
December 2022 – Volume 59 – Number 4

• Learning to live with snakes - overcoming myth and fear 
• Women and social media drive NPA membership rise 
• Snow gum devastation in NSW high country 
• New threatened species plan recognises Indigenous knowledge
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Highlights and changes  
Greetings everyone. 
There have been two highlights since the AGM: the 
meetings of the new committee and the introduction of the 
new logo. 
Change is not always easy, and a new logo was bound to 
result in mixed responses. It’s been very gratifying to 
receive many positive responses, including the four below:  

Great new logo. I agree with the arguments made around 
the First Nations issue too, we need to be sensitive to 
potential cultural appropriation by organisations that aren’t 
primarily run by or for First Nations people.  
I really like the new logo.  I should add that I am usually 
sceptical about changes to logos etc. but the logic for the 
change seems sound to me and the new logo is 
appropriate, legible and pleasing to the eye.  
An excellent new logo in my humble opinion. More 
appropriate and colourful. 
I love the new logo, so fresh and appropriate. I’m no longer 
sorry we missed out to CBC to use the Corroboree Frog. 

Jennifer Carter and I represented NPA ACT at the National 
Parks Association Council meeting in Melbourne in October: 

see p. 7 for Jennifer’s report on the 
meeting, a site tour (mostly in the rain!) 
and the AGM. All those present were 
impressed with our new logo, and 
some mused that they might have to 
review their logo designs! 
 I’m delighted to welcome our new 
committee members, whose bios 
appear below. We have also 
changed the day and time of 
our meetings to suit work and 
family commitments. We now 
meet on the first Thursday of the month from 5.30 pm to 
7pm. The new time has worked, and we’ve had a couple of 
productive meetings. 
I’m writing this in early November on a wet day and a 
forecast of snow on the mountains. I’m sure summer will 
appear eventually! Mike Bremers has put together another 
excellent walks program for the summer. A huge thanks to all 
the volunteers leading walks, so check out the program and 
share it with your friends.  
On behalf of the committee, I’d like to wish you all a happy 
and safe festive season. We hope 2023 is an enjoyable year 
for you all.  

Rosemary Hollow

From the President

New committee members bring broad conservation expertise
Four new members were elected to the NPA Management 
Committee at the Annual General Meeting in August. Alison Russell-
French, Hugh Coppell, Victoria (Tor) Wilson and Jennifer Carter 
bring a broad range of conservation experience to the Committee. 
Jennifer Carter 
Jennifer is NPA’s new public officer and Heritage convenor. She grew 
up in the Waitakere ranges near Auckland, New Zealand, exploring 
the west coast beaches and protected bushland, which inspired a 
career in conservation. Her career focus has been on conservation 
and public access – and her particular interest is in enhancing public 
awareness of national parks to ensure community support for 
ongoing protection.  
She has been involved in heritage conservation policy and practice 
for over 30 years in New Zealand, England, Italy and Australia, and 
has worked in various natural and cultural heritage organisations, 
primarily in the public sector. She worked for 10 years for NSW 
NPWS, including as Manager for Sydney Region, and then 15 years 
for the various iterations of the Commonwealth Department of the 
Environment in Canberra, specifically on listing, protecting and 
managing world, national and Commonwealth heritage through the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Act 1999. 
Jennifer is an enthusiastic photographer and she and her family 
regularly explore the national parks of the ACT and NSW.  She is 
keen to bring her experience in protected area management to the 
NPA to support public awareness of and engagement with 
Australia’s national parks to ensure their protection.  
Hugh Coppell 
Hugh Coppell has lived in Canberra his entire life. His passion for 
the environment began in high school, through many hours spent 
hiking with friends in Canberra Nature Park and Namadgi National 
Park. He subsequently converted this interest into study at the 
Australian National University, completing a bachelor’s degree in 
Environment and Sustainability in 2021. 
He has worked as a field officer with Greening Australia, assisting 
with restoration projects across the ACT and southern NSW region. 
He has also recently commenced an honours degree project with 
the support of Greening Australia, looking at ways to improve the 
results of direct-seeding projects. 

Hugh has been a member of the NPA for 2 years now, 
having joined to get involved with volunteer activities. 
Most weekends he can be found at a Parkcare or 
Landcare event somewhere in the ACT as he ‘just can’t 
get enough of hands-on natural resource management’! 
Hugh says he is always up for a chat about 
environmental topics and is eager to improve his 
identification skills in both flora and fauna. As a general 
member of the committee, his goal is to engage more 
young people with NPA activities. 
Alison Russell-French 
Alison was a career public servant in the Australian Public 
Service (APS) for 32 years and a senior executive in the 
Department of Environment for 10 years. Her APS career 
spanned a wide range of policy development and 
program implementation, delivery and administration 
across environment and conservation heritage, coastal, 
Indigenous cultural and natural resource management, 
National and World Heritage, natural resources and 
fisheries management areas. After retirement from the 
APS, she worked as a part-time consultant on 
environment, conservation and natural resource 
management projects in Australia and China.  
Alison has had a long association with several non-
government organisations, including positions as chair/
president of Wetlands International – Asia Pacific (6 
years), Birds Australia (13 years with 6 years as 
president), the Australasian Wader Studies Group 
(AWSG) (25 years with several periods as chair), the 
Canberra Ornithological Group (4 years as chair). 
Alison was appointed chair/president of the Woodlands 
and Wetlands Trust (WWT) in Canberra in 2014. The 
trust works in partnership with the ANU and the ACT 
Government to enhance management of the Mulligans 
Woodland Sanctuary and Jerrabomberra Wetlands nature 
reserves. Alison was awarded an OAM in the June 2018 
Queen’s Birthday Honours for services to the 
environment and conservation and services to the 
community. 
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Sentiment swamps science over culling of ferals in KNP 
I recently spent a week doing day walks in Kosciuszko National Park (KNP) 
and was dismayed to regularly see deer, horses and evidence of pig damage. 
The extent of horse dung in one valley was particularly disturbing and reduced 
the pleasures to be derived by walking near the headwaters of the Thredbo 
River. But my interests are nothing compared with the damage that grazing 
and trampling by these animals is causing to the fragile alpine ecosystems. 
It is therefore astounding that deer, pigs and horses are currently enjoying a 
reprieve from pest animal culling in all NSW Parks. 
The reasons given for the pause relate to concerns about human safety and 
inhumane practices associated with two feral animal management activities in 
KNP. This is in spite of the facts that the issues associated with human safety 
have been addressed by the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) and 
that the RSPCA has confirmed that both activities were conducted in a 
humane manner, consistent with established protocols.  
There is no question that human safety and the avoidance of inhumane culling 
practices should be accorded high priority and, indeed, NPWS has long-term 
experience in doing so. It is therefore concerning that the NSW Government’s 
decision to implement the culling pause appears to have been made not on 
the basis of scientific evidence but on emotive concerns from minority sections 
of the community. 
NPA ACT has written to the NSW Premier urging that feral animal culling 
practices be reinstated and that all decisions affecting KNP’s environment be 
made on the basis of scientific evidence. Readers can also express their 
concerns about this issue by leaving a message on the premier’s portal, 
www.nsw.gov.au/premier-of-nsw/contact-premier. 
NPA ACT has also recently written to the federal Environment Minister urging 
them to reject the Defence Housing Authority’s development proposal for 
North Lawson. This 
development would see the loss 
or degradation of 15.8 hectares 
of Natural Temperate Grassland 
(NTG), a critically endangered 
ecosystem under the EPBC Act, 
1.31 hectares of White Box – 
Yellow Box – Blakeley’s Red 
Gum Grassy Woodland, Derived 
Native Grassland (Box–Gum 

Woodland), which is also 
critically endangered, and a 
further 6.41 hectares of 
other native bush. 
The federal government 
has made strong 
statements about the 
need to protect the 
environment and this will be a key test of its 
resolve to carry through on these. 
Finally, NPA ACT has made a submission on a 
proposed trail development from Fall village to 
Mount Hotham in Victoria. In particular, NPA 
ACT noted that the public’s access to, and 
engagement with, national parks should be 
developed on the basis that it is safe for all 
users; that it takes into account existing users; 
and that it does not significantly affect the 
natural, cultural and Indigenous values for 
which the park was declared. Unfortunately, 
NPA ACT noted that these criteria were not 
adequately considered in the development 
proposal (see p. 12). 
Copies of correspondence relating to all the 
above items can be found under the 
submissions section of the NPA ACT’s website. 

Rod Griffiths 
Convener, Environment Subcommittee

From the Environment Subcommittee

Victoria (Tor) Wilson 
New committee member and NPA Secretary Victoria (Tor) 
Wilson has lived in Canberra all her life, with a few years 
away following the snow season around Austria and USA. She 
currently works and studies full-time. Working in data and 
statistics and doing a Master of Public Health, she relishes any 
time she gets to spend out in nature.  
Tor finished her Bachelor of Public Health majoring in 
environmental studies in 2018. During the first COVID-19 
lockdowns, she encountered Mulligans Flat right on 
Canberra’s doorstep and fell in love with hiking. She has since 
spent many weekends doing day hikes in Namadgi and some 
longer multiday hikes in Kosciuszko. She is looking forward to 

joining some of the NPA outings now that the semester is over 
and to meeting people at the NPA Christmas party.

Our 4 new commi-ee members (L to R): Tor, Jennifer, Hugh and Alison

Helen Oakey, formerly Executive Director, has left the 
Conservation Council ACT Region to pursue other 
environmental interests. Helen has taken up a new, 
Melbourne-based position with Market Forces, which 
believes that banks, superannuation funds and 
governments should use customers’ money to protect 
not damage the environment.  

Helen joined the Conservation Council in 2019 and 
oversaw the development of its 2020 ACT Election 

campaign. She instigated two community 
engagement campaigns, ‘Make the Switch’ and 
‘Make the Move’, and was a strong advocate for 
the ACT transitioning off the fossil gas network.  

Helen worked with stakeholder groups on issues 
including Red Hill Nature Reserve, increasing areas 
of biodiversity protection in the ACT, and the 
campaign to protect Lawson grasslands. 

ConsACT’s Helen Oakey takes on new role challenge

Lawson grasslands. Photo supplied

Helen Oakey

https://www.nsw.gov.au/premier-of-nsw/contact-premier
https://www.npaact.org.au/index.php/pages/our-submissions
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Women and social media drive NPA membership rise
An analysis of NPA ACT 
membership trends indicates that 
our recruitment strategy continues 
to yield results, writes Cynthia 
Burton  

My second annual report on 
membership trends indicates that 
there has been a steady rise in the 
number of new paid annual 
household and single memberships, 
including retirees, since a 
systematic member recruitment 
strategy began in October 2019.  

Overall, 231 new individual 
members in the households/single 
category joined NPA ACT in the past 
3 years. New members appear to 
account for nearly 52 per cent of 
the total paid membership. 

Nearly 77 per cent of new single and 
household memberships have been initiated 
by women. The over-55 group constitutes the 
largest proportion of paid memberships, 
followed by the 35–55 group.  

Attracting new members  
The three main areas of interest for newer 
members are nature and heritage walks, 
conservation issues/advocacy, and 
conservation work parties.  

The popularity of nature and heritage walks 
has risen considerably, most notably in 2021–
22. This reflects efforts put into increasing the 
number and variety of walks being offered by 
leaders, combined with social media 
promotion. A ‘short notice’ walks system, 
introduced in December 2020, has also 
revitalised what was a declining walks 
program. Additionally, there has been a 
modest but important rise in the number of 
active walks leaders. 

Participation in conservation work parties, which have also been 
promoted through social media, has grown over the past 3 years. This 
has been driven largely by public interest in supporting the recovery of 
Namadgi National Park following the 2020 bushfires. However, a high 
number of unavoidable work party cancellations since early 2021, due 
primarily to COVID-19 lockdowns and bad weather, has ‘dampened’ 
interest to some degree over the past year. 

Our environmental education and advocacy work is now the second 
most-cited area of interest among new members. Contributing factors 
appear to be our promotion of the values of national parks and nature 
reserves; online advocacy to protect the ACT’s Box – Gum Grassy 
Woodland, and of Kosciuszko National Park; and an interesting program 
of monthly speakers on environmental topics.  

Social media 

Social media has been our main source of recruitment over the past 
3 years. Work has been carried out to attract a follower base, which 
reflects NPA ACT’s organisational values, across Facebook, Instagram and 
Twitter. We now have nearly 5,300 Facebook followers. Followers have 
seen posts about activities and decided to join us to access these 
activities. Paid promotion of some activities has also led to an increase in 
followers and members.  

This work appears to have increased our visibility more broadly. The 
number of new members who heard about us through their friends or 
colleagues has grown stepwise over the past 3 years, and word-of-mouth 
now ranks near social media as the main referral source for new 
members.  

The website has played a modest role in directly encouraging some 
members to join, and an essential role in linking social media followers to 
information about activities. The potential for the website to grow as a 
recruitment tool is high, with plans underway to update and further link it 
with social media. 

Future needs 
Over the coming years, we will closely monitor the retention rates of 
newer members and continue to encourage their active participation in 
activities.  

Consultation with work party leaders has also indicated a need to further 
develop the future strategic directions of these conservation activities, to 
ensure their medium-to-longer term sustainability. The promotion of a 
new generation of leaders to run walks and work parties remains a high 
priority. 

Cynthia Burton is the former Member Liaison Officer

Nature walks such as this bird-spoHng walk on Urambi Hills are popular. Photo by Cynthia Burton

Women are drivers behind membership rise. Photo by Linda Groom
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Long-term funding vital to success of threatened species plan
The federal government’s new threatened species action plan is an 
improvement on its predecessor, says Rod Griffiths 

Australia’s relative isolation from the rest of the world has seen the 
evolution of many species that can be found nowhere else on Earth. 
However, our diverse biota has faced increasing pressures for survival 
since 1788, as a result of loss of habitat, the introduction of feral pests 
and diseases, and the effects of climate change. 

It has been determined that 30 species of mammals have become 
extinct since European colonisation.1 And that’s just mammalian 
extinctions, with the number of plant, reptile, amphibian and 
invertebrate extinctions being higher and much harder to quantify. 

In December 2021, the federal 
government stated that ‘Australia 
has more than 1,910 species 
listed as threatened under the 
Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999 (EPBC Act) across our 
marine, freshwater and terrestrial 
environments’. In response to 
this, the Commonwealth has 
recently issued its ‘2022–2032 
Threatened Species Action Plan: 
Towards Zero Extinctions’ (the 
Action Plan). 

The Action Plan replaces a 
previous one covering 2021–26, 
and was developed in recognition 
of the continuing increase in 
pressures affecting the survival of 
Australia’s biodiversity. Its four 
objectives are to reduce risk of 
extinction for all priority species; 
improve the condition of all 
priority places; prevent new 
extinctions; and protect and 
conserve at least 30 per cent of 
Australia’s land mass. 

The Action Plan focuses on 110 priority species and 20 priority places. 
The previous Action Plan identified 70 priority species. The inclusion of 
priority places, including the Australian Alps, of which the ACT holds the 
northern limits, is a new and welcome development, allowing actions to 
have broader benefits than solely a species-based approach.2 The no 
new extinctions objective will work to ensure that species not covered in 
a priority species and places listing will also receive conservation action. 
The minimum 30 per cent target needs to take account of 
comprehensive, adequate and representative (CAR) principles. Australia 
is made up of diverse and interconnected ecosystems. Without the 
adoption of CAR principles in the selection of land for conservation 
purposes we are increasing the potential for extinctions to continue. In 
addition, placing areas into conservation reserves will require the 
provision of sufficient maintenance funding to ensure the long-term 
viability of these areas. 
The Action Plan identifies eight action areas containing 27 targets, with 
62 specific actions earmarked for achievement by 2027. In the initial 
phase, to be completed by the end of 2022, the Threatened Species 
Commissioner will publish profiles on each priority species, with priority 
places published by mid-2023. A progress report will be published in 
2025 and an outcomes report against the 2022–27 targets in 2027. 

Overall, the Action Plan is an improvement on its predecessor, with the 
inclusion of priority places and an emphasis on the need for land 
reserved for conservation. Another welcome feature is that it recognises 
the importance of Indigenous knowledge and involvement in the 
protection of threatened species. 

The previous action plan stressed that long-
term efforts are required to reduce the number 
of currently listed threatened species and to 
prevent new declarations. This highlights the 
imperative to 
reform the EPBC 
Act to provide 
greater legislative 
protection. 

The success of 
the Action Plan 
will also depend 
on adequate and 
consistent 
resources being 
made available to 
it over the long 
term. Another key 
factor will be to 
ensure that all high-quality examples of 
ecosystems are preserved under CAR principles 
and are not lost or fragmented through land 
clearing. 

