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From the president
Being the President of the NPA ACT can provide some very
special moments, and the launch of the NPA ACT’s newest
publication, Namadgi — a National Park for the National
Capital, was one of those. Launched by the ACT Minister for
the Environment, Mr Simon Corbell, at the Namadgi Visitor
Centre, it was an occasion that honoured the talents of the
NPA ACT’s members, so many of whom had a hand in the
production of the book.

Namadgi — what a book!
When I received my first copy my jaw literally dropped as I
took in the glorious photography, words and maps that make
up this celebration of Namadgi National Park. Since then, I
have had the pleasure of watching similar reactions in others as
they get their first glimpse of the book.
The hospitality of the staff of the Namadgi Visitor Centre
ensured that the venue for the launch was all that we could
have wanted, with the Park itself providing a superb backdrop.
I was particularly pleased to welcome to the launch, as a link
to the future, Mark, Chelsea and Hayden, representatives from
the ACT’s newest school, aptly named the Namadgi School.
Thanks to all involved, especially Christine Goonrey and
Sonja Lenz, for achieving such a high-quality publication. It
captures the spirit of Namadgi and makes its wild and beautiful
places accessible to all.

Environment Sub-committee re-formed
Conservation has always been one of the key roles of the
NPA ACT and the reconvened Environment Sub-committee
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will continue to play an
important part in shaping the
NPA ACT’s
responses
to
environmental issues. The subcommittee is open to all
NPA ACT members so please
consider whether this is an area
that you may be interested in
helping with. A separate article on the
sub-committee appears in this issue of the Bulletin.
The challenges facing conservation areas in Australia remain
ever present. Over the past couple of months the NPA ACT has
had letters to the editor published in the Canberra Times on the
resources available to Parks, Conservation and Land for the
management of the ACT’s conservation reserves and on the
pressures for opening up conservation reserves to hunters in
NSW. The NPA ACT was also one of the speakers at the
Conservation Council’s March forum on recreation in reserves.
All these matters reflect the pressures facing society and
land managers. Already with the proposed developments in the
Molonglo area of Canberra, the emphasis for the provision of
recreational opportunities for the new residents seems to fall
upon the reserves and open spaces of the river corridor. The
NPA ACT would argue that this is a failure in the recreational
planning of these suburbs. The reserves and wild places of the
Molonglo Valley are not play areas and need to be respected for
their natural values. This situation again harks back to the need
for an ACT wide outdoor recreation strategy to guide development and new recreational opportunities in the ACT.
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(continued next page)

An outdoor recreation strategy for
the ACT
The residents of Canberra are proud of
their Bush Capital. Very few capital
cities would have the ease of access to
conservation reserves that is available in
Canberra. Canberra Nature Park’s many
and varied reserves share long
boundaries with Canberra’s urban areas.
Other areas, such as the Jerrabomberra
Wetlands, the Murrumbidgee River
Corridor and the Molonglo River
Corridor, have conservation reserves that
are just a short drive from parts of
Canberra.

Recreation in conservation
reserves
Canberra’s residents are being urged to
‘be active’ and many have responded to
this call by participating in a wide
variety of recreational activities. Often
these activities involve some use of the
ACT’s conservation reserves and,
because of the increase in cheap,
mechanised recreation vehicles such as
mountain bikes, trail bikes and fourwheel drives, recreation is no longer just
the traditional walk through the bush for
a large number of outdoor enthusiasts.
Organised events such as ‘boot camp’
training and large-scale competitions in
our reserves are also putting the bush
itself at risk.
The NPA ACT strongly supports lowimpact recreational activities within the
ACT’s conservation reserves.
Associating with nature is a great
way to build up an appreciation of the
values of the natural environment. However, the Association regularly receives
evidence of inappropriate activities in, or
overuse of, the ACT’s conservation
reserves. These reduce the conservation
values that the reserves were established
to protect. Too often the ACT’s conservation reserves are seen as the primary
locations for outdoor recreational
opportunities or for staging recreational
events. There is a real risk of our conservation reserves being ‘loved to death’.

