President’s Report August 2010
Our 50th anniversary has been a very
special year because it has given us a
chance to reflect on what our founders
wanted to achieve and to assess how we
have measured up to their hopes. It
turned out that getting Namadgi declared
a national park took a bit longer than
even they imagined, but they pushed
hard until they achieved it. Now, as then,
our chief focus is on the proper care and
management of Namadgi.
We have spent fifty years walking in
the park, photographing and recording its
treasures. We have built new tracks and
repaired old ones, attacked weeds and
pests, and restored vegetation and
European heritage sites. We have
published field guides, held photographic
exhibitions and promoted the national
park to the general public. Our sense of
stewardship of the park and our
connection to our natural areas—and
indeed to our whole environment—has
grown stronger and deeper.
Our anniversary celebrations brought
together old friends and gave us a chance
to party a bit more than usual. We
enjoyed looking back through wonderful
archives like the slide show at our
anniversary picnic; and we celebrated the
beauty of Namadgi through our touring
photographic exhibition.
Our anniversary year has, on the
other hand, also brought
with it some sombre
reflections. This is the
year too, when most of
the political world has
chosen
to
sidestep
tackling climate change.
Again, 2010 is the
International Year of
Biodiversity, a global
event which the Australian Government has
chosen to completely
ignore. It is also the year
in which our ACT Government has, for the fifth
year in a row, slashed
funding for national parks
and
reserves,
while
selling yet more public
land for development as if
there were no tomorrow
and our eagles and hawks,
grasslands and woodlands
were in infinite supply.
In all this NPA ACT
members have not lost the
faith.
There
is
an
enormous strength and
conviction
in
our

membership, and a great depth of
intellectual curiosity and scientific
observation. General meetings are an
absolute joy because of the quality of our
speaking program and the vigorous
questioning which is part of that.
Committee meetings are a robust forum
for testing policy and action, for
grounding us in what we can achieve and
what our primary goals are. Walks and
outings foster a sense of joy and delight;
they build our sense of shared
responsibility for our wonderful bushland.
We are active members of the
National Parks Australia Council and this
year we hosted a national conference of
councillors from every state and territory.
We held the last of our three symposia.
The papers presented drew attention to
the critical role national parks play in
conserving our national system of
reserved areas and to the threats that they
face. NPA ACT is also a major player in
the Conservation Council of the ACT
Region and our members contribute
significantly to its policy development
and programs to protect our local
environment.
Our committee has been a
powerhouse
of
activity
and
achievements. I cannot thank them
enough for all the time and effort they

have put into making all these things
happen. They are an outstanding group
of people and we are so lucky to have
them. Thanks to their efforts, I am
pleased to be able to report that our
organisation is financially sound and our
membership numbers are strong.
Publications sales are good and we are
developing several more titles to add to
our catalogue. The Bulletin has moved
into colour print and continues to
delight. Our website is a wonderful
resource for members and the general
public alike, and our walks and outings
continue to attract good numbers. I can
confidently say the organisation is
strong, healthy and well-positioned to
keep up the good fight to protect our
natural heritage in the years to come.
On a personal note, I have
to say that I am so very
grateful for having had the
opportunity to lead NPA
ACT for the past five years.
It has been a great honour
to be seen as the public face
of such a vibrant and
committed group of people.
It means a lot to me to have
been given that privilege.
Despite the sometimes
difficult issues we have
faced I have enjoyed it
immensely and I look
forward to many more
years
of
involvement,
walks, meetings and other
activities.
My very best wishes and
heartfelt thanks go to the
incoming president, and I
look forward to working
with him over the coming
years.
Christine Goonrey
Christine Goonrey and Rod
Giffiths at the AGM
Photo by Kevin McCue
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Secretary ’s report on AGM 2010
Outgoing president Christine Goonrey
welcomed members to the annual
general meeting on Thursday 19 August
2010, beginning her report with the great
news that the management plan for
Namadgi had finally been released
earlier that day. Not everything in the
plan is to NPA’s liking, but at least some
of our suggestions have been taken on
board.
The main focus this year was on our
50th anniversary celebrations. Christine
thanked all members who had
contributed to NPA’s activities over the
year, especially Judy Kelly and Annette
Smith for organising our celebratory
gathering at the National Film and Sound
Archive in March and the bumper
anniversary Bulletin.
The full president’s report is
published elsewhere in this issue of the
Bulletin (see page 3).
In his report for the year ended
30 June 2010 the outgoing treasurer Rod
Griffiths declared that NPA was in good
financial shape, even after all the
anniversary celebrations. A complete
copy of the audited financial report was
available for perusal at the meeting and a
financial summary by the treasurer can
be found below.
Both reports were accepted by the
meeting and Mr Malcolm Prentice FCPA
was thanked and reappointed as auditor
for the coming year. The meeting
thanked the president and the treasurer
for their reports by acclamation.

On
recommendation
by
the
committee, honorary life membership
was awarded to Sonja Lenz and Kevin
McCue which was endorsed by
acclamation from the floor.
David Large chaired the association’s
annual election of office bearers and
committee members. Nominees for nine
positions were duly elected (see inside
back page of the Bulletin), but David
noted there was no nomination for the
vice-president, a matter that will have to
be resolved by the new committee.
Additional members can be coopted during the year to fill vacant
positions. Judy Kelly and Annette
Smith have resigned from the
committee and were heartily
thanked
for
their
many
contributions to the activities of the
association.
While the projector was being
set up for the evening’s talk the
meeting celebrated long-standing
NPA member Margaret Aston’s
80th birthday with an enormous
birthday cake and delicious snacks
that members had provided for
supper.
It was then time for Rod
Griffiths to entertain the meeting
with his illustrated presentation on

Highs and Lows in the Eastern Arthurs –
a travelogue of his recent bushwalk to
Federation Peak in Tasmania’s southwest wilderness.
It was quite late on a cold night when
members regrouped for supper and
Adrienne
Nicholson’s
wonderful
gluhwein.
Sonja Lenz

Margaret Aston celebrated her
80th birthday with fellow
members at the AGM
Photo by Kevin McCue

Treasurer’s report
The 2009–10 year was another strong
financial year for the NPA, with a
$13 053 surplus being recorded for the
year. The fact that we made any sort of
surplus is amazing given the range of
activities we took on. The NPA has had a
successful symposium, maintained a
fantastic photo exhibition, celebrated its
50th anniversary, improved the quality of
the Bulletin and purchased EPIRBs for
its bushwalking program, all this on top

of it normal activities. We were helped to
a surplus by a generous bequest from the
late Alastair Morrison, who was a strong
supporter of the NPA.
The end of the year saw the NPA with
net assets of $124 667, made up
primarily of $101 316 in cash and bank
investments, and books for sale of
$33 567. The NPA’s only significant
liabilities relate to unexpended grants of
$14 475 and an advance subscription of

$2 070. The association has the capacity
to meet any foreseeable debts in the
coming year.
This is my last year as Treasurer and
I’d like to thank the committee and the
members of the NPA for their support
over the past six years. I’d also like to
thank Mr Malcolm Prentice, our
honorary auditor, for the excellent work
he has done in auditing the NPA’s books.
Rod Griffiths

Red Spot
Subscriptions for 2010–11 are now overdue. If there is a Red Spot on your Bulletin
address sheet, the association’s records show your current subscription has not been
received. A renewal form is enclosed.
Please check
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Steady as she goes at the AGM
A change at the helm
This year’s AGM, on 19 August,
heralded a new president and committee.
Our retiring president Christine Goonrey
has guided the association through one
of the most intense and productive five
years in its fifty-year history. At the
meeting, members warmly expressed
their appreciation for the wonderful
energy, leadership and sense of
fellowship that Christine has imparted to
the association, and particularly the
extent to which she has raised its public
profile and influence. Christine has
chosen to continue serving the NPA as a
committee member and we can all look
forward to her ongoing involvement. She
also continues to head the Conservation
Council of the ACT and the National
Parks Australia Council.
Our new president is Rod Griffiths.
Rod has served on the committee since
2003, and has been treasurer since 2004.
He is a chartered accountant with his
own company, Blackdog and Associates,
and his skills have been very beneficial
for NPA, as his financial report for the
year (see opposite page) reveals.
Rod also has extensive environmental
credentials. He worked on the ‘Save the
Franklin’ campaign in 1983, and has
been involved with the Australian
Conservation Foundation, including time
as a board member, since 1988. He has
been a member of the executive of the
Conservation Council of the ACT for a
significant portion of the past 16 years,
has served on the board of the ACT
Environmental Defender’s Office, and
has worked on various ACT Government
advisory committees.
Rod has lived in Canberra since
1988. He and partner Amanda Caldwell
have daughters Hannah (12) and Caitlin (9).

Rod Giffiths.