Rod Griffiths is convener of NPA ACT’s 
Environment Subcommittee 

References 

1 Ongoing unravelling of a continental fauna: decline 
and extinction of Australian mammals since European 
settlement. John C.Z. Woinarski, Andrew Burbidge 
and Peter L. Harrison, Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences in the United States of America 
2015. doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1417301112 

2 Commonwealth 2022–2032 Threatened Species 
Action Plan: Towards Zero Extinctions p. 6, 
www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/biodiversity/
threatened/action-plan

Sleepy Koala. Photo by David Clode on Unsplash

Canberra Spider Orchid.  
Photo by E. Cook, EPSDD fact sheet

Top: Scarlet Robin. Photo by Eleanor Cotterell  
Below: Eastern Bettong. Photo by Adam McGrath

https://www.environment.act.gov.au/nature-conservation/conservation-and-ecological-communities/threatened-species-factsheets/canberra-spider-orchid-arachnorchis-actensis
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/sleepy-koala
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1417301112
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/biodiversity/threatened/action-plan
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/biodiversity/threatened/action-plan
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NPAC conference finds common ground on park threats
The National Parks Australia Council – the 
peak body for national parks associations – 
met face-to face for the first time in 2 years in 
October. Jennifer Carter reports  

It has been 2 years since representatives of 
state and territory national parks organisations 
have met in person at a National Parks 
Australia Council (NPAC) conference.  

The first day of the conference, on 21 October, 
considered challenges faced by each 
jurisdiction. Issues discussed included 
mountain bike trail infrastructure development 
and Indigenous perspectives on park 
management in Victoria, and there was an 
update on the recent Queensland 
Government’s commitment to double the 
percentage of national parks in the state from 
7.9 per cent to 17 per cent with $262.5m 
funding for land purchase – prompted by the 
Olympics being held in Queensland in 2032 
and the likely interest of tourists in visiting 
national parks.  

Common pressures identified across national 
parks and reserves included climate change 

and its effect on biodiversity, and the push for tourist infrastructure from 
state and local governments. Discussions around funding for some of 
these proposals resulted in a joint submission from NPAC to the Australian 
Government Parliamentary Inquiry into Grants Administration, after the 
conference.  

A damp but enthusiastic day followed exploring two very different sites of 
interest – a remnant, critically endangered grassland site at Cairnlea in 
western Melbourne with the Grassy Plains Network, and Wombat State 
Forest at Werribee River, which is a long-fought-for proposed national 
park. 

NPAC’s annual general meeting followed on 23 October. Chair, Dr Bruce 
McGregor (VIC), welcomed our new president Rosemary Hollow, and 
NPAQ’s new CEO Chris Thomas. 

There were limited joint activities over the past 12 months because of 
COVID-19, but NPAC published a useful survey in February that provided 
important insights into community concern for protecting national parks. 
The council agreed on three strategic priorities for the following year: to 
prepare an urgent submission to the Inquiry into Commonwealth grants 
administration; to develop a position paper and guidance framework for 
appropriate mountain bike infrastructure and activities in national parks; 
and to monitor and respond as necessary to progress on Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act reform. 

Jennifer Carter is NPA ACT’s Public Officer and representative on NPAC.  
She attended the conference and AGM with president, Rosemary Hollow 

Draft NRM plan promotes rights of Ngunnawal people
Promoting the Ngunnawal language by renaming places, 
animals and plants in the ACT and incorporating the 
language into education are key objectives in a draft 20-
year plan for Canberra’s natural resources, released by 
the ACT Government in September for public comment. 

Key focal points for the draft plan, Caring for Dhawura 
Ngunnawal: a natural resource plan for the ACT 2022–
2042, are biodiversity conservation, ecosystem and 
habitation functions, sustainable agriculture, and 
Aboriginal cultural heritage and traditional knowledge. 

The plan is the latest iteration of two ACT NRM Plans 
developed over the past 20 years, the first launched in 
2004 and the most recent, Bush Capital Legacy—Plan 
for Managing the Natural Resources of the ACT, in 2009. 

The 16 broad targets set by the 2009 report have been 
reviewed. Of these, seven are considered to have made 
good progress, five have made some progress but still 
need work, and four need a lot more work.  

The plan notes that the ACT already has an impressive suite of 
strategies that are being delivered by many different groups and 
which, together, are realising many solid achievements, 
particularly in the conservation of the natural environment, and 
managing rural lands, water and sustainable living.  
However, there are areas requiring improvement, such as 
traditional land management partnerships with the Ngunnawal 
community, inconsistencies in government policies and cross-
directorate collaboration.  
The plan also reflects current and emerging challenges in areas 
like climate change, pest plants and animals, urban expansion, 
waterways, and bushfire hazards. 
The plan was prepared as part of an obligation for federal 
natural resource management funding. A report on community 
feedback will be released in January. The draft plan can be 
viewed at yoursayconversations.act.gov.au/NRM-plan. 
NPA’s submission on the plan is available on our website. 

Allan Sharp

https://yoursayconversations.act.gov.au/NRM-plan
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Snakes have a feared reputation. Gavin Smith reports on 
how he and his team are working to change perceptions 
of these much-maligned reptiles 

Have you ever heard the saying ‘the only good snake is 
a dead snake’? I suspect you have. It is one I 
encounter a lot, unfortunately, as someone who has 
dedicated the past 6 years to working with and for wild 
snakes in the Canberra and surrounding region as a 
licensed snake handler, and now as a snake ecologist 
and educator at the Australian National University 
(ANU).  
This kind of attitude derives from a historical framing of 
snakes in Anglo cultures as malign and sinful (think of 
biblical representations of the serpent, for instance), and 
it was transported into Australia and entrenched as part of 
this continent’s violent colonisation. 
The cryptic nature of many snake species, when juxtaposed 
with their seemingly ‘exotic’ biology and behaviour – and lethal 
capability in the case of those that are dangerously venomous – 
provide fertile conditions for myth and fear to dominate how these 
animals are constructed and perceived.  
It is such sentiments that are implicated in the continued 
persecution of snakes, whether that be at the hands of humans and 
their vehicles and pets, or from the various threats caused by 
urbanisation, introduced feral species and pathogens, widespread 
contamination of the food web, and increased climate change events. 

Snake translocation and its effects  
In recent times, and as an outcome of legislative protections, 
market forces, public education and attitudinal change, ‘problem’ 
snakes that appear either in busy public spaces or on private 
property are increasingly removed by a mix of government licensed 
volunteer and professional snake catchers. Many thousands of these 
animals, both venomous and non-venomous species, are likely 
relocated to new release environments each year across Australia, 
as part of a practice that ecologists call ‘translocation’.  
This activity has been on the steady rise due to extensive naturally 
occurring habitat being encroached on by urban development and 
growth – thus increasing incidences of human–snake and pet–snake 
conflict, but also due to the emergence of social media culture and 
expanding numbers of snake catchers advertising their services 
online.  
And yet, what is known from various studies of snake translocation, 
is that – depending on the species and organism in question and 
how in/sensitively it is done – it may not lead to good welfare 
outcomes for translocated snakes, including increasing the risk of 
mortality the further they are moved away from their home ranges. 
Notably, the distance that Australian snake handlers are permitted 
to translocate snakes differs significantly by jurisdiction. In NSW, for 
example, the prescribed distance is less than 20 km, whereas in SA 
it is less than 2 km and less than 5 km in the ACT. 
In Canberra, approximately several hundred snakes are translocated 
in an average year, but we have no data on what happens to 
individual snakes after release and neither do we know what kinds 
of ecological effects this wildlife management strategy is having on 
both the local population of snakes and the ecosystem.  

Canberra Snake Tracking Project 
As a result of these concerns, and from a desire to better 
understand the movement and spatial ecology of a sample of locally 
occurring, urban-adapted Eastern Brown Snakes (Pseudonaja 
textilis) – the snake that we are predominantly called out for – an 
interdisciplinary group of scholars, technicians and snake 
enthusiasts came together to form the Canberra Snake Tracking 
Project.  

Commencing in October 2020, this pioneering ANU 
research study was first funded by the Ginninderry 
Conservation Trust and subsequently received grants 
from the ACT Herpetological Association, the ACT 
Government and the Foundation for National Parks & 
Wildlife, as well as securing crowdfunding from 
members of the Canberra public. The project has 
several components. 
Tracking by radio telemetry 
The first of these, using radio telemetry, is to 
establish a baseline for how urban-adapted Brown 
Snakes make use of different types of habitat. This 
features a subset of male and female residents that 
are caught, fitted with radio transmitters, and then 
released within what we believe to be their home 
range, and a group of experimental snakes that are 
caught, then translocated contrasting distances (2, 
5, 10 km) from their place of capture. This enables 
the team to compare range size and utilisation 
across the sample and between the individual 
snakes, looking at how sex, character and condition 
of snake, as well as the experience of translocation, 
affects movement behaviours and energy use, as 
well as survivability rates.  
Crucially, this tracking component enables us to 
observe trends in movement behaviour (stable to 
erratic) and body condition over time and in relation 
to different environmental factors. The team also 
capture climatic and other forms of environmental 
data, as well as directly and regularly monitoring the 
tracked snakes in the field to collect data on their 
daily habits and social lives – that is, where they are 
and what they are doing, and how this correlates 
with environmental conditions. 
This aspect of the research has generated 
fascinating results to date, permitting us to calculate 
range sizes, as well as directly witness burrow and 
hibernacula choices, foraging and consumption 
(including other snakes!), ecdysis, combatting and 
mating. It also affords us insights on how much time 
they spend at particular locations, including in 
suburban backyards compared with surrounding 
nature reserves. One of the most startling findings 
thus far has been the cohabitation of a winter refuge 
by two of our translocated snakes (Burrai and 
Severus) that were previously unknown to one 
another.  

Learning to live with snakes

Coiled brown snake. All photos by Canberra Snake Tracking Project

https://www.facebook.com/CanberraSnakeProject
https://www.facebook.com/CanberraSnakeProject


NPA Bulletin – Vol. 59, No. 4 – December 2022 9

When Alec Baillie Costin died in August this year the tributes to his 
life and work were multitude, culminating in a celebration at the 
Australian Academy of Science of his manifold contributions to 
research on and the protection of Kosciuszko and Australia’s alpine 
country. 
Alec’s life in ecology and the environment began in 1942 when he 
joined the Soil Conservation Service of NSW. He made his mark 
early, publishing, in 1954, when still under 30 years old, his 
monumental study of the ecosystems of the Monaro Region1. 
He might have been drawing the road map for the bulk of his own 
further research career when he wrote in that work: 

In natural systems on which human influences have been 
superimposed, the ecologist should not ignore the practices of land 
use or their effects; to do so would be to fail in his full function as 
ecologist. In his treatment of the human factor in relation to a 
particular system he may observe cases of maladjusted land use, as 
indicated by a progressive loss of stability leading ultimately to the 
destruction of the system as a whole. 

Alec took up the task of ‘observing cases of maladjusted land use’ 
in the High Country, in a life-long study of how the human factor, 
most especially soil erosion, was affecting the spectacular and 
unique biota and landscape there. The rigorous and ingenious field 
experiment work that he directed provided a big slice of the body 
of evidence that led to the eventual banning of summer grazing of 
livestock in Kosciuszko by the end of the 1960s. Along the way, he 
and his team, though a suite of publications, uncovered much of 
the glory of the place to many of us, including the ‘bible’ on alpine 
vegetation Kosciusko Alpine Flora, which he co-authored with Max 
Gray, Colin Totterdell and Dane Wimbush, first published in 1979.  
His work made seminal contributions to High Country catchment 
hydrology, soil conservation, geology, and land use and 
management. His experimental work gathered first-hand 
information of the effects of livestock grazing on vegetation, runoff 
and erosion.  
Alpine bogs are vital components in the health of the living 
landscape and water catchments. His research on them exemplified 
the ‘ingenious field experiment work’ I mentioned earlier. Why wait 
for rain to study aspects of the hydrology of bogs? Around the end 
of 1960, the team borrowed a huge American LaFrance fire truck 
with formidable pumping capacity from the NSW Parks Service at 

Waste Point, using it to extract 
measured volumes of water from 
Prussian Creek, applying them to 
the head of a circumscribed bog a 
little up the way towards The 
Smiggin Holes. Outflows from the 
bog were metered regularly, day 
and night, for a set period 
thereafter to give a clear picture of 
the site’s water relations: input, 
output and losses to deep drainage 
and evaporation. I know about this, because I was 
there, lucky enough to bag a job as a vacation student 
working with Alec Costin and the other vital cog in his 
research engine at that time, Dane Wimbush. 
Alec’s contributions and published output were 
phenomenally extensive and, in later in his career, 
extended beyond the mountains to conservation and 
environment issues in general, and wider. The item ‘The 
life and work of Alec Costin’ at 
web.esrc.unimelb.edu.au/ABCN/S001.htm gives a 
complete picture. Be prepared to spend more than a 
little time there. 
In retirement, Alec was profoundly dismayed at the 
damage being wrought on our High Country by feral 
horses, given the research and community effort and 
his enormous personal contribution to the campaigns 
that led to the earlier removal of livestock and the 
subsequent improvement he observed in the health of 
the country. In the opening address he prepared for 
the 2018 Australian Academy of Science conference 
on the issue, he laments the passage of the Wild 
Horse Heritage Act 2018, favouring ‘a known agent of 
environmental damage to the mountain catchments … 
undoing 75 years of catchment-healing investments 
by multiple governments.’ 
We share his lament at this ongoing travesty. 

Ed Highley 
1 Costin, A. B. (1954) A Study of the Ecosystems of the 
Monaro Region of New South Wales, with Special Reference 
to Soil Erosion. NSW Government Printer, Sydney.

Collecting longer term data from microchipped snakes  
A second component of the study is to microchip, measure and 
collect genetic samples from each of the Brown Snakes we work 
with so that we can contribute knowledge to understandings of local 
population numbers, dynamics and health, as well as observe how 
often the same snake is recaptured over time and how far it has 
moved from its release location, while also determining growth 
levels as they relate to the sex of the snake and to environmental 
factors.  
Engaging the community 
A third component of the study is to foster community engagement 
with the project through our social media activity as well as via 
various community outreach, education events. We have a strong 
citizen science dimension, with many volunteers engaged in actively 
tracking our project snakes, often overcoming their fear of snakes – 
and in fact developing admiration for them – in the process of doing 
the research. The project team is currently analysing data with a 
view to publishing some of its findings in the coming months.  
Taken together, this research project aims to ‘re-story’ the serpent 
by highlighting the critical environmental contribution made by 
snakes, while also re-contextualising popular perceptions of their 
behaviour by revealing different aspects of their lives and ecology. 

The hope is that, over time, public education will 
reduce the levels of persecution and violence snakes 
routinely suffer and it will increase the number of 
people who are comfortable enough to co-exist with 
these, and other, reptiles, and who will work to co-
produce a better future for all of our under-pressure 
wildlife. 

Gavin Smith is an associate professor and generalist 
sociologist and snake ecologist at ANU. He prepared 
this article on behalf of the Canberra Snake Tracking 
Project (www.facebook.com/CanberraSnakeProject) 

and presented the project’s findings at NPA ACT’s 
general meeting in September 2022. 

Two male Eastern brown snakes commence combat to determine mating privileges

Dr. Alec CosUn

Alec Costin AM (1925–2022): High Country champion

https://www.science.org.au/learning/general-audience/history/interviews-australian-scientists/dr-alec-costin-alpine-ecologist
https://web.esrc.unimelb.edu.au/ABCN/S001.htm
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Aerial cull sees big drop in pest animal numbers
A program using thermal imaging to help aerially cull large 
feral animals in ACT parks is achieving impressive results, 
says Louisa Roberts 

Following a successful trial using thermally assisted aerial 
culling (TAAC) to remove Sambar 
Deer from Namadgi National Park 

in 20211, the technique was 
adopted across Namadgi and 
other ACT reserves this year. 

TAAC involves equipping a 
helicopter with a high 
specification, wide field of view, 
thermal imager controlled by a 
skilled operator. The thermal 
imager allows the team to identify 
and target animals even in thick 
canopy and not visible to the 
human eye.  The TAAC system 
has been developed in New 
Zealand and has been used to 
both cull and survey feral 
animals.   

The TAAC program was run in 
May and covered nearly 80,000 ha of national park across 
western and northern Namadgi, as well as sections of the 
Lower Cotter Catchment and Tidbinbilla. A further 11,000 
ha was covered in areas of the Murrumbidgee River 
Corridor, Molonglo River Reserve and Googong.  

The program ran for 3 weeks with 64 hours of flying time, 
and involved staff from across ACT Parks and 
Conservation Service, an incident management team, 
gate security, mapping support, reserve closures, 
communications and approvals.  

Namadgi park staff followed up aerial control with the 
long-running annual feral pig ground-baiting and trapping 
program. The ground-based program is itself undergoing a 
period of innovation as we trial a new poison ‘Hoggone’, 
which is sodium nitrite-based. Two years into this trial the 
team are seeing successes but will continue to monitor 
results. Fewer pigs were found and removed from across 

the landscape using this methodology, providing a great 
example of integrated pest management in action. 

The control program of the Upper Cotter Sambar Deer Project, 
between 2019–22, has also achieved impressive results. 

The objectives of the project are to protect the Ginini Flats 
Wetlands complex and determine an effective methodology to 
manage Sambar Deer in remote alpine terrain. 