From the president

Provision of outdoor recreation
activities needs planning
The NPA ACT believes that a crucial
planning document missing in the ACT
is an outdoor recreation plan. Such a
document would:
• identify current and developing trends
in outdoor recreation activities in the
ACT
• assess how these trends are being
catered for at present
• identify the gaps in current facilities
needed to support the recreational
activities
• identify mechanisms to fill these gaps.
Where recreational trends involve the
use of the ACT’s conservation reserves,
the outdoor recreation plan would also:
• assess the risk of recreational activities
compromising
the
environmental
values of the reserves; and
• where there is a significant potential
for a recreational activity to reduce
environmental and conservation values,
to identify mechanisms to reduce the
impact.

Looking beyond conservation
reserves
Certainly, the concept of an overall
recreational strategy is not new to the
ACT, but the focus to date has been on
an overall recreation strategy for conservation reserves. The NPA ACT believes
that an ACT-wide plan is required, taking
into account the land in and out of
reserves. In developing this, it will be
important to recognise the work already
embodied in reserve plans of management and specific activity recreation
plans, and link these with opportunities
to meet high-impact recreational activity
requirements outside of conservation
reserves.
The NPA ACT believes that an ACTwide plan is required, taking into
account the land in and out of reserves.

door activities outside of conservation
reserves abound. These include the old
pine
forestry
estates,
eucalypt
plantations, non-conservation reserves,
the new arboretum and greenfield sites.
Another example is the relatively recent
creation of enclosed off-leash dog areas,
which are a positive step towards
reducing pressure on the conservation
reserves from the various impacts of dog
walking.
It will also be important for an outdoor recreation plan to consider regional
opportunities and the mechanisms to
utilise these.

Getting developers and users on
board
The role of developers in providing a
range of recreational opportunities in
their projects will be a key consideration
of the plan. The current planning of the
new suburbs in the Molonglo appears to
concentrate outdoor recreation on the
Molonglo River corridor. However, this
space will also play an important role in
the provision of wildlife corridors. More
emphasis will be needed in the provision
of recreational infrastructure within the
urban boundaries.
A primary consideration in the plan
will be how to ensure the buy-in of
recreational users, especially those
involved in high-impact activities. Both
communication and education will be
important considerations and will be
vital to the successful implementation of
the plan.
Recreation benefits society and needs
to be supported. The challenge will be to
develop an outdoor recreation plan that
safeguards the environmental values of
the ACT’s precious conservation
reserves. The NPA ACT looks forward
to working with the ACT Government
and community in deriving a workable
outdoor recreation plan.
Rod Griffiths

Examples of sites suitable for out-

(continued from page 2)

Membership renewal time
approaches
Finally just a reminder that memberships
will be due on 1 July. Your membership
is very valued by the NPA ACT, so don’t
forget to get your membership return

back to the office. This year we will also
be asking you to confirm that the details
we have in regards to your membership
are correct. Please take time to review
the details included with your membership renewal. It is also that time of year
when we ask you to consider a donation
NPA BULLETIN − JUNE 2011

to the NPA ACT to help us continue our
work in advocating for and protecting
the ACT’s wild places.
As always there are interesting times
ahead.
Rod Griffiths
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Launch of the Namadgi book

03.

01.

02.

NPA’s long awaited and much anticipated
Namadgi book was officially launched by
Simon Corbell MLA, Minister for the
Environment and Sustainable Development, on
Friday 15 April 2011. Appropriately the
function was held at the Namadgi Visitor
Centre, the weather was nice, around 100
enthusiastic souls turned up, and our book got
off to a very auspicious start.
A particular feature of the launch was the
presentation of copies of the book to two
students representing Namadgi School which
opened its doors (in Kambah) for the first time
in February. NPA President Rod Griffiths noted
that these students represented the generations
for whom we are preserving our national parks.
The book has been very well received and has
had excellent reviews. Matthew Higgins’
review in the Canberra Times is reprinted in
this Bulletin. Nearly 100 copies of the book
were sold at the launch, and NPA Treasurer
Chris Emery reported to the NPA general
meeting on 19 May that nearly 1000 copies had
been sold by that date. We are proud of our
book, which was produced with assistance from
an ACT Government Environment Grant.
Max Lawrence

04.

06.