Photo by Max Lawrence

2002. At the AGM in that year Kevin,
newly retired, offered to take on the
position of vice president, and soon
found himself president, a position he
filled with distinction for three years,
during a period that saw the devastation
and aftermath of the 2003 bushfires. He
brought a strong focus to protecting
national parks in the wake of the fires
and presided over a number of strong
submissions to various governments on
management plans, cattle grazing and
bushfire plans. He helped set up the new
web site, set up a process to define NPA
ACT’s policies, increased support for the
National Parks Australia Council and set
up a Publications Committee to oversee
our growing list of field guides.
On the Goonrey Ascendancy in 2005
he continued on the committee as
immediate past president (for five
years!), and is a valued member of the

Life membership for
two stalwart hands
One of the motions passed at
the AGM (unanimously by
acclamation) was to award
life memberships to the
hardworking duo of Kevin
McCue and Sonja Lenz.
These two—who should
perhaps be known as ‘Team
Kevin and Sonja’—have
made a huge contribution to
NPA over many years, but
especially in the period since
Kevin McCue and Sonja Lenz.
Photo by Max Lawrence

new committee elected this year.
Sonja joined the Committee a year
later than Kevin, and became secretary
in 2005. She has filled that position with
distinction ever since, and remains
Secretary in 2010. She has been
instrumental in many of the background
activities which enable us to operate so
efficiently including the big office move
to Civic, archiving our records with the
ACT Heritage Library and general office
management.
Kevin
and
Sonja’s
greatest
achievements for NPA have undoubtedly
been the three NPA scientific symposia
in 2006, 2008 and 2010. Using their own
scientific backgrounds and experience in
organising such events they put together
three very successful fora for scientists
from both government and academia to
present the findings of research
underway in Namadgi or on issues
relevant to our national park. The 2008
and 2010 symposia particularly focused
on the implications of global warming.
As well as attracting an excellent
field of speakers, each symposium was
attended by over 100 NPA members and
friends. At all three events a proceedings
volume was made available to
participants when they registered. These
volumes form an invaluable record of
the application of science to the
understanding and conservation of our
natural environment, especially our own
‘backyard’.
Kevin and Sonja have further
contributed mightily to just about every
aspect of NPA endeavour, including
editing the Bulletin at various times and
organising the production and printing of
various NPA calendars and publications.
A powerhouse indeed.
The award of life membership to
Kevin and Sonja entailed just a little
work behind the scenes. One of Kevin’s
many roles on the NPA
committee was as chair of
the
life
membership
working group. Clearly,
he would never have
agreed to his own
nomination, so the other
members
of
the
committee unanimously
decided on secrecy in
putting his and Sonja’s
nominations to the AGM
at which, thankfully, they
accepted their very well
deserved awards.
(continued next page)
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Steady as she goes at the AGM

(continued from page 5)

especially energetic and productive in
researching the organisational changes in
NPA over the years, and Judy’s focus
was
on
the
submissions
and
contributions NPA made to the public
debate on particular issues. The ideas of
celebrating our fiftieth birthday in the
room where it all started, and of inviting
the winner of our 1960s school essay
competition (now Professor Rick Shine)
to be the guest speaker, were truly
inspirational and all Judy’s.
Both Annette and Judy have family
histories of NPA involvement going back
decades. Judy is the daughter of NPA
foundation and life member Dr Bob
Story and grew up in the NPA family
along with mum Sybil and sister Muriel.
Judy and husband Dave and their boys
have followed the same tradition. Judy is
a former secretary of NPA and has been
on the committee for around a decade.
Annette has been formally on the
committee for about half that time, but
has been very active for much longer

Retiring crew
Annette Smith and Judy Kelly are hardly
the retiring types, and it was with some
regret that Christine Goonrey (also not
the retiring type) noted at the AGM that
they have chosen not to continue on the
committee, at least for this year.
Both played major roles in the
planning and organisation of the 50th
Anniversary events and were major
contributors to the anniversary issue of
the Bulletin. For the latter, Annette was

than that, especially in her role as
coordinator of the NPA office volunteers.
Husband Mike was NPA treasurer for
over a decade, and is currently outings
convener.
Annette and Judy might be retiring
from the committee, but it’s hard to see
their involvement with NPA stopping.
We hope that that’s how things turn out.
Max Lawrence

Left. Judy Kelly. Photo by Max Lawrence
Right. Annette Smith. Photo by Sabine Friedrich

A remembrance of Kenneth George Eldridge
The friendship and understanding
between Ken Eldridge, a forest research
scientist, and NPA ACT spans 30 years.
Ken died in June.
Ken loved Westbourne Woods and
was saddened by the withdrawal of
public access after years of leisure use
by Canberra citizens. He negotiated with
Royal Canberra Golf Club and gained
permission for a monthly walk, led by a
forester, through various sections of the
trees. Many NPA members took
advantage of the opportunity to look and
learn.
In 1985, Ken took a Sunday nature
outing to inspect three arboreta—
Bendora,
Piccadilly
and
Reids
Perch—on the Mt Franklin Road. He
wrote an article for the NPA Bulletin
about the arboreta, which were

established by the Australian Forestry
School in the 1920s under the leadership
of C.E. Lane Poole. The then CSIRO
Division of Forestry Research took over
the care of the pine plantations in 1975.
Ken’s love of trees is expressed in
the last sentence of his Bulletin article:

The small group on Brian Slee's Pretty
Point snowshoe walk in July passed
this splendid old snow gum.
Photo by Esther Gallant

6

NPA BULLETIN − SEPTEMBER 2010

Sit down in one of the arboreta
for half an hour, lean your back
on a tree, look around, and see if
you agree that it is a place for
human enjoyment and spiritual
reward.
Fiona MacDonald Brand

Burning Victoria will not secure our future
Sydney Morning Herald
August 4, 2010
After a tragedy like Black Saturday,
people look for answers to ensure something like it doesn’t happen again. The
primary goal of the Bushfires Royal
Commission had to be to make recommendations that protect human lives.
The Wilderness Society understands
the push for a Victoria-wide fuel
reduction target of 5 per cent. But scientists also tell us to beware of simplistic
solutions. Victorians deserve a more
sophisticated approach from their fire
agencies than a massive, simplistic “onesize-fits-all” statewide fuel-reduction
target.
Although fuel reduction burning
cannot prevent firestorms in extreme
weather conditions such as on Black
Saturday, conservationists have long
supported a targeted, effective, and
scientifically-based burning program to
reduce fuel loads around human settlements, increase public safety and
maintain healthy forests and ecosystems.
In practical terms, that means using
fire management around towns and the
urban fringe that prioritises protecting
lives and property. In remote and wilderness areas, fire management should
prioritise the protection of nature and
biodiversity.
That said, if achieved, the 5 per cent
target represents a 300 per cent increase
in planned burning. This is a big jump
that will have significant implications on
flora and fauna and the ecosystems on
which they depend. It could push some
wildlife towards extinction.
It is critical to note that the expert
panel that advised the commission on
fuel
management
issues
could
confidently support a fuel reduction
target of 5 per cent only for foothill
forests, rather than all public land. There
are more than 300 different habitat types

in Victoria. They all require fire at
different times and different frequencies,
both to minimise fuel loads and maintain
biodiversity.
The
commission
has
also
recomended careful development of
improved planning prescriptions, and
improved guidelines for roadside
clearing.
This is why, in implementing this
target, the commission has put considerable emphasis on the need to gather
further data, undertake further research
and monitoring and establish a National
Centre for Bushfire Research so that
future fuel reduction is scientifically
based, and so state governments, their
agencies and the community are well
informed about its impacts.
There is no silver bullet. We need
specific targets that suit vegetation types
and situations. This work is essential if
we are to get the fuel reduction program
right to protect people, property and the
environment. The National Bushfire
Research Centre is a tangible and substantial initiative, which federal Labor
and the Coalition should commit to
before the August 21 poll.
Additionally, we are willing to work
with the government, land managers and
communities to ensure that where
increased burning is necessary, it is done
in a way that is scientifically based,
targeted and effective, and minimises the
impacts on nature and wildlife.
Importantly, the commission has also
accepted evidence from CSIRO and the
Bureau of Meteorology that the risk of
firestorms will grow as a result of
climate change. This adds even more
weight to the urgent need to cut
pollution and protect our forests as water
catchments and carbon stores.
A joint CSIRO and Bureau of
Meteorology study in 2007 of the impact
of climate change in bushfires found

parts of Victoria faced up to 65 per cent
more days of extreme fire risk by 2020,
and 230 per cent more by mid-century.
The implications of this increased risk to
people, property, animals and their
habitat is a major issue that must form
the basis of future planning and
preparations
by
future
state
governments.
The debates of the past about how to
prepare for and manage bushfire in
Victoria are just that—debates of the
past. We need a new plan and a new
approach to how we are going to live in
this new environment. Declaring war on
the environment will only make climate
change, water security and drought
worse.
What we do know is that the weather
conditions that led to the events of
February 7 and 8 were unprecedented.
Victoria experienced its universally
hottest day on record, accompanied by
high winds and low humidity. These
conditions followed a decade of almost
uninterrupted dry conditions in Victoria.
Some scientists are now saying we are
not witnessing a drought but a
permanent trend of drier conditions in
Victoria as a result of climate change.
As we know, as well as the tragic
loss of life, properties and townships,
these bushfires will also have taken an
unimaginable toll on our native wildlife
and their habitat.
There is widespread agreement for
the need for fire management to have an
ongoing priority focus on protection of
people and property. It is also vitally
important to carefully consider the
impact of fire on animals and the natural
environment they call home.
Gavan McFadzean
is the Wilderness Society’s
Victoria campaigns manager.

The Science of Climate Change
Questions and Answers

The Australian Academy of Science has recently published a
concise— and authoritative— analysis of the science underlying
climate change.
It is available online at the following address:
http://www.science.org.au/policy/climatechange2010/index.html

Check it out!
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Walking in history’s shoes
Development of the new Settler’s
Walk in southern Namadgi
In January 2010 a new project in
Namadgi National Park received funding
from the Federal Minister for the
Environment, Heritage and the Arts,
Peter Garrett, following his earlier
announcement of a $68 000 funding
package to develop a new interpretive
walking track in the southern part of the
park that would link historic Brayshaws,
Westermans and Waterhole huts. The
project received further funding from
Parks, Conservation and Lands (PCL)
and the resulting track visits a number of
sites giving insights into earlier rural life
in the mountains. Interpretive signage,
boardwalks, bridges and basic visitor
facilities are added features of the track.
The moderate 9km walk promises to
bring Namadgi’s rich cultural heritage
within closer reach of the general public
and will make a contribution to people’s

8

enjoyment of the Australian Alps as a
whole. For the less committed there is the
option of a shorter 6km walk.
The trailhead is located at Brayshaws
Homestead, about 50km south of the
Namadgi Visitor Centre. The trail
meanders through bushland, passing
signs of the area’s pastoral past including
stands of ringbarked trees, old timber and
wire fences, sheep dips and cattle yards.
Stories of men’s, women’s and
children’s lives unfold as the visitor
encounters three buildings along the track
and the settler’s resourcefulness and selfsufficiency in the face of early isolation is
revealed.
Restoration of the historic huts by the
Kosciuszko Huts Association (KHA) and
PCL will ensure the heritage values of the
sites are enhanced and maintained for
future generations of visitors.
The project was supervised and
managed by park ranger Louisa Roberts,
while the track, bridges, gates etc. were
built by Namadgi National Park field
staff Mark Rodden, Mick Lecocguen,
Rob Burke and Matt Mikulandra, with
assistance from other PCL staff and local
contractors.
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As well as the new walking track,
there are five new bridges and
boardwalks, five log seats, ten new
interpretive signs along the walk and an
explanatory brochure completed with the
help of the KHA, local historians and
past residents. The heritage theme is kept
through carved marker posts and gates,
and the feature bridge at Westermans is a
heritage style post and rail structure built
by Myles Gostelow, local Tharwa
furniture designer and cabinet maker.
Louisa Roberts and Mike Rawnsley
Namadgi National Park

Photographs provided by the authors.
Top. New signage and post-and-rail
fence around old sheep dip at
Westermans Hut.
Left. Track marker posts are used
throughout the walk.
Below left.The new walking bridge at
Westermans Hut.
Below right. New feature gate at
Waterhole Hut.

