to start point. Email 
leader to book and for details.

Map: Canberra 1:25,000 
Grading: 1A/C 
Leader: Linda G 
Contact: 
lbgroom@gmail.com

15 October 
Saturday nature walk

Wanna Wanna and Stony Creek Nature Reserves: natural 
history ramble 
Meet 8 am in Queanbeyan. Reserves are on escarpment about 5 km 
east of Queanbeyan. We shall spend morning in Stony Creek (80 ha), 
afternoon in Wanna Wanna (33 ha), adding to plant and animal lists 
for these reserves. Register with leaders by 13 October.

Maps: Bungendore, 
Hoskinstown 1:25,000 
Grading: 1A 
Leaders: John Brickhill, 
Isobel Crawford 
Contact: orru@iinet.net.au

16 October 
Sunday nature walk

Urambi Hills Birdspotting 
Joint NPA/COG outing. Details to be advised.

Details to be advised

22 October 
Saturday work party

Broom control – Brayshaws Hut area 
Meet 8 am at Kambah Village shops. Work party will continue removal 
of Broom in area between Brayshaws and Westermans huts. Location 
of Broom plants has been refined over the years and we will return to 
the most ’productive’ sites. All tools and equipment will be provided, 
just bring gloves and a GPS. Book with leader by 20 October.

Drive: 130 km, $60 per car 
Leader: Michaela Popham 
Contact: 0413 537 333

26 October 
Wednesday walks

Joint NPA / BBC / CBC activity 
Details are emailed to those on the Wednesday Walks email list. 
Otherwise contact leader.

Medium/hard 
Leader: Philip Gatenby 
Contact: 0414 415 446 or 
philip.gatenby@gmail.com 

Easy/medium 
Leader: Steven Forst 
Contact: 0428 195 236 or 
steven.forst@iinet.net.au

30 October 
Sunday walk

Molonglo area and Barrer Hill 
Meet for 9 am start at picnic area off Lady Denman Drive, just north of 
Scrivener Dam and the zoo. Walk past zoo through underpass into 
Arboretum then along tracks to view point overlooking the Molonglo. 
Return on similar tracks via Barrer Hill, Dairy Farmers Hill and Village 
Centre (afternoon tea). Then down to National Rock Garden and along 
lake to cars.

Map: Canberra 1:25,000 
Grading: 1A/C 
Leader: Mike S 
Contact: 0412 179 907

31 October – 3 
November 
Pack walk

Budawangs 
From Wog Wog we walk over Corang Peak to Burrumbeet Brook, 
camping in nearby cave for 2 nights. Day 2 is an exploration to the 
east, possibly to Mt Tarn. Day 3 we walk down Corang River to camp 
upstream from Corang Lagoon. Day 4 we return to Wog Wog. Mostly 
on track, some overgrown or rocky. Limit of 8. For bookings and details 
contact leader.

Map: Corang 1:25,000 
Grading: 2A/D/E 
Drive: 260 km, $117 per car 
Leader: Dave Kelly 
Contact: 0437538968 or 
janddkelly@gmail.com
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5-13 November NPA ACT Art Week at Gudgenby Cottage 
Think about what creative things you could do in a well-equipped cottage 
in the heart of Namadgi. Comfortable beds and all mod cons. Come for a 
single night or the whole week. Painting, drawing, writing, photography, 
weaving, whatever. Contact leader early as previous Art Weeks have 
booked out quickly. Limit 6 per night but day visitors welcome.

Leader: Eleanor Cotterell 
Contact: 
eleanorcotterell@gmail.com

6 November 
Sunday walk

Middle and Rendezvous creeks 
Meet 8:30 am Lanyon Marketplace car park near Box Hill Avenue/Tharwa 
Drive roundabout. Take Boboyan Road to Gudgenby Cottage. Follow 
track west to Middle Creek for morning tea before heading north into 
Rendezvous Creek Valley for lunch. Return via hills to cottage. Bring 
contribution to share at afternoon tea. Uneven ground, a few steep 
climbs. Contact leader by 4 November.

Map: Rendezvous Creek 
1:25,000 
Grading: 1A/B/C/F 
Drive: 84 km, $38 per car 
Leader: Brian Slee 
Contact: 6281 0719 or 
brianslee@iprimus.com.au 

6 November 
Sunday nature walk

Terrific trees of ANU 
Meet 10 am at Sullivans Creek Road car park, about 50 m from corner 
with Daley Road, ANU. Nature walk led by a guide at National 
Arboretum. ANU campus has over 10,000 trees. This gentle, family-
friendly walk will provide an opportunity to see mature specimens of 
several Arboretum species growing on campus. Walk will take about 2 
hours, mainly on paths. Places limited, bookings required.

Leader: Jan Morgan 
Contact: Cynthia at 
npa60thinfo@gmail.com

12 November 
Saturday work party

Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group 
Meet 9 am at Namadgi Visitor Centre. Control (cutting and dabbing) of 
woody weeds at site to be determined in Gudgenby Valley. Car pooling 
available for journey there; tools will be provided. Contact leader for 
registration arrangements.

Leader: Doug Brown 
Contact: 6247 0239 or 
kambalda@tpg.com.au

12 November 
Saturday walk

Booths Hill 
From Brandy Flat south car park walk off-track across Dry Creek and 
follow ridge onto Booth Range. Climb Booths Hill. Head west then south-
west steeply down to Brandy Flat trail where it crosses Dry Creek, about 
a km from cars. Patches of thick scrub, burnt forest and scree. Crossing 
Dry Creek (twice) may result in wet feet. Climb 850 m, distance 12 km. 
Walk about 7 hours. For experienced off-track walkers. Contact leader, 
preferably by email, by 10 November. Limit of 12.

Map: Michelago 1:25,000 
Grading: 2A/D/E 
Drive: 100 km, $45 per car 
Leader: Philip Gatenby 
Contact: 0401 415 446 or 
philip.gatenby@gmail.com

13 November 
Sunday morning walk

Australian National University sculptures 
Meet 9 am outside Street Theatre in Childers Street. Morning stroll 
through ANU to view sculptures on different route to 27 February walk. 
Easy 3 hours with optional lunch at conclusion. Register with leader, 
preferably by email, for walk and optional lunch by 11 November.

Leader: Rosemary Hollow 
Contact: 0413 977 708 or 
rosiehollow@gmail.com

20 November 
Sunday walk

London Bridge and Compo Canyon 
Meet at Queanbeyan Pool car park for 8:30 am departure. Walk from 
London Bridge car park at southern end of Googong Dam over London 
Bridge, wade across Queanbeyan River near Curley Falls to access 
Compo Canyon on side creek. Return along fire trails, crossing river at 
Gelignite Crossing. Footwear and walking pole for crossing rivers 
advisable.

Map: Canberra 1:25,000 
Grading: 2 A/C/E 
Drive: 55 km, $25 per car 
Leader: Mike S 
Contact: 0412 179 907

26-27 November 
Weekend work party

Upper Cotter briar control 
NPA has not worked in this area since 2018. The activity will concentrate 
on briar and broom control near Cotter Hut and adjacent flats – details to 
be confirmed. Work party will involve overnight stay so numbers limited 
by the in-hut accommodation. Call leader by 24 November for bookings 
and arrangements.

Drive: 94 km, $42 per car 
Leader: Martin Chalk 
Contact: 0411 161 056

4 December 
Sunday morning walk

Ginninderry to Shepherds Lookout 
Meet 8:30 am at The Link car park, McClymont Way, Strathnairn [UBD 
map 36, C11]. Follow newly established track south to Shepherds 
Lookout. Great views whole way. Return same route. Easy grades, 9 km. 
Brunch at Strathnairn Cafe. Contact leader by 3 December.