05.
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Photographs from the great day.
Photos facing page
01. Christine Goonrey, convenor of the team that put the book together,
thanks everyone.
02. Minister Simon Corbell officially launches our book.
03. Minister Corbell, NPA President Rod Griffiths and Brett McNamara
enjoy Christine’s speech.
04. NPA President Rod Griffiths presents books to Namadgi School
students Chelsea O’Sullivan and Hayden Teffer, accompanied by
teacher Mark Merritt. Shirley Lewis looks on.
05. Arranging the pre-launch nibbles: Marie Lawrence, Doreen Wilson,
Clive Hurlstone, Adrienne Nicholson, Fiona MacDonald Brand,
Mariana Rollgejser..
06. Amanda Caldwell, Judy Kelly, Graham Scully, Geoff Hope.
07. Brian Slee, Dale Lovatt, Esther Gallant, Michael Goonrey, Kathy Saw,
Annette Smith, Mike Rawnsley.
Photos this page
08. NPA Treasurer Chris Emery sells a copy to Joan Goodrum, watched
by Amanda Caldwell.
09. Brett McNamara autographs copies for Chelsea and Hayden.
10. Mariana Rollgejser who did the wonderful design work for the book.
11. Post-launch sausage sizzle under the trees.
12. Roger Good, Michael and Christine Goonrey, Brett McNamara,
Brian Slee and Dale Lovatt.
13. Barbara and Syd Comfort with Pat Wicks.
14. Sabine Friedrich and Clive Hurlstone (photo taken by Chris Emery
when Sabine put the camera down for a sausage).
15. Lara Lloyd and children Sam and Olivia line up for sausages from
chef Max Lawrence.

10.

11.

12.

Front cover
Namadgi School students Hayden Teffer and Chelsea O’Sullivan with
teacher Mark Merritt and Minister Corbell.
Photographs by Sabine Friedrich unless otherwise attributed

14.
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15.
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Progress report on improving the federal
EPBC Act
The Environment Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999
(EPBC Act) is the major piece of
legislation that conservationists rely on
to seek protection under Federal law for
terrestrial and marine endangered
species and communities. It has many
other purposes, including management
of
World
Heritage
areas
and
Commonwealth protected areas. Each
State and Territory also has its own set
of laws for managing its own
conservation obligations.
In 2008–09 a panel led by Dr Alan
Hawke reviewed the EPBC Act and, in
October 2009, released a report
recommending significant changes to it.
The then Minister for the Environment,
Peter Garrett, held a number of ‘round
tables’ with community and industry
representatives to discuss this report but
did not develop a government response
before the 2010 election. The new
Minister for Sustainability, Environment,
Water, Population and Communities,
Tony Burke, then held several more
‘round tables’ with community and
industry representatives to discuss both
the Act and the Hawke report.
The National Parks Australia Council
has represented our national parks
associations such as NPA ACT at all
these high-level forums. Through this
process we have argued consistently for
added protection for terrestrial and
marine national parks and for the
National Reserve System. We are all
conscious of the increased threat to the
conservation role of our reserved areas
as tourism, development, political game
playing and lack of management
resources combine to put at risk their

capacity to protect our national
biodiversity.
It was particularly interesting that,
even as the Minister assured us that the
current level of protection for national
parks was sufficient, the Victorian
Minister was allowing cattle into the
Alpine National Park and the NSW
Minister was removing protection for
Grey Nurse sharks at Fish Point Marine
Reserve.
What one hopes was the last of these
round tables was held in Sydney on
29 April and, for the first time in this
drawn-out process, Minister Burke
brought together at the same table both
conservationists and industry bodies to
hear each others’ opinions as well as air
his own. While the conservationist and
industry
positions
were
fairly
predictable, the Minister had a few new
ideas of his own.
He gave his highest priorities as
minimising the complexity and red tape
in the process of approving proposed
developments and improving the
conservation outcomes achieved under
the Act. Amendments to the Act will not
be introduced until next year.
To reduce red tape and simplify the
approvals process, he proposes to
develop a single list of endangered
species and communities that combines
State, Territory and Federal lists; publish
clearer industry guidelines about what is
acceptable under the Federal process;
develop a Federal Offsets Policy; and
introduce national standards for the
assessment of proposals for listing of
new endangered species.
To improve the conservation
outcomes under the Act he wants to