Bringing home the bacon—Namadgi
National Park pig control program
For over 20 years the population of feral
pigs in Namadgi has been controlled
using a poisoned-wheat baiting program.
This has resulted in a significant decline
in pig numbers since 1985, so reducing
the damage caused by pigs to the park
and surrounding areas. Baiting is
followed up by trapping as required.
In recent years, Warfarin, the poison
previously used, became unavailable and
the commercial bait PigOut®, which is
specifically designed to target feral pigs
is now used in its place. PigOut®
contains the more humane poison
sodium monofluoroacetate (1080) and is
delivered in a solid sausage bait, which
makes for safer handling and transport.
To prevent non-target species from
gaining access to them, the baits are
placed under red plastic tubs, which are
then secured to the ground using tent
pegs. Although pigs have no trouble
flipping the tubs over with their nose,
video footage showed several times that
the method is very successful in
preventing
possums,
kangaroos,
wallabies, magpies and crows from
doing so.
This year’s program took place over
three weeks in May. It employed over
20 staff, 22 motion sensitive infra-red

has continued to fall year-by-year to the
present. This year we accounted for 51
pigs, which is seen as a reflection of the
overall success of the program over time.
Further refinement to the program will
be needed to make the most effective use
of the new bait but, over time, further
reductions in the number of pigs calling
Namadgi home and in the damage they
do will be possible.
Mike Rawnsley
Namadgi National Park
cameras and covered 117 sections of the
park’s fire and maintenance trails.
The use of a large number of
monitoring cameras allowed us to
accurately determine, for the first time,
the make-up of the population. We found
that most of the animals were adult
females in groups of two or more,
and that adult males are generally
solitary. We also discovered that
some pigs would travel up to 5km
between bait runs but, as this was
measured in a straight line, the
actual distances were probably
much greater.
The number of pigs removed
from the park in 1995 was
estimated to be 525. The number

Photographs provided by the author.
Above. A family of pigs taking baits.
Below. Infrared photo of a boar at
a bait site.

The sound of one foot falling
Measuring the impact of recreational events within national
parks and reserves
Gathering useful data on visitor impacts
on national parks and other reserve areas
has been an ongoing area of research and
discussion within park management
circles. As the general populace is
encouraged to spend more time engaged
in exercise and active participation in
sports, the interest in large outdoor
events continues to grow.
For sports such as orienteering,
rogaining and mountain biking, the
natural environment is a very significant
part of the total experience. As a result,
competing in near-natural areas is highly
desired and has resulted in pressure to
open up reserve areas for such events.
They can be large scale (1 000+
competitors) and have raised concerns
that reserved areas could end up being
‘loved to death’. Defining and measuring
event impacts in response to these
concerns has proved to be a significant

challenge. We took up the challenge in
connection with the national orienteering
event held in the Gudgenby Valley,
Namadgi National Park, over Easter
2010.
After initial discussions between the
National Parks Association, event organisers and ACT Parks, Conservation and
Lands, a steering committee was
established to oversee impact monitoring
by Aurecon, a private company. The
steering committee considered a wide
range of monitoring approaches, eventually settling on the ‘landscape function
analysis’ (LFA) system developed by
CSIRO as the approach having the best
chance of providing useful data on
impacts. This was the first time that
monitoring had been attempted on this
scale in the Southern Hemisphere.
The next step was to develop an
effective sample of impact zones to
measure the range of environments and
level of usage within the various areas
covered by the event. Eight sampling
points were chosen, covering parking
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areas, checkpoints (with between 150
and 820 runners passing through) and
exclusion areas. Sampling was undertaken by Aurecon immediately before
and after the event, with support from
NPA and
Orienteering Australia
members.
It is too early in the monitoring
program to provide definitive findings,
but the initial results have shown that the
LFA method has been effective in
detecting impacts at some of the sites.
They indicate that 300 runners passing
through a checkpoint is the threshold for
detectable impacts. These results will be
confirmed through ongoing monitoring
during spring and summer. The
monitoring undertaken has already
supported adaptive management for both
the site itself and for future events,
demonstrating the linkage between
strong science and better reserve
policies.
Cormac Farrell
Environmental Scientist
Aurecon
9

A tradition of walking and camping at
the Goodradigbee
This article should have
been submitted for the
anniversary edition of the
Bulletin but we couldn’t find
an ‘angle’ to make it more
interesting than a simple
description of a camp site
and a list of visits—then
came our visit this year …
It all began on the
morning of Saturday 25
February 1984, when Fiona
Brand led an NPA walk to
the Goodradigbee River. We
had been told it was suitable
for children so we packed
our camping gear and drove
out past Wee Jasper to meet
Fiona and the other walkers
at Micalong Creek campsite.
Suzi and Andrew carried as
much
gear
in
their
schoolbags as we thought
suitable and Jenny and I lugged all the
rest.
After an interesting walk along the
river following an indistinct fishing
track, pushing through blackberries and
scrambling over rocks, we reached the
campsite. Was it worth it? You bet it was.
It was a triangle of flat grassy river bank
which was formed by a hard rock cliff
forcing the river to take a right-angled
bend. Thousands of years of swirling
water had created a four-metre deep
swimming pool from which the water
exited as a small rapid before running
into another pool with rocks on the
opposite bank rising a couple of metres
above the water surface. Where the bank
sloped down from the campsite to the
river a majestic casuarina provided thick
shade where people could spread out
towels and chat, read or simply relax.
Below this communal area a long, pebble
spit jutted out to give a safe shallow
entrance to the pool and an ideal place to
light a cooking fire.

Fiona’s February camp became a
fixture on the NPA calendar and we’d
enjoyed our first trip so much we kept
going for the next eight years. Other
families were invited, some coming to
camp and some walking in on Sunday
morning with weekend papers and
delicacies for the campers. As the
children grew up they began inviting
their friends along and one weekend each
February the casuarinas witnessed an
NPA invasion. Fishing tackle began to
appear and trout would occasionally be
on the menu. Buckets were carried in to
load up with blackberries for bottling
and jam making. Lilos multiplied and
were used to shoot the rapids or lie on
the pebble beach in the sun. For a couple
of years we even took in a little
inflatable. We’d be loaded up with all
these extra bits of gear and on one trip
Reg Alder took one look at us and said
we looked like Christmas trees.

A children’s paradise

Camping, fishing … and the site
for a wedding

It was, in other words, a children’s
paradise. There were several kids there
ranging from sub-teenagers to our sixand seven-year-olds and soon there was
ball throwing, swimming, skipping
stones and jumping off the rocks. We
quickly found that the blackberries were
worth a closer look and gathered enough
fruit for our evening pudding and for
breakfast.

By 1989 we were still going in with
Fiona and NPA, but we were also going
in ourselves with other families we
knew. In 1993, Andrew, who had become
a teenage fishing fanatic, began going in
with fishing buddies and two years later
Suzi began taking some of her friends
out for camping trips. Over and above all
these trips there were day walks in to the
swimming hole introducing non-camping
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folks to ‘our’ spot.
By 1998 another
change
occurred
when Jenny and I
went
sans
kids—they
were
now into studies
and sport and had
other things to do.
Finally, in 2001,
Fiona
stopped
advertising
the
walk in the Bulletin
and a few regulars
carried on the
tradition and would
phone each other
up and go out for a
February camp. In
2003 the fires
swept through the
area and the river
turned a soupy
grey and looked most forlorn. A new fire
trail was bulldozed downstream from the
Micalong/Goodradigbee junction. That
didn’t affect us heading upstream but left
an unsettling feeling that things were
changing. In 2006 another tie to the area
was made when Andrew and Sarah were
married at the Micalong camp site,
because the area was so special to him! It
was also 2006 before we could bear to
go and camp on the now recovering
camp site. Since then Jenny and I have
camped there three times.

The end of an era?
In February this year we went back to
the camping spot with a young friend
from the early days. When we got to the
river junction we found a new track had
been bulldozed from the junction to the
campsite and just about all the
blackberries were cleaned out. The slow
and pleasant twenty-five minute walk
along the river was now a six-minute
walk along a none too attractive fire trail
and our lovely campsite had room for
three tents at the most. The casuarinas
were still there, and so were the pool and
the grassy bank, but it wasn’t the same
place. We really felt it was the end of an
era. It’s still an attractive spot for a
summer day walk, but we feel so lucky
to have shared those enjoyable camping
trips by the river.
Norm and Jenny Morrison

