NPA wins Chief Minister’s Canberra
Gold Award!

NPA was presented with the Canberra
Gold Award at a huge public ceremony
featuring Chief Minister Jon Stanhope
together with media, business, sporting
and political celebrities at the Erindale
Vikings Club on 12 March 2010. The
award is available to all individuals and
groups who have lived or operated in the
ACT for more than 50 years. We were in
exalted company, if somewhat venerable.
This is the first year NPA has been
eligible—we made the 50 years with
11 days to spare. This year 251 individuals and 24 groups received awards,
with the major award of 2010 Canberra

From the president
for 2010–11. From this reduced amount
the parks and conservation staff have to
meet increased costs and an overcommitment from 2009–10, so the real impact
of the cuts is not yet known. Sport and
Recreation, on the other hand, grew from
$20.0 million to $26.5 million, so there
was by no means a uniform tightening of
the purse strings. The measures
announced to celebrate the International
Year of Biodiversity were rebadged
breeding
programs
and
routine
revegetation and weed control.
Then the Federal Budget added insult
to injury: among deep cuts to the

Citizen of the Year going not, as perhaps
one would expect, to a particular citizen
but to the combined Rotary Clubs of
Canberra. Congratulations to them all,
individually and collectively.
Our award was presented to Vice
President Chris Emery by Bishop Pat
Power, last year’s Canberra Citizen of
the Year. At the function a group of our
keen committee members also managed
to collar the Chief Minister, and Chris
was able to present him with a copy of
the Golden Anniversary Edition of our
NPA Bulletin, which he graciously
accepted.

Above left. Bishop Pat Power, 2009
Canberra Citizen of the Year, presents
NPA Vice President Chris Emery,
representing the NPA, with the Chief
Minister’s Canberra Gold Award
certificate.
Above. NPA committee members Annette
Smith, Sonja Lenz, Chris Emery and
Judy Kelly with Chief Minister Jon
Stanhope (centre).
Photos Max Lawrence.

(continued)

environment portfolio, the national parks
program was slashed by $65 million, and
$11 million was ‘pruned’ from landcare
programs. There was nothing for the
International Year of Biodiversity. It is
hard to find the right words to describe
our disappointment and frustration. We
looked to our political leaders in the face
of a looming crisis and they have let us
down badly.

coming up this year we need to ask those
looking for our votes in both the Senate
and the House of Representatives to
commit openly and honestly to funding
the work which needs to be done to take
care of our environment. Sustaining our
national parks and nature reserves is a
matter important enough to make it the
deal-breaker for your vote.
Christine Goonrey
May 2010

Let’s keep them honest
But the power to change this still rests
with us. With the Federal election

Nominations for NPA ACT committee and office bearers for 2010–11
Nominations are sought for committee members and office bearers for the election at the Annual General
Meeting on 19 August 2010.
[This form can be photocopied and used for nominations.]
We nominate .................................................... for the position of ............................................. in the NPA ACT for 2010–11
Proposed by ..................................................... (signature)
Seconded by ..................................................... (signature)

I accept the nomination ........................................... (signature)
.............................. (date)
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Celebrating 50 years of NPA ACT
2.

1.

3.

Monday, 1 March 2010
National Film and Sound Archive,
Acton ACT
Guest speaker: Professor Rick Shine,
Professor of Evolutionary
Biology, University of Sydney
Book launch: Special compilation of
Dr Nancy T Burbidge’s series,
Eyes or No Eyes.
The Event of the Half Century was a
huge success. Let the photos
speak for themselves.

4.

4
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6.

7.

Photographs
(by Sabine Friedrich unless otherwise indicated)
Front cover (main photograph)
NPA President Christine Goonrey opens proceedings in the very room
where it all started 50 years ago to the day. The National Film and Sound
Archive was then the Institute of Anatomy.
These pages
1. Shane Rattenbury, Greens MLA and Speaker of the Legislative Assembly,
formally opens the celebrations on behalf of Minister Corbell, who was
unable to attend.
2. Foundation member and Life Member Fiona MacDonald Brand
recalls the events of 1960, which she attended.
3. Special Guest Speaker, Richard Shine, recalls his progress from
winning an NPA schools essay competition in 1966 (his subject
was red-bellied black snakes) to his present position as Professor
of Evolutionary Biology at the University of Sydney (photo by
Adrienne Nicholson).
4. Refreshments in the courtyard at the NFSA.
5. Fiona MacDonald Brand officially launches NPA’s book Eyes or
No Eyes, a collection originally written by Dr Nancy Burbidge
and published as a series of line drawings and nature notes in
early editions of the NPA Bulletin.
6. Amanda Caldwell with partner Rod Griffiths among the happy
crowd.
7. John Hibberd, Executive Director ConsACT.
8. Alan Bagnall and Christine Goonrey.
9. Kevin McCue and Mike Smith toasting everyone.
10. Esther Gallant, Martin Chalk and Adrienne Nicholson.
11. Barbara Slotemaker de Bruine and Syd Comfort.
12. Ron and Gail Burns, Beverley Hammond, Doreen Wilson and Annette
Smith.

8.

9.

10.

12.

11.
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Monitoring the impact of mass orienteering
on Namadgi National Park
In August 2009, NPA ACT heard that
Orienteering ACT was planning a
national orienteering event to be held
over Easter 2010 in the Orroral Valley in
Namadgi National Park. With plans for
around 1000 competitors and spectators
the size of the event was of concern.

Management plan limits on
numbers engaging in
recreational activities
In our response to the new Draft Plan of
Management for Namadgi National Park
(November 2005 ) we had supported,
with modifications, a table (Schedule 3)
setting out the management requirements
of different sizes of organised
recreational events, with a stated
maximum limit of 400 people in Park
Zone 2 (Semi-remote zone). By the time
the draft plan was referred to the ACT
Assembly Standing Committee on
Planning and Environment (December
2007) for consideration, the table had
disappeared. NPA made a comprehensive
submission to the Committee, and three
representatives, led by President
Christine Goonrey, appeared before it
(June 2008), advocating the return of the
table. In its report (August 2008) the
Assembly Committee recommended the
return of the table.

Chief Minister says no
restriction on numbers
In the light of NPA’s position on large
events NPA began making strong
representations to Chief Minister
Stanhope (September 2009) that the size
of the orienteering event should be
restricted. The Chief Minister’s response
was that the event would go ahead
without a restriction on numbers
(October 2009). Meanwhile the event
was moved to Gudgenby Valley to avoid
Easter visitors to Orroral Valley.
The NPA Committee began to look at
a range of options for achieving a more
prescriptive approach to the approval of
large-scale events in the absence of any
definite guidance in the final draft
Management Plan. It was decided to
engage
with
representatives
of
Orienteering ACT to find some common
ground for reducing the impact of the
Easter event and support for some
specific directions on event management
to be included in the new Plan of
Management for Namadgi National Park.
In a meeting on 13 January 2010, facil6

itated by PCL Southern
Region Manager Brett
McNamara,
President
Christine Goonrey met
with Andy Hogg of
Orienteering ACT. After
some discussion Brett put
a proposal to both parties
that he approach Cormac
Farrell of Aurecon (a
multidisciplinary
professional and technical
services consultancy) to
do
an
independent
longitudinal
survey
around the event. The
NPA committee agreed to
this and Rod Griffiths,
Sarah Sharp and I were
nominated
as
NPA
representatives.

Post-event data collection on a transect which passes
through the final control visited by over 800 contestants.
Cormac Farrell on the ground is collecting the data and
David Hogg is recording it.
Photo Clive Hurlstone

Monitoring the environmental
impact
A Steering Committee chaired by Brett
McNamara met on Monday 25 January
with Mike Rawnsley, Namadgi NP
Manager, Andy and David Hogg from
Orienteering ACT, Cormac Farrell from
Aurecon, and Sarah Sharp and myself
from NPA. The study was to be
commissioned by Orienteering ACT and
the Parks Service. There was unanimous
agreement
that
environmental
monitoring of the orienteering event
would consider what levels of impact
could reasonably be detected, what the
ecological context of any detected
impacts were, and how long the impacts
persist. It was agreed that an acceptable
level of change would be when impacts
did not persist for more than 12 months.
The orienteering course setters had been
advised by park management which sites
within the overall area should not have
checkpoints (known as controls) located
on them or be traversed by competitors,
and it was agreed that some additional
sample points would be placed in these
sites to act as reference sites.

Landscape functional analysis
(LFA) system adopted
Discussion on making an environmental
assessment of the orienteering event
followed, including the suitability of a
monitoring scheme proposed by
Aurecon. A proposal from Sarah to use
Landscape Functional Analysis (LFA), a
procedure for monitoring and assessing
NPA BULLETIN − JUNE 2010

landscapes, developed by CSIRO
scientists D J Tongway and N L Hindley
was discussed and seen as potentially a
more suitable method of monitoring.
This method involves measuring
11 indicators including groundcover, rain
interception and a soil slake test to
develop three indices that provide a
rating of landscape functionality. It was
decided that committee members would
familiarise themselves with the LFA
procedure and carry out a site visit to
look at the practicalities of applying this
procedure.

Monitoring sites selected
The Committee met at Namadgi Visitor
Centre on Wednesday 10 February and,
after some further explaining and
clarification on LFA methodology from
Sarah, we went down to the Gudgenby
Valley. Near Gudgenby homestead we
visited the most accessible part of the
event area, including the proposed car
park and two control points, to look at
the practicalities of setting up and
investigating transects. We set up an offcourse transect to further familiarise
ourselves with the methodology. It was
agreed that the monitoring would use
10 metre transects at up to five control
points, and would include one control
with a drink station, a route of
competitor concentration next to an
exclusion zone and the car park, and that
monitoring would take place just before
and just after the event. One critical
advantage was that the number of
competitors expected at each control
(continued next page)

NPA Notices

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Membership fees are now due – see inserts.
Technicolour and Cinemascope
The Anniversary NPA Bulletin was the first time our little
publication appeared in full colour throughout. We were
pretty pleased with it, and we had positive feedback from
our contributors and readers.
The NPA management committee has accordingly agreed
to colour being used for the remaining three 2010 editions
of the NPA Bulletin, starting with this one. Whether we continue in 2011 will be decided at the end of the year, the
result depending on feedback from members and the state of
our finances. Printing in colour does add quite significantly
to the cost of our Bulletin.
Editor

All members of the association are invited to attend the
Annual General Meeting to be held at the Uniting Church
Hall, O’Connor at 8:00pm on
Thursday 19 August 2010
Business: Minutes of the 2009 AGM President’s report
Financial report
Appointment of auditor
Election of office-bearers and committee
Any other business.
Note. All office-bearer and committee positions become
vacant at the AGM.
Nominations for the ensuing year are welcome. Please use
copies of the form on page 3 to nominate
members for office-bearer and committee
positions for the coming year.
Following the formal business and guest speakers, members
are invited to the traditional AGM supper.