introduce the concept of listing whole
ecological communities as well as
individual
species
and
small
communities. The process for this will
be quite different from that for listing
individual species, which requires
lengthy consideration by an expert
panel. The Minister would initiate the
listing process for an ecosystem after
considering the outcomes of broader
reviews or inquires under the Act, such
as a strategic assessment process. How
the process would actually work is not
yet clear.
Conservation groups welcome some
form of ecosystem listing because our
current process of listing single species
and small communities does not offer
the broad landscape-scale conservation
measure that circumstances demand.
However, we are disappointed that this
Minister’s approach ignores the broader
systematic reforms Dr Hawke’s review
originally proposed and focuses so
heavily on meeting industry demands for
quicker, cheaper processes to get their
developments approved.
When we have a government that
focuses on quicker, cheaper processes
for protecting our biodiversity at a
landscape level, we may actually be able
to halt the frightening loss of
biodiversity we are actually living
through.
Christine Goonrey

NPA ACT’s Environment Subcommittee rides again
Yes, it’s back, the NPA ACT’s
environment sub-committee is up and
running again.
The environment sub-committee has
an important role in developing the NPA
ACT’s environmental policies and is the
powerhouse for the development of
submissions and other environmental
policy tools for the Association.
Already, it has been responsible for
the NPA ACT’s submissions on the
Eastern Broadacre Study and the
6

Review
of
the
ACT’s
Nature
Conservation Act. It is currently
supervising the NPA ACT’s new national
park proposal, has identified a need for an
ACT outdoor recreation strategy and has
a watching brief on the proposal for a
new NSW national park centred around
Gininderra Falls.
The convenor of the environment subcommittee is the NPA ACT’s current
president, Rod Griffiths. Meetings are
held at Rod’s house at 5 Yampi Place,
NPA BULLETIN − JUNE 2011

Fisher, at 5:30pm on the Monday before
the NPA ACT’s committee meeting. All
NPA ACT members are welcome to
attend.
For further information contact
Rod on 0410 875 731.
Rod Griffiths

‘New’ woolshed is a welcome sight at
Mulligans Flat
A replacement woolshed positioned in
the Mulligans Flat Nature Reserve in
north-east Gungahlin is a welcome sight
for those who fondly remember the
original shed, destroyed by fire some
years ago. At the time vandals were
suspected of torching the two-stand shed,
built of timber and corrugated iron in the
1940s.
The ‘new’ shed was once part of the
neighbouring Forest View grazing
property and was built about 1930 from
local logs and mostly second-hand
corrugated-iron sheeting. Forest View is
under development for housing and the
shed was targeted for bulldozing because
it was thought to have no heritage
significance.

Rangers save the shed
Rangers, however, believed it was
worthy of preservation and suggested
that it could be placed in Mulligans Flat
and developed as an interpretation
centre. Luckily their idea was accepted
and the rescued shed was moved holusbolus to its new site within a fenced
sanctuary inside the reserve.
The structure is roomy with a timber
floor, and has tables, noticeboards with
environmental information and benches
to sit on. There’s no ceiling, just the
corrugated iron roof. An attached stable
or garage is home to a shipping container
once used as a Mulligans Flat office by
rangers, and still filling that role.
Meetings are held in the shed, and
community groups are encouraged to use
it. There’s a water tank outside, and logs
for seats and a sandpit that might appeal
to families picnicking at the woolshed
while visiting the reserve.
The shed is a kilometre or so from
the entrance gate and occupies the same
site as the original structure, which had
holding pens for sheep and grading bins
for the wool they produced. Like its
predecessor, the ‘new’ shed is a reminder
of the pastoral history of the Canberra
region and of the fact that, for local
farmers, growing wool was a way of life.

about 11.5km long, which encloses about
450ha of the reserve’s 750ha. Before it
was completed in 2009, an estimated
twenty foxes and two feral cats were
killed inside the fence, and since then
there have been no sightings of these
destructive pests. Rangers are attacking
rabbits and hares still roaming the
enclosure and it is hoped that it will be
free of these vermin by the end of 2011.
The success of the fence in keeping
destructive pests at bay will allow the
reintroduction to Mulligans Flat of
locally extinct species, with the bettong
marsupial, sourced from Tasmania, being
the first on the list. Other species will
follow. There are actually fenced areas
within the fence and these enclosures are
designed to keep areas free of kangaroos
so that the effect of these macropods on
vegetation can be assessed.