In addition to substantial abundance and impact monitoring, 
three (TAAC) programs, we conducted two ground-shooting 
programs that removed 226 large vertebrate pests from the 
Upper Cotter Area of Namadgi. This included 114 Sambar 
deer, 111 feral pigs and a feral horse.  

Given the cryptic nature of Sambar Deer and challenges of the 
remote terrain, the results have proven TAAC to be a 
successful method in managing deer. The TAAC technique 
increased the control program’s ability to detect Sambar and 
reach remote mountainous terrain efficiently and effectively. 
There has been a substantial drop in numbers of pest animals 
seen and shot in the project area across the life of the project. 
This has contributed to the protection of our fragile subalpine 
ecosystem from the threat of vertebrate pests. 

Control of feral deer and pigs within the Upper Cotter 
Catchment and across Namadgi using the TAAC method will 
continue in the coming years as part of the annual vertebrate 
pest program. 

Louisa Roberts is Acting Area Manager, Namadgi National Park 

1 NPA Bulletin, Vol. 58, No. 3 (September 2021)

The program saw the removal of 202 feral pigs and 
deer across Namadgi and a further 301 feral deer, 

pigs, goats and foxes from the other reserves. A 
similar program is planned for May 2023.

Sambar Deer

Recovery of a deer wallow within the Upper Co-er project area.  
LeV before control.                Right aVer control.

https://www.npaact.org.au//res/File/Bulletins7/Vol58No3Sep2021.pdf
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Former ranger honoured
A former ACT Parks Ranger has been recognised for his dedication, expertise 
and foresight with a plaque on a seat in the River Red Gum exclosure 
between the Namadgi Visitor Centre and Tharwa (see NPA Bulletin, 
September 2022) 

Peter Ormay arranged to have a small block excised from the leased land 
and built a protective fence around the only mature River Red Gum in the 
ACT. Now a forest of red gums is burgeoning in and around the exclosure 
and along the Murrumbidgee River Corridor in the ACT.  
Peter was an expert on ACT eucalypts and contributed to the NPA’s Field 
Guide to the Native trees of the ACT and the Friends of Aranda Bushland’s 
(FoAB) Our Patch. Senior Ranger Nathan Kay arranged for a plaque to be 
engraved and for leading hand Aidan Chard to design and build a bench 
seat. 
Speakers addressed a group of 21 ex-colleagues, NPA and FoAB members 
and two of Peter’s children, Lowie and Danny, at the dedication on a wet 
and cold Saturday morning on 1 October. Nathan Kay spoke about Peter’s 
work as a ranger in the ACT and Professor Ian Falconer outlined Peter’s 
role in having a stand of Snow Gums protected in what became the Aranda 
Bushland Nature Reserve, enhancing the bushland, before working on Our 
Patch.  
The dedication was followed by morning tea with sandwiches compliments 
of Chris Emery, and Sonja Lenz’s special cake for the occasion. 
Talk has begun on extending the 
exclosure to preserve the grove 
of Spring Creek red gums. 

Kevin McCue

From the top: River Red Gum with seat 
Plaque text; Aidan Chard, seat maker, with 
Kevin and Sonja on the bench, and Chris 
InspecUng the new saplings; Peter’s family 
with Isobel; Esther and Sonja checking out 
the seat 
Ian addressing the group; Esther and John 
with NPA display at morning tea in the 
Namadgi Visitor Centre. 
All photos by Sabine Friedrich 

https://www.npaact.org.au/res/File/Bulletins2022/Vol59No3Sep2022.pdf
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A proposal by Parks Victoria to upgrade a 57-km walk through Victoria’s 
alpine region has personal as well as environmental concerns, writes 
Rosemary Hollow, who knows the area well  

Having lived in Falls Creek in the 1980s and walked and skied in the area for 
over 30 years, it was my familiarity with this alpine region that raised my 
concerns about Parks Victoria’s proposal to upgrade the walking track 
between the villages of Falls and Hotham. 
Not only does the 57 km route raise concern for the safety of inexperienced 
walkers, but also for a fragile environment as a result of the substantial 
infrastructure proposed. Consequently, in September, I made a submission 
on behalf of NPA ACT to Parks Victoria to raise my own concerns and those 
of NPA ACT. 
Until the development of this proposal, the walking tracks between the 
villages of Falls to Hotham were referred to as the Hotham to Falls walk. The 
definitive Bushwalks in the Victorian Alps, by Glenn van der Knijff, describes 
the Southern Plains Traverse from Mount Hotham to Langford Gap (Falls 
Creek) as a 2-day moderate walk. The Australian Alps Walking Track 
(AAWT) traverses the route from Mount Hotham to near Falls Creek via 
Swindlers Spur, Dibbins Hut and past Mount Jim to Cope Saddle.  

He skied the crossing in an hour, faster than the 2–3 hours by bus. His 
efforts led to the Hotham to Falls Creek cross-country ski race, held annually 
in late September. The race would start at Loch Spur, go down Swindlers 
Spur, up past Mount Jim and Pretty Valley Pondage and, appropriately, finish 
outside The Man bar in Falls Creek. I did the race for 3 years in a row, my 
quickest time was three and a half hours. Due to changing snow conditions 
and risk management issues the race is no longer held.  
My most recent walk from Hotham to Falls Creek was in December 2017, as 
part of the AAWT. Facilities now include tent platforms and toilets at Dibbins 
Hut and Mount Cope.  
Safety issues 
From a bushwalking and skiing perspective, there were reasons the majority 
of people walked from Hotham to Falls Creek, and not in the reverse 
direction. It meant you had the 630 m descent to Dibbins Hut and the 
Cobunga River on the first day. The climb up to the base of Mount Jim was 
less arduous, at 445 m. The remainder of the trip across the Bogong High 
Plains was undulating, the only risk being exposure. I have been there in 
summer and winter in white-out conditions. The pole line for the AAWT 
provides a safety handrail if visibility disappears. However, the proposed 
route does not follow the AAWT, but veers away from it when the area is 
most exposed, between Tawonga Huts and Westons Hut.  
The proposed route will result in walkers spending up to 3 days in remote 
alpine areas with limited access to abandon the walk if they decide it is too 
difficult or the weather too cold or wet. I asked in the submission if walkers 

will be given information that they cannot easily 
access an exit route after they leave Tawonga 
Huts. The area from Tawonga Huts to the 
bottom of Diamantina Spur can be very 
exposed, even in summer, and there is then a 
steep climb until they reach the Knobs area.  
There are already significant accommodation 
hubs in the Victorian alpine regions which could 
provide safe overnight walking experiences 
without adding infrastructure that will result in 
significant environmental harm. 
It is difficult to understand that a proposal that 
includes four new overnight accommodation 
hubs, 31 rentable tent platforms, four large 
communal shelters, a stand-alone 50-person hut 
for group gathering and cooking, and other 
infrastructure will have minimal environmental 
impact on this fragile alpine environment . 
The preliminary assessment indicates that the 
infrastructure will result in the damage and 
potential removal of 45 ha of native vegetation 
and habitat within the national park, this 
including more than 30 ha for the four 
accommodation nodes alone.  
 Within the proposed widened route of the track 
there are three threatened species of plants. 
Within the camping and hut nodes, there are 57 
threatened plant and animal species. There are 
also stands of increasingly rare and long-unburnt 
Snow Gums. 
The environmental impact will be far beyond 
minimal with these constructions. A copy of my 
submission is on the NPA website.  

Rosemary Hollow is NPA ACT president

My first experience of this crossing was in the 1980s. In the mid 
1980s, Audun Eudestad, a Norwegian–American cross-country 
skier trained at Falls Creek, said he thought he could ski from 

Hotham to Falls Creek faster than the bus between the two resorts.

Walk upgrade proposal threatens Victoria’s alpine region

DiamanUna Spur. Photos by Rosemary Hollow

Rosemary and Mark Hollow at Cope Hut
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NPA people

NPA’s new Art Week organiser Eleanor Cotterell 
talks to Allan Sharp about her love of the natural 
environment and the frustrations of bird 
photography 

Frequent visitors to NPA ACT’s social media 
pages will be familiar with the regular, striking 
photo contributions of Eleanor Cotterell. 

‘I love capturing the natural environment whether it 
be amazing sunsets, brooding stormy skies, rock 
formations, icicles, patterns in nature – nature’s 
artwork, I call them – and wildlife, especially birds,’ 
Eleanor said. 

Eleanor is a midwife at Canberra Hospital but 
planning to retire in about 3 years. Photography, 
plus being involved in the work of NPA, is part of 
her retirement plan. 

Recently she has stepped into the shoes of Adrienne 
Nicholson, who organised the annual Art Week at 
Gudgenby Cottage for many years — a role that 
allows Eleanor to combine her passion for 
photography and her interest in painting, drawing, 
and printmaking, particularly eco-printing, 
monoprints and linocut.  

Eleanor joined NPA because she was interested in 
the range of activities on offer and keen to 
volunteer in workgroups and other activities when 
time and her hospital roster allows.  

‘I enjoy the walks when I can get to them. It also 
helps that the NPA has a great group of people,’ she 
said. ‘I’ve always been interested in the natural 
environment, and conservation was a natural 
progression from that interest.’ 

Along with her landscape and sunset photographs, 
Eleanor’s bird photography has been attracting 
notice.  

‘I’ve always been interested in birds but until recently was very 
frustrated in trying to photograph them,’ she said. ‘ 
‘In some recent time off work, I pretty much did nothing but go out 
and photograph birds. This gave me the chance to experiment with 
settings, which led to a greater understanding.  
‘In my bird photography outings, I have also come across some 
wonderful fellow bird photographers who generously share their 
knowledge, and I have learnt a lot from them. They have taught me 
the value of patience and persistence. 

‘Trying to capture birds in flight is a huge challenge, particularly in poor 
light. Also, small birds are a challenge as they usually move very quickly.’  

‘I use a Nikon D500 with a 200–
500 mm lens. It’s heavy, but I’m 
getting some great arm muscles!’ 
As the incoming organiser of Art 
Week, Eleanor wants to encourage 
ideas for new activities, and 
welcomes suggestions.  
‘The annual NPA Art Week is a 
wonderful opportunity to spend 
time away from day-to-day 
distractions and focus on various 
artistic endeavours inspired by the 
Gudgenby Valley,’ she said.  
‘As a participant in Art Week, I’ve 
found it fantastic to be able to 
settle in for a time. In terms of 
photography, being in the 
Gudgenby Valley over several days 
means that there is a range of different light and weather which 
allows for a wide variety of shots.  
‘It is also wonderful to spend time getting to know other members 
over some wine, cheese and bikkies, and dinner,’ she said.

Top: Yellow Robin. All photos by Eleanor Co-erell 
Below: Sunrise Mugga Lane

Ice forms

Eleanor Cotterell – the face behind the lens

Eleanor at Callum Brae
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NPA Science

All in the genes – New Holland Mouse comeback
Research shows that the once locally extinct New Holland Mouse 
may be able to adapt to a changing environment  

Though it once occurred across Queensland, New South Wales, 
Victoria and Tasmania, nowadays the New Holland Mouse 
(Pseudomys novaehollandiae) can be found only in isolated and 
shrinking populations. Most of this decline can be attributed to 
habitat loss, predation by cats and foxes, and fire and climate 
change. 

Subfossils found in caves around Canberra indicate that the mouse 
has been locally extinct in the ACT from about 130 years ago. Since 
2013, there have been concerted efforts to reintroduce the mouse 
into Mulligans Flat Wildlife Sanctuary. 

For my Honours year, I undertook a conservation genetics project 
looking at the New Holland Mouse.  

A captive breeding colony began in 2016 at the Australian National 
University to boost numbers for release into the 
sanctuary. From a founding population of 23, the 
colony grew. However, in 2020, because of restrictions 
imposed by the COVID-19 lockdowns, staff did not 
have the same capacity to care for the larger colony, 
resulting in a large-scale emergency release of most of 
it. This left only 10 breeding pairs in captivity. Since 
then, the colony has been slowly growing again, with 
smaller releases in 2021. 

My project is investigating changes in the genetic 
diversity of the captive colony from 2016 to 2021 and 
how the COVID-19 lockdowns have affected this 
diversity.  

Genetic diversity is an essential component of 
reintroductions, as a genetically diverse population is 
more likely to be capable of overcoming, and adapting 
to changes in the environment. This is increasingly 
important as landscapes continue to be faced with the 
challenges associated with climate change. 

To test genetic diversity, I extracted DNA from biopsies 
of 188 New Holland mice born at different times since 
the colony began, then sequenced this DNA to access 
the genetic data. 

My results did not show any large reduction in genetic 
diversity between 2016 and 2021. Even though it could 
be expected that the colony would become increasingly 
related due to its small starting size, there was no 
notable increase in inbreeding between close relatives 
over the period.  

These findings indicate that, although the colony is 
small, its genetic diversity should enable the population 
reintroduced into Mulligans Flat to adapt to the 
environment and continue to breed after release. In 
addition, the captive colony can continue without major 
revisions to animal care, as genetic diversity is being 
maintained.  

I would not have been able to conduct this research 
without the NPA scholarship. Before undertaking this 
project, I had little experience in conservation genetics, 
so it was a steep learning curve this year to understand 
the background necessary for my project.  

The scholarship enabled me to spend the time that I 
did in the lab for those months at the start of the year 
and to gain field experience visiting other sites in NSW 
where the New Holland Mouse has historically been 
found.  

After submitting my thesis, I will aim to publish this 
research, and have gained enough experience to go on 
to work in the field of conservation genetics. 

Maisie Walker Stelling was the 2022 recipient  
of the NPA scholarship

Holland Mouse Photo by Kiarrah Smith

(L to r): Jenny Newport, Maisie and Kiarrah Smith seHng up  
small mammal traps. Photo by Cassandra Holt

The NPA ACT Scholarship in Biodiversity Management is awarded to outstanding students intending to undertake research 
in areas pertaining to the conservation of flora and fauna in national parks and nature reserves in the ACT and surrounding 
areas. 

The two latest recipients, Maisie Walker Stelling and Sophia Cain, both from the ANU Fenner School of Environment and 
Society, presented the findings of their research at the NPA’s general meeting in October.

Of mice and herbivores – scholarship winners present research
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Faced with a changing climate, managers of fire-prone parks 
and properties will have to adapt their approaches to fire and 
fire risk 

As we think about the future, it is important to consider 
alternative strategies land managers might use to manage 
fuel loads in forests. One suggestion is to utilise herbivores to 
reduce fuel loads. My Honours project researched how animals 
might interact with vegetation traits to influence forest 
flammability.  

Herbivores, such as kangaroos and wallabies, can alter 
biomass in the understorey by consuming and trampling 
plants. This reduces the amount of vegetation and creates 
gaps in the understorey to reduce forest flammability. But 
what might be other lesser-known effects of herbivores on the 
understorey? 

Variable plant traits include, for example, nitrogen content and 
the height to which they grow. Herbivores select for specific 
traits, such as leaves high in moisture, because such plants 
are more palatable. These traits have been shown to affect 
flammability: for example, if herbivores remove moist 

biomass, they might 
be making the 
remaining vegetation 
more flammable.  

I spent 2 weeks on 
fieldwork in 
Booderee National 
Park, Jervis Bay, 
where there are 
long-term herbivore-
exclusion 
experimental sites, 
after which I 
returned to ANU to 
complete my lab 
work. Some of the most 
interesting species to 
study were False Sarsaparilla (Hardenbergia violacea) and 
Golden Wattle (Acacia longifolia). Both have high nitrogen 
content and are favourites of wallabies. Our key finding 
was that the wallabies had contrasting effects on 
flammability of the understorey: some made it more 
flammable, and some less.  

We cannot determine the overall effect on flammability 
until we have the modelling capacity, but the study has 
demonstrated another mechanism through which native 
herbivores can alter vegetation. The research brings us 
closer to understanding the challenges managers of fire-
prone ecosystems face and how they might adapt their 
fire strategies in the face of climate change. 

I thank the Wreck Bay community of Jervis Bay and Parks 
Australia for their support and, of course, NPA ACT for 
supporting my individual scholarship, which allowed me to 
dedicate time to the project and spend time in the field. It 
 also enabled me to purchase key field supplies  

With this support, I obtained first class honours and have 
finished writing up my research with the intention of 
publishing it in a science journal. I remain passionate 
about bushfire ecology and continue to work as a research 
assistant in this field.  