Monitoring the impact of mass orienteering on Namadgi NP
point could be estimated in advance, and
then confirmed using the event data. The
species and numbers of significant
weeds adjacent to the transects were also
recorded.

Pre- and immediate post-event
data collection
The pre-event data collection took place
over two days on Monday 22 and
Thursday 25 March. Cormac Farrell did
the indicator assessment, with David
Hogg and I assisting in the transect set
up and data recording.
The Gudgenby Valley part of the
‘Australian
3 Days
Orienteering
Carnival’ was held on Easter Saturday,
3 April. Competitors and spectators car
pooled at the Namadgi Visitor Centre
reducing the potential number of cars
travelling to Gudgenby by one-third,
to 304. Most of the controls were
amongst rocky outcrops in woodland or
dry forest. The event was run in fine
weather and there were 827 competitors
in the different competition classes. The
monitored control points were visited by
295, 136, 333, 270 (2 transects), 390 and
827 contestants, and the transect at the
edge of the exclusion zone was crossed
by 520 contestants.

Separate monitoring by
Orienteering ACT
Orienteering ACT has also begun its
own impact-monitoring project of this
event. This is being done by David Hogg
and Frank Ingwersen. The main purpose
of that monitoring is to provide
quantitative guidance to orienteering
course planners on the maximum
number of competitors that could pass
through individual controls without
causing specific levels of impact. The

monitoring involves pre- and post-event
observations, followed by recording of
disturbance, using a score system and
photographs, at 6-monthly intervals.
This is being done in a 1 metre diameter
circle centred on 25 controls and other
disturbance close by. Most of these
controls were separate from those used
in the LFA monitoring program and the
number of visitations to these controls
ranged from 66 to 450. I assisted David
and Frank in their post-event monitoring
on Tuesday 6 April.

Longer term monitoring using LFA
The post-event monitoring using the
LFA peocedure was carried out by
Cormac Farrell, again assisted by David
Hogg and myself, in fine weather on
Thursday 8 April. The data collection
went well and was completed in a single
day. On the day, observing the area
around controls, light disturbance of
litter and grass trampling could be seen,
and the routes that runners had followed
across the grassland to the final control
and across the gully to the finishing line
stood out. The car-parking area was
evident as strips of light-brown
vegetation, mostly clover crushed by the
passage and parking of vehicles. A
single, long transect in the car park had
been set up and data collected pre-event
following a recommendation from Sarah
that a long transect could cover a good
representation of the impact if it
occurred. Using this transect it was
possible, after the event, to observe and
collect data from three distinct zones:
upper car park bays, middle and lower
car park bays and wheel tracks from
traffic movement areas.
Cormac has begun to process the
data and is confident that the LFA
NPA BULLETIN − JUNE 2010

(continued)

procedure will detect and quantify
impacts, and that detectable impacts
seem to occur when more than 300
competitors visit a checkpoint. The
grassland near the last control, which
had 827 runners passing through it, has
stood up well with relatively little
change in the integrity of the plant
cover.
Cormac will visit the site over winter
and early spring to see if there are any
developments, and more data collection
will take place in late spring when some
plant growth has happened and again
next autumn.

Where will all this work take us
and is it worth the effort?
The
report
commissioned
by
Orienteering
ACT
and
Parks
Conservation and Lands on the impact
of the Gudgenby Valley section of the
‘Australian 3 Days Orienteering
Carnival’ will give all concerned an
objective view of the impact of this
event and a reasonable indication of the
impact of possible future events of a
similar size held in autumn, in dry
weather, on granite terrain in Namadgi
National Park. I hope the report will
inform future development of policy
guidelines by the Department of
Territory and Municipal Services to
assist the assessment of proposed events
of different types and sizes in the park
and the selection of appropriate areas for
such events in Zone 2 (Semi remote
zone).
It will also establish the value of the
LFA procedure for monitoring change in
Namadgi National Park as part of the
suite of tools to underpin science-based
management.
Clive Hurlstone
7

National Parks — can they take the heat?

NPA Symposium 2010
7-8 May 2010

The NPA Symposium in session at the CSIRO Discovery Centre, 7 May 2010. (Photo by Max Lawrence)

The pace accelerates in our fifty-first
year! The symposium held in Canberra
shortly after our birthday celebrations
was the third in the current series
convened by immediate past president
Kevin McCue and, in many respects, it
was the most ambitious yet. And in
retrospect it could strongly be argued to
be the most successful yet, albeit against
very strong competition. Kevin, with
Sonja Lenz and team, have done well
again. But at the end of the day it
remains the case that we need,
collectively as a society, to do very much
more than just identify and understand
the issues.
The symposium was officially
opened by Mary Porter AM MLA,
representing
Chief
Minister
Jon
Stanhope, who was unable to attend on
the day. The symposium was made
possible with assistance from an ACT
Government Environment Grant.
In total, 108 members and visitors
registered for the event, which was again
held at CSIRO’s Discovery Centre. The
two previous symposiums in Kevin’s
series as convenor were Caring for
Namadgi – Science and People in 2006
and Corridors for Survival in a
Changing World in 2008. An earlier
symposium was held in 1985 on the
occasion of NPA’s Silver Anniversary
following on from the declaration of the
southern half of the ACT as a national
park (Namadgi!). The proceedings of
that first symposium, Australia’s alpine
areas: management for conservation,
edited by Dr Kevin Frawley, were
published in 1986.
In line with the overwhelming
concern of global warming the main

themes addressed by the 2010
Symposium were:
• Changing expectations of national
parks
• Timelines for climate change
• Treasures in national parks
• After the drought?
• Reducing the risk for threatened
species
• Resilient cities / national parks
• Tourism, population and recreational
pressure
• Living with fire.
These themes were approached from
different angles by a wide variety of
speakers, who included scientists from
academia and government, members of

our own Parks, Conservation and Lands
service and, perhaps most importantly,
fellow members of our sister NPAs and
organisations from all of the states and
territories of Australia. These wonderful
fellow travellers were all in Canberra,
not by accident, for the regular meeting
of the National Parks Australia Council
(NPAC) on the days preceding the
symposium.
Our interstate guests were billeted
with NPA ACT hosts over the weekend,
and not only were solid working
relationships forged in the ‘good cause’
over the few days, but warm friendships
were made — helped of course by
Christine Goonrey and Kevin McCue’s
respective roles as President and
Treasurer of NPAC.
A feature of all of the latest series of
NPA symposiums has been the prior
printing of proceedings, whereby
participants receive a volume containing
copies of the papers to be presented
when they arrive. Proceedings for the
2006 and 2008 symposiums are still
available. Printed copies of the
proceedings of the 2010 symposium
have run out, but the papers are still
available on compact disc. Contact the
NPA ACT office, or make your purchase
at one of our monthly general meetings.
Max Lawrence
Convenor Kevin McCue at the lectern with
speaker Sally Hunt, Coordinator of the
Hotspots Fire Project. (photo by Sabine
Friedrich)
Note the great 50th anniversary lectern sign
kindly made for us by NPA member Paul
Mlakar, using the anniversary logo design by
Sabine Friedrich.

Captions for photos opposite page, NPA picnic at Namadgi Visitor Centre
Photos by Sabine Friedrich unless otherwise attributed.
1. The happy picnic gathering.
2. Max Lawrence and Mike Smith cookin’ snags, joined by Barrie
Ridgway (centre).
3. Martin Chalk introduces the presentation of the reconstructed
1979 audio-visual by Glyn Lewis promoting the establishment of
A National Park for the National Capital.
4. Christine Goonrey dispensing very generous gifts to her
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committee, this one to Sabine (photo by Max Lawrence).
5. Chris Emery and Di Thompson.
6. Syd Comfort, Sabine Friedrich and Clive Hurlstone.
7. Members and friends gathered in the theatrette at the Namadgi Visitor
Centre for the audio-visual presentation.
8. Rangers Lee Pointon and Dave Whitfield, with NPA President
Christine, deciding how best to cut the cake — chainsaw or axe ??
Apologies to cook Sabine.
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50th Anniversary picnic and barbeque
Sunday, 21 March 2010
Namadgi Visitor Centre, Tharwa
This happy occasion occurred in
wonderful (if a bit windy!) Canberra
autumn weather, with generous support
from staff and management of ACT
Parks Conservation and Lands. Our
membership and friends turned out in
force to enjoy each others’ company in
such excellent surroundings, to see the
reconstructed audiovisual presentation
put together by Martin Chalk, Sabine
Friedrich and others from material
prepared originally by Glyn Lewis in the
late 1970s to promote A National Park
for the National Capital, and to (more or
less formally) launch the NPA’s Special
Anniversary edition of the NPA Bulletin.
An occasion to be remembered and
cherished. Both the video and additional
copies of the Anniversary Bulletin may
be acquired at the Association’s monthly
general meetings.
Photos (captions at foot of facing page) by
Sabine Friedrich, unless otherwise
acknowledged.

1.

3.

2.
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4.

6.

5.