Grading: 1A 
Leader: Brian Slee 
Contact: 6281 0719 or 
brianslee@iprimus.com.au 

10 December 
Saturday work party 
and Christmas party

Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group 
Meet 9 am at Namadgi Visitor Centre. Control (cutting and dabbing) of 
woody weeds in vicinity of Gudgenby Cottage, followed by Christmas 
party. Car pooling available for journey there; tools will be provided. 
Contact leader for registration arrangements.

Leader: Doug Brown 
Contact: 6247 0239 or 
kambalda@tpg.com.au

11 December 
Sunday

NPA Christmas party 
Check website for details closer to date.

Contact a committee 
member if you need a lift
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Pine wilding control at Pryors Hut Arboretum

Nine members of the Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group weeded 
the River Red Gum (RRG) exclosure on 9 July under Isobel 
Crawford’s keen eye. They dug out blackberries and one small 
African Boxthorn, half a dozen Spear Thistle rosettes and 
Blackberry Nightshade. 
More importantly, they mapped RRG seedlings/saplings again and 
found eight small new ones which were cleared of surrounding 
weeds, marked with a stake and mulched with rice straw. They 
were mainly on the south-eastern side of the mature tree, blown 
there by the warm nor-westerly winds and obviously thriving in the 
wet weather of the last couple of years.  
The other seedlings, old and new, both inside and outside the 
exclosure, mapped and tended by Isobel and John Brickhill, are 
doing well. The work party cleared around each of the smaller 
(<0.5 m) seedlings, marked them with a stake and mulched 
around them with rice straw. 
ACT Parks and Conservation has collected seed from this tree 
perhaps 10 to 15 times in the last 20 years and, according to 
Senior Ranger Darren Roso, 

They have been planted as part of our normal Riparian Revegetation 
Suite from Tharwa to the ACT border at Belconnen, thousands of plants 
now. Another 250 were strategically planted in the Tharwa reach this 
autumn past. These plantings were the first as part of climate change 
adaptation to our revegetation plans in about 2000. Dr Sarah Sharp 
and Luke Johnstone looked at the proposal and approved it. And they 
are not all clones, the stock has been genetically diversified with stock 
from the Murrumbidgee at Yass, Wallaroo Road and Gundagai in NSW. 

Soon the exclosure will boast a sturdy wooden seat made by ACT 
Parks leading hand Aidan with a plaque to commemorate ACT 
Parks Ranger Peter Ormay. Peter had the exclosure built to prevent 

damage by stock to the tree and possible seedlings. He 
was also a co-author of the NPA field guide Native Trees of 
the ACT. 

Isobel Crawford, Darren Roso and Kevin McCue 

Further Reading in previous Bulletin articles about the River 
Red Gum: 
• June 2008 by Clive Hurlstone 
• December 2016 by Martin Chalk 
• March 2017 by Isobel Crawford

Lunch break behind the Namadgi Visitor Centre. Photos by Rupert Barnett           Spring Creek Nature Reserve with the River Red Gum working group mulching seedlings

Google Earth map with posi%oning of the saplings by Isobel and Kevin

Report on NPA ACT Work Party, 26 March 2022 

The heritage-protected arboretum adjacent to Pryors Hut is a 
source of Scots Pine (Pinus sylvestris) wildings which spread into 
the surrounding national park. The NPA has conducted several 
earlier work parties, most recently in 2014, to control the invasion. 
During this work party the available volunteers searched the space 
within the plantation, the immediate perimeter, and the area 
surrounding the plantation to a distance of 100 to 200 metres. 
Almost all wildings and other deciduous exotics found and 
removed were within the immediate perimeter zone. They were 
left in two piles at the arboretum next to Mount Franklin Road. 
The tally was: 

164 Scots Pines (almost all pull-outs; the remainder readily 
removed using hand saws or loppers) – see also next paragraph 
23 deciduous exotics, mostly small apple trees, and 5 thistles. 

Incidental to the 19 February 2022 NPA work party at Snowy Flat, 
an estimated additional 50 pine wildings were removed from the 
perimeter zone, bringing the total to approximately 210. Although 
pine wildings had been found in the past at Snowy Flat, none were 
found that day, nor at the previous work party there on 18 
December 2020. The slow rate of spread suggests that the next 

arboretum work party could be scheduled for five or more years 
into the future. 
The seven volunteers met at Dillon Close, Weston, at 8 am and 
collected a radio and key from ranger Joe Clifton at 
Murrumbidgee Depot on the way to Pryors Hut. Mercifully, 
Brindabella Road had been graded. The lock at Mount Ginini car 
park received a squirt of WD-40. We worked for 2 hours in the 
morning and completed the task by lunch time (during which 
we were visited by a group of CBC walkers led by Phillip Starr). 
The sun appeared in the afternoon and we walked the track 
(two White-lipped Snakes sighted) to Mount Aggie (1,496 m) 
before returning home, leaving the radio and key with the 
ranger at Cotter Campground. 
Note: A Pinus radiata wilding, 4–5 metres high, trunk diameter 
15–20 cm, was located at 55H 660263 6073922 (85 metres 
west and down from the summit of Mount Aggie). It remained 
in place as we did not have a saw with us. 
Thanks to Rupert Barnett, Garry Boxsell, Martin Chalk, Philip 
Gatenby, Sonja Lenz and Kevin McCue for your efforts in 
making the day a success. Special thanks to Philip for his feat 
in precisely locating the Mount Aggie wilding.

The River Red Gum near Tharwa - an ACT treasure
Brian Slee

https://www.npaact.org.au/res/File/Bulletins6/Vol%2045%20No%202%20Jun%202008.pdf
https://www.npaact.org.au/res/File/Bulletins7/Vol%2055%20No%204%20Dec%202018.pdf
https://www.npaact.org.au/res/File/Bulletins7/Vol%2054%20No%201%20Mar%202017.pdf
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We’d set our tents and now gathered on the scatter 
of large rocks along the edge of the plateau, quiet as 
we absorbed the brooding scene – deep valley, hazy 
ranges, great lumps of black mountain. The 
reactions of the convict Jorgen Jorgensen when 
confronted with this scene almost two centuries 
earlier (1826) came to mind, ‘… a frightful chasm 
many miles in width … a bottomless gulf’. He’d been 
tasked with finding a stock route to the north-west 
coast, but now turned away and returned to Hobart. 

The chasm he’d been looking at was the valley of 
the Mersey River, and the walls and peaks beyond it 
became the core of the Cradle Mountain – Lake St 
Clair National Park, declared (as a Reserve) in May 
1922 – a century ago. 

That recognition had been achieved by the efforts of 
many people, but in particular those of Gustav 
Weindorfer. He’d been born in Austria in 1874, and 
came to Melbourne in 1900 where he developed a 
love of the Australian bush and a noted knowledge 

of its flora. Five years later he married; they moved to Devonport, 
from where he visited the Cradle Mountain area. He was much 
impressed and when on his second visit he climbed Cradle, he 
stood with hands outstretched as he declared ‘This must be a 
national park for the people for all time’. 

At that time the only Europeans who knew the area were a few 
trappers, miners and piners so I doubt that his companions could 
tell him that those distant valleys among the mountains to the 
south were the heads of the rivers that emptied near his home 
town. But he’d seen enough to work tirelessly towards his vision, 
including purchasing land near Cradle to build Waldheim Chalet. 
And people came to stay; in 1922 an adventurous aunt of mine 
went from Melbourne to ride a horse along the pack routes that 
became the ‘Overland Track’. 