Sophia Cain was the 2021 recipient of the NPA scholarship

Sophia in Booderee National Park.  
All photos by Sophia Cain

CollecUng leaf samples from understorey in Booderee NaUonal Park

Fencing to keep macropods out of study sites in Booderee NaUonal Park
Leaves about to be dried in the oven so moisture content can be calculated

Herbivore tastes may affect fire risk
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Brett fights a new, personal battle

Jess Enge, new manager of Namadgi Visitor Centre (NVC), 
has barely had time to get her feet under the desk as she 
looks forward to some big new projects. The Bulletin talked 
to Jess about her new job 

How long have you worked at NVC? 
I started as a District Support Officer in April 2012. 
What is coming up for NVC? 
A big project coming up over the next 18 months is upgrades 
to the interpretive content in the NVC. It’s been a very long 
time since it was updated, and we want to make sure that 
we tell the Namadgi story well. I will also be involved in a 
project to improve accessibility along the Woodland Walk. 
The walk is a great introduction to Namadgi, and we want to 
provide better access for visitors with mobility issues.  
With the help of the ParkCare team and ParkCare volunteers 
we have started running school holiday programs to try to 
encourage more children to discover and learn about 
Namadgi. We had great feedback on a couple of activities we 
ran last school holidays, and we hope to build on that.  
The Australian Alps Walking Track Ranger Relay event started 
in Walhalla at the end of October and will finish at NVC on 
World Mountain Day, 11 December. Teams of eight rangers/
protected-area workers will take on one of the 17 legs of the 
650 km Australian Alps Walking Track to raise money for the 
Thin Green Line Foundation. The foundation raises funds to 
support protected-area workers around the world. Money 
raised from this event will help protected-area workers who 
have been affected by COVID-19.  
We will also have new exhibitions in our conference room, with 
work by local artists relating to the Australian Alps region. 
What have been some of the highlights of your time at 
Namadgi National Park? 
Getting to see NNP from a helicopter several times has been 
a highlight and a privilege. Seeing the park from above really 
helped my understanding of the topography and the 
landscape. Other highlights have been helping rehabilitate 
the bogs after 2020 fires, checking out the stars at night 
when doing invasive animal counts and camping out with the 
Namadgi team. 

How were you affected 
by the 2020 fires? 
I was trained by NSW Rural 
Fire Service as an Aviation 
Radio Operator in June 
2019. Not long after, I was 
put into the thick of it, 
spending most of January 
2020 in at ESA 
headquarters as part of the 
incident management team (IMT) for the 2020 fires. We 
monitored and tracked aircraft and became the conduit between 
IMT and the aircraft. It was a very intense time and I had to 
learn fast, but I do think my knowledge of NNP was very 
valuable to the aviation team.  

Watching Namadgi National Park burn from the infra-red 
screen of the helicopter was very distressing. Seeing this but 
also knowing my friends and colleagues were out on the 
ground fighting the fire, was quite emotional. 

What do you enjoy most about your job? 
I really enjoy helping people discover the park. I get a lot of 
satisfaction when someone who is new to Namadgi comes into 
the NVC for advice on walks etc. and then returns later to thank 
you for your help and tell you what a great time they had. 
Seeing children’s reactions to their first bushwalking or camping 
experience is fantastic. My hope is that through our work we can 
help provide positive experiences in nature, which will then 
encourage people to want to protect it for the future and educate 
and share these experiences with their friends and family.  
My many years of working on the front counter of NVC, and 
knowledge of Namadgi’s operational programs, mean I have a 
good understanding of what park visitors are looking for and 
how we can improve our services. I also feel very lucky to work 
with a great team of people who are passionate about their jobs 
and protecting the amazing place we get to work in. 
Working here has furthered my interest and knowledge in 
conservation and the environment as you realise how special 
and rare a place Namadgi is. The Australian Alps region in 
general is like nothing else in the world and needs to be 
protected.

Brett McNamara is used to fighting battles in the cause of 
conservation. As a 30-year rural fire service veteran, he also 
fought on the frontline during the 2003 and 2020 Black Summer 
bushfires that damaged much of Namadgi National Park. 
Since August, Brett has been fighting a personal battle as he 
recovers from surgery for prostate cancer. 
Brett is on long-service leave from his role as manager of 
Namadgi National Park. However, his diagnosis has helped ACT 
volunteer firefighters win a long-standing battle of their own.  
When Brett applied for compensation to cover medical expenses 
under a scheme for firefighters, he discovered there was a legal 
loophole in federal legislation that did not extend presumptive 
liability to ACT rural fire service volunteers. This meant that 
Brett and other ACT volunteer firefighters diagnosed with 1 of 12 
types of cancer after serving for certain periods could not legally 
presume that their exposure to flames and toxic smoke 
contributed to their condition for the purposes of securing 
workers compensation. 
Brett sought help from ACT labor senator Katy Gallagher and 
independent senator David Pocock among others. On 27 October 

the federal government’s 
industrial relations bill 
introduced to Parliament 
included a clause to 
extend the presumptive 
liability provision to 
volunteer firefighters in 
the ACT – providing 
them with the same 
protection as available to 
volunteer firefighters in 
other states.  
In his speech to federal parliament, Industrial Relations 
Minister, Tony Burke, acknowledged Mr McNamara, ACT 
federal representatives and the firefighter groups who had 
been lobbying for years for the change. Mr Burke's bill, 
which will need to pass both houses of parliament before 
becoming law, also adds malignant mesothelioma to the list. 
Brett’s many NPA ACT friends send him their best wishes for 
his recovery.

National Park people

Jess Enge

Bre- McNamara

Jess moves from front desk to manager role



Bushwalk grading guide 
     Distance grading (per day)   Terrain grading 
     1  up to 10 km        A  Road, fire trail or track    E  Rock scrambling 
     2  10 km to 15 km       B  Open forest        F  Exploratory 
     3  15 km to 20 km       C  Light scrub 
     4  above 20 km       D  Patches of thick scrub, regrowth 
Day walks   Carry lunch and snacks, drinks, protective clothing, a first aid kit and any required medication. 
Pack walks   Two or more days. Carry all food and camping requirements. CONTACT LEADER EARLY. 
Car camps   Facilities often limited. Vehicles taken to site can be used for camping. CONTACT LEADER EARLY. 
Work parties  Carry items as for day walks plus work gloves and any tools required. Work party details and location sometimes change, 

check NPA website, www.npaact.org.au, for any last minute changes. 
Other activities include ski trips, canoe trips, nature rambles and environment or field guide studies. 
Short notice walks To volunteer to lead a short notice walk, or to have your name added to the short notice walks alert 

list, email outings@npaact.org.au 
Wednesday walks (WW) Walks arranged on a joint NPA, BBC (Brindabella Bushwalking Club) and CBC (Canberra Bushwalking Club) 

basis for club walkers. Notification and details are only emailed to members registered for WW. Only NPA-hosted WW are 
shown in this program. For WW email registration, contact the Outings Convener, outings@npaact.org.au. 

Transport   The NPA suggests a passenger contribution to transport costs of 45 cents per kilometre for the distance driven divided 
by the number of occupants of the car including the driver, rounded to the nearest dollar. The amount may be varied 
at the discretion of the leader. Drive and walk distances shown in the program are approximate for return journeys. 

NPA ACT members undertaking walks or other activities in this program are advised they should have PRIVATE HEALTH 
INSURANCE or, at least, AMBULANCE COVER in case of an accident requiring evacuation by ambulance or helicopter. 

Points to note: 
Please help keep our outings program alive by volunteering to lead outings. New leaders are welcome. The Outings Convener is happy to 
suggest locations suitable for a walk if you do not have something in mind. Feel free to send in suggestions for outings with a suggested 
date to the Outings Convener by email to outings@npaact.org.au. 
All persons joining an outing of the National Parks Association of the ACT do so as volunteers in all respects and as such accept 
responsibility for any injury howsoever incurred and the National Parks Association of the ACT, its office bearers and appointed leaders, 
are absolved from any liability in respect of injury or damage suffered whilst engaged in any such outing. 
In voluntarily participating in these activities conducted by the NPA ACT, participants should be aware that they could be exposed to risks 
that could lead to injury, illness or death or to loss of or damage to property. These risks could include but are not limited to: slippery 
and/or uneven surfaces, rocks being dislodged, falling at edges of cliffs or drops or elsewhere, risks associated with crossing creeks, 
hypothermia, heat exhaustion and the risks associated with any of the Special Hazards listed on the Attendance Record and Risk Waiver 
Form provided by the leader at the activity. 
To minimise these risks participants should endeavour to ensure that the activity is within their capabilities and that they are carrying 
food, water, equipment, clothing and footwear appropriate to the activity. Participants should advise the leader if they are taking any 
medication or have any physical or other limitation that might affect their participation in the activity. Participants should make every 
effort to remain with the rest of the party during the activity and accept the instructions of the leader. By signing the Attendance Record 
and Risk Waiver Form participants agree that they understand these requirements and have considered the risks before choosing to sign 
the form and waiver any claim for damages arising from the activity that they might have against the association, the leader or any other 
participants in tort or contract. 
Children under 18 years of age are welcome to come on NPA ACT activities provided they are accompanied by a parent, guardian or close 
relative who will be required to sign a specific Risk Waiver for a Child form. 

Check-in/Emergency contact: 
Leaders can borrow the NPA’s Personal Locator Beacon (PLB) from Brian Slee, 6281 0719, brianslee@iprimus.com.au. 
In the event that an outing party returns late, the first point of contact for concerned family members is NPA’s Check-in/Emergency 
Contact Officer, not the police or National Parks service. 
To check the status of an overdue walk, contact Mike Bremers, 0428 923 408, outings@npaact.org.au or Brian Slee (contact as above).  
Leaders should check in by contacting the Check-in Officer (text or email will suffice) at completion of outing. Leaders should also email 
their signed ATTENDANCE RECORD AND RISK WAIVER FORM to Brian as above. 

COVID-19 arrangements: 
(See also on our website https://www.npaact.org.au/index.php/bushwalking/npa-act-covid19-safe-outings-procedures.) 
The following information sets out the current arrangements for outings in the NPA ACT walks program under restrictions on 
community activities introduced by the ACT Government aimed at reducing the risk of transmission of the COVID-19 virus. Walk 
descriptions will not always contain a meeting place or time, with this information being made available by contacting the leader. 
Walkers wishing to participate in a walk need to read these arrangements and the risk waiver on the Attendance and Risk 
Waiver form available at https://www.npaact.org.au/res/File/2017/Attendance%20Form(2017).pdf, then contact the leader to 
register, providing their name and a contact phone number. 
Walkers are advised that they should not register with the leader (or attend the walk) if they have or have had flu-like symptoms 
such as a fever with a cough, sore throat or shortness of breath in the previous 2 weeks. For further information see the ACT 
Government COVID-19 website (https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/). Walkers are reminded that social distancing requirements will 
be in force on the walk and they are expected to practise good hygiene. 
Participation in the walk will be considered acceptance of these arrangements and the risk waiver.
NPA Bulletin – Vol. 59, No. 4 – December 2022 17

NPA outings program 
     December 2022 – April 2023

mailto:outings@npaact.org.au
mailto:outings@npaact.org.au
mailto:outings@npaact.org.au
mailto:outings@npaact.org.au
mailto:outings@npaact.org.au?subject=Check%20on%20overdue%20walk
https://www.npaact.org.au/index.php/bushwalking/npa-act-covid19-safe-outings-procedures
https://www.npaact.org.au/res/File/2017/Attendance%20Form(2017).pdf
https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/
https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/
https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/
https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/
https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/


18

NPA outings program December 2022 – April 2023 (page 2 of 4) 

3 December  
Saturday nature walk 

Learning to love our local snakes 
Gavin Smith, an ACT snake expert, will take us on a guided walk in the 
Jerrabomberra Wetlands to discover the fascinating secret lives of our local snakes. 
We will even get to safely view a snake or two! An easy walk of around 2 hrs, with 
stops along the way, 9:30 am start. Places will be limited, so bookings are essential.

Grading: 1A 
Leader: ANU Associate 
Professor Gavin Smith 
Bookings: Contact Cynthia 
at: npa60thinfo@gmail.com

4 December 
Sunday morning walk

Pre-Xmas Party Sunday walk 
For those who like some exercise before their Xmas party lunch (see below), there 
will be an approx. 5 km walk on trails and boardwalks from the Wildbark Centre. 
There should be enough time to check the nearby wetlands, the Inglewood ruins 
and possibly Sammy’s Hill, returning in time for the Xmas party. 
Meet at the Wildbark Centre at 9.30 am. Contact the leader, preferably by email, 
to register for the walk, Saturday 3 December.

Map: Hall 1:25,000  
Grading: 1A 
Leader: Rod Griffiths 
Contact: 0410 875 731 or 
rod.blackdog@gmail.com 

4 December 
Sunday Christmas 
party

NPA Christmas party at Wildbark 
Bring friends, family and food and drinks to share, from 11.30am until 3.30pm, at 
Wildbark, 25 Rosenberg Street, Throsby. (see p. 37)

Leader: Rosemary Hollow 
Contact: 
rosiehollow@gmail.com

10 December 
Saturday walk

Booths Hill 
From Brandy Flat south car park, walk off-track across Dry Creek and follow ridge 
onto Booth Range. Climb Booths Hill. Head west then south-west steeply down to 
Brandy Flat trail where it crosses Dry Creek, about a km from cars. Patches of 
thick scrub, burnt forest and scree. Crossing Dry Creek (twice) may result in wet 
feet. Climb 850 m, distance 12 km. Walk about 7 hours. For experienced off-track 
walkers. Contact leader, preferably by email, by 8 December. Limit of 12.

Map: Michelago 1:25,000 
Grading: 2A/D/E 
Drive: 100 km, $45 per car 
Leader: Philip Gatenby 
Contact: 0401 415 446 or 
philip.gatenby@gmail.com

10 December 
Saturday work party 
and Christmas party

Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group 
Meet 9 am, Namadgi Visitor Centre. Control (cutting and dabbing) of woody weeds 
near Gudgenby Cottage, followed by Christmas party. Car-pooling available for 
journey there; tools provided. Contact leader for registration arrangements.

Leader: Doug Brown 
Contact: 6247 0239 or 
kambalda@tpg.com.au

18 December 
Sunday walk

Spencers Creek Bridge 
An 11.5 km walk with a total climb of 350 m on the new walkway from Charlotte 
Pass to Guthega but we will only walk the first half to Spencers Creek Bridge and 
return to Charlotte Pass. Expect spectacular views and plenty of wildflowers. 
Afternoon tea at either Charlotte Pass Village or Jindabyne.  
Contact leader by 5 pm, 17 December for weather check.

Map: Perisher 1:25,000 
Grading: 2A 
400 km, $180 per car + Park 
entry fee. 
Leader: Mike Bremers 
Contact: 0428 923 408 or 
mcbremers@gmail.com

Late December  
to January

Short Notice Walks 
We hope to offer some short notice walks in this period. Send an email to 
outings@npaact.org.au to join the short notice/weekly outings email list.

3–5 January 
Pack walk

Naas River camping.  
We shall walk from the locked gate at the northern end of the Naas Valley fire trail 
into ’The Carpark’, 4.1 km each way, with three river crossings, knee-deep. A 
relaxing couple of days in the woodland of the lower valley, with excellent birding 
and interesting plants, and a high likelihood of meeting Rosenberg’s Goannas. 
Moon will be down, so good spotlighting and stargazing too. This trip is weather 
dependent, because of road condition and river depth at crossings.  
Book with leaders by Wed 28 December. Limit of 12. 

Map: Michelago 1:25,000 
Grading: 1A 
Leaders: John Brickhill and 
Isobel Crawford 
Contact: orru@iinet.net.au

7 January 
Saturday walk

Corang  
From Wog Wog entrance to Morton NP we follow track to Corang Peak for great 
views, and then scramble down Conglomerate Slope to Canowie Brook and 
continue to Many Rock Ribs on Corang River. Return to Wog Wog downstream 
from here. The walk, which will take about 8 hours, is mostly on track or footpad, 
some of which may be overgrown. Distance 25 km and total climb about 650 m. 
Early start essential. Limit of 8.  
Contact leader, preferably by email, by Thursday 5 January.

Map: Corang 1:25,000 
Grading: 4A/D/E 
Drive: 220 km, $100 per car 
Leader: Philip Gatenby 
Contact: 0401 415 446 or 
philip.gatenby@gmail.com

8 January 
Sunday walk

North Canberra parks and wetlands 
Meet 9 am @ Edgars Inn, Ainslie shops for coffee. Head east then north to Dickson 
wetlands (Hawdon Street) then past Dickson pool to Lyneham wetlands. Continue 
to David Street pond, O’Connor, before crossing Haig Park to Braddon for lunch at 
Eighty/Twenty. Return to start through Ainslie. 10 km, mostly level. Book with 
leader by Saturday; walk will proceed only if forecast max is below 29°C.

Map: UBD Canberra, maps 45, 
50 
Grading: 1A 
Leader: Brian Slee 
Contact: 6281 0719 or 
brianslee@iprimus.com.au 

10–14 January 
Pack walk

Kosciuszko National Park 
Guthega Power Station – Schlink Pass – Kerries – Mawsons Hut – Jagungal – 
Valentines Ck – Tin Hut – Gungartin – Schlink Pass – Guthega. Partly off-track. 
Contact leader for further details.

Maps: Gheehi Dam & 
Jagungal 1: 25,000  
Drive 400 km return, $180 per 
car 
Leader: Dave Kelly  
Contact: 0437 538 968 or 
janddkelly@gmail.com
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15 January 
Sunday morning 
butterfly walk

Morning butterfly spotting 
ACT butterfly expert, Suzi Bond, will take us on a short and easy walk to a local site to 
see and learn about our region’s beautiful butterflies. Details to be advised. Numbers 
will be limited, and bookings are essential.