7.
8.
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A land of drought and flooding rains
At NPA’s February general meeting our
guest speaker was Clem Davis. Mr Davis
is currently a visiting fellow at the
ANU’s Fenner School of Environment
and Society, but he is best remembered
for his 33-year career as a meteorologist
(weather forecaster) with the Bureau of
Meteorology, including nine years in
charge of the Bureau’s Canberra
operation. During his Canberra career
Clem was a familiar voice on TV and
radio, and happened to be on duty on the
morning of 18 January 2003, a day none
of us will ever forget.
The topic of Clem’s talk was ‘The
climate influences behind why Australia
is called a land of drought and flooding
rains’. His underlying thesis was that
broad understanding of the volatile but
essentially dry nature of the Australian
climate is not a new thing, but that
modern science is contributing much to
the understanding of why it is so — and
why it is changing.
Dorothea Mackellar’s iconic poem
My Country was written about a hundred
years ago, and Goyder drew his famous
line in South Australia even before that.
Goyder based his work on a study of the
native vegetation, which had adapted to
long-term climate and which, unlike the
early farmers, was not deceived by a run
of good seasons that would prove
ephemeral. Similarly, kangaroos and
Australian plants have evolved to
manage their reproductive cycles to
capitalise on the good times (the floods)
and to survive the bad times (the
droughts). Australia has the greatest
variability in rainfall of all of the
continents and it has, or had, the natural
biodiversity to go with that status.
There are four main drivers of
broadscale weather patterns:
• heat (the sun)
• the earth’s revolution around the sun
(seasons)
• the rotation of the earth (spin to the
atmosphere)
• the availability of water (land masses
and oceans).
While these drivers are global in
scale, their operation has differential
effects on weather patterns in various
parts of the globe, including Australia.
Put very simply this whole very complex
process starts when moist hot air rises
into the troposphere in the tropics and
sinks back down again in the mid
latitudes, leaving a generally dry high
pressure ridge right across Australia.
There is a very distinct seasonal pattern
to this — in winter the ridge tends to be
further north than in the summer when
10

Indian Ocean respectively, and the
differentials presented as positive or
negative indexes. In Australia’s case, a
negative index denotes cooler water on
our side of the ocean, and this tends to
be associated with lower rainfall in parts
of southern and central Australia.

The Southern Annular Mode
(SAM) and the ozone layer

Clem Davis (Photo from the
ANU’s Fenner School website)

northern Australia experiences its wet
season.
In a talk that included some
extremely
interesting
technical
information very well presented in terms
that even a lay person could understand
(but perhaps not remember for very long
as this writer found!) Clem outlined the
main processes operating in our
atmosphere, and then described how
various global indicators could be used
to get some idea of likely developments
in Australian weather before it actually
happens.

The El Niño Southern
Oscillation (ENSO)
The Pacific Ocean covers a full one-third
of the earth’s surface and what happens
in it affects weather all over the world.
The term El Niño (the Christ Child)
refers to years when there is extensive
warming of the central and eastern
tropical Pacific, typically occurring
every 3–8 years. When this happens
trade winds onto Australia diminish, and
cloudiness and rainfall tends to move
from the western to the central tropical
Pacific Ocean — not good for eastern
Australia.
To help gauge such events the
Southern Oscillation Index (SOI)
measures
normalised
pressure
differentials between Darwin and Tahiti.
This provides some warning in autumn
of the possible development of an El
Niño, whose impact on our weather can
be expected in winter and spring,
perhaps ending with a late summer
cyclone.

Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD)
Temperatures in the Indian Ocean have
an important influence on weather in
surrounding countries. Sea surface
temperatures are monitored in two
‘boxes’, in the western and eastern
NPA BULLETIN − JUNE 2010

The Southern Annular Mode is
techspeak for systems monitoring the
number and track of Southern Ocean
low-pressure systems that have an
important bearing on rainfall, especially
in southern Australia. When these
systems head south we get less rain, and
there is evidence that this is actually
happening over time.
The ozone layer in the stratosphere,
ozone being a particular form of oxygen,
absorbs around 90 per cent of incoming
ultraviolet rays and is therefore
important to, among other things, human
health. Damage already caused to the
layer from release of chlorine-based
refrigerants and propellants will take
50–70 years to repair and, in the
meantime, there is a suggestion that it
may be affecting southern low-pressure
systems.

Monsoons
The seasonal shift south in the InterTropical Convergence Zone during our
summer usually brings warm moist air
and sometimes very heavy rainfall to
northern Australia. In some cases, one of
which occurred in February 2010, this
can interact with a cold front, sucking
rain down to south-eastern Australia.
Such events are difficult to forecast, with
the timing of the interaction being
critical — a matter of six hours can make
the difference between drought and
flood.

Ocean currents
There are four main currents in our part
of the world:
• the Antarctic Circumpolar Current,
which links all the oceans
• the Leeuwin Current down the west
coast, which is the longest coastal
current in the world, but also one of
the weakest and most meandering
• the Indonesian Throughflow, which is
the only place where oceans join in
the tropics
• the East Australian Current.
(continued
(continuednext
nextpage)
page)

In search of endangered species
NPA member Peter Ormay worked
for many years in the Wildlife
Research Unit of Parks and
Conservation ACT, Environment
ACT and ACTPLA. Before that he
had a number of trips to Antarctica
and Macquarie Island with the
Australian Antarctic Division. In
retirement he is a very active
member of Aranda Bushland
Committee. His account of finding
Casuarina littoralis and Eucalyptus
sieberi, while looking for brushtailed rock wallabies in the ACT, is
important, but what is of concern is
that Peter has been unable to
locate C. littoralis again.
Casuarina littoralis (Black She-Oak) is
rare in the ACT. In July 1982 I came
across one while searching for Brushtailed Rock Wallabies (Petrogale
penicillata) on an unnamed hill between
Woods Reserve and Booroomba Station.
It was four to five metres high and the
only one in the area. I took Laurie
Adams up there a few weeks later to
show him but we couldn’t find it.
However, we found an about knee-high
seedling that satisfied Laurie about their
existence in the area.

Gibraltar Falls the western limit
of Casuarina littoralis
There are two other records of
C. littoralis from the ACT, both from the
same area. The first is of a specimen
brought to Nancy Burbidge from ‘a steep
rocky area’ on a botany excursion to the
Gibraltar Falls area in March 1962. The
other one was from Phil Gilmore who
recorded it as ‘occasional, about 0.5 km
NE of Gibraltar Falls’ in 1986, implying
that it was not rare there. Laurie Adams
reports that specimens for both are in the
National
Herbarium
collection,
Australian National Botanic Gardens.
According to Laurie, the Gibraltar Falls

also found about six other plant species
that had not been recorded in the ACT
before.

Brush-tailed rock wallabies
unsighted for 60 years

area is the most westerly site for the
species in the region. It would be
interesting to see how they survived the
2003 bushfire. I’m sure they survived
similar fires in the past. They are
common on a hill west of Captains Flat
where I went on a Wednesday walk with
members of the Australian Native Plant
Society recently.

First record of Eucalyptus
sieberi
On the same day in 1982 as I came
across the she-oak, I also found
Eucalyptus sieberi. This was the first
record
for
the
species in the ACT.
There is a pure
stand of the species
on the crown of the
hill. They can be
seen from the Corin
Dam road as they
are a few metres
taller than the other
eucalypts
below
them.
While searching
for rock wallabies I

The rock wallaby work involved
searching air photos of the mountainous
parts of the ACT for rocky areas where
these macropods may still exist, then
checking the areas on foot. I found old
droppings at about six sites protected
from the weather, but no recent ones.
Brush-tailed rock wallabies were last
seen in the ACT in 1951 at Wallaby
Rocks in what is now Tidbinbilla Nature
Reserve. These were seen by one of the
residents of the valley not far above the
valley floor on the way up to Gibraltar
Rocks. It is believed they were wiped
out by foxes when the rabbit numbers
were
drastically
reduced
by
myxomatosis. Although foxes were
unlikely to be able to tackle adults or
even catch them, it was the young that
were vulnerable as they were left in rock
shelters when they got too big for the
pouch. I could not find any rock shelters
in the ACT where rock-wallaby joeys
would have been safe from foxes.
Peter Ormay

The author in the regenerating stand of Eucalyptus sieberi above
the Corin Dam road, seen in the background.
Photos supplied by the author.

A land of drought and flooding rains
As with the atmosphere, all the
oceans are interconnected and very
difficult to model.
Clem
concluded
with
some
observations on climate change. Both
ENSO and SAM will adversely impact
southern Australia, but the IOD may

(continued)

become positive more often. Result
overall — southern Australia will likely
become warmer and dryer, with less rain,
more drought, more fire, and less time
for ecosystems to recover between fires
and droughts. We were all left with a
much better appreciation of what makes
NPA BULLETIN − JUNE 2010

our weather what it is. And what we and
especially our children are likely to be in
for.
Max Lawrence
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Gudgenby Bush Regeneration
For more than a decade now, the
National Parks Association of the
Australian Capital Territory (NPA) and
the Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group
have cooperated closely in the regeneration of the former Boboyan Pine
Plantation so it seems an appropriate
time to give an update on this project.

Planting of the Boboyan pines
The land now in the Namadgi National
Park extending south from the
Gudgenby property had been used for
pastoral pursuits since European
occupation in the1830s and continued so
after the inclusion of the area into the
Australian Capital Territory (ACT). By
1960 the Forestry Section of the then
Department of the Interior was considering establishing a pine plantation in
the southern part of the ACT and in May
of that year undertook a forestry survey
of an area north of the Naas River,
extending to Breakfast Creek. The report
on this survey noted that some areas
north of the surveyed area extending to
the Gudgenby property were ‘possibly
suitable for coniferous plantations’ and
this was the area selected in 1965 for the
establishment of what was to become
known as the Boboyan Pine Plantation.
The plantation was located to the south
of Gudgenby on land previously owned
by Frank Oldfield, acquired in 1965 by
the Commonwealth and included the
house now known as Frank and Jack’s
Hut. It was planted to Pinus radiata in
1996 and, due to difficulties in the initial
establishment of trees, further plantings
were carried out in 1969. The Gudgenby
Nature Reserve, gazetted in 1979,
extended over most of the southern part
of what is now Namadgi National Park
but Gudgenby property and the Boboyan
Pine Plantation were excluded from the
reserve. When the national park was
declared in 1984 they were, however,
both incorporated into it.