I grew up in post-war Devonport, where Cradle Mountain was 
regarded almost as part of the backyard although it could be seen 
from only one local spot (on the original Bass Highway), and was a 
long tedious drive. My Scout Leader had walked much of the state’s 
high country and was active in promoting the Reserve (by then a 
National Park) for recreation, tourism, nature conservation – and 
his Troop. I was new to all that when Skip told us that a 
‘corroboree’ would be held near Hobart after Christmas (1953); 
Scouts from many places would be under canvas for a week, with a 
choice from the overnight walks to follow. Skip encouraged me to 
tackle the Overland Track. 

The walk proved to be a non-stop torrent, both of new experiences 
and submerged footpads – though I learnt that to cross a real one 
you grab a bush pole. It wouldn’t help if you were waist-deep in 
sphagnum bog, but I found that those big Rover brothers would. 
They’d put me in front when going up the hills too; then I realised 
they did that so I would bust a gut, while they could cruise. 
Whatever, I slept well on anything (no airbeds), and I soon got it 
that you boil rice before you fry it. 

I discovered too that I could climb mountains, and that if you knew 
about navigating you didn’t even need a track to go there. I mean, 
who would climb Cradle up the steep slope of great dolerite blocks 
on its south end if you didn’t know where you were going – or 

‘This must be a national park for the people 
for all time’

The walk proved to be a non-stop torrent, both of 
new experiences and submerged footpads …

… or, ‘where Jorgensen went home’
Cradle Mountain – Lake St Clair Reserve, an exploration 

Weindorfer at Lake Lilla, ca. 1920. Photo by S. Spurling III

South end of Cradle Mountain. All photos supplied by Rupert BarneI
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maybe they had no idea? I learned about Weindorfer too, 
though little about Jorgensen till much later. 

Those experiences must have got installed on my hard 
drive too ... so that now we were faced with what looked 
like Jorgensen’s bottomless gulf. Some years earlier the 
cluster of tarns and peaks called the Walls of Jerusalem 
had been included in an adjoining reserve and that is 
where we'd started this walk, with the aim of reaching the 
Overland Track without dealing with the scrub and button 
grass of the nearby ‘Never Never’ valley (and ’cos I love to 
camp high). 

The plateau we’d crossed to get here had been typical 
Tasmanian alpine – grand views though fairly level 
walking, with a scatter of rocks and low moraines left by 
its Ice Age cover, clumps of stunted Pencil Pines, shrubs 
and Snow Gums, tarns and pools amongst (in late April) 
golden patches of Deciduous Beech, and flats where you 
picked your way across a hundred metres of Cushion 
Bush. Yes, much more pleasant than the Never-Never. 

And now we fronted this great valley; I contemplated the 
intended route with a sense of deep respect mixed with 
excitement. Jorgensen might have had similar feelings – 
until he decided that he should not continue. But we had 
an advantage, we had a good idea what was down there. 

So we pushed into the tangles of needle-sharp scoparia, 
scrubby ti-tree, myrtle and saw-edged pandani, then slid into 
a grand forest – ancient, open, still. We lost height quickly 
and in an hour or so could hear the Mersey; soon we were at 
Fergy’s Fall. It looked feasible to cross at its foot but a slip 
could see you joining the river as it rushed into a tall gorge 
only a few metres wide; instead we went to the bridge of 
jammed boulders over its top that I’d found on a previous 
exploration. It worked.  
Years later I read that Jorgensen had turned back when on 
the southern slopes of East Wall (Mount Jerusalem); we’d 
continued for 2 days to Cathedral Plateau. For him it was 
another day of low cloud, rain and snow, but had he reached 
the top on a clear day he would have seen to the north-west 
two prominent peaks on a level plateau. Later, they were 
named Cradle Mountain and Barn Bluff, and he might have 
continued towards them, but from his notes at that time it 
sounds as though he’d already concluded that ‘no carts can 
ever be driven in this direction; neither sheep nor cattle …’. 
In 2019 there were some 280,000 visitors to the Cradle area, 
and 92,000 to Lake St Clair. Of these 9,000 walked the track. 
So people keep coming; Weindorfer's vision of ‘a park for the 
people’ is well validated. Yet I am deeply grateful that I also 
discovered – with the help and company of others – the 
satisfaction of getting off-track, of exploring Jorgensen’s 
‘directions’. 

Rupert Barnett 
References: 
Margaret Giordano, A man and a mountain – the story of Gustav 
Weindorfer, Regal Publications Launceston 1987. 
C. J. Binks, Explorers of Western Tasmania, Mary Fisher Bookshop 
Launceston, 1980. 

So we pushed into the tangles of  
needle-sharp scoparia, scrubby ti-tree,  

myrtle and saw-edged pandani, then slid  
into a grand forest – ancient, open, still.

Island in Chalis Lake with Deciduous Beech Cushion Bush

Looking from Jerusalem Walls towards Barn Bluff and Cradle Mountain
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The Barwon River flows through northern NSW for about 750 km from 
the Queensland border near Mungindi to its confluence with the Culgoa 
River where it becomes the Darling River about 80 km upstream of 
Bourke. This section of river is rarely paddled although there are reports 
of journeys by Europeans as far back as 1864. The earliest detailed 
account is that of Dr and Mrs Clark who rowed a boat from Goondiwindi 
on the Macintyre River (which becomes the Barwon River) all the way to 
the sea, a 6-month journey of about 3,400 km. Their account, and 
those of the later rowing and paddling journeys of Elder in 1924, Confoy 
in 1954, Beer in 1997 and the legendary Leyland Brothers1 in their 
tinnie in 1963 reported relatively low water levels and arduous 
conditions with snags, rapids and ‘waterfalls' especially around 
Collarenebri. The Clarks even attributed their success principally to the 
advice of the explorer Augustus Gregory to take a 
handsaw for cutting through snags that blocked 
the river.2 

During 2020 and 2021 I paddled the Darling and 
Murray rivers from Brewarrina to the sea. These 
are described in earlier editions of the Bulletin3. 
With wet conditions persisting, my attention 
turned to the Barwon River upstream of 
Brewarrina. In March 2022 I paddled the 290 km 
from the Barwon Inn near Walgett to Brewarrina. 
The 7-day journey on a rising river was largely 
uneventful but there was prolific birdlife with 
spoonbills and Nankeen Night Herons being the 
most common. The scale of the major flood of the 
previous Christmas was apparent from the high-
water mark on tree trunks 2 metres above the top 
of the bank. 

About a month later I teamed up with Bill McGrath of Brisbane to paddle 
the 305 km of the Barwon River between Mungindi and Walgett. Bill is 
an experienced kayaker having paddled the Darling, Murrumbidgee and 

Edward rivers in recent years. I had not met 
him in person but I was aware that he had 
paddled similar daily distances as I had and that 
he enjoyed early starts and early finishes which 
was also my preference. Due to work and other 
commitments we set the start date, Easter 
Monday, weeks in advance. We were expecting 
the typical low water levels that would mean, at 
the very minimum, portaging around seven 
weirs. As a consolation for the expected hard 
journey, I was looking forward to seeing the 
rapids and waterfalls that had been reported on 
earlier journeys. However, in a stroke of luck 

the river was in flood, peaking at Mungindi on 
Easter Sunday just below the moderate flood 
level. This was more like the conditions Jack 
Sargeant encountered in 1931 where he 
became lost in swamps near Mungindi, not 
knowing where the main river was. What 
followed for us was a delightful 9 days of 
paddling through remote countryside with 
conditions at their best. 