Grading: 1A 
Leader: Suzi Bond 
Bookings: Contact Cynthia 
at: npa60thinfo@gmail.com

22 January 
Sunday morning 
walk 

Molonglo Gorge 
Meet 8:30 am at the end of Molonglo Gorge Road in the Molonglo Gorge Recreation 
Reserve car park. The path meanders among trees which will provide protective shade. 
The walk runs along the northern side of the gorge giving views up and down the 
Molonglo River. The path leads to a grassy area where we will have morning tea before 
our return journey. Track winds up and down the hillside and across creeks and gullies 
(mostly on stepping stones). The path is rarely more than a metre in width, often with 
an almost sheer drop down to the river below. Distance 7 km; ascent 100 m.

Map: Bungendore 1:25,000 
Grading: 1A 
Leader: Phillip Starr 
Contact: 0419 281 096 or 
phillipstarr1945@gmail.com

25 January 
Wednesday walks

Joint NPA / BBC / activity 
Details are emailed to those on the Wednesday Walks email list. Otherwise contact 
leader.

Medium/hard 
Leader: Philip Gatenby 
Contact: 0401 415 446 or 
philip.gatenby@gmail.com 
Easy/medium 
Leader: Steven Forst 
Contact: 0428 195 236 or 
steven.forst@iinet.net.au

29 January 
Sunday walk

The Border and Settlers Trail 
Meet at Kambah Village Shops car park at 8:30 am. A walk following the southern ACT 
border from Boboyan Road to the Scabby Range Nature Reserve and returning mostly 
on the Settlers Trail beside Grassy Creek. Partly on track, with a few off-track sections to 
link. 

Maps: Yaouk & Shannons 
Flat 1:25,000 
Grading: 2A/B 
Drive: 170 km, $72 per car 
Leader: Steven Forst 
Contact: 0428 195 236 or 
steven.forst@iinet.net.au

5 February 
Sunday morning 
walk

ACT – East 
The first of four walks to each of the cardinal points on the ACT’s border. ACT- East 
starts at the dirt car park at top of Brooks Hill on Kings Highway before descending to 
Bungendore plains. From there, a 10-minute walk to the ACT’s most easterly point 
where a piece of heritage awaits us, then on to explore woodlands of the adjacent 
Brooks Hill Reserve. About a 2-hour walk, mainly on formed trails. If coming from 
Queanbeyan, it may be easier to enter the car park by continuing on the Kings Highway 
to the bottom of Brooks Hill, turning at Carlton Road to come back up the highway to 
the car park. 
Meet at Spotlight car park off the Kings Highway, Queanbeyan, for 9 am start. Contact 
leader, preferably by email, by Saturday 4 February, to register.

Map: Bungendore 1:25,000  
Grading: 1A 
Drive 34 km, $16 per car 
Leader: Rod Griffiths 
Contact: 0410 875 731 or 
rod.blackdog@gmail.com 

10–24 February 
Day walks and 
pack walks

Tasmania  
Various mountain walks ranging from one to several days walks in the easy to medium 
range of difficulty. Locations depend on weather, transport availability, flood damage. 
Possibilities include Traveller Range 4 days (Pencil Pines and lakes), Tyndall Range 3 
days (spectacular glaciation), West Coast Range day walks (unusual flora), New Pelion 
base camp 4 days (climb Mount Ossa etc.), Mount Roland, or the east or north coast 
parks to escape bad weather. Contact leader for further details.

Leader: Dave Kelly  
Contact: 0437538968 or 
janddkelly@gmail.com 

11 February 
Saturday work 
party

Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group 
Control of woody weeds (cutting and dabbing) at site to be determined in the Gudgenby 
Valley. Car-pooling available for the journey there and tools will be provided. Meet at 
Namadgi Visitor Centre at 9 am. Contact leader for registration arrangements.

Leader: Doug Brown 
Contact: 6247 0239 or 
kambalda@tpg.com.au

12 February 
Sunday morning 
walk

Namarag special purpose reserve 
Meet 8:30 am at car park in Felstead Vista, across from Denman Prospect shops. After 
coffee at Morning Dew, follow Craven Creek on western side to Butters Bridge, cross to 
Namarag and tour new reserve. Return via bridge, climb to Ridgeline Park and descend to 
starting point. Brunch at shops for those interested. 8 km, some climbs and uneven ground. 
Book with leader by Saturday; walk will proceed only if forecast max is below 29°C.

Map: UBD Canberra, maps 
56, 57 
Grading: 1A/B 
Leader: Brian Slee 
Contact: 6281 0719 or 
brianslee@iprimus.com.au 

19 February 
Sunday morning 
walk

Australian National University sculptures 
A leisurely Sunday morning stroll through ANU grounds to view sculptures and 
landscapes. An easy 3 hours with optional lunch at conclusion. Meet at 9 am outside the 
Street Theatre in Childers Street. Contact leader, preferably by email, to register for 
walk and optional lunch by Friday 17 February. 

Leader: Rosemary Hollow 
Contact: 0413 977 708 
or rosiehollow@gmail.com 

19 February 
Sunday walk

Tallaganda forests and cascades 
A circuit through part of Tallaganda NP that is not as steep as much of the park, taking 
in two creeks with small cascades, ferns and grassy banks, and some lovely forest. 
Fairly open forests with some tussocky vegetation and scrubby and boggy patches. 12 
km, about half off-track. Main ascents and descents about 100 m in the morning and 
150 m in the afternoon. 45-minute drive from Queanbeyan. Last 20 minutes of road OK 
for larger 2WDs but best driven in AWD/4WD.  
Contact leader, preferably by email, to book. Limit of 16.

Map: Bombay 1:25,000 
Grading: 2A/C 
Drive: $40 per car 
Leader: Linda Groom 
Contact: 0474 507 259 or 
lbgroom@gmail.com 
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25 February 
Saturday work party

Madia satvia control – Naas Valley 
M. satvia (aka tarweed) is invading the Naas Valley along the fire trail. This work 
party will commence the process of hand-pulling and/or chipping these large 
plants. Bring gloves, all other tools provided. Book with the leader by Thursday 
23 February. Meet Kambah Village shops 8 am.

Drive: 96 km, $44 per car. 
Leader: Brian Slee 
Contact: 6281 0719 or 
brianslee@iprimus.com.au 

26 February 
Sunday walk

Yerrabi Track & Shanahans Mountain 
Two short walks – First walk to Shanahans Mountain for morning tea and views 
to the east (about 2 km return). Then drive to and walk the Yerrabi Track for 
lunch on a rock tor with views over Namadgi (about 4 km return).  
Meet at Kambah Village Shops for 8:30 am start.

Map: Yaouk & Colinton 1:25,000 
Grading: 1A 
Drive: 120 km, $54 per car 
Leader: Mike S 
Contact: 0412 179 907

5 March 
Sunday walk

ACT – North 
The second in the series of walks visiting the cardinal points on the ACT’s border. 
Starting from the Centennial Trail trackhead in Hall, this is a pleasant undulating 
walk via the Centennial Trail to the ACT’s most northerly point. As we will be 
returning the same way, there will be an option to ascend One Tree Hill for its 
spectacular views. 
Meet at Centennial Trail trackhead, Hoskins and Hall streets, Hall for 8:30 am.  
To register, contact leader, preferably by email, by Saturday 4 March.

Maps: Hall and Bedulluck (just) 
1:25,000  
Grading: 3A 
Leader: Rod Griffiths 
Contact: 0410 875 731 or 
rod.blackdog@gmail.com 

11 March 
Saturday work party

Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group 
Control (cutting and dabbing) of woody weeds at site to be determined in the 
Gudgenby Valley.  
Car pooling available for the journey there and tools will be provided. Meet at 
Namadgi Visitor Centre at 9 am. Contact leader for registration arrangements.

Leader: Doug Brown 
Contact: 6247 0239 or 
kambalda@tpg.com.au

11–13 March 
Long weekend pack 
walk

Broken Dam Hut and Tabletop Mountain 
A walk to Broken Dam Hut and Tabletop Mountain. Possible visits to the site of 
Four Mile Hut that burned down in 2019 and Elaine Mine. Contact leader early, 
as numbers limited, to arrange transport and meeting times. 

Maps: Cabramurra & Denison 
1:25,000 
Grading: 2A/B/C 
Drive: 320 km, $144 per car 
Leader: Steven Forst 
Contact: 0428195236 or 
steven.forst@iinet.net.au

13 March 
Monday morning 
walk

Ginninderry to Shepherds Lookout 
Meet 8:30 am at The Link car park, McClymont Way, Strathnairn [UBD map 36, 
C11]. Follow newly established track south, contouring around gullies (which 
descend west), to Shepherds Lookout. Great views of Murrumbidgee and 
mountains. Return same route. Easy grades, 9 km. Brunch at Strathnairn Cafe. 
Contact leader by 12 March. 

Grading: 1A 
Leader: Brian Slee 
Contact: 6281 0719 or 
brianslee@iprimus.com.au 

19 March 
Sunday walk

ACT – South 
The third in the series of walks visiting the cardinal points on the ACT’s border. 
Starting from Boboyan Road on the ACT/NSW border this walk will go through 
the beautiful forests and creek flats of Namadgi NP with our goal being the 
blazed tree on the ACT’s southernmost border. All on fire trails but includes some 
steady climbs and descent.  
Meet Lanyon Shopping Centre Carpark (in the corner nearest the roundabout on 
Tharwa Drive) Conder for 8 am.  
Contact leader, preferably by email, by Saturday 18 March, to register. 

Map: Bredbo 1:25,000  
Grading: 3A 
Drive 120 Km $54 
Leader: Rod Griffiths 
Contact: 0410 875 731 or 
rod.blackdog@gmail.com

22 March 
Wednesday walks

Joint NPA / BBC / activity 
Details are emailed to those on the Wednesday Walks email list. Otherwise 
contact leader.

Medium/hard 
Leader: Philip Gatenby 
Contact: 0401 415 446 or 
philip.gatenby@gmail.com 
Easy/medium 
Leader: Mike S 
Contact: 0412 179 907

25 March 
Saturday work party

Fence Removal – Orroral Valley 
This is the second work party to remove stock fences in the Orroral Valley. The 
exact location of the fence will be determined closer to the event. All tools will be 
provided, just bring gloves. Book with the leader by Thursday 23 March.  
Meet at Kambah Village Shops at 8 am.

Drive: 70 km, $32 per car 
Leader: Martin Chalk 
Contact: 0411 161 056

26 March 
Sunday walk

Rendezvous & Middle Creeks 
A walk from the car park at Rendezvous Creek to visit historic sites including the 
remains of Rowleys Hut, stockyards, an air-strip, a grave, significant rock 
shelters and the cascades on Middle Creek for lunch. Walking mostly off-track in 
grasslands but with a bit of light scrub. 
Meet at Kambah Village shops for 8 am start. 

Map: Rendezvous Ck 1:25,000 
Grading: 3A/C 
Drive: 100 km, $45 per car 
Leader: Mike S 
Contact: 0412 179 907 

mailto:brianslee@iprimus.com.au
mailto:rod.blackdog@gmail.com
mailto:kambalda@tpg.com.au
mailto:steven.forst@iinet.net.au
mailto:brianslee@iprimus.com.au%20
mailto:rod.blackdog@gmail.com
mailto:philip.gatenby@gmail.com
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A walk with Western Walkers
Mike Bremers found himself with some spare time on a 
recent trip and decided to check out a local bushwalking 
club 

During October I found myself in Perth with some spare 
time on the weekends. I decided to see if I could find a 
bushwalking club that would accept visitors and I was 
fortunate to find the Western Walking Club. Their program 
was online together with an invitation to visitors who could 
come on two walks before joining. The two walks I went on 
were in the Perth Hills. The weather was good, the 
wildflowers were out and, best of all, the club members 
were a lovely bunch of people! 
Founded in 1937, the Western Walking Club is Western 
Australia’s longest established bushwalking club. Two walks 
of different grades are held each Sunday during May to 
October and one walk in the suburbs is conducted each 
Sunday during the warmer November to April period. 
Some camps are also held at different locations throughout 
the year. There are about 100 members which means that 
most of the people on the walks know each other, resulting 
in the great camaraderie that I observed. 
The first walk I attended was to Hopeful Falls ably led by 
Cleve. This was a mixture of track and off-track walking to 
the falls that cascade over a granite outcrop. This was a 
very pleasant walk and I was keen to go on the longer 
walk the following Sunday. This was led by Jessica, the club 

president, along the Bibbulmun Track to Helena Hut and 
Campsite, a return distance of 23 km. Donna and young 
Claudia were co-leading the walk for experience. It was 
interesting to talk to her about our respective organisations 
and similarities in our membership profile. One of these 
similarities are that both clubs have their stalwarts. In fact, 
one of them, Wolfgang, was on both the walks and at a 
spritely 86 everyone loved him. Another ongoing issue is the 
recruitment of walk leaders.  

I can highly recommend making contact with bushwalking 
clubs if you find yourself in another state for an extended 
period. You most probably will find like-minded people who 
will take you places that you’ve never been to before. Here at 
the NPA we would happily have visitors from further afield on 
our outings! 

Mike Bremers

Date: 2 October 2022 
Participants: Mike Bremers (leader), Philip and Jan Gatenby, John Evans 
Weather: Sunny  

Mike Bremers makes good on an 
intention to return to a spectacular site 

In 2008 I led a group of three 
experienced walkers to Pierces Creek 
Falls. At the time there was only a 
trickle of water going over the 25 
metre falls. I noted in my trip report1 
that it would be interesting to return 
to the falls after good rains. It took 
14 years, but after a wet year I led a 
different group of three experienced 
walkers back to the falls in October. 

Pierces Creek Falls, being tucked in 
between the Tidbinbilla and Hardy 
ranges, is difficult to access, with 
steep climbs and thick scrub to 
negotiate no matter which way you 
approach it. We followed the same 
route as the 2008 trip.  

Starting from the locked gate on 

Pipeline Road, we followed the fire trail south, 
then scrub-bashed for another 2 kilometres 
along the top of the Hardy Range before the 
steep descent in an easterly direction to the 
falls. The raging falls were a spectacular sight, 
our first view being when we got very close to 
the base. Being so close means that they are 
difficult to photograph, with vegetation 
preventing a view from further back. However, 
the effort of carrying my big camera and tripod 
paid off with some acceptable photos.  

We climbed steeply back up to the Hardy Range 
for lunch, then followed the spur down to 
Pipeline Road via Cotter Hill cairn. This spur 
seemed to be scrubbier than I remembered but 
we were rewarded with a great view down the 
Cotter Valley.  

It took us an extra 80 minutes to do the walk 
compared with the 7 hours it took us in 2008. 
No doubt extra scrub may have been a factor, 
but the average age of the group would have 
been 14 years more! 

Mike Bremers is  
NPA Walks Coordinator 

References: 
1 NPA Bulletin, September 2008, p. 13, https://bit.ly/
3SL8lpz 
Pierces Creek Falls. Photo by Mike Bremers (see back 
page)

Bushwalk reports 

Return to Pierces Creek – 14 years on

Philip, Jan and John on Co-er Hill.  
All Photos on this page by Mike Bremers

Typical forest in the Perth Hills

Far leV: Blue lady orchid 
LeV: The new Helena Hut is built from fire-resistant concrete and steel. It replaces 
the Umber structure that was destroyed in a bushfire several years ago

https://www.npaact.org.au/res/File/Bulletins6/Vol%2045%20No%203%20Sep%202008.pdf
https://bit.ly/3SL8lpz
https://bit.ly/3SL8lpz
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Climbing Currockbilly Mountain WirriUn Ridge and the Budawangs. Photo by Philip Gatenby

Date: 10 September 2022 

Participants: Philip G (leader), Geoff B, Jacqui B, Joe C, Jan G, Peter G, Rod G, 
Noelia P, Rob T, Laura V. 

Weather: Fine, then a few showers 

Philip Gatenby reports on a challenging walk rewarded by stunning views 

In the lead-up I had a couple of concerns about this walk. A recent online post 
reported access issues because of private property but other posts suggested that 
a lane off Charleys Forest Road almost to the national park boundary was a right of 
way (though the latest version of the topo map showed two locked gates on this 
route).  

Secondly, I recalled patches of thick scrub on my last visit to Currockbilly1 in 2015 
and wondered whether the regrowth after the 2019 fires may have made it 
impenetrable. Fortunately, both concerns proved unfounded. None of the gates on 
Neilsen Lane was locked and the one local we saw just asked us where we were 
walking to and said that he'd been told that the scrub wasn't too bad. Mostly this 
turned out to be the case. 

From the car park at the end of Neilsen Lane, to the west of Currockbilly, a footpad 
soon took us to moist woodland and over a low hill. We noted, not surprisingly, 
that the vegetation on the western slope was relatively drier than that on the 
eastern slope, where ferns prevailed. A haven for leeches?  

About 600 m into the walk, we 
crossed the Gulf Fire Trail then 
followed an older trail, now showing 
signs of overgrowing, to the south-
east and on to a spur off the main 
ridge of the Budawang Range. The 
climb was steep in places with 
occasional rock cairns. Wildflowers 
were starting to appear, including 
Epacris impressa, Banksia spinulosa, 
a Tetratheca species and Wild Iris 
(Patersonia sericea).  