Chasing shipwrecks on King Island
I flew to King Island off
Back near Currie, a young
the north-west tip of
victim of the wreck of the
Tasmania in late 2009
British Admiral, William
for research connected
Dalzell Nicholson, has his
with a shipwreck at
own memorial at the far end
Green Cape, south of
of a beach named after the
Eden (NSW) in 1886. I
ship. In this 1874 disaster,
wanted to see the place
79 people died.
where so many other
There are other places of
shipwrecks occurred in
interest on the island. One
the early days and learn
path takes you down to a
how
the
island
lookout
over
sharp,
commemorated
these
intimidating rocks and the
wrecks, if in fact it did.
limitless sea. Near here is
In the event I found
the start of a long cliff-top
King Island has a
walk of 15 hours return,
Maritime Trail that
while elsewhere a calcified
visitors can follow to
forest, reached by another
see memorial cairns Memorial cairn at the Cataraqui burial site. Photo by Graeme Barrow track, is worth a look for its
marking some of the
unusual remnants of when a
awful disasters along its often jagged in the north stands the Cape Wickham sandy area was covered in trees. It has
coastline. Information at these memorials lighthouse, at 48 metres reputedly the been described as a ‘lunar landscape’.
provides details about the specific wreck, tallest in the Southern Hemisphere. A There are a couple of nature reserves,
making the whole exercise rewarding, cairn near here commemorates the one being a wetland for migratory birds.
especially if the visitor knows little of clipper Loch Leven, lost in 1871 when
the history. In addition, the main town, she slammed onto rocks in fog. There The Ly-ee-Moon
Currie, has a museum with an emphasis were no fatalities, but the captain later My Green Cape tragedy (see book
drowned when he returned to the wreck
on shipwrecks.
review in the June 2010 Bulletin), the
There’s an excellent brochure about in an attempt to retrieve mail. He was wreck of the passenger steamer Ly-eethe trail and although some detective buried below the lighthouse.
Moon, was bad enough, at least 71 crew
work may be necessary to reach the
and passengers dying but, as I
The Cataraqui and British
memorials, it’s not that difficult.
discovered, some King Island disasters
Admiral
were much worse. While I enthused over
The Neva and Loch Leven
Another tragedy, the loss of the migrant memorial cairns on King Island, I am
Some wrecks were horrific. In 1835 the ship Cataraqui in 1845 in the south, saw critical of plaques at Green Cape, which
female convict ship Neva foundered off 400 die and this remains Australia’s contain factual errors, while the
the northern coast of the island and worst peacetime disaster. More than graveyard, in which 24 victims are
224 men, women and children perished. 200 victims were buried in a mass grave, buried, urgently needs rehabilitation.
Reversing one of the finest traditions of a cairn marking the site on a hill
Graeme Barrow
the sea, the captain was the first off. Also overlooking rocks and breaking waves.

Two special outings
Black Mountain Spring Wildflowers

"Planting" a Mini-Field of ‘Pink Ladies’ on Mt Kosciuszko
(23) 24 October
Grading: 1/2 A/C
Leader: Monika Binder

9 October, Saturday Ramble
Contact: Jean Geue, 6251 1601
Join wildflower lovers for the 39th annual Burbidge/
Chippendale ramble around Black Mountain to enjoy the
spring diversity. An easy guided walk from 9:30am
sharp to 12noon (or later if people wish to continue
rambling). Leaders will be Laurie Adams, Isobel
Crawford, Jean Geue and Peter Ormay. All
welcome—it's a great way to celebrate spring and find
out how to look for our sometimes cryptic wildflowers.
Bring your friends, especially those who are new to
plant identification.
BYO morning tea, hat, sunblock, water and stout shoes.
Meet 9:30am Belconnen Way entry to Black Mountain,
just before Caswell Drive turnoff (look for the balloons).

Joint CBC/NPA Activity
Map: Kosciuszko 1:50 000
Contact: 6139 1887 or

greenhouse@virginbroadband.com.au

From Thredbo we will take the chairlift and walk to
Mt Kosciuszko to plant a mini-field of paper 'pink ladies' to
raise awareness of the prevalence of breast cancer in our
community. Depending on the snow conditions on the main
range, we may take snowshoes. Saturday night accommodation will be at the Thredbo Youth Hostel. Party limit
of 16. No fund-raising is involved. All welcome to join in the
walk. Contact leader for information and to book.
Drive 400km, $145 per car. Other costs are park entry fee,
accommodation $20, and possible snow shoe hire of around
$20.
Roger Green and Monika Binder
3 Baines Place, Lyneham ACT 2602
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Awakening Albion: an 800km walk across
England
It was one of the great adventures of my
life, a walk from Cornwall to Norfolk
following the Michael and Mary
leylines, with a group of fellow
eccentrics.
It began at the granite headland of
Carn Les Boel on the Cornwall coast, in
early May, 2008. We watched the
Beltane sunrise. Then we started walking
in the direction of the sunrise, 27 degrees
north of east. This is the general trend of
the two, long leylines that interweave
across southern England.

Following the leylines of earth
energy
The leylines, lines of apparent ‘earth
energy’, link many ancient sacred sites
including stone circles, monoliths, burial
mounds, hillforts and churches. We
walked across the broadest part of
England for 800km and our journey
finished at Hopton-on-Sea on the
Norfolk coast seven weeks later, on the
Summer Solstice.
For me it was a pilgrimage to the
country of my birth and the walk
celebrated fifty years since my
emigration as a ‘ten pound migrant’. We
called it the ‘Awakening Albion’ walk.
Albion is the ancient name for England,
from the latin alba, white, a reference to
the white cliffs of the south-east.
We walked the entire length of
Cornwall in ten days. Coming from our
drought-stricken region the greenness of
south-western England was a revelation.
And so was the richness of its history.
Was I dreaming? Or perhaps I was on a
film set somewhere? At times I had to
ask friends to pinch me, a reality check:
Cornwall dreaming
through green fields
over stiles
passing granite houses
ancient stones … misty past
Two earth-energy lines—Michael
and Mary—have been mapped by
dowsers. These lines are roughly
parallel, but interweave and so intersect
at several places. On the small-scale map
of England they appear to be one line,
more or less straight, from Carn Les
Boel to Hopton-on-Sea. The places
where the leylines intersect are
considered to be the node points of earth
energy and we celebrated these sites.
In south-west England the line may
be seen as a chain of hilltops including
St Michael’s Mount, Burrow Mump,

Brent Tor and Glastonbury Tor. Many of
these hills are marked by standing stones
or stone circles or churches. In middle
England the line is coincident with the
chalk ridge along which runs the
Ridgeway, a track dating back to the
Neolithic, and now a ‘national trail’. We
walked its length in ten days. In East
Anglia the line partly follows another
ancient track, the Icknield Way.

Burial mounds, Iron Age
hillforts, and Saxon and
Norman holy wells and
churches
We encountered many sacred and
historic sites including Bronze Age
burial mounds, Iron Age hillforts, and
Saxon and Norman holy wells and
churches. The churches are often
dedicated to St Mary or St Michael.
Today many of these mediaeval churches
are silent musty shrines but they
nevertheless reverberate with the
concentrated energy of a thousand years
of devotion. Their open doors welcomed
us for meditation and prayer. In fact we
often sang and danced in them, bringing
these sacred spaces to life, and
celebrating and re-dedicating them.
While walking and camping and
living intimately with the earth I became
very sensitive and, on the days that I
‘crewed’, it was jarring to have to go into
a large modern supermarket to obtain
supplies. Walking slowly across the land
we witnessed the wounding of Albion in
so many ways. We walked through a
surreal Cornwall landscape devastated by
centuries of mining and quarrying:
misty ridge …
tall chimneys dream
among slag dumps
and old workings ...
the wounded dragon sleeps
There is dragon mythology in this
land, perhaps relict stories of the
aboriginal Brits, the hunter gatherers
who walked the land 10 000 years ago.

And there are also the Arthurian legends
centred round Glastonbury.
Later in the journey we crossed
several huge motorways that scar the
land, and observed the sacred heritage of
the Avebury stone circle desecrated by
busy main roads. We were exposed to
farmers spraying pesticides in the fields
near where we walked and camped. For
three days in Oxfordshire a belching
power station dominated the otherwise
rural landscape.

Twenty kilometres a day
We walked about 20km a day, mostly on
footpaths and country lanes, but
sometimes a short distance on a main
road was unavoidable. There was often
some tension between the need to cover
the distance and the desire to spend
more time at sacred and historic and
beautiful places.
cold rain drives
the Somerset levels
tramping on …
wind in my face
hands in my pockets
Our camp sites were pre-organised
and were mostly on farms; some were
commercial campsites, and some were in
the gardens of friends. We generally dug
a trench latrine and a fire pit, and the
campfire every evening became the
hearth fire of our community.
campfire …
circle of my longing …
smoke swirls
starlit pilgrims
share their stories
In wet weather we put up a portable
yurt for shelter and to cook in. We had
two support vehicles that carried our
rucksacks as well as the food and camp
equipment, and we took turns to crew
the vehicles and do the camp duties
including the cooking. This was
generally every fourth or fifth day, gave
hardwalking legs a rest, and was a
shared communal experience of a
different kind.
At Luxulyan in Cornwall we had a
rest day and I enjoyed some time
exploring the beautiful valley of the
River Par. I was surprised to find that
this is an old mining area with a
complex system of leats (water conduits)
now restored and designated as a
heritage site. In a lovely grove of beech
trees and bluebells I caught up with my
(continued page 13)
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An icy crossing of the Naas
Just what won’t members tackle
to get to a work party?
Left. Under the watchful eyes of
Brian Slee and Ranger Keith
Smith, Christine Goonrey
negotiates the Naas River
after heavy rain and a cold
snap.
Right. Kevin shows just how
thick the ice was before we
crossed.
Photos by Adrienne Nicholson
See Demandering Hut work
party photographs on page 18.

Awakening Albion: an 800km walk across England
journal. Nearby was a rubbished
campsite and I cleaned it up as best I
could. There is a sense that the woodland
can be restored and is looked after. But
there are notices about vandalism near
the historic leats. And why do Cornish
dog walkers put their poos in plastic
bags and then leave the bags there in the
woodland?
We walked across the Dartmoor
National Park in two days. Although this
park has millions of visitors every year
we saw no one. Well, we could hardly
see each other!
crossing the moor
with mist closing in ...
cloud
and wind and rain ...
how close can I get?

Getting lost in civilisation
I had the interesting experience of
getting lost in this oh-so-civilised
country. On a cold wet afternoon in
Somerset a few of us stopped at a village
pub for tea and to warm up by the fire.
The rest of the walkers passed us and
when we emerged we proceeded to get
thoroughly bushed. We had some vague
ideas of where the campsite was but they
were wrong. It was misty and the
countryside didn’t seem to match the
map. But we had some lovely walking
through woodland, and saw deer.
we’re lost—
no arrows point
the way
the map is obscure
our campsite uncertain
Is this a metaphor for our time? For
our common human condition perhaps?
With the core group now ultrafit we
romped across Suffolk in five days to
finish on the Norfolk coast at the
Summer Solstice. Accompanied by
friends and wellwishers we walked

down to the North Sea arriving for the
solstice at 1:00am, then kept vigil on the
beach and watched the sun rise on the
longest day of the year. Then we joined
hands and celebrated the end of our
journey with the Celtic blessing—‘May
the road rise with you …!’