We had a short first day of paddling from 
Mungindi after a car shuffle from Walgett, which 
took half a day. The river was narrow and in 
places we had to paddle through gaps in the 
canopy of the tea tree that grows in the river 
channel. Swirling currents made this a tricky 
proposition at times and while the current was a 
gentle 2.5–3 km/h its force becomes apparent if 
you are caught side-on against tree branches. 
In some places the river would split into 
channels. If it was not apparent which channel 
was the main one then we would follow the 
main current. Often the channels would rejoin 
within a kilometre but sometimes a channel 
would send water into billabongs or swamps 
away from the river. Fortunately, with the aid of 

Delightful paddling on the Barwon River
Barwon River downstream of WalgeI – 

March 2022. All photos by Mike Bremers 
unless indicated otherwise

Bill prepares his dinner at 
one of the idyllic campsites

Paddling beneath the canopy
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a map and compass we were able to determine the best channel 
to follow and we did not get lost. Often, we could paddle through 
the River Gums which are usually high above the river level. 

One of the highlights of the journey was the beautiful campsites. 
With the river in flood and at its peak it was easy to find a gently 
sloping bank of dry ground on which to disembark. This was often 
at the start of a billabong or a creek that provided a nice harbour 
for the kayaks out of the main current. Usually, we found a 
campsite around lunchtime and enjoyed a relaxed afternoon 
sleeping or reading. The weather was perfect for this but some of 
the camps were well populated by mosquitoes. Signs of past 
habitation of the area by the Kamilaroi people were all around us. 
Within 100 m of one camp we found 10 scar trees and at another 
there was a midden and a scraper of stone unusual to the area. 
Near Collarenebri there was even a scar tree with four scars! 

The main river channel became wider and more obvious after we 
passed the Gwydir and Mehi River confluences on the approach to 
Collarenebri, roughly halfway to Walgett. None of the rapids were 
apparent, they would have been under 6 metres of water. Warning 
signs on approach to the weirs were the only indication of their 
presence, although there was a slight dip in water level as we 
paddled over Collarenebri Weir. The weather was perfect until the 
final day when rain threatened but our luck held out until we had 
completed the car shuffle back to Mungindi via the direct unsealed 
road before the wet weather closed it. 

Mike paddling through the river gums. Photo: Bill McGrath

Camped by a billabong

Scar trees were a 
common sight



NPA Bulletin – Vol. 59, No. 3 – September 2022 25

We are lucky that in the 
Murray–Darling Basin 
we have thousands of 
kilometres of rivers 
where one can paddle 
in relative safety 
through remote 
countryside, camping 
on the banks for weeks 
on end. It is a 
completely different 
experience whether you 
paddle at low water 
with its challenges or at 
high water. In either 
case it is a great way to 
observe the wildlife, the 
riparian vegetation and 
the signs of Indigenous 
habitation up close. 

Mike Bremers 
References: 
1. Great Ugly River, Leyland, 
Mike & Leyland Mal, 1965 
2. Murray-Darling Journeys, 
Bremers, Angela and 
Bremers, Mike, 2017 
3. NPA Bulletin, December 
2020, March 2021, June 
2021 

Flooded creeks made good harbours at the campsites

Bill paddles through some tea tree near Mungindi
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Date: 21–24 March 2022 

Participants: Philip Gatenby (leader), Jan Gatenby, Dave Kelly, Jacqui Rosier 

Weather: Sunny and warm for 2 days, then mist and drizzle 

The Budawangs were badly hit in the fires of the 2019–20 summer. They 
were followed by rain, more rain and yet more rain. Perfect conditions for 
significant regrowth. The idea for this walk was a 2-night stay beside Sallee 

Creek where it enters Styles Plain. There 
are campsites where the old vehicular 
track, which links Styles Plain to the Round 
Mountain Trail, fords the creek. From here 
we would explore Mount Hoddle (including 
its dramatic and extensively weathered 
northern end, Hoddles Castle Hill). Two 
nights were also planned at Camp Rock on 
the Endrick River Trail with a daylong 
exploration of Island Mountain. 

All was well as we went south-east from 
the end of Meangora Road (the Nerriga 
entrance to Morton National Park), 
dodging puddles on the Alum Creek Trail, 
through moderate scrub, and soon 
crossing the old water race which in 
bygone days transferred water from 
Endrick River to the goldfield south of 
Nerriga. We crossed Running Creek which 
was living up to its name unlike on other 
recent visits. After a couple more swollen 
creek crossings (Little Grassy Creek and 
Grassy Creek) and patches of manageable 
regrowth we reached the fire trail south of 
Round Mountain. As this track approaches 
the northern end of Fosters Mountain it 
goes to the west while our track, the track 
to Styles Plain and eventually The Vines, 
goes south-east to the east of Fosters. It’s 
many years since a vehicle used this track 

Bushwalk report 

Mount Hoddle
Quiltys Mountain from Styles Plain. Photo by Dave Kelly

Above: Mount Tarn from Mount Hoddle 
Below: Base of Hoddle’s cliffs. All photos by Jan and Philip Gatenby unless indicated otherwise
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Hoddles Castle and detached turrets

and over time it had morphed into a delightful 
footpath as leaf and other plant litter built up on 
its surface and its parallel-log bridge fell into a 
negotiable ruin. The fires put an end to all this 
and soon after leaving the Round Mountain Trail 
we were pushing through 2–3 m eucalypt and 
acacia saplings which were about 10 cm apart. 
At least they were bendy. We had a rough idea 
where the old track was and tried to stick to it. 
At one point we passed a rock cairn indicating a 
route to Fosters Mountain and stumbled across 
the old bridge, now partially collapsed. Beyond 
the bridge the forest gave way to heathland and 
lo and behold there was the old trail, guiding us 
to the Sallee Creek crossing. The ford used to 
be hidden among trees but now no longer, 
having been burnt, then scoured by repetitive 
floods. Not far from the ford was a flat, dryish 
area suitable for tents. Nearby pools looked 
good for platypus and Dave thinks he may have 
heard one. 

Good weather continued into day 2 for our 
exploration of Mount Hoddle. The mountain is 
an odd shape, resembling from the air a skinny, 
legless duck with high points at either end and 
a thin ‘neck’ between the two. To the west of 
the castle or northern end are a couple of 
knolls, a bit like detached turrets. We climbed 
the more westerly turret then, closer to the 

actual castle, found a few ancient cairns marking a damp, scrubby 
scramble on to the plateau then a short walk north to the cliff edge for 
panoramic views, especially good to the north, with Round Mountain and 
Quiltys highlighted by patches of mist. Thanks to the fires, crossing the 
plateau north to south was easier than on previous visits. At the narrow 
lower point we checked for routes off the plateau. The true summit of 
Mount Hoddle is at the southern end which also has spectacular views – 

this time to the south. The odd shape of Mount Hoddle is made even 
odder by a northerly flowing creek which, over the millennia, has all but 
sliced off a part of the mountain’s south-west to form a thin ‘peninsula’. 
This formation gives a strong indication of how the turrets near the 

castle end were formed. In the headwaters 
of the creek there was a passage off the 
plateau. To return to camp we kept to the 
base of the western cliffs for as long as 
possible. 