The vegetation changed as we 
climbed from woodland to sedgeland, 
interspersed with patches of mallee 
(possibly a combination of Eucalyptus 
stricta and E. kybeanensis) and tea-
tree, especially on the steep sides 
near the top and on the top itself. 
Woodland and sedge showed various 
signs of fire damage. Budawang 
Wallaby Grass (Plinthanthesis 
rodwayi) should also be present on 
the top. A critically endangered plant, 
found only at one other location, 
Mount Budawang, a few kilometres to 
the south. There were grasses on 
Currockbilly’s top but I’m not sure if 
we saw any of the endangered 
variety. 

Signing the log. Photo by Jan Gatenby Remnant rainforest. Photo by Joe Carmona
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From the west Currockbilly’s top appears quite flat but close-up this isn’t the 
case. There are three not particularly prominent peaks. South of where we 
crested the ridge is the highest, marked by a rock mound trig, still with its 
post. In 2015 the post lay beside the trig but now leans precariously from 
the top of the mound. A bushfire survivor. 

East of the summit is a patch of remnant 
rainforest which fortunately seems to have 
largely escaped the 2013 and 2019 fires. 
Further to the east is another peak offering 
impressive views of the Budawangs, Yadboro 
and the coast from St Georges Head on 
Bherwerre Peninsula south to Batemans Bay.  
About 400 m from the trig is a logbook, 
placed there on 14 November 1970 by 
members of the Sydney Bush Ramblers 
(now called the Sutherland Bushwalking 
Club). The book, which is in a purpose-built 
fire- and water-resistant metal container, is 
in surprisingly good condition and must be 
one of the oldest mountain logbooks in the 
country still in use. It disappeared into thick 
scrub for about 5 years until its rediscovery 
by David Poland of the Canberra 
Bushwalking Club after the 2013 fire. It also 
survived the 2019 fires. In December 2020, 
the Canberra and Sutherland clubs 
organised a trip to Currockbilly to mark the 
50th anniversary of the placement of the 
logbook.2 Apparently, there was an earlier 

On the eastern peak. All photos on this page by Jan Gatenby

Epacris impressaTop: Then it rained                          Below: Moss
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logbook on the mountain. Its remains, which were uncovered in the trig’s rock mound, are 
now in the national museum. 
After a lunch with its coastal and mountain panorama, we returned through sedge and 
mallee to our cars via the northern peak, a kilometre along the ridge from the trig. From 
here a descent on a spur to the WNW, steep at first then gradual, led back to the Gulf Fire 
Trail, half a kilometre north of where we crossed it that morning. Only one leech was 
encountered – given a lift by Jan to the cars. 

Climbing Currockbilly Mountain is a rewarding walk through a diverse and interesting 
landscape. The views from the top are stunning. It’s not a long walk (our loop was a bit 
over 8 km) but it’s very steep and rough in places with hidden loose stones waiting to trip 
the unwary, particularly on the steeper sections. 

Philip Gatenby 
References 

1 Named according to Colin Watson by Surveyor Hoddle in 1828, but probably of Aboriginal origin. 
See Pigeon House and Beyond, The Budawang Committee 
2 For more information on the logbook and this celebration see both the Bushwalking NSW post at 
bit.ly/3fJkTQp and the trip report in It, the Canberra Bushwalking Club newsletter, bit.ly/3ycaenZ

Looking north. Photo by Jan Gatenby

Approaching storm. Photo by Philip Gatenby

Fire damaged eucalypts. Photo by Joe Carmona

https://bit.ly/3fJkTQp
https://bit.ly/3ycaenZ
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Date: 31 July 2022 

Participants: Brian Slee (leader), Ritesh Agrawal, Danyal 
Diallo, Joanna Korecki, Greg Lawrence, Deidre Shaw 

Weather: Frigid, cloudy, occasional breeze 

John Evans alerted me to the little quartz ridge which divides 
the Canberra suburbs of Throsby and Forde. I stitched it into 
an 8 km walk with a tram ride from the city. A –5°C frost kept 
things cold when it was held in by cloud, but we had a 
stimulating outing. 
Four of us took the 8:15 am Gungahlin tram to Mapleton 
Avenue where the group was completed. Social media had 
worked its ways and we were fortunate to attract two friendly 
guys, new to Canberra. 
‘Wildbark’, Mulligans Flat’s new visitor centre in Throsby, was our first 
objective. We headed past Gungaderra Homestead and Well Station’s old dirt 
road, before following Gungaderra Creek to Joey Park. The group was 
photographed under ‘Stopping to smell the flowers’, the ex-Floriade sculpture 
of mother roo and joey.  
Throsby’s grasslands are accessed through predator gates and, heading west, 
we reached the pond dam. Under pearly cloud, the grey skeletons of 
stranded trees were reflected in still water. A hessian-covered raft was 
tethered to the bank. Latest guess: nutrient absorption platform. 
Thirty kangaroos leapt up the quartz ridge and we followed at a distance. 
However, Daisy Gate was locked so we remained outside until Snake Gate 
atop the ridge. The vegetation changed noticeably to an open Scribbly Gum 

forest where kangaroos seek sanctuary. A 
termite mound, pink and white quartz, 
bright wattle, all caught our eyes. 
11 am coffee was to be at Frankies in 
Forde, so we slipped onto Ada Ball Circuit 
and threaded our way through back 
streets (passing magnificent Yellow Box 
eucalypts). We settled at an outdoor table, 
with adjacent heating and, as we finished 
off rum and raisin brownies, Dan and 
Ritesh shared interesting stories and 
insights. 
Superb Parrots were not to be seen but on 
the way to Gungahlin terminus, via Yerrabi 
Pond, Red Rump Parrots put in an 
appearance. Our numbers were dwindling 
but three made it to lunch on the veranda 
of Assembly (The People’s Pub) in 
Braddon.  
A walk worth repeating now that ‘Wildbark’ 
has opened and when wildflowers are in 
profusion. 

Brian Slee

Joanna, Ritesh, Dan, Deidre, and Greg at Frankies. 
Photo by Brian Slee

Far leV: Throsby pond. Photo by Dan Diallo 
LeV: Joey Park. Photo by Brian Slee

Gungahlin quartz ridge: A walk worth repeating

Northern Peak (Currockbilly Mountain). Photo by Jan Gatenby
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Alpine walks marked by snow gum devastation 
 Australia’s iconic snow gums are dying, victims of fire, drought and borer. Brian Slee reports on the devastation—and a pleasant 
discovery—on two winter walks amid the beauty of the NSW high country. 

Snowy River above Twynam Creek
Date: Tuesday, 2 August 2022 

Participants: Max Smith (leader), Brian Slee 

Weather: Cloud wafting off peaks; mild to chilly with quirky cold winds 

Larvae of the longicorn beetle are boring their way through Australia’s highest 
stands of Snow Gums, ringbarking the hitherto resilient survivors of extreme 
mountain environments. Sadly, on what was an otherwise delightful outing, 
many trees were found dead or dying and none of those seen exhibited the 
characteristic colourful trunks and branches. 

Having been snowshoeing only once in 3 years, due to the pandemic, I was keen 
on Max’s suggestion that we take a chance before snow-destroying rain arrived 
on Wednesday. We left in his Outback at 6:30 am and arrived at near-full 
Guthega car park at 9 am. 

The initial aim was to reach 
Spencers Creek. Apart from a 
new ‘Illawong Walk’ sign, the 
unmarked route was the same 
as pre-pandemic. On a fresh 
layer of snow with solid base, we 
followed four ice climbers 
heading for Blue Lake. Once they 
peeled off we had trackless snow 
to morning tea at Spencers 
Creek.  

The new suspension bridge 
changes everything: we are no 
longer dependent on chancy ice/
snow bridges to cross fast-
flowing Spencers Creek. But we 
are still subject to the weather. 
After a lazy break on blanketed 

boulders, we clanged our way 
across the steel mesh and started climbing the southern slope, only to encounter 
wind from nowhere. It had our number and chased us into the trees, then high 
and low for a kilometre up the Snowy, forcing us to give up and retreat to 
Guthrie Ridge. Surprisingly, the wind died and, at 1,700 metres, we had a 
comfortable lunch spot with a view along the Snowy to Blue Cow.  

But something was wrong with the trees: had they burned? The even worse 
truth about borer damage slowly dawned. 

On the way back we were to see more dying trees on Paralyser Ridge. Once past 
Illawong, Max steered us to the top of the slope from where we had a lovely 

descent to Farm Creek bridge. But the 
ugly signs of borers were unavoidable. 
Back at the car at 2:30 pm, 9 km. 

Basecamp Café now conveniently 
operates above the stairs in Guthega ski 
centre. Be early for pies. The coffee is 
drinkable and the framed view west is 
remarkable; snow flopped from the roof 
in sloppy blobs. We left at 3:30 pm and 
with the traffic only occasionally 
bunching, we were back in Canberra at 
6 pm, having stopped at Jindabyne West 
and Bredbo to swap drivers. First light to 
last light, what a day! 

Borer damage. Photo by Brian Slee

Snow gum detail. Photo by Mike Bremers

Climbing to Paralyser Ridge. Photo by Mike Bremers
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Date: Tuesday, 13 September 2022 
Participants: Mike Bremers, Brian Slee, Max Smith 
Weather: Mild, sunny day; afternoon cloud on 
peaks; occasional breeze 
Max Smith, Peter Anderson-Smith and I first 
snowshoed this route in 2015; it began at Guthega 
and followed the Snowy River south. Spencers 
Creek blocked us from exploring further south so 
we took what I regarded as the lesser option and 
returned via Paralyser Trig. In reality, it was a 
spectacular alternative and now has additional 
draw power: healthy Snow Gums. 
Our destination was only decided at morning tea, 
10:30 am at Illawong. Mike had listened to our 
tale from 2 August about Snow Gums ringbarked 
by borers on the lower ridges, and thought we 
should check higher up. After a patchy start, the 
snow cover became firm and complete; we 
proceeded to within sight of Spencers Creek’s new 
bridge and, perversely, chose not to cross it. We 
turned south-east and started to climb. 

Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos, feeding well above 
their usual range, had hacked into branches and 
trunks to extract grubs, perhaps even borers. Paw 
prints of various animals were the only 
impressions marking the snow. 
About noon we emerged onto the broad expanse 
of Paralyser Ridge and headed a kilometre north 
toward the trig (1,987 m), below which we settled 
on a spacious rock for lunch. In still air under a 
warm sun, with views all along the Main Range, a 
delightful place. Alas, if only I had held on to my 

delicious chicken dinner, accidentally abandoned half an hour earlier. 
Five skiers checked descent lines before swishing past, indifferent to 
everything but technique. 

Before beginning our leisurely descent, we photographed ice trees 
west of the trig. One massively twisted and contorted Snow Gum had 
literally wrested its life from the rocks while casually decorating itself 
with streaks of ochre, tan, maroon and dark grey. Others appeared as 
if on tip toe, like ballerinas with tutus of snow leaves. Go see before 
the borers arrive. 

As is usual, the snow softened beautifully; the 1½ hours it took us to 
reach Farm Creek bridge were a series of vistas into valleys and to 
near and distant peaks. We inevitably came across the wretched 
forest of dead Snow Gums lower down, so sad to see. Back at Max’s 
Outback at 2:45 pm, 10 km. Basecamp Café was open; hot food and 
drinks on the slightly chilly veranda. Expensive, but ever so nicely 
located. 

We had departed Richardson at 6:25 am, arriving at 8:50 am in a 
lightly populated car park. The lovely early morning dusting of snow 
on the trees in Wilsons Valley had, of course, disappeared by the 
afternoon. We left Guthega at 3:30 pm and stopped only to swap 
drivers, arriving 6 pm. An unexpectedly wonderful antidote to  
2 August.

Paralyser Ridge

At first, dead and dying trees dominated, 
but above 1,750 metres the usual 
magnificent Snow Gums began to 

appear. Lithe, sinuous, rippled in ways 
reminiscent of human limbs and torsos. 

Snow gum growing from rock

Brian Slee

Climbing to Paralyser Ridge. Photos by Mike Bremers

… and an unexpectedly wonderful antidote
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A river journey not without snags Bill ducks under a fallen tree. All photos by Mike Bremers

Marathon kayaker Mike Bremers describes his latest trip along a tortuous 
stretch of the Macintyre and Barwon rivers 

During 2020 to 2022 I paddled the Barwon, Darling and Murray rivers, 
from Mungindi on the NSW–Queensland border to the sea near Goolwa, 
SA1.  

After an enjoyable paddle in flood from Mungindi to Walgett last April with 
Bill McGrath of Brisbane, we decided to paddle the next section upstream, 
the 315 km from Goondiwindi to Mungindi along the NSW–Queensland 
border, on the Macintyre River and the Barwon River. About 30 km 
upstream of Mungindi, at the confluence with the Weir River, the 
Macintyre becomes the Barwon River. 

The earliest detailed account of voyaging down 
the Macintyre is that of Dr and Mrs Clark who 
rowed a boat in 1895 from Goondiwindi to 
Goolwa. They reported a rough trip during 
which they sometimes needed to partially sink 
their boat to get it under fallen trees, and 
regarded the use of a handsaw for cutting a 
path through snags and branches as being the 
principal reason for the success of their 
journey.  

Since that time there have been only a handful 
of journeys. The consensus of participants in 
most of these journeys is that the river is full of 
snags and stakes and that it is necessary to 
‘wrestle with tree branches’. In flood 
conditions, there are floating logs to contend 
with and overhanging tea tree branches are a 
hazard, as attested by the tragedy of a mother 
and her three children who drowned in 1934 
when their rowboat capsized a week into their 
journey down to South Australia.  

The most recent recorded journey is that of 
Humphreys in 1998, who reported ‘rivers 
choked with fallen trees’ on his 8-month kayak 
journey from Goondiwindi to Goolwa2. 
Our trip spanned 11 days from 31 July to 10 
August. We left a car at Mungindi next to the 
publican’s house, drove to Goondiwindi, 
prepared to launch and left a second car in the 
main street near the boat ramp which a local 
resident correctly assured us would be safe to 
do.  

Pushing through canopy
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The Barwon River at our final camp

The river level was relatively low 
compared with the high water a few 
weeks earlier but the current was still 
flowing at 1.5–2 km/hour (at 1,600 ML/
day), which meant we made good 
progress at first.  

Portaging of Goondiwindi Weir was easy 
an hour after launching. On the first three 
nights we were able to camp on sandy 
beaches, which was a joy in the otherwise 
gloomy river. Tea trees are prolific along 
and in the river and in many places the 
river has a closed canopy. Many of the 
older trees have drooping branches that 
can form horizontal barriers above water 

level. In some places this meant we had to push or pull our way through.  

In many places the river is so narrow that a fallen Red Gum can completely 
block it. Sometimes we could scrape over or under the trunk and in other 
places we could push our way through the smaller branches of the canopy. 
Once or twice a day there was no alternative but to drag our fully laden kayaks 
5–10 metres overland. While this can be tedious, our success rate of getting 
through blockages without disembarking would have been about 95 per cent.  

The two sections that gave us the most trouble were the approach to Boomi 
Weir and a 15 km section where an unnamed anabranch leaves and then 
rejoins the river. In both sections the river was relatively narrow, meandered a 
lot and in places the tea trees formed blockages. This meant that we were 
constantly doing steering strokes as we meandered across the river channel to 
avoid snags and blockages in an already highly meandering river. Bill Confoy’s 
words from 1955 came to mind. He aptly described these sections as ‘twisting 

Stone artefact found near a campsiteThe piglet in the campfire ashes
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ReflecUons on a side creek at dawn

and tortuous’3. In hindsight, an extra metre of depth 
(equivalent to an extra 2,000 ML/day) would have made 
the trip much easier but would have denied us the sandy 
beaches where we camped the first few nights. 

In the second 
half of the trip 
the vegetation 
on the banks 
opened up. At 
several 
campsites we 
were surprised 
to see vast 
fields of green shoots of a crop that we weren’t able to 
identify. No doubt there are high hopes for a large harvest 
in the coming months, but major flooding 2 months later 
may have destroyed these crops. Huge pumps with large 
diameter pipes extending into the river were common and 
usually we would glimpse a nearby turkey nest dam (a 
large reservoir with earthen banks on flat land). The 
pumps were all silent, but we scaled a dam near one of 
our campsites to see a vast body of water. 

Wildlife was common along the river. There were the usual 
herons, spoonbills, darters, cockatoos, a few kangaroos, 
emus and rakali.  

The most memorable interaction with wildlife was the 
piglet that found us soon after we made camp one day. It 
took a keen interest in Bill’s kayak (perhaps it smelt his 
fishing bait). Despite us shooing it away numerous times, 
it came back, went into Bill’s tent and ate the avocado 
that he was planning to have for lunch. Bill was not happy 
and he made extra effort to chase away the piglet, which 

by now had avocado smeared over its snout. Bill didn’t sleep 
well that night because the piglet was constantly trying to get 
into his tent. By morning it had relented and we found it with a 
dejected look lying in the ashes of the campfire for warmth. 