A pilgrimage to ‘home’
For me this lovely walk was deeply
reconnecting with the land of my birth. I
feel that I have an intimate knowing of
England through walking on, and
sleeping with its earth. I also absorbed
the reactions of my English friends so
sensitive to the beauty of their land and
its flora and fauna, and to its wounding.
It took me some weeks to tune in to
the beauty of the countryside. On the
first day we walked through what my
Australian eyes saw as a patch of
degraded woodland. But my friends saw
it as a delightful bluebell wood. I was
touched by their enchantment. How little
really wild country remains in southern
England and how precious it is! I am
grateful for being able to share the
feelings and insights of my fellow
walkers, their joy in the bluebell woods
of Cornwall and the resurrected red kites
of the Chilterns. And how lucky we are
in Australia to retain large tracts of
wilderness and wildness, although we
need to fight to keep it that way!
Nine of us walked the whole way
from Cornwall to Norfolk, and about
fifty people walked with us for shorter
periods. Living in community was a joy
and a revelation, how deeply this
satisfied my need for intimacy. I felt
accepted and belonging.
slow knowing …
fifty days and nights
of rain and sun
and clouds and stars …
and shared cups of milky tea
NPA BULLETIN − SEPTEMBER 2010

(continued from page 12)

I also see the journey as a metaphor
for what is needed, for how it might be!
We had a common purpose and people’s
energies were directed towards keeping
the show on the road. Day by day we
had to pack down the camp despite the
weather, load the support vehicles, clean
up to leave no trace, move on, get to the
next campsite, set up camp, get hot
drinks ready for arriving walkers,
prepare the evening meal, and so on.
I really felt the power of the group
on occasions when I felt depressed in the
middle of the walk, bothered by a leg
injury and incessant rain. I remember
plodding slowly uphill in heavy rain
going up to the Ridgeway. I was passed
by a small group of fellow walkers who
were singing, and how it lifted my feet
as I followed them up the hill!
Pilgrimage is a transformative
journey. This seven-week journey in
community seems to have been about
belonging and acceptance and healing
the psychic wounds of emigration.
Afterwards I became aware of new inner
energy, and of moving towards, well
something …! And how I revelled in my
on page
fitness and the (continued
tuning in
to 18)
the
countryside and the spontaneous
celebration with song and dance!
Gerry Jacobson
And yes, dear Reader, the book of the
expedition: Awakening Albion. From
Cornwall to East Anglia— walking
together as a mindful community,
edited by Jane Bottomley, Sarah
Bowen, Jonathan How, Gerry
Jacobson, Graham Joyce and Lynne
Merryland, published by Coherent
Visions, London, 2009, is available
through the distributor Edge of
Time
Ltd,
London,
website
www.edgeoftime.co.uk
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Walking the Larapinta Trail

Over 17 days in June 2010, eight NPA
members—Mike
Bremers,
Clive
Hurlstone, Karen Cody, David Large,
Kathy Saw, Kerrie Tomkins, Rene Lays
and Neville Esau—walked the Larapinta
Trail from Mt Sonder to Alice Springs.
The trail extends for about 230km
through the West MacDonnell Ranges
and traverses a wide variety of terrain
including steep ascents and descents up
and over the ranges, boulder and rock
hopping through gorges and creek beds
and several days traversing the plains. I
would rate it as one of the best walks that
I have done.

Food drops lighten load
We flew from Canberra to Alice Springs
on 5 June and were met at the airport by
Ramona, our driver for the day, from
Alice Wanderer (Larapinta Transfers). By
the end of the day we were camped at
Redbank Gorge, near Mt Sonder, having

placed several food drops along the way.
This meant that we needed to carry only
a maximum of six days of food during
the entire walk. The following day we
did a day walk up Mt Sonder and then for
the next 16 days we carried our packs
from one campsite to the next. Generally,
we were at the next campsite by early to
mid-afternoon.

Near-perfect conditions
The conditions during the entire walk
were close to perfect. It was sunny every
day and only on two days did it get a bit
cloudy in the afternoon. There were some
cold nights, including a –5°C night, but
no hint of rain. There had been plenty of
rain earlier in the year so there were a lot
of wildflowers, breeding budgies and
zebra finches, and all of the permanent
and semi-permanent waterholes had
water. A couple of weeks after we
finished the walk the region had a

number of days of rain with daytime
temperatures around 10–12°C and a day
where Alice Springs recorded 7°C, its
lowest ever maximum temperature. One
of the highlights of the walk was
camping overnight on Brinkley Bluff
which gave us great views of the sunset
and sunrise over the ranges.

Track rough but well marked
Much of the track is very rough with
loose rock. Despite this, the path to
follow is obvious for most of the way
and is well marked by trail markers.
Only occasionally did we lose the track,
generally at river crossings, but it was
easy to pick up again with the aid of the
Chapman maps and notes, which were
useful for the entire trip.
All of the official Larapinta campsites, except the Waterfall Gorge, Fringe
Lily Creek and Brinkley Bluff, feature
water tanks with good drinking water,
though they recommend treatment before
drinking. Most of the campsites had
well-stocked pit toilets, ranging from old
to very new, and two had new
Bibbulmun Track style shelters. We
found that the main camping areas at the
food drops—Ormiston, Ellery Creek and
Standley Chasm—were the least
appealing of the whole walk and these
were the ones where fees were required.
Detailed information on the track is
readily available in the references given
at the end of this article.

A broad demographic of
walkers
The ages of the walkers in our group
ranged from 35 to 73. The youngest three
had an average age of 45 whereas the
rest averaged about 70. This meant that
there always was going to be an issue
(continued next page)
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Walking the Larapinta Trail

(continued from page 14)

with different walking speeds and
desires to do official and unofficial side
trips. In order to overcome this
problem two emergency beacons were
carried and one of the walkers
volunteered to be ‘tail end Charlie’ to
ensure no one was left behind by
themselves during the day. This
worked well despite some initial
teething problems where ‘tail end
Charlie’ was left behind by himself on
one occasion. The younger members of
the group were impressed by the
determination of the older members to
continue with such a demanding walk
despite injuries and discomfort, thereby
demonstrating that you are never too
old to go bushwalking.
On completion of the walk some of
us hired a car for a few days and
visited Uluru and Kata Tjuta while the
others had a well earned rest in Alice
Springs visiting the local attractions,
including the annual Beanie Festival.
Further Information:
NPA Bulletin, Vol 40 No 1, March
2003, page 18
http://www.larapintatransfers.com.au
http://www.nt.gov.au/nreta/parks/
walks/larapinta/index.html
http://www.john.chapman.name/nt
lara.html

Mike Bremers
Photographs.
Facing page, top. Mount Sonder from near Ormiston Gorge. (Mike Bremers)
Facing page, lower left. Neville, Rene, David and Kathy. (Clive Hurlstone)
This page, top. The last rays of sunlight on the Chewings Range as seen from Brinkley
Bluff. (Mike Bremers)
Above. Kathy and Kerrie admire the views to the west of Brinkley Bluff. (Mike Bremers)
Below left. Clive and Kathy trudging up the steps from Standley Chasm. (Mike Bremers)
Below. Finke River sunrise. (Mike Bremers)
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A memorable hike to the summit of
Mt Namadgi
On the weekend of 31 October,
1 November 2009, eight of us—Philip
Gatenby (leader), Jan Gatenby, Kevin
McCue, Sonja Lenz, Dave Kelly, Judy
Kelly, Cynthia Breheny and myself—had
a memorable walk in the south-west of
the Australian Capital Territory, in
Namadgi National Park.
We left Canberra at 7:30 on Saturday
morning to arrive at the Yankee Hat car
park at 8:30, everyone arriving within
minutes of each other. It was a beautiful
morning, but warm and humid. While
getting our socks, boots and gaiters on
and getting ourselves organised, we all
had mugs of tea or coffee and some oat
cookies I had taken along.

The Gudgenby Valley a picture
The view across the Gudgenby Valley to
Middle Creek was stunning: short green
grass, bedecked with yellow Billy
Buttons, bright yellow buttercups and
native violets, leading the eye on to
Mt Burbidge (named for Dr Nancy
Burbidge) and Mt Namadgi, framed by
Yankee Hat on the left and another high
hill on the right.
Eventually we ran out of open
country. Briefly we were in open forest
and then in forest and scrub. The
temperature and humidity were rapidly
rising. In the scrub, one quickly loses
sight of others, so every now and again
Philip halted to allow everyone to join up
again.
While our route was generally
upwards, there were many side valleys
coming into Middle Creek and so we
were
continually
ascending
and
descending. The scrub became thicker. In
the bush it was airless. The breeze, if
there was any, did not penetrate. We
were continually climbing up and down
over logs and rocks, twisting through the
scrub, ducking under branches, prising
apart saplings to get through.

Thunder, lightning, rain … and
ants!
Philip led us to a nice grassy clearing
through which Middle Creek burbled,
and we stopped there for lunch. No
sooner had we put down our packs
though than we were attacked by
millions of tiny black ants. As fast as we
brushed them off our legs they were back
again. Eating lunch was terrible! Jan
managed to find a tree to get into!
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The team at Yankee Hat carpark—Philip (leader), Barrie, Cynthia, Sonja, Jan, Judy, and
Dave. Mt Namadgi on distant horizon left of centre. Photo by Kevin McCue.