As predicted, overnight the weather 
changed to become more Budawangs-like. 
Mist, which later turned to drizzle, 
shrouded Styles Plain and there was little 
to be seen of the surrounding mesas we’d 
admired yesterday. After all the recent rain, 
the plain was awash in places but the old 
vehicular track was mostly visible between 
Sallee Creek and, on the other side of the 
plain, its crossing of Styles Creek. From 
this ford, the track leaves the heathland 
and re-enters forest for its 4 km undulate 
north-east to The Vines, where there was 
once a sawmill called the White Cat. Pre-
fire it was a pleasant walk through towering 
eucalypt forest, patches of rainforest, fungi 

Climbing Hoddles Castle

Sallee Creek crossing 
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aplenty and mossy creek crossings with another old log bridge, usually taking about 90 minutes unless one detoured to the 
aptly named Hidden Valley on the side of Mount Sturgiss. But things have changed and the track has almost disappeared. 
Of the turn-off and footpad to Hidden Valley there was no sign. Saplings, close together, and Lawyer Vine (Smilax australis, 
aka Native Sarsaparilla or Wait-awhile) have taken over in places, while just north of where the old log bridge once was 
(lunched here among the leeches), the track was covered in Calomeria amaranthoides (Incense Plant), upright and fallen, 
only passable in places by crawling. Struggling through the regrowth occasional signs of the former track were visible and 

offered encouragement that we remained on 
track, so to speak – benching on the sides of hills, 
large logs with steps cut into them and, nearing 
The Vines, a cairn marking the turn-off to the 
bora ground on Quiltys. This cairn now also marks 
the point where the track improves, and the last 
500 m were relatively pleasant. About 5 hours 
after leaving the Styles Creek crossing we joyfully 
emerged onto the Endrick River Trail where the 
‘previous’ track reaches The Vines. The rainforest 
at The Vines seemed largely intact post-fire. 
Camp Rock, to the east, was a welcome sight 
despite it being degraded by overuse with multiple 
fire places having sprung up in various places. The 
rock’s overhang offered shelter from the misty 
drizzle which had been with us for most of the day 
and became heavier as night approached. 
Lec:  Incense Plant (Calomeria amaranthoides) 
Below: Quiltys Crossing, Endrick River 

First Endrick River Crossing

At The Vines
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By morning the weather had improved but visibility hadn’t. The decision was made 
to head for home rather than spend another day in wet scrub, so leaving a visit to 
Island Mountain for another time. The forecast wasn’t great, the landscape was 
saturated and with two river crossings (both on the Endrick) and numerous creeks 
between Camp Rock and the car, becoming stranded was a distinct possibility. Some 
5 km north of The Vines, where the Endrick River Trail approaches the Endrick River, 
is the eastern end of the Red Ground Track. It’s an old vehicular track, about 7 km 
long, which mostly traverses heath. After crossing the river the track goes through 
Quiltys Clearing, now a forest of saplings. Fortunately for us, the track had been 
cleared of thick vegetation so no more scrub to push through although it was rather 
boggy between the former clearing and the second crossing (called Quiltys 
Crossing), beyond which was our car. Care was needed at both crossings. 

Philip Gatenby 
Lec: Mount Hoddle, the duck. NSW Six Map topo mosaic

The Vines. Photo by Jacqui Rosier

Site of log bridge Camp Rock
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Bruce Boreham and Kevin McCue have 
developed a simple model to estimate the 
population of a threatened species, Rosenberg’s 
Goanna (RG), in the Naas Valley without 
trapping and marking them. They have drawn on 
long-term studies of RG on Kangaroo Island to 
postulate reasons for their number and recency. 
This has allowed them to estimate the adult 
population of RG to be in the range of 120 to 
218 in 2019 and to identify possible 
conservation actions.  

Introduction 
Rosenberg’s Goannas were widely distributed 
across southern Australia before the arrival of 
Europeans. Now they are a threatened species 
confined to three isolated populations in south- 
eastern, south-central and south-western 
Australia (King and Green, 1999). One of those 
populations is in the isolated Naas Valley of 
Namadgi National Park. 

An unusual abundance of Rosenberg’s Goanna 
in the eastern part of the national park based 
on anecdotal observations was mooted by 
Fletcher (2019) to be a recent phenomenon. 
The questions we address are: is there really a 
high density of goannas? and if so how could we 
explain their recency? and what is the 
population’s size without trapping them? 

We have attempted to answer these questions 
by modelling the population using a holistic 
approach common to other areas of science and 
economics but unusual in ecology (Lohrey and 
Boreham 2020). 

Environment of the remote valley 
For the last 10,000 years, since the end of the last Ice Age, the physical 
environment of the ACT has been quite stable. Until about 100 years 
ago there were a number of top predators in the Naas Valley including 
two goanna species, the Carpet Python, dingo, introduced fox and at the 
very apex, humans, whose artefacts can be found scattered through the 
valley. We can assume the smallest of them, the Rosenberg’s Goanna, 
was at the bottom of the pile, it was hammered by the other predators 
so not many of them survived, perhaps three or four mature pairs. 

About a hundred years ago, Indigenous hunters and gatherers were 
driven from the scene. The Lace Monitor, a somewhat bigger tree- 
dwelling relative of Rosenberg’s Goanna was killed on sight by farmers 
to protect their domestic chickens. Being tree dwellers in the main, 
modern man-made fires and natural bushfires decimated their 
remaining population. The Carpet Python probably suffered the same 
fate. In the 1960s farmers and government rangers started poisoning 
the dingoes travelling through the valley to prey on neighbouring sheep 
across the state border, the baits were also taken by introduced foxes 
cutting their numbers dramatically. Government rangers accelerated 
that program in the late 1970s.  

Top predator 
All of these factors resulted in RG becoming the top predator in the 
valley from the 1980s and explain their rapid increase in numbers in the 
valley where there is no farming pressure. So that addresses the 
question of recency. 

Female goannas reach maturity after about 5 years, and each breeding 
female lays ~10 to 14 eggs each year (King and Green, 1999). 
Predators such as Kookaburras, Currawongs and various raptors, other 
monitor lizards and the occasional dingo, fox and cat probably take the 
majority of hatchlings. 

On Kangaroo Island where RG is also the top predator and a research 
program has been on-going since the 1960s (Rismiller et al., 2010), the 
goannas face similar threats, therefore we can use comparisons with 
Kangaroo Island research findings to estimate the number of RG in the 
valley. 

Predation is the most common cause of death for small animals. On 
Kangaroo Island where the main predators of goanna hatchlings are 
birds and feral cats, one in thirteen hatchlings or 8% are likely to 
survive the first twelve months of life (SA Government fact sheet). 
Although predation from cats, and deaths from roadkill are probably 
fewer in the ACT valley than on Kangaroo Island, the main predators in 
the valley are now probably native birds, other RGs and foxes. One big 
difference is that RGs can migrate from this valley, unlike those on 
Kangaroo Island. Therefore, we speculate the survival rate to maturity 
may be more like 10% than 8%.  

Materials and  methods 
We start by estimating the likely number of goannas without the 
expense and inherent uncertainties of capture-mark-recapture or mark-
resight methods (McClintock, 2017). We can estimate the most likely 
numbers by making the following assumptions: 

• A breeding rate of 10 hatchlings per breeding female per annum 

• A hatchling survival rate of 10% (i.e., 1 hatching survives to 
adulthood) 

• A male to female ratio of 1.5:1 

• Females begin breeding at about 5 years of age 

• An adult survival rate in the wild of 20% (Hecht, 2020)  

• A lifespan in the wild of 30 years. (SA Government fact sheet). 

Counting goannas in the Naas Valley
NPA science

Figure 1: A basking male Rosenberg’s Goanna in the ACT (note 
the tail paIern which dis%nguishes it from the Lace Monitor). 
Photo by Kevin McCue
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Based on these assumptions we get an effective population expansion 
rate of 8% pa per breeding female (i.e. 0.4 females per breeding 
female survive to adulthood of which 20% survive as adults). 

If we start by assuming three breeding pairs in 1980 then the increase 
in adult numbers will be constant until the number of breeding 
females begins to increase. Once this happens the population will 
compound, and we can use a compound interest calculator and our 
effective population expansion rate to calculate an estimate of 218 
adults (86 females and 132 males) in 2021. Varying that number of 
three initial breeding females can also be assessed (see Figure 2). 

Results 

If we had only two breeding pairs in 1980, the calculated total 
population by 2021 is 120 goannas as shown in Figure 2. So the final 
figure is quite sensitive to the initial number assumed. 