On our second-last day 
of our journey, the river 
changed quite 
dramatically within a few 
kilometres on the 
approach to the Weir 
River confluence. Steep 
muddy banks gave way 
to gentler, more open 

and rockier banks, great campsites were plentiful and there 
are even some gentle rapids. At 11 am we found a beautiful 
campsite on the river flats with large grassy areas between 
river level and the top of the bank. We had planned to camp a 
bit closer to Mungindi but we didn't want to pass on such a 
good site. It was a beautiful day in which to relax at our final 
camp of the trip. 

After lunch we walked to a nearby abandoned shack. Along 
the way we found the old dump with lots of bottles, rusty bits 
of machinery and even a set of dentures. This was our best 
day yet and a great way to end the journey.  

Mike Bremers 
References: 
1.  NPA Bulletin December 2020, March 2021, June 2021, September 
2022 
2.  Murray–Darling Journeys, Bremers, Angela and Bremers, Mike, 
2017 
3.  The Silver Jacket, Vol. 3, No. 18, 1955

Within a small area near another campsite, I saw seven scar 
trees and a rounded river stone that had been ‘worked’. The 
stone was quite different from the usual brick-like stones we 
had seen near the river. This was another reminder of past 

habitation of the area by Indigenous people.

https://www.npaact.org.au//res/File/Bulletins7/Vol57No4Dec2020.pdf
https://www.npaact.org.au//res/File/Bulletins7/Vol58No1Mar2021.pdf
https://www.npaact.org.au//res/File/Bulletins7/Vol58No2Jun2021.pdf
https://www.npaact.org.au/res/File/Bulletins2022/Vol59No3Sep2022.pdf
https://www.npaact.org.au/res/File/Bulletins2022/Vol59No3Sep2022.pdf
https://www.murraydarlingjourneys.id.au/#h.p_LEhc5c-3NxvF
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Month Activity Agency Participants

August

Unscheduled short-notice work party. Programmed activity cancelled due to low 
attendance. White Poplar maintenance at Glendale. Remaining sapling suckers 
(trees 2 cm to 10 cm diameter and up to 10 m tall) felled in west of heritage 
stand. Western side of the heritage stand is now clear. Continuous arc from the 
north, through east to the south remains. PCS mowing is complete. 

PCS 2

September Uriarra regeneration management. Removal of tree guards and woody weed 
control in a former forestry area 700 m west from centre of Uriarra Village. PCS

Eleven in the 
morning, six in 
the afternoon.

October

Unscheduled short-notice work party. Programmed activity cancelled due to poor 
access to work site. White Poplar maintenance at Glendale. Planned clearing of 
suckers not done due to significant regrowth following the August work party. 
Other work party opportunities surveyed: briars on ridge above Glendale 
(approximately 100 small plants); briars on the grassy woodland on the lower 
northern side of the ridge (approximately 100 mature plants); poplars and other 
exotics on the creek north-adjacent to the poplar site for 500 m upstream from 
the Gudgenby River; removal of barbed wire from a disused paddock fence 
opposite the Glendale picnic area. 

PCS
Six in the 

morning, five 
in the 

afternoon.

NPA work party summary – August to October 2022

Work party report
On unfamiliar ground 

Date: 24 September 2022 

Location: Uriarra West 

Tasks: Tree guard removal and woody weed 
eradication 

Waterlogged ground put an end to the tree 
planting scheduled for Pierces Creek. Instead, the 
work party relocated to a former pine forest (burnt 
2003) off Brindabella Road, immediately west of 
Uriarra Village.  

The area had been contour ploughed and 
replanted with native trees and shrubs and, with a 
high rate of success, most plants no longer 
needed protection. The task was to remove 
redundant tree guards from a landscape of 
ploughed mounds and puddled troughs. Wooden 

stakes were extracted and, 
together with plastic surrounds, 
were left in piles on the 
surrounding track for collection 
in their hundreds by Park staff. 
Further plantings are planned. 

In the next section of land, 
which was further west, the 
second task for the day was 
the eradication, to the extent 
possible, of invasive woody 
weeds such as briars, 
hawthorns and pyracanthas by 
cutting and dabbing or 
uprooting. No count was kept 
but hundreds of plants were 
dealt with. 

Eleven volunteers were available for the work party. After gathering at 
Dillon Close, Weston, at 8:15 am, we met ranger Tom Mungovan and 
assistant Cathey Vincent at Murrumbidgee Depot at 8:45 am before 
proceeding to the work site. There was a good deal of splashing 
about, but the first task was substantially complete by morning tea at 
11 am. Before and after lunch at 12:30 pm, the rest of the time was 
spent on woody weed eradication. Rain halted proceedings at 2 pm. 

There was much to enjoy about the work party as it was in an 
unfamiliar and scenic location which, as explained by Tom, offers 
public walking access to Cotter Dam shores and surrounding forests. 
We welcomed six new volunteers who included, for the first time, a 
group of youngsters. Darcy found numerous spiders inhabiting tree 
guards and Kevin photographed them. The only negative was the 
weather, which played games with us before curtailing activities a little 
earlier than planned. 

Thanks to Dave, Sally, Darcy, Alexis and Jasmine Bettenay, Martin 
Chalk, Sonja Lenz, Kevin McCue, Mardi McNeil and Michaela Popham 
for your enthusiastic participation and interesting conversation. 
Special thanks to Martin for organising arrangements, and together 
with Michaela, retrieving tools from NVC. And what a pleasure to be 
led by Tom and Cathey; thank you both. 

Brian Slee

Martin Chalk

Lunch aVer a morning of woody weed eradicaUon. Both photos by Brian Slee

Ranger Cathey Vincent loading tree guards
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NPA Art Week was held this year with Eleanor Cotterell, Esther Gallant, 
Rosemary Hollow, Adrienne Nicholson and Hazel Rath in residence at the 
Gudgenby Cottage 

Art Week always brings something different. This year, despite the 
changeable weather, there was the usual flurry of creative inspiration. 
Many photographs were taken, there was some drawing and playing 
with paint, and basketmaking as well. Many species of birds were seen 
and photographed. 

The amount of recent rain was evident by the volume of water flowing 
down the Gudgenby River and the debris covering the footbridge leading 
to the cottage, and by the lovely, vibrant green landscape.  

A pool on the large rock over the bridge was a regular point of interest 
with its hundreds of tadpoles and soon-to be-frogs. As the water 
receded, the bird prints on the muddy edges increased by the day. A 
kookaburra, pipit and several thornbills seen loitering nearby did not 
oblige for a photo feeding on the tasty morsels, despite some watching 
and waiting from a distance. 

There were visits from Brian Slee and Deidre Shaw out for a Sunday 
walk, and the Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group took refuge at the 
cottage from tackling briars and other weeds to enjoy an early afternoon 
tea as a thunderstorm loomed. 

Mostly we avoided significant rain until our 
timely departure early Sunday morning when 
heavy falls started. 

Art Week is a treat whether or not you consider 
yourself artistically inclined. Sometimes you just 
need to be in the right place at the right time to 
unleash your inner artist. 

Eleanor Cotterell

Early morning at Gudgenby. All photos by Eleanor Co-erell

Unleashing the inner artist 
NPA Art Week 5 – 13 November 2022

Adrienne sketching
Two blotched blue tongues lizards geHng friendlyDusky Wood swallows nest building
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Happy are those who dwell in His house; and today it’s the 
boulders and granite tors of the Ridge of Stone. His psalms are 
the sound of the wind whistling in the trees, and the song of 
unseen birds – warblers and whistlers and screechers. The sun 
shines on the tor that I sit on. I feel the rough granite, the fur of 
lichens.  Around the boulders are slim white gums, some dead 
from the fires of ’03; some are regenerate. 

Below me G is sketching. Through the trees I glimpse J with a 
camera. A lizard crawls the rock, a white butterfly flits by. It’s 
clouding over, and there’s a breeze from the north. The slope 
below me stretches away towards the valley; it’s bright with 
yellow flowering acacia, silvery trunks of gum trees, grey granite 
boulders tinged with orange sunlight. 

The sound of a high aircraft, buzz of a fly. A breeze comes 
through the cave, which is a great place for a bivvy. There are 
remains of a fire, and some hard rock to sleep on. 

pale green lichen 
clings to a vertical 
rock face 
holding on beside you 
in the long cold night 

Legoland:* a sense of regret that I didn’t grow up in these hills, 
on these rocks. I never climbed here; how nice it would be to 
sleep in a granite cave and spend the day climbing the tors. 
Sugarloaf and Hanging Rock were my playground and that was 
great. Perhaps I should have climbed more. I miss that feeling of 
anticipation with a rock face in front of me; and the relief and 
gratitude afterwards. But reading the exploits of others, those 
‘hard men: would I have survived? 

my fingers dance 
remembering 
the rock they gripped… 
granite and sandstone 
rhyolite and dolerite 

Looking over the Orroral valley so green today, the grey-olive 
hills behind, cloud shadows passing over the forest, sun glinting 
on granite outcrops. Orroral is a great linear valley, a fault line. 
Lunch in a cave, then I wander down to chat with the others. I 
feel sleepy, the sun comes out again. 

I become 
yet another lizard 
in the sun 
lying on a rock 
leisurely in Legoland 

Gerry Jacobson 

* Legoland comprises spectacular rock formations in Namadgi National Park 
reached by a trail starting at the Honeysuckle Creek car park.

Leisurely, in Legoland

Esther and Adrienne observing acUvity in the rock pool Bird tracks around  demised tadpoles on last day Soon to be frogs

View of Ready Cut Co-age and mountains
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PARKWATCH

Wollumbin, also known as Mount Warning.  
Photo by Wikimedia Commons

Aboriginal custodians to guide future of 
Wollumbin National Park 
The NSW Government has announced that, through the development 
of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with local Aboriginal 
custodians, the future of Wollumbin National Park will be guided by 
cultural beliefs. Wollumbin, also known as Mount Warning, is located in 
the Tweed Shire, in the far north of New South Wales and attracts an 
estimated 127,000 visitors annually. 

NSW environment minister James Griffin said the Wollumbin 
Consultative Group's long-standing view is that public access to the 

summit is not in line with the 
cultural values of the area. 

The mountain track has been 
closed since the start of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The MoU 
is under development but 
there are calls for the walk to 
reopen while its long-term 
future is decided. 

ABC News https://ab.co/3VI70mb 

Green light for KNP overhead power lines 
A controversial project to construct 8 kilometres of overhead power 
transmission lines in Kosciuszko National Park for the Snowy 2.0 
project has been approved by federal Environment Minister Tanya 
Plibersek after Snowy Hydro ruled out putting the powerlines 
underground due to financial and operational challenges 

The powerlines are set to be built west of Talbingo Reservoir to 
connect the Snowy 2.0 project to the National Electricity Market at 
Nurenmerenmong, east of Tumbarumba.  

The National Parks Association of NSW sees the decision as a cost-
saving measure and a deep blow for environmental protection to 
the high country. ‘They're saving money to allow them the cheapest 
way of slashing through a national park at the same time as their 
overall budget is skyrocketing,’ NPA chief executive Gary Dunnett 
said. 

ABC News http://bit.ly/3TOqFip 

Bunya pines under threat 
Hundreds of ancient bunya pines in Bunya Mountains National Park in 
southern Queensland are facing a growing threat from an invasive soil-
borne disease. The recent rain and upcoming third La Niña 
summer present the perfect conditions for phytophthora root-rot to 
spread. Hundreds of bunya pines are already infected, and rangers have 
called for tracks to be closed during wet weather to help limit the spread.  

The invasive soil-borne microorganism was first found in the Bunya 
Mountains in 
2011. Since then, 
about 50 sites 
have been 
identified. Trials 
are being 
conducted to help 
stop new 
infections of 
phytophthora, 
which is spread by 
feral pigs and the 
transport of soil 
on shoes and 
bikes.  

ABC Southern Qld  https://bit.ly/3LG6qkd 

New release of endangered birds in 
Riverina trial 
Fifteen critically endangered Plains-wanderers were 
released into Oolambeyan National Park in the Riverina 
in September as part of a conservation effort to save the 
birds from extinction. It is estimated that, as a result of 
predation and climate change, there are fewer than 
1,000 left in the wild.  

The latest release follows an earlier release of 10 zoo-
bred birds in March, of which four died and three went 
missing. New satellite technology is being used to track 
the latest release. The research is part of the NSW 
Government's Saving Our Species program, which is 
expected to last at least another year. Zoos across 
Australia are involved in the project. 

ABC Riverina  https://bit.ly/3r7klqg 

Fresh attempt to get Lake Malbena heli 
proposal off the ground 
Tasmanian entrepreneur Daniel Hackett is making with 
another attempt to gain federal approval for his 
controversial fly-in fly-out wilderness camping venture. 
He has submitted documents relating to his Lake 
Malbena heli-tourism proposal to federal minister Tanya 
Plibersek for approval.  

The plan has drawn protests from fly fishers, 
bushwalkers and environmental groups that the fly-
in fly-out helicopter would degrade wilderness values. 
Under the proposal, affluent campers would be flown by 
helicopter to access remote Halls Island in the Walls of 
Jerusalem National Park. Former environment minister 
Sussan Ley requested more information in 2020. 

ABC News  https://bit.ly/3RbrlNk 

Cane Toad corpses fed to freshwater 
crocs 
An innovative study is feeding chemical-laced Cane Toad 
corpses to freshwater crocodiles to train the reptiles to 
stop eating the deadly pest as it spreads across the 
Kimberley. The WA Department of Biodiversity, 
Conservation and Attractions says Cane Toads are likely 
to reach Derby by the end of this year. Unless they are 
checked, the poisonous toads will soon cover almost all 
the Kimberley, leaving populations of the region's 
important predators, like freshwater crocodiles, 
vulnerable. 

Last year 
researchers 
found 60 of 
the reptiles 
dead at 
Danggu 
Gorge 
National Park 
(formerly 
known as 
Geikie) but 
believe that 
the actual toll 
was much 
higher.  

ABC Kimberley https://bit.ly/3RgSIFz Bunya Pine (Araucaria bidwillii) 
Photo by Wikimedia Commons

Cane toad (Bufo marinus). Photo by Wikimedia

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Cane_toad.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mount_Warning_and_Tweed_Valley_NSW-1_(26674661884).jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Motueka_Araucaria_bidwillii_028.JPG
https://ab.co/3VI70mb
http://bit.ly/3TOqFip
https://bit.ly/3LG6qkd
mailto:https%3A//www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/visit-a-park/parks/oolambeyan-national-park
https://bit.ly/3r7klqg
https://bit.ly/3RbrlNk
https://bit.ly/3RgSIFz
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Endangered species bounce back in Tassie 
reserve 
Wallabies and pademelons, once banished from The Queens 
Domain, a nationally significant grassland and home to 
endangered species a half-hour stroll from the Hobart CBD, are 
coming back in force, as are more vulnerable species such as the 
Southern Brown Bandicoot and Eastern Barred Bandicoot. Tiny, 
native plants such as orchids, lilies, and Billy Buttons that thrive 
between clumps of native grass are also returning. 

Greg Lehman, Pro Vice-Chancellor of Aboriginal Leadership at the 
University of Tasmania, says the area was managed by Aboriginal 
people for ‘tens of thousands of years’. ‘In the Hobart area, it is 
the last surviving cultural landscape that has been created by 
Aboriginal burning over millennia,’ he said. 

ABC News https://ab.co/3TK68Mg 

Native seed garden launched on Kangaroo 
Island 
Following its most devastating bushfires on record in 2019–20, 
Kangaroo Island, SA, is establishing a native seed garden that 
will be a hub for education and research to protect its 
endangered species. One in four South Australian plants is 
threatened with some level of extinction.  

Kangaroo Island is home to nearly 900 native plant varieties and 
is an ecological haven due to its isolated, unspoilt natural 
environment. The Threatened Flora Seed Production Garden will 
be enclosed within an animal-proof fence inside Cygnet Park 
Sanctuary.  

Launched with the support of SA's Nature Conservation Society, 
Bio R and SA Seed Conservation Centre, the garden will act as 
‘an insurance policy’ in the case of future fires. 

ABC Rural  https://bit.ly/3BFwTdj 

Traditional owners regain more than  
360,000 ha of Cape York  
More than 362,000 hectares of Cape York land has been officially 
returned to its traditional owners. The Gudang Yadhaykenu, 
Atambaya and Angkamuthi (Seven Rivers) peoples were handed 
back land – which includes the Jardine River National Park – at a 
ceremony at Injinoo in September. 

It means all national parks in Cape York are now in the hands of 
traditional owners, as part of a 27-year-long Queensland 
Government program that has now delivered them more than 
4.3 million hectares – an area the size of Switzerland. The 
national park will be renamed Apudthama, which means 
‘together’. 

The Guardian https://bit.ly/3SxTTl4 

Rivers fouled in Royal National Park 
Conservation groups have called on NSW Environment and 
Heritage Minister James Griffin to take immediate action to stop 
repeated pollution incidents in Royal National Park following 
another spill of coal waste into the Hacking River, which runs 
through the heart of the park, in September. 