After lunch we continued on, now
through very thick scrub. Thunder started
to rumble. The forecast storms had
arrived. Lightning flashed, followed by
more thunder. Then the rain started. On
with our rain jackets—better to be even
hotter than wet through and losing body
heat. Now everything was wet and the
ground slippery, if you could call it
ground, because you could not see the
surface for bark, twigs, rocks and grass
tussocks.
Keeping moving with a heavy pack
and not twisting an ankle or breaking
something is an art! Also, the saplings
and bushes were now weighed down by
water and slapping our faces. We even
had to pull ourselves up over a band of
rocks. It was now after 4:00pm and I
thought that if anyone twisted an ankle
or broke a bone we would be in trouble
for no helicopter could rescue anyone
here and there was no room in which to
pitch a tent.
The rain eased, then stopped. We
passed a lovely spring with the water
literally bubbling out of the ground into a
small pool: the source of Middle Creek.
We broke through to a clearing and
pitched our tents, only to find ourselves
again being attacked by millions of ants.
Collect water, get out of wet clothes, put
on our only set of dry gear, hang the wet
stuff over the bushes to dry in the breeze.
And ants! Fending them off, while trying
to cook. From my tent I looked across at
Jan wringing water from her socks in a
steady stream.

Camp-fire comfort denied
Camp fires are banned in Namadgi
National Park, so no camp fire. We all
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cooked our dinners on stoves next to our
tents, crazily slapping our legs every
now and again to kill the biting ants.
Down came the rain again! Small
tents, wet clothes. Into our tents again,
with all the wet stuff too! We went to
sleep listening to the calls of a mopoke
owl and the confabulations of frogs and
crickets. How lucky we are. Magic
moments.
Sunday, up at 5:30am. Tea, breakfast
and at 7:10 we were off, up Mt Namadgi.
Thick scrub, and as we got higher we
also enjoyed scrambling through and
over granite tors, Philip, as always,
navigating with great skill.

Spectacular views from
Mount Namadgi peak
What views from the summit! The
summit is graced by low, sparse alpine
vegetation, pools of water, little streams,
granite slabs. There are wonderful vistas
into the heart of Namadgi National Park:
an incredible wilderness tangle of rugged
ranges, valleys, forests and alpine tops.
The views from up there were
wonderful. We could see the weather
station on Mt Ginini, a pinpoint of white
amongst the blue of the mountain
although Jan took some convincing that
Philip and I were not having her on. We
could see down the Cotter Valley with
the Cotter Hut clearly visible. Coronet
Peak was there and, in the distance,
Tidbinbilla. To the east there was the
most wonderful scene of one blue ridge
after another, all the way to the Tinderry
Range. Nearer at hand were Mt Burbidge
and Mt Kelly. The whole line of the
Brindabella Range stood out. To the
(continued next page)

Record of a bushwalk
Walk: Canberra Nature Park (Chapman
to Mawson), 6 June 2010.
Participants: Brian Slee (leader), Len
Haskew, Syd Comfort.
Weather: Clear early, then fog for an
hour; cloudy afternoon with chilly
southerly.

Leader’s report
We met at Isaacs shops as planned: Syd
offered to host afternoon tea at his house
in nearby Mawson so that became our
revised destination; we left a car there
and drove to Kathner Street, Chapman,
to begin the walk.
Like everywhere, Cooleman Ridge
has benefitted from the good season.
Especially
noticeable
was
the
Hardenbergia sprouting from rocky
ground. In fact, it was like a weed
everywhere we went, showing the first of
its striking purple flowers.
To our north only Black Mountain
Tower was visible above a sea of fog.
Unfortunately, the cloud wafted up and it
was not until we climbed Arawang for
morning tea that the sun returned. As
usual, Tuggeranong was clear and the
views to the mountains were a delight.
Plenty of dog walkers around. A classic
grandpa exploring the area with two

curious little grandsons, swathed against
the cold, made a cute picture.
We descended to Namatjira Drive,
crossed Tuggeranong Parkway and made
our way to the end of Bolden Place. Here
we came across a memorial to the 2003
bushfires: a carved and elaborately
decorated tree trunk surrounded by a low
circular wall inlaid with decorative and/
or explanatory ceramic tiles. A totem
pole from a distance, an intricate and
carefully thought-out monument closeup. Engaging and remarkable, yet none
of us had known of its existence.
Mt Taylor beckoned so we found the
ridge running up from the west. On the
way a 5cm diameter pine wilding fell
victim to a Swiss Army knife: Len’s
camera captured
the evidence. We
connected to a
track rising from
Waldock
Street
carpark and were
on the summit
before 12:30pm.
Di Thompson was
there, saving a pew
and joining us for
lunch. More wellbehaved
dogs
paraded by.

After farewelling Di, we followed the
track south and east, past Torrens horse
paddock, crossed Athllon Drive and then
circled Farrer, watched by mobs of
kangaroos. The planned diversion to
Wanniassa Hill was deleted. Syd led us
from Dookie Street to Beasley Street,
west of Drevermann Street, through one
of those remarkable sections of bushland
still preserved in Canberra. It was
3:00pm. Soon after we were dining
Comfortably on tea and cakes.
Good outing, worth repeating,
perhaps in July in future years when the
ever-spreading Hardenbergia begins to
provide a flowering spectacle.
Brian Slee

Brian Slee and Syd Comfort on Top of
the World. Photo by Len Haskew

A memorable hike to the summit of Mt Namadgi
south was Gudgenby and, beyond all
this, the blue Beyond to the Blue
Horizon.
Philip gave us plenty of time to
wander around up there, looking, and
letting it all seep in. What a place. We
had worked hard to get there, but it was
worth it. A most unique place, which few
people see. Peace and happiness.
Back down to camp we went, Philip
incredibly retracing our upward path
through the granite and the scrub.

Ant attack sees us homeward
bound
I had been longing for a mug of tea, but
the ants drove us mad, and we were only
concerned with packing up and getting
away from them! My pack was
swarming with ants, inside and out. By
10:20 we were on our way!

Off we went, through all the scrub,
on our 7-hour hike to the cars. It was
hotter and more humid than the previous
day and all the slopes seemed to be north
facing, soaking up the heat and throwing
it back at us. I think that on this day I
drank something like 5 litres of water.
We were all feeling it, especially on the
last long ascent. We went over the top
and down to the crystal clear, unnamed
creek that flows down from Bogong
Gap, the southern aspect of the slope and
the creek creating a
welcome
drop
in
temperature. At the
creek we rested for a
while, delighting in the
sound of the water,
drinking
copiously,
splashing water on
ourselves and filling
our water bottles.

(continued from page 16)

Summing up an outing to
remember
Well, we had a good trip. It was a hard
one if one has to grade it, although well
within our abilities and energy levels.
Few of us enjoy bush bashing, ants or
camping in the wet, but in fact these are
the sorts of things that make such a trip
memorable. Many thanks, Philip.
Barrie Ridgway

View to Mt Burbidge and beyond from Namadgi
summit (photo by Barrie Ridgway)
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Scrivener Hill Regeneration Project
Isaacs Ridge/Mount Mugga Mugga
ParkCare Group has recently regenerated
an area in O’Malley using procedures
rather different from those we have used
in Gudgenby. Members may be
interested in an outline of this work.

The site
The area planted is a roughly conical hill
adjacent to the highest residential blocks
in East O’Malley and near a water
reservoir. It is a prominent feature with
the potential to become an attractive and
significant natural reserve. Known as
Scrivener Hill (with a survey marker at
its summit) and about five hectares in
extent, the area had been cleared and
heavily grazed and now is infested with
weeds;
horehound,
thistles
and
Paterson’s curse being widespread. The
western slope of the hill was not planted
at this time. The Southern ACT
Catchment Group received LandCare
Australia and ACT Environment grants
and some other donations to cover the
costs of the work, plants and supplies.

Site characteristics
The soil is generally a clayey loam with
widespread granite rock and stone
‘floaters’. Despite some rain in the
period before work began the soil a little
below the surface was dry and hard. The
hill is grazed by rabbits and kangaroos.
The regeneration planting is of
eucalypts—yellow box, red gum and
broad-leafed peppermint—with intermediate plantings of cassinia, bursaria
and small acacia. The positioning of
seedlings was carefully planned to meet
the requirements of the bushfire
management plan, with the location of

individual plants marked beforehand by
flags colour-coded by species.

Planting techniques
An experienced commercial tree planter
carried out the initial digging of seedling
holes using a tractor-driven auger, and
supplied plant guards, hardwood stakes
and mulch mats. The auger holes were
approximately 250mm in diameter and
400mm deep. Seedlings were grown
from locally collected seed and raised in
small forestry tubes by Greening
Australia. In addition to ParkCare
volunteers, members of Conservation
Volunteers Australia helped in the
planting.

Rainwater capture, fertilising and
mulching
The first step in the planting routine was
to dig around and enlarge the auger hole
and dig two swales or gutters on the
slope above each planting and angled to
direct surface run-off to the plant. The
planting hole was then cleared to allow
the seedling to be placed well down,
water crystals placed in the hole,
fertiliser worked into the soil and the
seedling planted and soil firmed around
it. The fertiliser was a ‘complete’
fertiliser and appeared to be blood-andbone based. A mulch mat (to suppress
weeds) about 400mm square with an
access slot already cut was then
positioned. The mats were of sandwich
construction with outer skins of brown
paper and a filling of chopped paper.

Seedling protection
A tree-guard was then positioned around
the seedling. Guards were made of a

strong, rigid plastic and formed a
triangular-shaped enclosure with sides of
about 300mm wide and 350mm high for
shrubs and 450mm for trees. The guards
were well secured by a hardwood stake
threaded through slots in the plastic and
hammered into the soil. Three large
rocks were placed around the outside of
the plant guard. After planting each
seedling was given a bucket (9 litres) of
water to which a soluble seaweed- and
fish-based fertiliser had been added.
Water was sourced from a footpath
hydrant and brought on site in a large,
trailer-loaded tank. I understand that no
further watering by tanker is planned.
Subsequently, woodchip mulching to a
width of about 200mm was placed
around each plant.