A single breeding pair in 1980 is not viable and more than 3 pairs 
rapidly produce nonsensical numbers. 

If our population estimate is correct, then urgent action is needed to 
protect the adults. Bushfires driven by climate change are increasingly 
becoming a serious threatening process. Also, more can be done to 
reduce predation by birds, roadkill and predation by foxes and feral 
cats. 

Discussion 
• Success of Rosenberg’s Goanna in the valley in the southern ACT 

can be explained by its sudden rise to top predator status due to 
the loss of all the higher-level predators by 1980. 

• Assuming two breeding pairs in 1980, five years for females to 
reach sexual maturity and an initial adult survival rate of 50% it is 
possible there could have been just three breeding pairs by 1985 
and the modelled number of adults in 2021 is 120 (48 females) with 
a doubling between 2012 and 2021. 

• The doubling of numbers since 2012 might give a perception of an 
apparent population explosion and the conclusion that there have 
never been more RGs in the valley (or the ACT) but it is just an 
outcome of continual growth. 

• Our results show exponential growth which can’t persist for long 
before some population plateau is reached through migration or 
mortality. Independent population estimates could help identify this 
plateau. 

We have made this study with no local data, just sensible 
assumptions, and published data for Kangaroo Island. Interesting that 
120 to 218 adults could have grown from just two or three breeding 

pairs in 1980 and this concurs with Fletcher’s 
(2019) early expectation. 

Some of the anecdotal evidence suggesting a 
recent population explosion in the Naas Valley are 
apparent in the compounding results which show 
a doubling of numbers between 2012 and 2021. 
Note that in the period we discuss, 1980-2021, 
there was drought, flooding rain, and in late 
January 2020 a megascale bushfire impacted part 
of the valley, all natural events expected in a 
goanna’s lifetime. 

We have not specifically accommodated the 
population decline attributed to the 30 year 
lifespan but consider it covered in the adult 
survival rate in the wild of 20%. 

More frequent and more intense fires and 
increased road traffic through the valley could 
dramatically change the outcome for RGs, but if 
these are managed properly there is no reason to 
fear the decline of this interesting species. 

We look forward to comparing our estimated 
population with the results obtained from actual 
counts when these results become available. 

Conclusions 
We conclude that the dramatic increase in the 
Rosenberg’s Goanna population in the southern 
Namadgi Valley since the 1980s can be explained 
by the near complete removal of other predators, 
and we estimate the adult population of goannas 
there to be of the order of 120 to 218 animals in 
2021. 

Our study identifies the key role the Naas Valley 
has as a nursery for emigrating goannas through 
the ACT and neighbouring NSW so conservation 
efforts need to extend beyond the Naas Valley, 
indeed beyond the ACT. 

Future DNA studies will enlighten our knowledge 
of these magnificent animals further, but, until 
more data is available, they need robust 
protection.  

Bruce Boreham and Kevin McCue 
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PARKWATCH
Fleurieu parks SA plan open for consultation 
Development of a management plan for parks of the Central 
Fleurieu Peninsula is underway. The plan will establish a long-term 
vision for the management of the ecological values of Hindmarsh 
Valley National Park and five other parks across the central Fleurieu 
Peninsula, including: Gum Tree Gully Conservation Park, Mount 
Billy Conservation Park, Myponga Conservation Park, Spring Mount 
Conservation Park, and Yulte Conservation Park. 

The draft plan was released in August for a 3-month consultation 
and is expected to be adopted in December 2022. 

https://bit.ly/3Owkb5D 

Park designation delay a risk to Greater Gliders 
in Victoria 
New research has uncovered a population hotspot of the Greater 
Glider in Wombat Forest, a discovery that is set to trigger Victoria’s 
protection act and restrict VicForests’ proposed logging of the area. 

The population survey, conducted over 3 nights in January 2022 by 
citizen scientists supported by the Victorian National Parks 
Association, recorded an unexpected 40 Greater Gliders, four 
Koalas and even a Powerful Owl, Australia’s largest owl species. 

‘To see such a dense population, especially this far west and after a 
third of their habitat was destroyed in the 2019–20 bushfires in 
eastern Victoria was really thrilling,’ said Matt Ruchel, Executive 
Director of Victorian National Parks Association. ‘The discovery of a 
Greater Glider population hotspot demands that all logging in the 
area must immediately stop and further investigation be urgently 
undertaken. 

‘Greater Gliders are Australia’s largest gliding marsupial, but 
habitat destruction has seen their numbers dwindle’, he said. 

https://bit.ly/3ucbmWL 

Ranger mine rehabilitation challenge NT 
Could the site of the former Ranger uranium mine one day be 
incorporated into Kakadu National Park? Energy Resources 
Australia (ERA), which mined the site at the entrance to Kakadu for 
four decades, believes it could. The possibility is canvassed in an 
ABC News special report on the rehabilitation of the 500-ha site, 
which ceased production in 2021 and is in the early throes of 
rehabilitation. 

The clean-up is being supervised by scientists employed by the 
federal government and involves the removal of 65 million tonnes 
of contaminated scraps, mining silos and machinery without 
poisoning the surrounding ecosystem of the national park. 
Supervising scientist Keith Tayler believes ERA’s claim Ranger could 
one day be a part of Kakadu is legitimate – but how long that will 
take is anybody’s guess. 

ERA is actively seeking Aboriginal involvement in the rehabilitation, 
which could cost an estimated $2.2 billion. 

https://ab.co/3bSGvbt 

Concerns over Cooloola Great Walk ecotourism 
proposal Qld 
The National Parks Association of Queensland (NPAQ) has raised 
concerns about an ecotourism project for the Cooloola Great Walk 
in Great Sandy National Park. The walk is an existing 102-
kilometre walking and camping experience that links Noosa North 
Shore with Rainbow Beach. 

The ecotourism project is being delivered through a collaborative 
model with the Queensland Government; a private proponent, 
CABN; the local Traditional Owners, the Kabi Kabi People; and the 
local community. 

CABN proposes to construct five ‘low impact and self-
sufficient’ eco-accommodation sites along the walk. 
This would require construction of 650 m of new 
service vehicle access to connect proposed sites to the 
existing 4WD track network within the national park 
and approximately 720 m of new walking track to 
connect sites to the existing walk. 

NPAQ’s concerns include the effects on endangered or 
vulnerable fauna and flora and their habitats. Among 
its recommendations, if the project proceeds, is that 
conditions of approval and or lease includes limits on 
usage, vehicle movements, and dawn and dusk 
restrictions to minimise wildlife disturbance. 

https://npaq.org.au/current-issues/cooloola-great-
walk/ 

Bush Heritage fills another gap WA 
Bush Heritage has recently purchased a property next 
to its Red Moort Reserve on Noongar country in south-
west Western Australia. The purchase of the property, 
‘Ediegarrup’, is part of a strategy to reconnect pockets 
of remnant vegetation to ensure that if species need 
to move because of climatic changes, bushfires, 
disease or predation from feral predators they can find 
more appropriate shelter, nesting sites or foraging 
habitat through a connected landscape. 

Red Moort and Ediegarrup are located in a 70 km-wide 
expanse of land between the Fitzgerald River and 
Stirling Range National Parks, known locally as the 
Fitz-Stirling—one of Australia’s great biodiversity 
hotspots, and has been deemed a ‘Reconnection 
landscape’ under a Bush Heritage climate change 
assessment. 

Roughly two-thirds of the Fitz-Stirling region has 
already been connected, and the newly purchased 
1,067-ha Ediegarrup Reserve fills in another gap, 
linking the Red Moort Reserve with the state-owned 
Corackerup Nature Reserve to the north and Crown 
land to the east. 