Sutherland Shire Environment Centre spokesperson Dr Catherine 
Reynolds described the event as ‘particularly shocking’ after 
similar coal sludge pollution last year and in 2020.  Peabody’s 
Metropolitan Colliery was fined $15,000 earlier this year. ‘This 
company has shown they cannot be trusted to operate anywhere 
near the Royal National Park,’ Dr Reynolds said. 

‘It’s way past time to rely upon the EPA tinkering with Peabody’s 
licence to discharge pollution into Royal National Park’, said NSW 
NPA’S Gary Dunnett.  ‘Environment Minister Griffin needs to fix 
this mess by instructing NPWS to investigate these repeated 
assaults on Royal National Park.’ 

NSW NPA  https://bit.ly/3LKQAF1 

‘Pivotal step’ in NSW park management 
The NSW Government’s decision in August to grant legal 
authority to the Aboriginal ranger organisation Gamay Rangers 
in Kamay Botany Bay National Park and Towra Point Reserve 
has been welcomed by the National Parks Association of NSW. 

NPA CEO Gary Dunnett said the decision to grant the Gamay 
Rangers equal partnership with the NSW National Parks and 
Wildlife Service (NPWS) was a pivotal step in the future of 
national park and reserve management in New South Wales. 

‘It’s the first time an Aboriginal ranger organisation will work 
alongside NPWS as an equal partner in managing a reserve,’ 
Gary said. ‘Granting the Gamay Rangers legal authority of 

Kamay Botany Bay National 
Park and Towra Point Reserve 
will enshrine cultural practices 
and local knowledge in the 
management plans for these 
reserves.’ 

NPA looked forward to seeing 
similar reserve management 
partnerships across the state, 
he said.  

NSW NPA  
 https://tinyurl.com/38h56tps 

Building homes for Northern Quolls 
Homes are being built for endangered Northern Quolls in Far 
North Queensland, to entice them back into what was ‘quoll 
country’ in the days before Cane Toads. Northern Quolls all but 
disappeared from savannah land after the arrival of Cane 
Toads, but researchers say the small populations that survived 
and live in patches of rocky country above savannah land, 
have learned to avoid eating them. 

Now dens are being built around the edges of hillsides at 
Australian Wildlife Conservancy’s (AWC) Brooklyn Wildlife 
Sanctuary, north of the Atherton Tablelands, to help increase 
quoll numbers and reconnect populations. 

Dr Manuela Fischer, AWC Wildlife Ecologist, said the project 
was critical to ensuring quolls can return to Cane-Toad infested 
areas and thrive in Far North Queensland. 

Australian Wildlife Conservancy  https://bit.ly/3BIR2Py 

New marine parks Buccaneer Bay 
Archipelago  
Following an extensive consultation and planning process, 
three new marine parks have been established in the 
Kimberley’s Buccaneer Archipelago. The Bardi Jawi Gaarra, 
Mayala and Maiyalam marine parks together total more than 
600,000 hectares. 

In a WA first, the parks have been co-designed and will be 
jointly managed by traditional owners and the Department of 
Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions. The zoning will 
ensure that conservation areas and areas of cultural 
significance to the Dambeemangarddee, Mahala, Bardi Jawi 
saltwater people are protected. 

A sector support package 
will be developed with 
the community and the 
fishing sector to ensure 
the continuation of 
sustainable fisheries, 
high-quality fishing 
experiences and support 
for local industries. 

WA Parks Foundation 
  https://bit.ly/3SAIYaC 

Buccaneer Archipelago. Photo by Wikipedia

Northern Quoll. Photo by Wikipedia

https://ab.co/3TK68Mg
https://bit.ly/3BFwTdj
https://bit.ly/3SxTTl4
https://bit.ly/3LKQAF1
http://www.apple.com/au/
https://npansw.org.au/2022/08/08/gamay-rangers-legal-authority-in-kamay-botany-bay-national-park-welcomed/
https://www.australianwildlife.org/where-we-work/brooklyn/
https://www.australianwildlife.org/where-we-work/brooklyn/
https://bit.ly/3BIR2Py
https://bit.ly/3SAIYaC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buccaneer_Archipelago
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poison_shyness
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National parks boost mental health: new 
research  
New research reported in The Conversation shows protected areas 
in Australia boost the mental health of visitors, seen in productivity 
gains of up to 11 per cent for people who visit at least once a 
month. Nationwide, that means our national parks give us a 
productivity gain of 1.8 per cent and cut healthcare costs by 0.6 per 
cent. The research found the therapeutic effects of nature for 
mentally unhealthy park visitors are 2.5 times greater than for 
mentally healthy visitors.  

In a warning against ‘privatisation by stealth’ of national parks, the 
researchers says access to nature in national parks is one of the few 
free mental health boosts available to the less well-off as well as the 
wealthy. ‘If creeping privatisation takes root in our parks – replacing 
campsites with expensive accommodation – those who most need 
the boost from nature will find it harder to get.’  

The Conversation  https://bit.ly/3dJ2suA 

Qld puts ecotourism in national parks project 
on hold 
The Queensland Government has delayed key private ecotourism 
projects in national parks for further consideration, the Brisbane 
Times reports. A whole-of-government committee will 
comprehensively review aspects of ecotourism and government-led 
ecotourism projects, including guidelines and approvals processes, 
and report back by 2023. Individual projects such as the Wangetti 
Trail and Coloola Great Walk have been pushed back by up to 4 
years, and are now due for completion in 2028. 

Queensland Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk last month released 
Towards Tourism 2032, outlining plans to refine the state’s tourism 
offering and increase annual revenue from $19 billion to $44 billion 
by the 2032 Olympics and Paralympics. 

The government has 
invested significantly in 
ecotourism but the 
Towards Tourism 2032 
document reveals it will 
progress only pilot state-
led ecotourism projects 
by 2028. 

Brisbane Times 
 http://bit.ly/3AgoX27 

Mixed reactions to Abrolhos Islands plans 
The WA Government has released plans to manage tourism and 
conservation at the Abrolhos Islands, an archipelago of more than 
120 islands located 60 kilometres off the coast of Geraldton and 
declared a national park in 2019. 

The three-part plan to manage the area over the next 10 years aims 
to make it more accessible to tourists without putting wildlife, 
industry and heritage sites at risk. Some stakeholders are 
concerned increased tourism would put areas of natural and cultural 
significance at risk, whereas City of Greater Geraldton councillor 
Victor Tanti says the plans don't go far enough to turn the islands 
into a popular tourist destination. 

Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development officer 
said land-based experiences 
such as low-impact camping 
have not been ruled out and, 
while no camping is currently 
permitted in the national park, 
that could change in the future. 

ABC News 
 http://bit.ly/3A8hSR1 

Green light for KNP overhead power 
lines 
A controversial project to construct 8 kilometres of 
overhead power transmission lines in Kosciuszko National 
Park for the Snowy 2.0 project has been approved by 
federal Environment Minister Tanya Plibersek after Snowy 
Hydro ruled out putting the powerlines underground due to 
financial and operational challenges. 

The powerlines are set to be built west of Talbingo 
Reservoir to connect the Snowy 2.0 project to the National 
Electricity Market at Nurenmerenmong, east of 
Tumbarumba.  

The National Parks Association of NSW sees the decision as 
a cost-saving measure and a deep blow for environmental 
protection to the High Country. ‘They're saving money to 
allow them the cheapest way of slashing through a national 
park at the same time as their overall budget is 
skyrocketing,’ NPA chief executive Gary Dunnett said. 

ABC News http://bit.ly/3TOqFip 

AWC seeks name for newest sanctuary 
Australian Wildlife Conservancy’s (AWC) newest wildlife 
sanctuary, situated less than three hours north of Sydney, 
comprises almost 4,000-hectare of topographically complex 
ridges and ranges, dry sclerophyll forests and wet 
rainforest.  

The brand-new and still unnamed sanctuary is located on 
the Traditional Lands of the Worimi Nation. AWC is seeking 
to consult with the Local Aboriginal Land Council on an 
appropriate name.  

The sanctuary will protect high quality forest habitat for 
endangered koalas and is expected to provide a major 
contribution towards their conservation. Surrounded on 
three sides by significant natural forest and sharing a 
boundary with Ghin-Doo-Ee National Park and Myall River 
State Forest, the sanctuary is an important forested corridor 
for wildlife.  

AWC scientists estimate that the new sanctuary likely 
supports more than 100 vertebrate species, including 12 
listed as threatened, –and more than 200 plant species.  

AWC Wildlife Matters http://bit.ly/3UWb8hp 

VIC minister rejects bikes in national 
park proposal 
Months after the decision was originally expected to be 
made, Victoria’s planning minister, Lizzie Blandthorn, last 
month rejected the largest sections of the proposed 
‘Warburton Mountain Bike Destination’, labelling them 
‘unacceptable’ for construction in the Yarra Ranges National 
Park.  

The Victorian National Parks Association (VNPA) 
campaigned to show that clearing habitat, risking wildlife 
and compromising the biosecurity of the Yarra Ranges 
National Park contradicts the conservation objectives of the 
National Parks Act.  

Welcoming the minister’s decision, VNPA said that along 
with local groups, experts and conservationists, ‘we 
participated in many days of hearings, contributed lengthy 
submissions, and brought expert witnesses and legal 
representation to demonstrate the importance of keeping 
large-scale development out of the protected area’. 

VNPA http://bit.ly/3tqrnaz  

Compiled by Allan Sharp

CapUon: A mountain bike rider at Palm Cove on the 
WangeH Trail. Photo: Queensland Government

Abrolhos Islands. Photo: Tourism Western Australia

https://bit.ly/3dJ2suA
http://bit.ly/3AgoX27
http://bit.ly/3A8hSR1
http://bit.ly/3TOqFip
http://bit.ly/3UWb8hp
https://vnpa.org.au/campaigns/warburton/
https://vnpa.org.au/campaigns/warburton/
https://vnpa.org.au/campaigns/warburton/
http://bit.ly/3tqrnaz
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NPA ACT welcomes  
the following new members: 

Lena Ostrovskaya  

Sharon Doig  

Sally Eldridge  

Sharon Hunter  

Marie Santsingh  

Ana Vidal & Eroni Volavola  

Sara Rapp & children Anna, Alasdair & Andrew  

Jarmin Thornberry  

Steve Perry  

Charlotte Poole  

Ian Hocking  

Peter, Lily & Margot Watson  

Sarah Dinning  

Peter Abbott  

Noelia Pinto  

Joanne Tilbrook  

We look forward to seeing you  
at NPA activities

NPA bulletin board

GBRG Christmas party at Gudgenby Cottage 
   Saturday 10 December after a morning work party 

Please see the outings program, but check the  
website closer to the date for possible changes.

NPA Christmas party at Wildbark 
Our annual Christmas party will be held at Wildbark, the new 
centre at Mulligan’s Flat, on  

Sunday, 4 December, from 11.30am until 3.30pm.  

The address is 25 Rosenberg Street Throsby. The party will be 
held in the Education Centre – to make sure we’ll all stay dry 
regardless of the weather. 

Catch up with old friends and new, and bring friends, family and 
food and drinks to share. If you like a bit of exercise before lunch, 
there will be a walk from Wildbark at 9.30am exploring some of 
the trails originating from there. See the Outings program in this 
issue of the Bulletin for details and to register.  

Contact Rosemary Hollow at rosiehollow@gmail.com if you have 
any queries, or to let us know you’ll be along.  
Rosemary and the Committee look forward to seeing you all. 

Wanted: NPA Bulletin editor 
We are looking for an editor to join our voluntary NPA Bulletin team. The 
Bulletin is published in print and online quarterly, with each issue being 
the responsibility of one of a group of four editors. You would edit one 
quarterly issue a year. The job entails soliciting and assessing 
contributions of material relevant to NPA ACT and its aims, liaising with 
contributors, working with a copyeditor, graphic designer and proofreader, 
and overseeing printing and distribution. Some experience in editing and 
print production would be an advantage, but training would be available 
to the right person interested in learning and taking on the role.  

If you would like to discuss, please contact Allan at 0435 819 015 
or sharpaw4@gmail.com

Can you help us with a bit of NPA history?  
With an organisation that has been 
active for more than 60 years, 
memories grow dim about some 
significant aspects of our history. The 
recent adoption of a new logo featuring 
the ACT floral emblem, the Royal 
Bluebell against a mountain backdrop 
is one such significant change and has prompted some 
to inquire about the origins of the previous logo. 

 The logo made its first appearance on the cover of the 
June – July 1971 issue of the Bulletin. Prior to that, the 
cover featured a Brush-tail possum. 

A report on the ‘new look’ thanks Miss Norma Price and 
‘our publisher, Mr Chris Fowler for designing the cover. 
‘They have incorporated the Association’s badge which 
was designed several years ago by Mr Ed. Slater. The 
Kangaroo and Emu ‘footprints’ symbolise the two 
animals in the Australian Coat of Arms – placed either 
side of a shield spelling out A.C.T.’  

We would be interested to learn more about how Ed 
Slater’s design came about with the aim of publishing 
an article on the history of the logo in a future issue of 
the Bulletin. If you can throw more light on the subject, 
please contact Allan at sharpaw4@gmail.com.

Native bees of the ACT and NSW 
South Coast – A spotter’s guide 
This guidebook will introduce readers to the 
gentle art of spotting and identifying native 
bees. It highlights the many and varied native 
bees in the ACT and NSW South Coast region. 
It is highly illustrated and written in non-
technical language to assist readers to become 
familiar with the local native bees. It also 
provides simple visual clues to assist in 
identifying the major bee groups and many 
individual species.  

The aim of the book is for everybody to 
become native bee spotters and advocates for native bee conservation.  

Available at local bookshops and online. See further information at 
www.nativebeesACT.net. 

The author Peter Abbott is a member of the NPA ACT Inc.

mailto:rosiehollow@gmail.com
mailto:sharpaw4@gmail.com?subject=NPA%20Bulletin%20editor
http://www.nativebeesACT.net
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NPA books are available from some bookshops (e.g. ANBG), or contact the association office.

More for your calendar December January February March

Committee meetings (5:30 pm to 7pm) Thursday 1st – Thursday 3rd Thursday 3rd

General meetings 
Starting in February the general meetings will be held on the third Thursday of the month at 
Weston Creek Uniting Church Hall, 16 Parkinson Street, Weston, at 7.30pm

Thursday 16 February 
Protecting Namadgi wetlands from feral deer  

Louisa Roberts and Mark Elford 
With feral deer populations increasing across the country, 
the Commonwealth funded a project, initiated in 2019, to 
trial options to monitor and reduce Sambar Deer populations 
in ACT subalpine areas. Program Coordinator Louisa Roberts 
and Senior Ranger Mark Elford, from the ACT Parks and 
Conservation Service, will report on 
the trial, which included the first use 
of thermally assisted aerial control. 
The results have been extremely 
effective and provide a model to 
control large vertebrate pests across 
the ACT.

Aims and objectives of the Association 

• Promotion of national parks and of measures for the protection 
of fauna and flora, scenery, natural features and cultural 
heritage in the Australian Capital Territory and elsewhere, and 
the reservation of specific areas. 

• Interest in the provision of appropriate outdoor recreation 
areas. 

• Stimulation of interest in, and appreciation and enjoyment of, 
such natural phenomena and cultural heritage by organised 
field outings, meetings or any other means. 

• Cooperation with organisations and persons having similar 
interests and objectives. 

• Promotion of, and education for, conservation, and the 
planning of landuse to achieve conservation. 

Membership subscription rates (1 July to 30 June) 
The subscription rate is $22, which includes a digital copy of 
our Bulletin. 
If you want to receive a printed copy of the Bulletin, the 
subscription rates are: 
 Household membership $44  Single members              $38.50 
 Corporate membership $33  Full-time student/Pensioner  $22 
Note: All the above subscription categories reduce to $11 if 
a donation of $100 or more is made.  

Office-bearers 
 President         
 Vice President       
 Secretary        
 Treasurer         

Committee members 
 Esther Gallant 

 Cynthia Burton 
 Jennifer Carter 
 Viv Schweizer 
 Mike Bremers 
 Hugh Coppell 
 Rod Griffiths 

 Alison Russell-French 
Allan Sharp 

Conveners 

Bulletin Working Group   
Cultural Subcommittee    
Environment Subcommittee   
Outings Subcommittee 
Publications Subcommittee 
Promotion & Outreach Subcommittee 
Work Party Co-ordinator

National Parks Association of the ACT Incorporated (Inaugurated 1960)

Allan Sharp 
Rosemary Holllow 

Rod Griffiths 
Mike Bremers 
Kevin McCue 
Allan Sharp 

Martin Chalk

Immediate Past President 
Membership liaison 
Public Officer 
Minutes Secretary

Rosemary Hollow 
Tor Wilson 
<vacant> 

Jan Gatenby

Macleays swallowtail. 
Photo by Suzi Bond



For information on NPA ACT activities, please visit our  

website: http://www.npaact.org.au and follow us: 

 Instagram:  https://www.instagram.com/npa_act/ 

 Twitter: https://twitter.com/Lovenature321 

 Facebook:  www.facebook.com/NationalParksAssociationOfTheACT

http://www.npaact.org.au
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