Project status
Approximately 400 tree and shrub
seedlings have been planted, some of the
later shrub holes being dug entirely by
hand. This proved to be very strenuous
work.
Features of this planting include:
• use of locally collected seed
• careful planning of location and
spacing of seedlings
• deep digging and planting
• rain-collecting swales
• use of fertilisers and water crystals
• strong tree guards and mulch mats
• initial watering.
It’s early days yet but the only major
problem to emerge so far has been the
poor survival of cassinia seedlings.
Syd Comfort
(with thanks to ParkCare member
Sue Vidler for her local advice)

NPA work party: Demandering Hut
The June NPA work party was delayed until 3 July because
of heavy rain. A hearty group (Kevin, Sonja, Brian, Clive,
Christine, Martin and Ranger Keith) did a grand job of
ember-proofing under the hut. Photos Adrienne Nicholson
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Goonoo National Park Field
Trip Report
The Central West Community
Conservation Area Advisory Committee
attended a field inspection of Goonoo
National Park on 11 February 2010. This
was one of the key areas protected
through the long battle to save our
western woodlands.
After good rains, Goonoo is
positively glowing. The wildflower
display should be sensational this spring
so if you are considering a trip west, it is
recommended to go through Dubbo and
out to Goonoo. The Goan Creek is a
relatively undisturbed chain-of-ponds
system with a swamp at the headwaters
inside the Park. All had a good flow of
water with the reeds and water plants
looking very healthy. The regeneration
from the 2007 major fire is coming along
very well. While some significant habitat
trees were destroyed, there is good
evidence of coppicing and some hollows
are still intact. A regional fox baiting
program with neighbours and the
Livestock Health & Pest Authority is
aiming to protect the Mallee Fowl
population. A camera system is being
used to monitor the active nest sites.
The recent restructure of the western
NPWS regions has impacted on some of
the planning work for the Dubbo area.
However, the head ranger and field staff
are making great headway with the new
park establishment.
National Parks Journal NSW
April–June 2010 Vol 54 no 2

Mt Stirling: worthy to be part
of Victoria’s Alpine NP
For decades, Mt Stirling has been a
favourite natural venue for schools, as
well as hikers, campers and crosscountry skiers. With a rise of some 500
vertical metres from the car park and
mountain centre at Telephone Box
Junction to the summit, the nature of the
mountain changes dramatically. From
1250m to 1400m, the landscape is
dominated by tall straight Alpine Ash
trees. At 1400m there is an abrupt
change to Snow Gums. Above 1600m,
the Snow Gums become ever shorter and
smaller until, at about 1650m, we have
treeless open alpine grasslands ... except
for a single ancient Snow Gum at the
summit.
Until 2006, cattle were grazed on
Mt Stirling.
The
effects
were
devastating. Every watercourse was
damaged, there were hardly any

wildflowers, and cowpats abounded. No
wonder that bushwalking groups were
increasingly reluctant to hike there.
However, with the removal of cattle for
the last four years, and the affects of
bushfire, the cowpats have been replaced
by wildflowers.
In winter, Mt Stirling has an
extensive network of groomed crosscountry ski trails in Alpine Ash forest,
which towers over skiers; the trail is
shaded by a lofty canopy of green some
20 metres above. Sadly though, as global
warming bites, the snow at Mt Stirling is
gradually diminishing.
The VNPA’s interest in Mt Stirling
was stoked to full strength following a
1994 government announcement that the
mountain would be developed as a
downhill ski resort. About a dozen
community groups, normally with little
in common, suddenly found that all
agreed on one thing: that Mt Stirling had
to be saved. The VNPA was instrumental
(with other groups) in collecting over
20,000 signatures for a petition to save
the mountain. As a result of the
campaign, and a Panel of Inquiry, the
downhill ski resort proposal was
stopped.
The 2008 review of Alpine Resort
areas by the Victorian Government’s
State Service Authority recognised that
Mt Stirling has never had the economic
model of an Alpine Resort, saying that it
‘is more akin to a national park and
should be positioned and managed as
such’.
The VNPA agrees with the findings.
It would be logical to add Mt Stirling to
the Alpine National Park, together with a
suitable linking area of state forest.
Current environmentally benign tourism,
recreational and educational uses would
continue.
National Parks Journal NSW
July–Sept 2010 Vol 54 no 3

Environment groups welcome
NSW Red Gum parks
The VNPA and seven other
environment groups have united to
congratulate the Keneally Government
on its recent decision to create new River
Red Gum national parks in NSW and
deliver improved outcomes for the
Traditional Owners. In a landmark
environmental
result,
the
NSW
Government will deliver on the scientific
advice it received and create 107,000ha
of new protected areas in the Riverina.
The
decision
fully
protects
Barmah–Millewa — the world’s largest
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red gum forest. It will be a world-class
cross-border
national
park
that
permanently
protects
more
than
70,000 ha of red gum forest and wetland.
Combined with the recent declaration of
protected areas in Victoria, the region
will now have over 200,000 ha of new
River Red Gum reserves.
This will create a network of parks
and reserves along the two major rivers,
and form the backbone of a corridor
from Kosciuszko to the Coorong — a
vital step in enabling native animals to
adapt to a changing climate.
Parkwatch VNPA June 2010

The remarkable shrinking Alps
plan!
There has never been more hoo-ha
from
Parks
Victoria
over
the
development of a management plan than
over their draft alpine parks plan, and
never such an unpromising result. It’s a
single plan for all the ‘alpine’ parks
(including Errinundra NP), totalling onethird of Victoria’s park estate, and it
leaves all the detail to a separate
‘implementation plan’ which is being
developed, so far, out of the public eye.
In August 2008, PV distributed a
project brief for a consultancy to review
the ‘style and content’ of future park
management plans. The consultancy
(Kismet Forward) heroically interviewed
PV and DSE staff and a range of
stakeholders, including VPNA, and
produced a report with a range of views.
These views included, from DSE, the
clear statements that management plans
…
need
to
articulate
accountability, provide certainty
and clarity about what can/cannot
happen in a park, and be
supported
by
measurable
objectives and actions. They
enable park managers to get on
and manage the park rather than
having to continually resolve
planning issues. The management
plan should be about ‘what’
should happen in the park, while
the implementation plan should be
about ‘how’ and ‘when’ the ‘what’
happens.
The consultation process for the
alpine parks plan then grew to epic
proportions. PV contracted a literature
review of alpine science, set up a very
well-qualified scientific advisory panel,
re-established the Alpine Advisory
Committee (required by law to advise on
(continued on page 20)
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(continued from page 19)

any alps management plan), ran a series
of community workshops around the
State and, neither last nor least, set up
their innovative ‘weplan’ wiki website so
everyone could have a say.
And what did we get after all that?
The
comprehensive
existing
management plans for the Alpine, Mt
Buffalo, Baw Baw, Snowy River and
Errinundra national parks, the Avon
Wilderness and a series of adjacent
historic areas which totalled some 1,500
pages, have been amalgamated and
reduced to a scant 53 pages! The draft
has no measurable targets and no
timelines for action. It reads partly as a
description of the region and partly a
vague wish list of management
possibilities. Most of the parks, other
than the Alpine NP, scarcely rate a
mention. And as an example of the lack
of detail, the plan for managing the
much-vexed feral horse problem in the
park is now to ‘develop a strategy’.
Our alpine areas need, and deserve,
better than this.
Parkwatch VNPA June 2010

Horses take over the Alps
Feral horses by the tens of thousands
are set to claim the Australian Alps for
themselves. A 2009 survey of wild
horses in our major mainland alpine
parks shows that the population
increased to around 7,700, up from about
2,300, after the 2003 fires.
The current population is probably
the highest ever reached in the Alps and
is increasing by about 20% a year. Feral
horses do a lot of harm by trampling
peatbeds, wetlands and alpine streams,
and are probably now causing more
damage than the cattle did before
licensed alpine grazing ended in 2005.
Despite a clear obligation for Parks
Victoria to manage feral animals, almost
no action has been taken on most of the
Victorian
population.
PV
has
concentrated its efforts on the relatively
small (but more noticeable) population
on the Bogong High Plains, but even that
population has doubled in recent years. If
they continue to grow out of control, the
horses face starvation in the next dry
season, or death by the thousands in the
next (inevitable) fire.
The VBA rests its hopes on a longterm sterilisation program, but the
Invasive Species Council, and even the
RSPCA, have backed aerial shooting as
the most humane way to deal with the
problem. Whatever the solution,
something has to happen soon. And little
will be done if pest plants and animals
continue to be managed under the
20

inadequate budget Parks Victoria
currently has for this growing problem.
Nature’s Voice VPNA newsletter
April–May 2010

Mt Buffalo gondola – fantasy or
threat?
The proposal to construct a
‘skyways’ gondola up to the Mount
Buffalo plateau continues to have the
tacit support of the Alpine Shire’s
tourism unit, even though there has been
no
economic
or
environmental
assessment of the project. Remarkably,
the shire’s consultation process has not
significantly included Parks Victoria,
which manages the national park. The
gondola would have a significant visual
impact on the plateau, particularly as the
most likely site is around the Gorge and
Chalet.
Nature’s Voice VPNA newsletter
April–May 2010

Biodiversity indicators for
schools
The Nature Conservation Society of
SA Inc. (NCSSA), in conjunction with
the Department of Education and
Children’s Services, will be developing a
series of biodiversity indicators for
schools. These indicators will enable
students and teachers to evaluate current
biodiversity attributes of their school and
grounds, and will provide the basis for
re-evaluation in the future to see if
changes have occurred.
At this stage, the society is working
on a bird indicator, which will centre on
students observing a bird’s behaviour
and appearance and scoring the type of
foraging ‘guild’ that bird belongs in. This
is an exciting project and will lead, it is
hoped, to NCSSA being involved in the
development of a variety of different
indicators.
Xanthopus Vol 28 part 1 Autumn 2010

More visitors means better
parks … or does it?
Visitor and recreation planning
documents recently prepared by the SA
Department for Environment and
Heritage share a common premise that
increasing the number of visitors to
parks and reserves will lead to an
increase in public support for
conservation. This premise is used to
justify the development of new trails and
other facilities in parks, as well as
introducing recreational uses such as
cycling and horse riding to areas that
were previously accessible only by foot.
NPA BULLETIN − SEPTEMBER 2010