It includes large tracts of remnant bush, but around 
600 hectares of cleared land on Ediegarrup will need 
to be revegetated before the connection is complete. 

https://www.bushheritage.org.au/newsletters/2022/
winter/a-path-forward 

Species back from extinction in NSW 
after 200 years 
The locally extinct Mitchell’s Hopping-mouse has 
returned to semi-arid NSW after 155 individuals were 
released into the feral-predator-free protected area at 
Mallee Cliffs National Park in April and June. This is the 
sixth species to be reintroduced to the national park 
as part of a landmark re-wilding project by the 
Australian Wildlife Conservancy (AWC) in partnership 
with the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service and 
the NSW Government. 

Mitchell’s Hopping-mice are nocturnal, sheltering in 
burrows during the day and emerging in the evening 
in search of seeds and plants. 

The reintroduced Mitchell’s Hopping-mice were 
sourced from a successful Zoos SA program and AWC 
breeding program. 

https://bit.ly/3axqtTR  
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Debate reignites over block next to Tasman 
National Park 
The Tasmanian National Parks Association (TNPA) says a plot 
of land up for sale next to a national park on the Tasman 
Peninsula should be included in the Tasman National 
Park and that the state government should buy the land to 
make it happen. 

Locals, conservationists and the Indigenous community are 
concerned that the 40-hectare waterfront block on Crescent 
Bay plot could be bought by private developers and turned 
into luxury accommodation. 

The block is next to a large site that electronics millionaire 
Dick Smith bought in 2008. Mr Smith lodged an application 
to build a luxury lodge on his site but abandoned the project 
after fierce opposition from locals and a lack of support from 
the state government. 

In 2017, Mr Smith's daughter and son-in-law revealed plans 
to revive the project. The Tasmanian Government 
committed $1 million to boost the proposed $20 million 
tourism development, but no work has since been done. 

With the neighbouring plot now listed for sale, a similar 
debate has been reignited over what should happen to the 
land. 

TNPA president Nick Sawyer said the block includes a coastal 
dune system, woodlands and wetlands, as well as 
threatened flora and fauna, including the White-bellied Sea 
Eagle. 

https://ab.co/3Pdf0HI 

An international model 
As international negotiators prepare to meet in Kunming, 
China, in October for the second part of the 15th Conference 
of the Parties to the Biodiversity Convention, one of  their 
key goals will be to finalise a working draft of a strategic 
plan for conserving global biodiversity for the next decade or 
more. 

The current draft calls for protection of 30 per cent of lands 
and seas worldwide by 2030, based on the growing science 
of area-based conservation. Achieving this goal would more 
than double the targets that nations agreed to in 2011 – 17 
per cent for land, 10 per cent for seas. 

A report in The Conversation by two US environmentalists, 
Charles C. Chester and Mark Hebblewhite, says while such 
goals might once have seemed out of the question, 
initiatives like the vast Yellowstone to Yukon Conservation 
Initiative, Y2Y, show that they are attainable. 

The region stretches more than 3,200 kilometres north-west 
from Wyoming into Canada’s Yukon Territory and knits 
landscapes together to make it possible for animals to move 
across it – whether they are following age-old migration 
patterns or responding to a changing climate. 

The initiative is the work of hundreds of partners –
 conservation groups, private landowners, businesses, 
government agencies, tribes and scientists and, argue 
Chester and Hebblewhite, is the right scale for effective 
conservation on a changing planet. 

https://bit.ly/3PszyfO 

Australia moving in ‘opposite direction’ on 
eco-tourism in National Parks 
The debate over eco-tourism in national parks is raised 
again in a recent article in Guardian Australia. It quotes eco-
tourism researcher Sonya Underdahl saying there are few 
successful examples worldwide of accommodation inside 
national parks that take a conservation-led approach. While 

countries like Thailand and China are demolishing luxury 
resorts and hotels in forests and national parks, Australia is 
moving in the opposite direction. 

Underdahl says that, in the past decade or so, there has 
been a significant increase in public–private partnerships 
where companies pay state governments to lease land. This 
can be traced back to the 2009 National Long-term Tourism 
Strategy Steering Committee recommendations to better 
tap into the ‘latent tourism potential’ of national parks. 

Ralf Buckley, Emeritus International Chair in Ecotourism 
Research at Griffith University, says the public is not in 
favour of these kinds of developments but developers don’t 
care … They are looking at single visits by wealthy 
urbanites’. 

‘These developments also have substantial ecological 
impacts such as fragmentation of forest canopy … access 
corridors for weed seeds, fungal spores and feral animals … 
[and a] permanent footprint onsite.’ 

https://bit.ly/3ImrZEX 

National park a first for WA Wheatbelt 
WA’s Wheatbelt region has its first national park. The 
Dryandra Woodland National Park, near Narrogin, 180 
kilometres south-east of Perth, was created in January and 
is a stronghold for some of Australia's rarest and most 
vulnerable wildlife, including Numbats, Woylies, Brushtail 
Wallabies, Chuditch, Quenda and the mound-building 
Malleefowl. 

The 17,870-ha national park was formerly a state forest and 
contains two class A nature reserves that will help ensure 
the future protection of native animals living in one of the 
last remnants of original woodland in the western 
Wheatbelt. 

Numbers of Numbats, WA’s animal emblem, have increased 
at Dryandra in recent years thanks to a Department of 
Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions conservation 
program. The department's Western Shield program, which 
has been operating for 25 years and works to protect WA's 
native wildlife through broad-scale management of 
introduced predators, including foxes and feral cats, has 
achieved significant conservation outcomes for many 
vulnerable native species in Dryandra. 

https://bit.ly/3c0JDBZ 

Deer threat to Tasmania’s national parks 
Feral deer are now moving into Tasmania’s World Heritage 
areas as calls mount for the state government to end 
protection of the animal. Tasmania is the last state to 
maintain a ban on commercial selling of deer meat, after 
NSW and Victoria changed their regulations in 2019. 

It’s believed there are now 100,000 deer across the state, 
with the population expected to hit 1 million by mid-century 
if there is no active management. 

Andrew Cox, the Chief Executive of the Invasive Species 
Council, says the deer have expanded out of the highlands 
in the past 15 years and are now everywhere, including Ben 
Lomond National Park in the state’s north-east, down 
through to the Douglas–Apsley National Park, and have 
moved into Freycinet National Park. There is even a herd on 
Bruny Island, in the state’s south. 

‘They’re moving into the World Heritage area,’ Cox says. ‘We 
have people who have spotted deer scats and footprints in 
the Walls of Jerusalem National Park.’ 

https://bit.ly/3AUv9Oz 

Compiled by Allan Sharp
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NPA ACT Art Week at 
Gudgenby Cottage  

Saturday 5 to Sunday 13 November  

Think about what creative things you could do 
in a comfortable cottage in the heart of 
Namadgi. Comfortable beds and all mod cons. 
Come for a single night or the whole week. 
Painting, drawing, writing, photography, 
weaving, whatever you like to do.  

Leader: Eleanor Cotterell 
Contact: eleanorcotterell@gmail.com

NPA ACT welcomes  
the following new members: 

Melissa Croaker 
David & Bronwyn Drain 

Sheree Bamforth 
Patricia McDonell 

Jenny West 
Annie Fraser 

Hannelize & Regardt Marcus 
Martin Etherington 

Victoria ter Kuile & Nicholas Wynne 
Sally & Dave Bettenay & 3 children 

Debbie Forbes 
Anne Forsythe 

Samantha & Aaron Palmer & 2 children 
Alison Russell-French OAM 

Jennifer Carter 
Julia Robinson 

Julie Canterbury 
Benedict Keaney 

Mardi McNeil 
Babette Fahey 
Margaret Blood 

Frances Summers, Victoria Wilson 
 Abigail Hils & James DelBene 

 Christine Langley-Thorne & Richard Jaques 
Clare Drynan 

Ian Davis  

We look forward to seeing you  
at NPA activities

NPA bulletin board Red spot 
Subscriptions for 2022–23 are now overdue. If there is a 
red spot on your Bulletin address sheet and in your 
Bulletin or you have received a reminder notice and not yet 
paid, the association’s records show your current subscription 
has not been received. 