Namadgi National Park
At this time the Boboyan Plantation
comprised about 380ha of pines, was
managed by the Forestry Section and
intended as a commercial softwood
plantation. Site difficulties, distance to
market and isolation from other pine
plantations
limited
its
viability.
Bushfires in 1983 damaged about half of
the trees although some trees from the
affected areas were salvaged.
The 1986 Plan of Management for
Namadgi National Park expressed
concern about the maintenance of the
12

pine plantation within the park and went
on to recommend that, on maturity, the
plantation be harvested, and pine
regrowth suppressed and replaced by
appropriate native species. It also
recommended a major rehabilitation
program in the interim in areas where
only dead or uneconomic pines
remained. The Park Service subsequently
took some steps towards removal of the
remnant pines in the burned-out areas.
This work included spraying and the use
of heavy machinery. In 1990 the NPA
conducted a number of work parties (one
in association with the Kosciuszko Huts
Association) to remove these pines and
nearby pine wildings. The measures met
with only limited success.
For some years the NPA had been
pressing for the immediate felling of all
the pines in the plantation and intensified
this pressure during the mid 1990s
particularly after Eleanor Stodart became
president. The small size of the
plantation, generally low standard of the
trees and bushfire damage added weight
to this position but, not unnaturally, ACT
Forests had its commercial interests to
consider. In 1994 the association
arranged for Nicki Taws to prepare a
comprehensive report setting out the case
for removal of the pines and outlining
issues and available techniques relevant
to undertaking this proposal. In 1995 the
ACT Government decided that the
Boboyan pines would all be cleared and
the area replanted with native species.
Later that year the Parks and Conservation Service released a draft report
covering this operation. The project was
to be managed by the ACT Parks and
Conservation Service with ACT Forests
being responsible for the harvesting and
marketing of the merchantable timber.
Although the main features of the
program were influenced by recent
experience of converting an erstwhile
pine forest at Jounama near Tumut to
bushland, the report recognised the
extent and complexity of the Boboyan
project. NPA, while acknowledging the
merits of the detail and discussion in the
report, expressed reservations about the
overall arrangements for the management of the project.

Clearing of pines and regeneration of the site
In late 1996 Ann Connolly was
appointed to the position of project
officer and ACT Forests began upgrading
the roads and access in the plantation to
accommodate the machinery and
NPA BULLETIN − JUNE 2010

vehicular traffic that would be associated
with harvesting the pines.
In early 1997 harvesting began and
some 119ha were felled in this first
season. Collection of seed of appropriate
Eucalyptus and Acacia species taken
from trees in the locality was also well
under way in 1997. A display on the
Boboyan project was set up in the
Namadgi Visitor Centre and, in early
1998, initial steps taken towards the
formation of a volunteer group whose
tasks would include sowing of seed,
planting of seedlings, construction of
fences and control of weeds. By this
time Ann Connolly had been appointed
Park Care Coordinator. Steve Welch and,
when he was absent on leave, Amanda
Carey, took over responsibility for the
project. Clive Hurlstone attended one of
the early meetings held to foster the
establishment of a Park Care group for
Boboyan and subsequently commented:
‘About twenty people came along
including some locals from the Tharwa
area and after a presentation on the
project at Namadgi Visitor Centre by
ranger Steve Welch and Park Care
Coordinator Ann Connolly, we went to
view the site’. Because it was intended
from the outset that members be drawn
from the general community, Park Care
was the appropriate model for the
volunteer group. The first meeting of the
Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group
took place on 26 May 1998 with
10 members attending. Alec Ellis was
elected president and Eleanor Stodart,
secretary.
The first burning of slash from the
1997 harvesting was carried out in June
1998 and although conditions were not
ideal a satisfactory burn was achieved.
This enabled the first work parties of the
newly formed group to be held in the
Hospital Creek area on Saturday 11 and
Sunday 12 July with 33 attending on the
former and nine on the latter. Saturday’s
work party began with some symbolic
plantings. Brendan Smyth, the Minister
for Urban Affairs, planted a seedling on
behalf of the ACT Government followed
by plantings to recognise the European
settlers in the area, the Ngannawal
people and the public interest in the
project. The work parties carried out a
number of tasks: preparing patches of
ground and sowing seed into them;
collecting and burning unopened pine
cones; constructing the first exclosure;
and undertaking training in water quality
testing.
(continued page 13)

Gudgenby Bush Regeneration
In 1998, for the first of several times
during the life of the project, felling of
pines was suspended as a result of
unfavourable market conditions and the
withdrawal of government funds,
frustrating
progress.
Nevertheless,
Eleanor, now president, was able to
report that by the beginning of
November all compartments that had
been felled and burned were later sown
and some seedlings were beginning to
emerge. By 1999 a pattern of regular
work parties had been established that
formed the basis of subsequent activity.
The group benefited from Natural
Heritage Trust grants in this period.
They financed the purchase of a trailer
and the equipping of it with hand tools
and a first aid kit. The trailer formed the
base for work parties, this being greatly
assisted by the Parks Service garaging it
and towing it to work sites as required.
Natural Heritage Trust grants, which
extended over 3 years, also financed
construction by contractors of a number
of wire exclosures and the provision of
other support to the group, including
assistance in meeting travel costs of
members.
Felling and the follow-on burning
resumed in 1999, with Green Corps
members seeding areas in the vicinity of
Frank and Jack’s Hut. As compartments
were selected for logging the following
sequence had become established:
• felling and extraction of merchantable
timber by ACT Forests
• felling of remaining pines by ACT
Parks Service
• a period for drying of slash
• burning of slash when its condition
was suitable and the weather
favourable
• direct seeding, preferably into the fresh
ash bed.
Each stage required planning and
coordination of resources, staff or
contractors, and was dependent on
suitable ground and weather conditions.
Thus, some interruptions to schedules
were to be expected. Also, difficulties in
the market for pine logs, and departmental financial and staffing constraints,
added further problems to maintaining
the work flow. The practice of
appointing a project manager drawn
from the Parks Service staff was discontinued and thus an additional
workload fell on park rangers. In these
circumstances, the Gudgenby Bush
Regeneration Group, in addition to
providing a volunteer work force, gave
continuity and support to assist in
maintaining momentum in the project.
The group’s work was not limited to

(continued from page 12)

seeding as part of the felling and planting
cycle. Work parties were also directed to
planting seedlings, particularly in
difficult, sloping and grassed areas, fillin seeding and planting in sites where
germination or survival had been poor,
weed control and removal of pine
wildings. Other regular activities
included testing water quality in the
rehabilitation area and assessment of the
progress of regeneration through surveys
along transect lines. And, of course,
work planning and liaison with park staff
were continuing requirements. Other
related tasks were also undertaken when
required, such as assisting in the removal
of willows in nearby creeks. Ranger
Darren
Roso
showed
particular
enthusiasm for this work. Many other
groups have, at different times, contributed to the project mainly by raising
seedlings or working alongside group
members. They include Greening
Australia, Green Corps, scout groups,
Lanyon High School, Australian
Conservation Volunteers and, of course,
the NPA. Greenfleet carried out ripping
and planting in more open or grassed
areas, the Olympic Landcare organisation supported a fenced planting close
to the gate from the Yankee Hat carpark
and a number of individual members
have also raised seedlings. Chris Webb’s
university research project carried out in
the Hospital Creek area provided insights
into the effects of macropod grazing on
native seedling establishment.
When the commitment to the
Gudgenby regeneration project was
made in 1995 there was recognition that
there would be many problems to overcome, some identified, some emergent.
So it was with some relief that the
removal of the pines was completed
during 2004 and by August the following
year the area had been planted or seeded.
Two events of particular significance
will complete this account of the period
to 2005.

had been pushed up and ignited as a
backburn. The Parks Service was able to
take advantage of this situation and
organise work parties in the first week of
February 2003 to seed into the warm ash
bed. Members of the NPA and the
Gudgenby Group participated in this
work. With smoke still rising near the
edge of the creek this was an eerie scene
of bringing new life to scorched earth.
The area has regenerated well and other
areas affected have since been resown.
On the day of the fire the group’s trailer
was garaged in the Parks Service depot
at Glendale where the fires caused
extensive damage. However, the trailer
escaped with minor damage and was
soon back in service.

Eleanor Stodart Grove
As president of the NPA in the mid
1990s Eleanor was an effective advocate
of the total removal of the Boboyan
pines and became secretary of the
Gudgenby group on its formation in
1998 and president in the following year.
The succeeding four years were critical
to the success of the Gudgenby project
and during this time Eleanor provided
the required direction and leadership.
From her scientific background she
brought a good understanding of the
requirements and gave unstintingly of
her time and energy to the task. In
recognition of her work she was
awarded an ACT Landcare special commendation in 2001 and, in the following
year, the NRMA Volunteer Award in the
environment and conservation category.
Unfortunately, she did not live to see the
full realisation of her vision for
Gudgenby but, in May 2005, following a
proposal from the ACT Parks and
Conservation Service, a grove of black
sallees in the Hospital Creek area was
dedicated to her honour. Further
(continued
pagemade
18)
plantings in this grove
have on
been
since then and an information plaque
recording her contribution to the
regeneration of the area erected nearby.

The 2003 bushfires
Bearing in mind the extent of the damage
brought to Namadgi by the 2003 fires,
the Gudgenby Regeneration Area fared
better than might have been expected.
Spot fires in the area had been controlled
and the adjoining open grassed areas of
the Gudgenby Valley were not greatly
affected. Very little of the area already
regenerated was damaged. However, a
large area of standing pines on the
western side of the Old Boboyan Road
extending towards Bogong Creek had
been burned, and slash along the road
NPA BULLETIN − JUNE 2010

Towards the tenth anniversary
By August 2005 initial replanting of the
Gudgenby area had been completed but
the task was far from complete. Much
remained to be done: weed and pine
wilding control; filling gaps in the
coverage of new plantings; replanting
areas where germination of seeds or
survival of seedlings had been poor;
provision of better protection for some
seedlings; improved surveying and
recording of plant progress; and
(continued page 14)
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Gudgenby Bush Regeneration

carrying out some preliminary work to
regulate and monitor flows in the swamp.