Before we allow our park managers
to blindly accept that the ends (more
public support for conservation) justify
the means (legal mountain bike access to
parks in the Mt Lofty Ranges, for
example), let’s take a closer look at the
assumptions that link the two. It would
be possible to accept the proposed
recreation developments if it were
reasonable to believe that:
• participation in outdoor recreation
engenders conservation attitudes
• all types of outdoor recreation are
effective for creating conservation
attitudes
• the proposed recreation developments won’t harm biodiversity.
In their study of factors influencing
environmental attitudes, Ewert et al
(2005) did find that a proportion of
variation in environmental attitudes was
explained by participation in some
outdoor recreation experience. However,
these studies do not attribute the
experiences in natural environments as
the cause of pro-environmental attitudes
or behaviour. They simply report a
correlation between the two.
Petersen et al (2008) report that, in
their study, environmental attitudes were
positively related to appreciative outdoor
recreation (e.g. camping and hiking) and
were negatively related to nonappreciative activities (e.g. fishing,
hunting and riding all-terrain vehicles).
While it is reasonable to accept that there
is a relationship between participation in
outdoor recreation and conservation
attitudes, this relationship may not be
causal, and other factors may be more or
equally important for explaining
conservation attitudes. Rather than
opening our parks to new and increased
recreation pressure on such a shaky
premise, we should be searching for a
smarter and more sustainable way to reengage with the public and build support
for conservation.
References:
Ewert et al (2005) Leisure Sciences
27:225–239
Peterson et al (2008) Leisure Sciences
30:293–305
Xanthopus Vol 28 part 1 Autumn 2010

Good news on the Gwydir
The Commonwealth and NSW
governments have jointly purchased
‘Old Dromona’, the largest privately
owned Ramsar-listed wetland in NSW.
The property, west of Moree, is a pivotal
part of the Gwydir wetlands system. The
600ha of well-managed wetlands are
(continued next page)
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home to at least 160 species of birds and
four endangered ecological communities.
The property contains approximately
74% of the internationally recognised
wetlands in the area and is a key
breeding site for birds. This latest
western NSW land acquisition joins with
the purchase of Toorale on the Warrego
River and Booligal Station on the
Lachlan system to permanently protect
significant inland wetlands.
Inland Rivers Network News
Autumn 2010

Great Barrier Reef corals unveil
sea-level changes and climate
history
Since early July, 28 scientists from
nine countries have been analysing fossil
coral reef cores at the IODP Bremen
Core Repository. The cores were
recovered during an expedition to the
shelf edge of the Great Barrier Reef,
Australia, between February and April
2010, under the auspices of the
Integrated Ocean Drilling Program
(IODP) and organised by the European
Consortium for Ocean Drilling. During
the offshore phase of the expedition, the
team acquired cores from 34 holes at
three key geographic locations on the
outer edge of the Reef in water depths of
42 to 167m.
‘Initial observations of the cores
confirm the presence of the shallow
fossil reef biota needed to construct a
new and robust sea level curve’, says
Dr Webster
(Sydney
University).
Because the Great Barrier Reef is on a
tectonically stable portion of the Earth’s
crust, and is far from the confounding
influence of the vast ice sheets that
existed in the northern hemisphere
during the last ice age, this region
represents a prime location to investigate
global sea-level changes over the past
20,000 years. The cores are also being
studied to see how the reef ecosystem
responded to rapid rises of sea level and
changes in climate.
Although the investigation deals with
past events in Earth history, they can be
very important to our understanding of

how the modern Great Barrier Reef, a
World Heritage Site since 1980, will
respond to future changes. Analyses of
the cores will provide important insights
into how robust the reef is over different
time scales and under different
environmental conditions and stresses
such as changing sea level, sea-surface
temperatures, sediment input and ocean
chemistry. ‘The expedition has provided
us with a truly unique opportunity to test
ecologic theories about coral reef
resilience and the vulnerability of the
Great Barrier Reef to future climate
change’, Dr Webster said.
Media release from IODP, Bremen
19 July 2010.
Submitted by Kevin McCue.

A healthy economy and a
healthy environment: ever
the twain shall meet?
To many, it makes common sense:
any transition to a greener economy will
require a rapid deployment of all the
available skills and workers across
Australia. Yet, frustratingly, the public
discussion
about
improving
our
environment too frequently focuses on
an either/or proposition: which do we
save, the economy or the environment?
ACF recently released a report with
the Australian Council of Trade Unions
that finally should put this debate to bed.
The report, Creating Jobs—Cutting
Pollution: the road map for a cleaner,
stronger economy, demonstrates that
Australia has an opportunity to create
3.7 million new jobs by 2030, by taking
strong action to reduce our greenhouse
pollution. The report investigates at a
regional level the impact on jobs, from
reducing Australia’s emissions through
to a price on carbon, plus measures
including energy efficiency, renewable
energy investment and cleaner transport.
And the results are conclusive: compared
with taking weak action, job growth is
strong in all regions of Australian, with a
total of 770,000 additional new jobs.
Not only can jobs grow in all regions,
but the jobs are not just ‘green collar’
jobs: new jobs are needed also in
traditional industries such as agriculture,

mining, manufacturing and the services
sector. This report, based on extensive
economic
modelling,
challenges
Australia’s leaders to show us that they
have a serious plan to shift us to a
cleaner economy with new industries
and better jobs.
Habitat Australia vol 38 no 3 July 2010

How to revive the Murray–
Darling? Just add water!
This last summer, yet another
outbreak of toxic algae crippled the
health of the Murray–Darling River
system. In towns like Yarrawonga in
Victoria, people were advised to avoid
contact with the river or risk
gastroenteritis and eye and ear
complaints. However, algal blooms are
the tip of the iceberg when it comes to
the state of the Murray–Darling, which is
particularly alarming given it is the
source of much of Australia’s food
production.
In 2009 Climate Change and Water
Minister Penny Wong added urgently
needed water to sustain the River Red
Gums at Hattah Lakes. But these
wetlands need much more water to
perform their basic functions. To date,
the Federal Government has not met its
international obligations to protect such
important wetlands and their wildlife.
Governments have failed to maintain the
quality of the water and the health of the
river system. Governments are adding
some water, but much more water and
many more good decisions are needed to
get a handle on the crisis.
In June 2010, ACF is aiming to
purchase 200 million litres of water to be
returned to Hattah Lakes wetlands. That
is equal to the volume of more than
80 Olympic-size swimming pools.
Water added to Hattah Lakes will
help provide sanctuary for threatened
water birds and fish, and will revive the
majestic river gums. It will also send a
clear message to governments: that
Australians expect more water and good
decisions from government.
Habitat Australia vol 38 no 2 April 2010.
Compiled by Hazel Rath

Bulletin packers party
Left. Packers of the special anniversary March
Bulletin included Judy Kelly, Sonja Lenz and
Annette Smith.
Right. Kevin McCue and fellow envelope stuffer.
Other envelope stuffers on that occasion were
Len Haskew and Marie Lawrence.
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NPA notices
National Parks Association Calendar
September

October

November December

—

Mon 4

—

Sat 25
Mon 27

General meetings

Thur 16

Thur 21

Thur 18

—

Committee meetings

Tues 7

Tues 5

Tues 2

Tues 7

Public holidays

Sun 12 1

NPA ACT Christmas Party
NPA Art Week at Gudgenby Cottage

Sun 26 to

Gudgengy Bush Regeneration 3

Sat 11

Sun 3 2
Sat 9

Sat 6 3a

Sat 11 3b

Further details: 1. NPA ACT Christmas Party.
2. Open Day at the Cottage on Sunday 3 October (Picnic day, see notice below).
3. GBRG. Meet Namadgi Visitor Centre 9:15am or Yankee Hat car park 10:00am.
3a. Note: November work day is one week earlier than usual.
3b. December work day combines with GBRG Christmas Party.
Note: The previously-advertised Pot Luck Dinner in October has been called off

New members of the
association
The NPA ACT welcomes the
following new members:
Pam Roberts,
Douglas Mackenzie,
Monika Binder,
Francis Lawrence,
Max Smith,
Jean Geue,
Jill More,
Louise Menday,
Ash and Nadege Bryan,
Sally Stephens.
We look forward to seeing
everyone at NPA activities.

Your BulletinThis
production
team by
Bulletin was prepared

NPA ACT Art Week at
Gudgenby Cottage
will be held again this year from
26 September to 3 October.
Members of NPA ACT are invited to join in for
a day, overnight, or several days to explore
Gudgenby Valley through painting, photography,
drawing, writing or other artistic endeavours.
For information and to register, contact
Christine Goonrey on cgoonrey@grapevine.com.au
or 6231 8395 or Adrienne Nicholson on 6281 6381.

An Open Day for association members
and the public will be held on
Sunday 3 October.
Come and picnic with inspiration for the day.

Sunday 12 December 11:30am
At the Orroral Picnic Area (to the left
of the Orroral Road just beyond
the camping ground).

Each quarter we have a special gathering to pack the NPA
Bulletins then post them to you. For the Anniversary Bulletin last
March this was a special occasion, and we partied a little more
than usual. Packers on the occasion (pics page 21) included Judy
Kelly, Sonja Lenz, Annette Smith and Kevin McCue. Other
envelope stuffers were Len Haskew and Marie Lawrence.
Many others participate from time to time, and newcomers
are always made very welcome. If you would like to join the
team, please send an email message indicating your interest to
<admin@npaact.org.au>

Front cover photographs
Main photo. Brian Slee and Margaret Power on Brian's Pretty
Point snow shoe walk, July 2010.
Photo Esther Gallant

Bring a picnic lunch.
Nibbles, drinks and
Christmas Cake
provided.

The final celebration
of the association's highly
successful 50th anniversary year!
An event that should not be missed.
Check Burning Issues for late information.
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Left to right. Adrienne Nicholson (Presentation), Max Lawrence
(Editor) and Ed Highley (Sub-editor).

Insets, Left. The Namadgi Plan of Management, at last!
Centre. Outgoing president, Christine Goonrey, at the association's
Annual General Meeting.
Photo by Kevin McCue
Right. Settlers Walk. The new footbridge over the creek below
Westerman's Hut.
Photo supplied by PCL

Back cover photographs
The NPA’s photographic exhibition has been presented at a
variety of venues through the year.
Some of the field guides published by the NPA ACT.
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