Please take the time to make amendments to the renewal form if the 
information NPA holds confidentially in its database needs correcting. 
Please send the whole form back or use the online form  
https://www.npaact.org.au/index.php/pages/join with any changes and 
your payment details. Thank you!

GBRG Christmas party at Gudgenby Cottage 
Saturday 10 December after a morning work party 

Please see the outings program, but check the website 
closer to the date for possible changes.

NPA Christmas party 
Sunday 11 December at Namadgi Visitor Centre 

We are planning to have an outdoor picnic from 11:30 on. Bring your 
own picnic lunch, drinks and a chair if possible. You can also take part in 
a walk before lunch. Please check the website or Burning Issues for any 
changes and more details closer to the date.

51st Black Mountain spring wildflower ramble 
Saturday 8 October 2022 – 9.30 am sharp to 12 noon or later 
Enter from Belconnen Way, just before Caswell Drive turnoff – look for 
balloons or banners. 
Celebrate the spring flowering on beautiful Black Mountain with a social 
ramble for wildflower lovers, in the tradition established by Nancy Burbidge 
and continued by George Chippendale and Jean Geue. On easy bush tracks 
and with experienced guides and good company, discover the surprising 
diversity of tiny orchids, bush peas, wattles and Billy Buttons. All springs are 
not the same. The pattern remains but timing and abundance vary with the 
weather; after the copious rain we have had this year we are anticipating a 
special display of flowers. Friends of Black Mountain welcomes everyone, be 
they experts or those who have never slowed down to see the often 
somewhat cryptic diversity. We plan to have several guides, who will take 
different routes. 

Please allow time to park and walk to the meeting point. 

There will be some books for sale, including Black Mountain a natural 
history of a Canberra icon by Ian Fraser and Rosemary Purdie, and booklets 
about local plants. 
BYO morning tea, water, hat, sunblock and stout shoes. 
Gold coin donation 
BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL to ensure we have enough guides. Please 
provide names and mobile phone number of each person you book to 
friendsofblackmountain@gmail.com or to Libby (6251 8972) or Linda (0437 
298 711). This helps us to contact you if changes are needed at short notice 
(e.g. bad weather).

Showing plant details of 
par%cular interest.  

Photo by L. Beveridge

Butterflies galore 
Suzi Bond is leading a butterfly walk for 

NPA members at the ANBG on  
Saturday 5 November. Numbers limited.  

Please contact sonjalenz67@gmail.com  
for more details in early November. 

Macleay's 
Swallowtail 

at Mount 
Aggie, 

Namadgi 
Na%onal 

Park. Photo 
by Suzi Bond

At the NPA general meeting on 17 March, 
Kevin McCue stepped in and gave a 
presentation on the Tongan volcanic 
eruption on 15 January 2022 when the 
scheduled speaker had to withdraw. 
Professor Bruce Boreham and Kevin have 
written an article on this subject titled ‘The 
Tonga Volcanic Eruption and Shock Wave 
Formation’ which is published in the August 
edition of Australian Physics.

mailto:sonjalenz67@gmail.com
mailto:eleanorcotterell@gmail.com
https://www.npaact.org.au/index.php/pages/join
mailto:friendsofblackmountain@gmail.com
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NPA books are available from some bookshops (e.g. ANBG), or contact the association office.

More for your calendar September October November December

Committee meetings (5:30 pm to 7pm) Thursday 8th Thursday 6th Thursday 3rd Thursday 1st

General meetings 
Third Thursday of the month, 7:30 pm, Uniting Church hall, 56 Scrivener Street, O’Connor

Thursday 20 October 
NPA scholar presentations 

Sophie Cain and  
Maisie Walker Stelling 

Sophie, 2021 NPA scholarship holder, will 
present the results of her study on the effects 
of macropod herbivory on intraspecific plant 
trait variation – consequences for forest 
flammability? 

Maisie is this year’s NPA scholarship holder. 
She will report on progress in her investigation 
of the use of conservation genetics of the New 
Holland Mouse, and how human-induced 
stochastic events (like genetic bottlenecks) 
can influence changes in genetic diversity.

Thursday 17 November 
Dreamtime Connections 

Aaron Chatfield 
Aaron Chatfield, a Ngunnawal/
Kamilaroi man, will tell us about his 
enterprise ‘Dreamtime Connections’, 
which focuses on connecting schools 
and community groups to Indigenous 
culture through its interactive and 
informative connect 2 culture 
workshops. Workshop participants 
gain an understanding of Aboriginal 
culture through presentations of local 
native bush foods, medicines, tools 
and artefacts.

Aims and objectives of the Association 
• Promotion of national parks and of measures for the protection 

of fauna and flora, scenery, natural features and cultural 
heritage in the Australian Capital Territory and elsewhere, and 
the reservation of specific areas. 

• Interest in the provision of appropriate outdoor recreation 
areas. 

• Stimulation of interest in, and appreciation and enjoyment of, 
such natural phenomena and cultural heritage by organised 
field outings, meetings or any other means. 

• Cooperation with organisations and persons having similar 
interests and objectives. 

• Promotion of, and education for, conservation, and the 
planning of landuse to achieve conservation. 

Membership subscription rates (1 July to 30 June) 
The subscription rate is $22, which includes a digital copy of 
our Bulletin. 
If you want to receive a printed copy of the Bulletin, the 
subscription rates are: 
 Household membership $44  Single members              $38.50 
 Corporate membership $33  Full-time student/Pensioner  $22 
Note: All the above subscription categories reduce to $11 if 
a donation of $100 or more is made.  

Office-bearers 
 President         
 Vice President       
 Secretary        
 Treasurer         

Committee members 
 Esther Gallant 

 Cynthia Burton 
 Jennifer Carter 
 Viv Schweizer 
 Mike Bremers 
 Hugh Coppell 
 Rod Griffiths 

 Alison Russell-French 
Allan Sharp 

Conveners 
Bulletin Working Group   
Cultural Subcommittee    
Environment Subcommittee   
Outings Subcommittee 
Publications Subcommittee 
Promotion & Outreach Subcommittee 
Work Party Co-ordinator

National Parks Association of the ACT Incorporated (Inaugurated 1960) 

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land on which we live, learn and work, and pay our respects to the First Nations 
Peoples and their Elders, past, present and emerging.

Allan Sharp 
Rosemary Holllow 

Rod Griffiths 
Mike Bremers 
Kevin McCue 
Allan Sharp 

Martin Chalk

Immediate Past President 
Membership liaison 
Public Officer 
Minutes Secretary

Rosemary Hollow 
Tor Wilson 
<vacant> 

Jan Gatenby

Thursday 15 September 
Tracking Eastern Brown 

Snakes 

Gavin Smith 
ANU Associate Professor Gavin 
Smith will share some of the 
findings to date from the Tracking 
the Movements of Eastern Brown 
Snakes in the Canberra 
Area project. We will learn about 
some of the fascinating behaviours 
and habitats of the Territory’s 
beautiful Eastern Brown 
Snakes Pseudonaja textilis.



For information on NPA ACT activities, please visit our  

website: http://www.npaact.org.au and follow us: 

 Instagram:  https://www.instagram.com/npa_act/ 

 Twitter: https://twitter.com/Lovenature321 

 Facebook:  www.facebook.com/NationalParksAssociationOfTheACT

http://www.npaact.org.au
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