(continued from page 13)

On the lighter side

Gathering of some of the GBRG regulars to celebrate the Group’s tenth birthday, 12 July 2008

identification of problem areas. Regular
work parties were continued, usually
with a strength of about 10 members.
Some small grants were secured which
enabled the group to improve its tool kit
and add backpack sprays to the
equipment. While the tasks listed above
formed the mainstay of work during this
period some other tasks were undertaken:
a badly degraded slope was rehabilitated
using erosion bars, then replanted; major
weed control along the Hospital Creek
swamp was carried out; repairs to
damaged exclosures undertaken; collapsed fencing removed; planting along
the Gudgenby River flats following
willow removal completed; and greater
attention paid to the control of annual
weeds.
The tenth anniversary of the
Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group was
marked by a gathering in the Forestry
Hut a short distance from the Yankee Hat
carpark gate on 12 July 2008. The event
included a walk through the Hospital
Creek area where the first work party had
made the initial plantings on 11 July
1998. But what a difference to the scene
over the intervening 10 years! President
Clive Hurlstone extended a particular
welcome to Steve Welch and the current

ranger assisting the group, Dave Whitfield, and spoke of the friendly cooperation extended by park staff over the
years.
With 10 years of achievement behind
the group and the basics of the task of
regeneration
attained
the
group
considered the time had come to consider
future directions. This has been done and
the decision is to continue its operations
in Gudgenby. In addition to the
continuing requirement to maintain the
tree regrowth areas, control weeds and
pine wildings, and continue water quality
monitoring, other tasks already identified
include the establishment of understorey
species, gaining a systematic understanding and recording of the flora of the
area, and comprehensive documentation
of the Gudgenby regeneration activities
and related processes. Some extension of
the group’s activities into related
neighbouring areas could be undertaken.
That the group under the leadership of
Michael Goonrey is actively moving in
these directions is evident from some
work undertaken during 2009: planting
of nearly 600 trees in a number of
locations during the early winter, and a
spring work party mapping water courses
in the Hospital Creek swamp and

Archaeological survey of Orroral Tracking Station
1933, but today the only on-site
evidence of its operation is the concrete
footings in a Cornish farmer’s field.

Future work
Directions for further study in the
Orroral site include:
• completion of the surveys and
mapping
• archival research
14

Syd Comfort

(continued from page 15, opposite)

• oral history studies involving former
tracking station staff
• possible site excavation.
A wide-ranging discussion followed
the presentation. The audience included
former Orroral staff and people with
interests in closely related areas. As to
be expected, questions were raised about
the removal of equipment from the site
after operations ceased and clearing of
NPA BULLETIN − JUNE 2010

Work parties are not without lighter
moments and also provide opportunities
to enjoy the wonderful setting of the
regeneration area, located as it is below
the rocky mass of Mount Gudgenby.
Some of these incidents are recorded in
local names used within the group for
features in the area:
Virginia’s Drop Down — Virginia
Logan was manager of Namadgi
National Park when the regeneration
project began. On her first visit to the site
she drove straight down this very steep
hill before realising it was there. She
emerged the right way up but this section
of track has now been closed and
replanted.
Car Key Corner — When the group
was broadcasting seed here through a
succession of snow showers in August
1999 Eleanor lost her car keys,
permanently. All her carload had to get
lifts home and her son drove her out next
day with spare keys to collect the car.
The occasional heavy snowfall
provided an unarguable case to abandon
work for the day and instead enjoy and
perhaps try to photograph the untrodden
white landscape.
And there was always the December
work party where custom decreed that
work stop at midday and members retreat
to a Christmas lunch, often in Frank and
Jack’s Hut, then to luxuriate in a stroll to
admire the extent of regrowth in a part of
the area.
There was also the drama of the rain
gauge. Some years ago the group set up a
rain gauge in the Olympic exclosure just
beyond the gate at the Yankee Hat carpark. Would you believe that when the
group went to check the gauge in
November 2007 it was not there; perhaps
an early Christmas present for someone?
A replacement gauge has now been set
up elsewhere buried deep in the
regrowth.

the area at that time. Dr Gorman was
questioned about the likelihood of a
‘dig’ on the site and the case for its
heritage listing … but is not the whole
of Namadgi heritage listed as a component of the Australian Alps National
Parks?
Syd Comfort

Archaeological survey of Orroral
Tracking Station
In April, the Canberra Archaeological
Society hosted a public meeting on the
topic ‘Orroral Valley NASA Tracking
Station: the archaeology of Australia’s
space heritage’. Dr Alice Gorman gave a
presentation based around a geo-physical
study of the Orroral station site undertaken in February 2010 by a Flinders
University team under her leadership.
This study was financed by an ACT
Heritage Grant. Dr Gorman has a longstanding interest in the archaeological
heritage of space exploration and
believes that the archaeology of the
recent past helps us to understand some
aspects of life today. Her interest in the
development of early satellites led her to
ask questions about the associated
ground stations.

Orroral: a key strand in the
NASA global communication
network
Orroral Valley Tracking Station, which
operated from 1965 to 1985, was one of
21 similar stations established by the US
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) to track its orbital
observatories. Ground work for Orroral
was undertaken by Australia, while the
antennas and other equipment were
imported from the United States. Major
equipment installed in Orroral included
the 26m parabolic antenna, four SATAN
(satellite automatic tracking antenna)
antennas and the Minitrack aerial array.
The Minitrack was a first-generation system transferred in 1967 from Island
Lagoon near Woomera, where it had
tracked Sputnik 1 and Vanguard 1 in
1957–58. The SATAN aerials were
second-generation equipment.
The tasks of the tracking station may
be summarised as threefold — acquiring
satellite data, carrying out telecommunications between earth and the satellites, and sending commands to control
the satellites. In the 1960s and ’70s,
Orroral tracked orbital observatories
including the Tiros and Nimbus weather
satellites and, from 1975, the Apollo and
Soyuz space vehicles, then, in the early
1980s, the space shuttles. In the mid
1980s, Orroral equipment was replaced
by new technologies and the parabolic
antenna was moved to Tasmania.

A site of historical
and scientific significance
The Orroral site is considered to have historical, aesthetic and scientific significance. The
establishment of the
tracking station is seen The Orroral Valley Tracking Station 26m antenna and operations
to have provided Aus- building – looking to the south west. Photo by Ted Barnes, 1969.
tralian contact with
emerging technologies and to have had ings and the Minitrack pylons, and idensocial significance through the people tified substantial cabling remains emergliving, working and interacting with this ing from ground-level. Detailed examitechnology. The Flinders University nation of individual items established
study was directed towards extending their functions and assisted in underinformation about the station through standing the location and operation of
detailed surveying and mapping to assist various units.
interpretation of the site and assess its
significance. The three components of Orroral’s place in the wider
scheme
the study were:
• a geophysical survey to identify sub- Dr Gorman reflected on the significance
surface infrastructure
of the remaining on-site evidence at
• global positioning system (GPS) Orroral as representing Australia’s role
surface mapping
in international space exploration and
• archival research.
indicating the origins of modern
telecommunications on which so many
Intensive fieldwork
aspects of current life are based. She also
Fieldwork was carried out from 14 to observed that, although based on third17 February 2010, a period during which generation technology, Orroral passed
the Orroral area experienced substantial through many changes. It operated durrainfall that hampered the work. The ing a period of great creativity when
geophysical survey was to include a emerging technological advances led to
series of both electro-inductive and rapid supersession of equipment.
magnetic measurements but, unforAttention was drawn to the parallels
tunately, the electro-induction equipment that could be drawn between the Orroral
became unserviceable, so this important of our time and the sites of other sigpart of the survey could not proceed. nificant communication stations now
Remnant equipment footings and other defunct. One such site was the station
surface objects on site gave rise to some established by Marconi at Poldhu,
problems in interpreting magnetometer Cornwall, in 1901 to develop transreadings but an extensive area was Atlantic wireless links. This station
surveyed, revealing buried cabling and carried out experimental work until
other underground features. Also, a
(continued foot of page 14, opposite)
series of magnetic
anomalies
registered
could not be explained
by reference to existing
site plans and may
warrant further investigation.
GPS mapping of the
area covered most of
the surface features
such as equipment foot-

‘Westcliffe’, one of the four Marconi cottages at Poldhu in Cornwall, in 1955.
The footings of the 1901 aerial are in a field directly behind the cottages. Syd
and Barbara Comfort actually lived for a time in ‘Westcliffe’ while Syd was
posted to a nearby naval station.
Photo supplied by the author.
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A good review for Anniversary Bulletin
Judy Payne was NPA
Secretary in 1981
and 1982, and now
lives in Maleny,
Queensland.
Her
friend and current
NPA member Betty
Campbell gave Judy
a copy of the
Anniversary Bulletin.
Here is an edited
extract from Judy’s
response to Betty on
reading the Bulletin.

Dear Betty,
A thousand thanks for giving me the copy of NPA’s Golden Anniversary Bulletin! I’ve had a
lovely time, remembering and dwelling in the past. It’s a very handsome production.
These are a few thoughts I want to share with you:
• Loved Esther Gallant’s story of wedge-tailed eagles. That sculpture in the Arboretum on
Dairy Farmers Hill becomes even more significant now.
• Enjoyed all the articles, especially those about people I knew. Steve Hill reminded me
what a gentle man Charles was, and how he and Audrey would go away for a few days
mid-week camping (or campervanning!), and how John and I said we’d do that one day!
• Judy Kelly’s Monga article was so good to read, and the one about gentians too. Oh,
those alpine walks!
• I particularly related to Stephen Johnston’s memories. I have similar emotions about my
time in NPA.
• And how I remember that Thredbo trip with the wombat wanderings. Bet they’re not
there now. And the Lewis’s — I really enjoyed remembering them. And all the others
too.
• Interesting to see members’ artwork — the Story girls are talented. But it was
Adrienne’s wire art that took my eye — beautiful — especially the gum nuts and
platypus disc. Some people are so creative!
So Betty, thanks for some very happy hours — I nearly didn’t take the booklet, now I’m so
glad I did!
Judy Payne

Vale George Chippendale
Born 18 April 1921
Died 16 February 2010
With sadness we note the passing of
George Chippendale, long-term
member and good friend of NPA.
George was our President in 1971
and was active right to the end,
contributing
to
our
Golden
Anniversary NPA Bulletin, which
reached your mailboxes shortly after
his death. He is perhaps best
remembered by NPA members for the
Black Mountain wildflower walks he
led every October. This was a
tradition he took over from the great
Nancy Burbidge herself in the 1960s
and which he carried on with NPA
and other groups including U3A until
Jean Geue took over in 2008.
An extensive obituary written by
Joy McMahon, one of George’s
daughters, appeared in the Canberra
Times of 26 March 2010. What
follows is an edited extract from
Joy’s article, reproduced with her
permission.
Botanist George Chippendale was a
strong proponent of growing Australian
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native plants. He was born in Sydney, the
eldest of six, and left school at 14. After
a short stint as a draper, his mother
helped him get a job at the Sydney
Botanic Gardens in 1936 as the tea boy.
He stayed working at the Gardens until
serving in the Australian Army during
World War II. Post war, he returned to
the Gardens and due to his army service
was able to study for a Bachelor of
Science at Sydney University.
In 1954 George moved to Alice
Springs as the first resident taxonomist, a
job he loved. He made many trips into
the bush with colleagues and assistants
to collect plant specimens, and these
were the basis for the present Northern
Territory Herbarium. He moved to
Canberra in 1966 to take up the position
of senior botanist in the then Forestry
Research Institute, which became the
Division of Forest Research, CSIRO. His
main specialisation became the genus
Eucalyptus. In 1972–73 he spent time as
the Botanical Liaison Officer at Kew
Gardens in England before returning to
Canberra.
George was a prolific author,
contributing to a steady stream of books
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either alone or as a collaborator. Much of
this work related to Eucalyptus, but not
exclusively so. In 1972 he published
Wildflowers of the Australian Capital
Territory, jointly authored with his wife
Thelma. His final work was completed
in retirement, the sole author of book 19
of
the
Flora
of
Australia —
Myrtaceae — Eucalyptus, Angophora
(1988) for which he was awarded a
Bicentennial Australia Day Medallion.
George always thought he was
lucky — lucky to have had a career
accidentally chosen for him, for which
he was entirely suited and passionate
about.
George is survived by Thelma,
4 children, 10 grandchildren and 4 greatgrandchildren.
Joy McMahon

Forest regeneration and
historical photographs
How long does it take a native
forest to regenerate?
According to the Australian Forests website (www.australianforests.org.au) — a
forestry education resource — eucalypt
forests managed for sawlogs are felled
after 40–50 years during which time two
or three thinning operations are
conducted to select for stronger and
straighter trees. This process is claimed
to ‘imitate nature’.
In May 2009, the NPA received a
presentation from Dr Matthew Brookhouse about the principles of dendrochronology. Dr Brookhouse’s work has
shown that many mature eucalypts in the
ACT live for up to 300 years before they
fall to the ground from heartwood rot.
From the observations of many of our
members, those of Namadgi’s forests
that were burnt in 1983 and again in
2003 seem to have returned to a
respectable degree of vegetative cover
within 10 years, with few of the trees
actually dying.
Confused? These data are difficult to
correlate. However, while reviewing
some old photographs for NPA’s
50th anniversary
celebrations,
the
opportunity to place some long-term
consistency into this topic presented
itself.
Figure 1 is a view looking across the
Gudgenby Valley towards Mt Burbidge
taken in March 2007. The arrows
indicate an obvious discontinuity in the
tree growth at the base of the hill that
separates the Middle Creek and
Rendezvous Creek valleys. I had often
wondered if this was the limit of tree
felling undertaken by one Marmaduke
Watson Lee who owned Gudgenby
Station in the first two decades of the
20th century. M W Lee had designs on a
logging operation on Middle Creek.
These designs, in fact, saw him import a
timber mill from England and commence
logging until a bog developed along
Middle Creek following ringbarking of
trees on an adjacent hillside, thus causing
him to withdraw.
My ponderings were answered, however, when I came across Figures 2
and 3. These photos were included in the
1963 NPA submission to establish what
became Gudgenby Nature Reserve.
Figure 2 was taken from Yankee Hat and
clearly shows a cleared line (arrowed)
and an extensive stand of dead (presumably ringbarked) timber — outlined.

Figure 3 shows a view similar to
that in Figure 1 and the arrow
shows both the cleared line and the
dead ‘stags’.
As confirmation of these
changes, Figure 4 is taken from
the reverse side of the Land and
Figure 1. Looking towards Mt Burbidge
Property
Information,
NSW
by Martin Chalk.
1:25 000 scale map titled Rendezvous Creek (sheet number 8626-1S
New Series). The aerial image was
taken in 2001. The arrows show
the discontinuity and the outline
shows the area of regrowth that has
replaced the ‘stags’.
An inspection of the site in
January 2010 showed the discontinuity to be marked by a fence
along some of its extent. On the
southern side of the fence is an
open forest that is a mixture of
Eucalyptus pauciflora ssp. pauciFigure 2. Looking from Yankee Hat (c1963).
flora and E. viminalis, the average
stand
height
being
about
15 metres — there are very few
fallen and standing dead trees to be
seen. The southern extent of the
area is fringed with E. stellulata.
The northern side of the fence is
also an open forest with a mixture
of E. pauciflora ssp. pauciflora
and E. viminalis but with an
average height of 25 metres. In
both locations the understorey
comprises Kunzea ericoides and
Figure 3. Towards Mt Burbidge (c 1963).
Cassinia sp.
So, how long does it take for a
native forest to regenerate? From
the evidence available, and
assuming that the site in question is
that cleared by Lee, we could say
that, in the Gudgenby Valley, the
forest of E. pauciflora ssp. pauciflora and E. viminalis takes at least
90 years to grow back to a substantial but immature cover. Since
Figure 2 shows little sign of
recovery after some 43 years, the
recovery seems to have occurred
over the last 47 years. However,
Figure 4. Tree-line discontinuity and regrowth.
this figure does not account for any
grazing, browsing and trampling by
Perhaps a Bulletin article for the NPA’s
cattle that may have delayed the process.
Given that the Gudgenby Nature 70th anniversary can review their
Reserve was declared in 1979 and the progress.
site was just inside its eastern boundary
Martin Chalk
it is perhaps more accurate to consider
Note: For more details of Gudgenby
that the site has returned to its current
history, including the doings of
immature state over a period of some
Mr
Marmaduke Watson Lee, see
30 years. How long will it take to add the
Graeme
Barrow’s article in the
final 10 metres to the height of the trees?
June 2009 NPA Bulletin. Ed.
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Book reviews
Making changes where it counts
The
change
makers:
stories from Australia’s
first environmental studies
graduates
John A. Harris
Self published, 2009, 260 pp.
Available from the University of
Canberra
Co-op
bookshop,
price $27.00, or online from
<www.coop-bookshop.com.au>,
plus $7.50 postage.
‘Australia’s first environmental
studies graduates’ emerged BAppSc
from the Canberra College of
Advanced Education (CCAE) in
1973, five years after the
establishment of the college which,
in 1990, became the University of
Canberra. The graduates had
completed ‘… a new course based
on the biological and ecological
sciences relating to contemporary
issues facing human society’, which
was surely quite revolutionary at the
time.
John Harris was one of their teachers
in the course. He went on to teach, over
25 years, some 200 students and
graduates in the course. In 1997 he set
out to discover what had happened to as
many of them as he could track down.
This book documents their stories in two
parts: Part 1 covers their lives after
graduation; Part 2 their activities and
experiences before and during college or
university. The author can count it a
considerable achievement.
Every NPA ACT member will find
many things of interest and inspiration in
The change makers. Their greatest
interest is likely to be in matters
concerning national parks and nature
reserves for which, curiously it seems to
me, there are no generic index entries.
Specific parks are flagged, however, and
discussed in the context of matters such
as the work of graduates who went on to
become park rangers. I regret to report
that I can find no mention of Namadgi
National Park in the book; the closest we
get is the ‘Brindabella mountain ranges’
where Mark, a graduate destined to
become a resource manager in the ACT,
‘… spent most weekends hiking and
camping’ in his youth.
The chapter ‘Blazing a trail’ contains
much to inspire. Highlights of a few of
the stories therein follow.
Phillip started work as a ranger in
18

Kakadu National Park shortly after its
establishment. The old-style rangers,
‘The guys who were good at fencing,
shooting buffalo, wrestling crocodiles,
[and] pig hunting’, didn’t quite know
what to do with him so, for their own
convenience, they teamed him up with
Toby, who was senior traditional owner
for the Ranger mine site, and whose
function they were equally unsure of.
Phillip reports:
… the bizarre thing is that they
didn’t realise that from an
Aboriginal cultural point of view
they were doing exactly the best
thing possible for both this freshface white fella and Toby, which for
me was to be inducted into the
country by a senior traditional
owner. That was another one of
those defining experiences for me.
Within not many years, Phillip was,
‘suddenly’ he recounts, Park Manager for
Kakadu NP and working with and for the
traditional owners on the Board of
Management to draw up the Kakadu
Plan of Management, an exercise, he
says, during which he got ‘quite bruised’
by the ‘outrage’ of people both inside
and outside the park system.
When Roger enrolled in the course in
1974 he was already an agricultural
college graduate and pioneer of new
farming methods on the family farm in
western Victoria. After graduating, he
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decided to make a break with
farming and go west to WA.
Serendipitously for him, the WA
National Parks Authority was
looking for someone to do their
environmental planning and he got
the job which, astonishingly,
entailed responsibility for the whole
of Western Australia. Roger, like
most of us in thrall of the natural
environment, is a practical person.
He trained council grader drivers to
adopt different procedures that
minimise damage to roadside plants
and the spread of weeds
encouraging, he says, their interest
in the environment as they drive
around.
He’s a [brave] diplomat too. He
tells of his first encounter with
Butch in the grazed, burnt hillbilly
country with airstrips—vacant
Crown land (!), that was to become
part of the Leeuwin Naturaliste
National Park.
… this guy, Butch Guthrie, got
out of a plane. He had never worn
boots in his life, wore baggy
pants with a piece of hay band
around them as a belt and a
ragged old shirt. As he got out of
the aircraft and walked towards
me, he began yelling abuse at me
and threatening to do all sorts of
nasty things to me.
Roger held his nerve then and later,
and got Butch’s interest. Not so much
later, Butch was to become an ally. After
the declaration of the national park,
when a prescribed burn was allocated:
… Butch would be out there with
his aircraft. He would check out
where the fire was and would be
out there with his grader helping to
put in fire breaks … so from this
kind of beginning it was possible to
build up good relationships with
the community.
Garry, at the time of interview, was a
resource manager in Victoria, but for his
first job he went to Kakadu as a ranger at
the same time as Phillip. It was a shock
for him.
We’d learned the Yosemite version
of national parks. Kosciusko is
what
we
looked
at,
and
Kinchega—keep the people out,
control the animals, let a few
visitors into a few locations, have a
wilderness area and Bob’s your
(continued next page)

Book reviews

(continued)

Disaster at Green Cape
blockade runner during the American
Civil War. But it could not survive its
last visit to Green Cape.
This is an attractive and readable
volume with very nicely reproduced
sketch illustrations from the period.
While it describes a catastrophic event
that shocked all of Australia at the time,
it does also give a good feel for the way
people lived (and died) a century and a
quarter ago.
Max Lawrence

Who Lied? The Ly-ee-Moon
disaster and a question of
truth
Graeme Barrow
Dagraja Press, Canberra 2010, 108 pp,
$24.95 rrp.
At the southern end of Ben Boyd
National Park on the NSW coast south of
Eden and near the Victorian border, lies
Green Cape. This is the third major
prominence
ships
sailing
from
Melbourne to Sydney must navigate, the
others being Wilsons Promontory and
Cape Howe. The steamer Ly-ee-moon
had made this trip before.
At a bit after 9:00pm on 30 May
1886, a fine and clear night with
moderate seas, the Ly-ee-Moon ploughed
onto the rocks right next to the newly
constructed and fully functional Green
Cape lighthouse. The result was not only
tragic, with the loss of 71 lives (only
15 survived), but also without satisfactory explanation as to the
circumstances leading to the disaster.
This was despite a long, drawn-out series
of public inquiries and the separate trials
and acquittals of the ill-fated vessel’s
captain and third officer (both of whom
survived).
In a newly published book NPA
member and regular NPA Bulletin
contributor Graeme Barrow eloquently
and in considerable detail describes the
whole sequence of events, and arrives at
the conclusion that one of the two key
officers had to be telling whoppers. The
book’s title, exemplified by the blaring
red text on the front cover, sums it up.
While much of the book concentrates on the events as revealed from the
evidence presented to the various legal
processes, and therefore focuses particularly on the two officers, Graeme

Green Cape — the good news

also puts a very personal dimension to
the tragedy by describing who the
victims were, the circumstances of their
demise where known, and what subsequently happened to them. Some of
them remain buried in a lonely cemetery
near the lighthouse. One of the victims
was Mrs Flora MacKillop, mother of
Blessed Mary MacKillop who is soon to
become a saint after a long investiture by
the Catholic Church.
The book also tells of the chequered
career of this somewhat oddly named
ship. It was built in England in 1859 as a
three-masted, schooner-rigged paddle
steamer, survived being sunk in Hong
Kong harbour(!), was rebuilt as a single
screw steamer, almost destroyed by fire
in Sydney, then rebuilt again as a fast
and comfortable passenger ship. There
are periods in its life that are surrounded
in mystery. Some sources suggest it was
used in the Chinese opium trade and as a

Making changes where it counts
uncle. I got to Kakadu and we had a
bloody great uranium mine in the
park and the Aboriginal people who
lived there, hunted there, and burnt
the landscape.
But, Roger notes, it was ‘… the
Aboriginal elders’ understanding of
wildlife and landscapes became the
benchmark for my understanding of what
was going on in Kakadu’, an experience
much the same as that of Phillip.
A few job iterations later, Roger
became a scientist, essentially a national
park manager, he says, in east Gippsland.

Ben Boyd National Park itself is a
beautiful natural place, perhaps
despite its history. At our recent Symposium reported on elsewhere in this
Bulletin, Senior Research Scientist
with the NSW NPWS Dr Andrew
Claridge noted that Green Cape was
actually a working farm during the
1930s and 1940s, but has now
reverted to being a spectacular heathland, diverse in plants and animals
including threatened species. In the
long-term absence of farming these
ecological attributes have re-established without human assistance, by
natural osmosis from surrounding forest environments and in situ recovery.
Wonderful.
Apart from its natural wonders and
being the site of the disaster, Green
Cape is well worth a visit for any
number of reasons. The lighthouse is
very impressive and has a colourful
history of its own. Also, it is the
southern end of the well known ‘Light
to Light Walk’ which has featured in
whole or in part several times on
NPA’s Outings Program.

(continued from page 18)

It will be of interest to members that he
notes:
My interest in east Gippsland was
peaked by a campaign run by the
Victorian
National
Parks
Association to save the Rodger
River, which is part of the Snowy
River National Park.
I hope that these few gems will
induce NPA ACT members to mine the
greater riches of this enthralling work.
They will be rewarded, I’m sure.
The book is handsomely produced.
The designer, indexer and printer are all
NPA BULLETIN − JUNE 2010

acknowledged, but no editor. Pity. On
the advice of a professional editor, the
foreword would have been placed to the
fore, before the contents, where it
belongs; we would be told, explicitly,
who is the publisher; and the use of
italics, a typographic device with
specific and circumscribed uses, for page
after page of long quotations would have
been eschewed.
Ed Highley
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PARKWATCH
UV and alpine flora
Roger Good may describe himself as
retired, but his current Alps project is an
interesting one. Roger is looking at
alpine flowering plants, seed set and seed
viability under a climate change regime,
a project with the Australian Botanic
Gardens, the Australian National
University and Kosciuszko National
Park.
Roger — whose connection with the
Alps began in the mid sixties and has
included a career devoted to mountain
soil conservation, ecosystem restorations
and plant ecology — is concerned with
climate change indirectly, via the easily
quantifiable components that make up
our weather. It’s the impact of
temperature, rain and snowfall and UV
radiation
on
plants
and
plant
communities that interests him.
Take, for example, an increase in UV
radiation and its effect on the alpine bogs
and fens. Roger notes: ‘An increase in
temperature is associated with an
increase in cloud free days which in turn
leads to higher levels of solar radiation.
We also know that the optimum growth
of sphagnum is when it has about 70%
shade, which is supplied naturally by tall
grasses and shrubs’. Put the two
together — increased total UV radiation
and less natural shade as a result of fire
and past grazing — and it’s not
surprising that these communities are
being stressed.
Work on the bogs and fens — in the
ACT, NSW and Victoria — has been
coordinated by the Alps mire restoration
and research group, funded at both State
and
Federal
levels.
Permanent
monitoring plots were established in
2004 in a number of restored bogs. They
were monitored every 6 months during
the first 2 years and are now visited
annually.
This information contributes to the
adaptive management program for the
bogs, which play a key role in alpine
hydrology — the filtering of run-off and
the regulation of flows both in the
mountains and onto the plains.
What then of the concept of plants
climbing like an army up the hill,
triggered by climate change? Roger
points out:
The elevation range of the
Australian Alps is not great by
world standards, and most of the tall
alpine herb fields already occur
over the several hundred metres
below Kosciuszko’s summit. The
change we may see in time would

therefore be in patterns of plant
species distribution. Some of the
species growing at the top of Mt
Kosciuszko, Feathertop and Bogong
may be lost in those specific areas,
but continue to exist in refugia –
sites with less exposure to wind and
UV radiation.
News from the Alps, #39 2010

National Parks staff cut
The NSW Parks and Wildlife Group
(PWG — also known as NPWS) of the
Department of Environment, Climate
Change and Water (DECCW) is being
restructured. The changes will have
effects across the State, with the existing
18 regions being cut to 14 with the loss
of some 30 regional positions. The main
rationale seems to be cost-cutting, but
PWG is also taking the opportunity to
restructure operations after ‘bedding
down’ the many new parks that came out
of regional forestry assessment.
The existing four branches (Northern,
Southern, Western and Central) will be
reorganised into a Metropolitan Branch,
Coastal Branch and a Western Branch.
Kosciuszko and Hill End will be
managed as part of the Park Management
Division. The idea is to combine
geographical
areas
with
similar
management issues. For instance, all
marine parks will now come under
Coastal Branch. Existing areas will be
reallocated to the remaining 14 regions,
with boundary adjustments in some
places.
While these realignments may have
merit, the greatest concern is the loss of
30 staff. The restructure claims to leave
untouched ‘front line’ positions at area
level, such as rangers and field officers,
but on-ground conservation will
unavoidably be impacted by cutting staff
at regional level. The remaining regional
managers, operations managers, fire
specialists and pest species controllers
will have to spread themselves much
more thinly. This is called an ‘efficiency
saving’. And many of the voluntary
redundancies entailed will be taken by
experienced and capable people.
The NSW reserve system has grown
from 4.5 million hectares to 6.7 million
hectares over the past 10 years. Total
visitation is growing and is now
estimated at 38 million people a year. Yet
total NPWS funding has, in effect,
remained static over the past 4 years. If
the short-sighted NSW Government is
unwilling to provide adequate funding to
match these increased responsibilities

then DECCW has to try to make savings.
NPA continues to believe that greater
public investment in national parks is the
best way to attract more park visitors and
supporters, leading to long-term
economic and park benefits.
National Parks Journal of NSW
Vol. 54 no. 1 Jan–March 2010

Fire, flood, then treasure
As the saying goes, ‘good comes from
bad’. In some ways this was the case of
the 2006–07 fires that swept through a
million hectares of the Victorian Alps. If
those fires were not devastating enough,
the major flood event that followed in
the Wellington River Catchment area
took with it a long list of visitor
facilities, millions of cubic metres of silt,
access roads and walking tracks. So far,
none of this could be considered good
news, but these two natural events did
lead to a revelation. Mike Dower,
Ranger in Charge of the Alpine National
Park’s Wonnangatta and Moroka units
explains …
With the vegetation removed,
artefacts which had been lying
hidden over a period of thousands
of years of Aboriginal occupation
were uncovered. Here was physical
evidence,
rich
archaeological
deposits in-situ, marking the places
where the First Peoples sat
collecting and crafting stone tools.
Its richness is amazing.
Parks Victoria immediately paused
all planning for proposed works,
appointed
specialist
archaeological
contractors and approached the GunaiKurnai Peoples to put forward
representatives. The Traditional Owners’
representatives, Parks Victoria staff and
archaeologists worked in the field for
3 weeks late last year, producing a
detailed field survey of the areas affected
by the fire and floods. The result is a
record of all the sites together with
strong recommendations for a cultural
heritage management plan for the area.
The connections made during the survey
between Parks and the First Peoples
representatives, are now helping to steer
the process and informing how best to
proceed with the completion of works
affected by the floods, especially the
15 camp sites along the Wellington
River. ‘Once the plan is complete’, says
Mike Downer, ‘we will be able to finish
the building and recovery works, making
adjustments to protect these rediscovered rich cultural assets’.
News from the Alps, #39 2010
(continued next page)
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Trip report: Corin Dam to Tidbinbilla
Corin Dam to Tidbinbilla via
Fishing Gap. 10 April 2010
While going through some of the old
NPA Bulletins as part of the back-issue
scanning project I came across an
interesting walk in an Outings program.
Kevin Totterdell and Ian Haynes were
going to co-lead a walk from Corin Dam
to Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve via
Stockyard Spur, Black Springs and
Fishing Gap on 21 November 1987.
Does anyone remember being on that
walk? At about the same time, I came
across a Canberra Times article from
1935 about a party interested in finding
suitable ski slopes in the Brindabellas.
They went on horseback from Tidbinbilla via Fishing Gap and camped at
Black Springs. The next day they headed
up Stockyard Spur but were forced to
turn back due to heavy snow falls (in
April). They also had the convenient
excuse of ‘considering the ladies in the
company’. It seemed like a good idea to
repeat the 1987 NPA walk and visit an
area that in post-fire Namadgi is quite
inaccessible to most people these days.
On 10 April 2010 John Evans and I
co-led a joint NPA/CBC walk to this
area. The original idea was to do it as a
crossover walk in order to avoid a long
car shuffle but since we ended up with
seven walkers we decided to all walk
together from Corin Dam to Tidbinbilla
where we had a car pre-positioned the
day before. In addition to the leaders, the
party included NPA members Eric
Pickering and treasurer Rod Griffiths on
his second (!) NPA walk.

turned right and headed down the spur
through lovely forest following a very
overgrown fire trail for 2.5km before it
ended. We continued heading north for
another kilometre to spot height 1272m.
From here we needed to head generally
north-east for about 3km along a side
spur that would take us to Black Springs
on the Cotter River. This required careful
navigation as the spur turns several times
and it is easy to find oneself pushing
through thick scrub on the side of the
spur instead of the thick scrub on the top
of the spur. The scrub seemed to thin out
as we descended towards the river and
the final 500m was through open forest
and easy going. We arrived at the river at
about midday and after crossing (ankle
deep) we had lunch feeling rather
pleased to have made such good
progress. It was interesting that quite a
few different species of fungi were
sighted during the morning.

Black Springs to Fishing Gap
Over lunch, Eric Pickering told us about
having been to the real Black Springs

More information
Further details of the walk, including a
copy of the 1935 Canberra Times article,
can be found at
<http://jevans.pcug.org.au/>.

Corin Dam to Stockyard Spur

Mike Bremers

We started walking up the foot track
from the dam at about 7:30am and a
strenuous hour later we reached the old
fire trail on Stockyard Spur. We then

PARKWATCH

about 25 years ago. Apparently, the maps
have Black Springs marked about 1 km
south of the actual location. Further
details of that trip can be found in the
NPA Bulletin Vol. 23, No. 3, March
1986, page 18.
Having been at Black Springs several
times before we felt like we were home
and hosed. Certainly, crossing the creek
that comes from Fishing Gap was
pleasant and the first part of the walk up
to the Gap is relatively easy through
open forest and an easy climb. However,
a number of side gullies needed to be
crossed which meant we kept going up
and down as well sidling around the
contours and pushing through some thick
regrowth. Spotting an echidna was a
pleasant distraction. We thought we
identified the old walking track a couple
of times but the track is now virtually
non-existent. We were all relieved to
finally reach Fishing Gap and we were
back at the car about four hours after
leaving Black Springs. The total distance
was 16.7km with a 1050m climb.
The second part of a complicated, yet
efficient, car shuffle took place only to
be foiled by some of the participants
having left car keys and clothing in the
wrong car earlier in the day.
Contingency plans were put in place and
everyone returned to the appropriate cars
with minimum delay.

Rod Griffiths crossing the Cotter River near
Black Springs. Photo by Mike Bremers.

(continued)

Pretty Plain welcomes again
If you happened to be on Dargals Fire
Trail on 13 March you’d probably have
wondered at the 100 or so other people
who were also there, unless you, like
them, were heading towards the Strumbo
Trail and then the one-hour walk into
Pretty Plain Hut. Seventy of those were
volunteers who’d worked at both
Khancoban and up at the Pretty Plain
Hut site itself, rebuilding the 13×7 metre
log cabin after the original was destroyed
in the 2003 fires. Others had connections
to the original hut: most recently,

bushwalkers and, further into the past,
descendants of those who had had stock
leases in the mountains.
All were gathered for the official
opening where billy tea was shared and
speeches heard from both the parks
managers and members of the
wonderfully supportive Victorian High
Country
and
Kosciuszko
Huts
Associations.
One
in
particular,
travelling some distance to be there,
proved that the value of this new hut is
more than the 100 logs and a further
100 slabs that make up its fabric. It’s the
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associations with people’s lives that were
being celebrated that day.
On a practical note, the rebuilding of
this hut simplified logistics by
organising construction off the mountain,
before disassembly and reconstruction
on site. In this way, more people were
able to be a part of the process, skills
were shared and the pool of huts-related
knowledge has grown — a working
example of cultural heritage being
nurtured and sustained.
News from the Alps, #39 2010
Compiled by Hazel Rath
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NPA notices

New members of
the association

National Parks Association Calendar
June

July

August

September

Public holidays

Mon 14

—

Mon 2

—

General meetings

Thur 17

Thur 15

Thur 19 1

Thur 16

Tues 1

Tues 6

Tues 3

Tues 7

Committee meetings
Spring Equinox picnic

?Sun 26 2

2

Gudgengy Bush Regeneration 3

Sat 12

Sat 10

Sat 14

Sat 11

Further details: 1 Annual General Meeting. (Election nomination form on page 3)
2. In lieu of the cancelled Winter Solstice picnic. Check date September Bulletin
3. GBRG. Meet Namadgi Visitor Centre 9:15am or Yankee Hat car park 10:00am.

NPA's 50th Anniversary Wines
Three wines are on offer for members and their
friends
to
celebrate
the
NPA ACT’s
50th Anniversary this year. They cover all tastes. There’s a
fine ‘Namadgi Red’, a cheeky ‘Gudgenby White’ and, for
those requiring further fortification, a rich ‘Bimberi Port’.
The labels, featuring scenes in Namadgi National Park
captured through the lenses of NPA members Adrienne
Nicholson and Brian Slee, are a bonus.
All this for just $12 a bottle, and Plonk, our supplier, will
deliver a mixed or straight six-pack to you free of charge in
Canberra and Queanbeyan. And remember, your association
gets a donation of $3 for each bottle sold.
An order form for the wines can be downloaded from the
NPA website at <www.npaact.org.au>. Post or deliver your
order with payment to Plonk at Shop 36, Fyshwick Markets,
Fyshwick ACT 2609 or, if paying by credit card, you may
wish to fax your order to (02) 6260 6337.

The NPA ACT welcomes
the following new members:
Jenny Gibson (rejoining)
Sarah Sharp
Rosemary James
Pam Wintle (rejoining)
Tim Bull (Tim the Yowie Man)
Jane Compton
Gayle and David Garrett.
These people have joined in an
auspicious year; we look
forward to seeing everyone at
NPA activities.

Congratulations to the winners of the
NPA raffle,
drawn at the Symposium on Saturday 8th May.
1st prize:

Adrienne Nicholson, NPA ACT
Choice between two oil paintings of Orroral
Homestead by Phyl Goddard;
2nd prize: Tony O'Brien, President of NPA of Qld
Australian Parrots and Finches by Malcolm
McNaughton, book also donated by Phyl.
Many thanks to Phyl for her generosity and
to those who bought tickets.

The raffle raised $302
This Bulletin was prepared by
Editor:
Max Lawrence
Sub-editor:
Ed Highley
Presentation: Adrienne Nicholson

Front cover photographs

Bimberi Port

Namadgi Red

Gudgenby White

NPA Photographic Exhibition
All are encouraged to see these wonderful
displays of places and things our members
treasure. The display differs from venue to venue, so you
will be rewarded if you visit more than one. Pass the
word around to friends, visitors, etc.
14 May to 18 June: Namadgi Visitor Centre

Main photo. NPA President Christine Goonrey opens
proceedings in the very room where it all started 50 years
ago to the day – now the National Film and Sound Archive,
then the Institute of Anatomy.
Photo Sabine Friedrich
Insets, Left. Bill and Edna Watson cut the birthday cake,which
was made by Sabine Friedrich. Bill was NPA Vice President in
1971 and President 1972-73.
Photo Sabine Friedrich
Centre. Annette Smith, Bishop Pat Power, Chris Emery, Sonja
Lenz , Judy Kelly with NPA’s Canberra Gold award
Photo by Kevin McCue
Right. Mary Porter AM MLA, who officially opened the
Symposium, with NPA President Christine Goonrey.
Photo Sabine Friedrich

Back cover photographs

5 June to 11 June: Woden Public Library
7 June to 25 June: Australian National Botanic Gardens,
main exhibition area. This display will
have a botanic theme.

Shades of blue/mauve/purple
NPA members out and about have recorded the variety of
colours and forms in close-up, as well as the spectacular
landscapes which they enjoy.

6 August to 20 August: Civic library.
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