Easy access
No fewer than 20 access gates for the
public have been built at frequent
intervals along the fence and each has an
evocative name—for example, echidna,
bettong, treecreeper, skink, quoll,
shingleback. A map at each gate tells
visitors where they are in the reserve.
Mulligans Flat has several wetlands
and the largest of these, on the southeastern edge of the reserve, is the subject
of planned repair work in which a large
gap punched in a dam wall over many
years will be filled. Other measures
include the fitting of a plastic liner or
membrane designed to stop water leaking
from the dam.

A haven for bird life
The dam was created in the 1960s as a
farm water supply when Mulligans Flat
was a grazing property, but an

unintentional bonus was that it attracted
many bird species. The dam and the
associated wetland it created, including
drowned eucalypts, became breeding
sites for heron and cormorant. Black
swans and several duck species are also
known to breed there, and a summer
visitor is Lathams Snipe, a migratory
wader that breeds in Japan and migrates
to the east and west coasts of Australia.
Completion of repair work on the
dam will allow the present diminished
wetland to be enlarged so that, once
again,
according
to
the ACT
Government, it will ‘attract uncommon
and rare species such as the Freckled
Duck, Glossy Ibis, Australasian
Shoveller and birds of prey such as
White-bellied Sea Eagles …’ Another
interesting point is that, because of the
fence, the wetland is free of predators
such as foxes, cats and dogs and may
well stand alone in this respect.

… and recreation
Beyond that, Mulligans Flat in its
entirety is obviously a special place for
birdlife because a brochure lists
160 species as having been recorded
there.
Mulligans Flat and the adjoining
Goorooyarroo
Woodland
Reserve
occupy about 1 500ha and, apart from
their value for birdwatchers, are
marvellous places for activities such as
bushwalking and cycling. Their
importance, environmentally and for
physical and mental wellbeing, is
evident when you approach Mulligans
Flat: crammed suburbia in the shape of
Forde and Bonner is depressingly
inescapable.
Graeme Barrow

Predator-proof fence
Having not been to Mulligans Flat for
several years, one of the first things I
saw on a recent visit was the imposing
predator-proof fence, 1.8m high and
The woolshed now at Mulligans Flat
serves as an interpretation centre.
Graeme Barrow
NPA BULLETIN − JUNE 2011
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Book review
Namadgi: a National Park
for the National Capital
Edited by Christine Goonrey et al,
National Parks Association of the
ACT Inc, 89pp, $25
Critics of Canberra must never have
ventured beyond the city’s back door. If
they had, they would have realised how
very lucky the residents of the national
capital really are. For Canberrans have in
their hinterland the wonder that is
Namadgi National Park. This new
publication reveals the beauty and
heritage significance of Namadgi and
how it can be enjoyed by bushwalkers
and other visitors.
Namadgi might never have become a
national park without the efforts of the
National Parks Association of the ACT.
Formed in 1960 NPA soon launched a
campaign for ‘a national park for the
national capital’. A major event in those
early years was a 1962 bushwalk by
several members into the mountains of
the ACT’s deep south. Fiona Brand,
quoted at the beginning of this book, was
one of the walkers: ‘We climbed
Mt Kelly … and the views all round over
mountain
ranges
and
valleys …
convinced us that this piece of beautiful
alpine country must be a national park
for all future generations’.
It took over two decades but success
came with then federal minister Tom
Uren’s declaration of Namadgi in 1984.
The park has since been enlarged and is
part of the chain of Australian Alps
National Parks. The NPA has continued
to scrutinise the park’s management and
has been quick to defend Namadgi from
anything that threatened the park’s
conservation values. NPA has always
facilitated people’s enjoyment of the
park too, both through organising walks
and via publications, including a number
of field guides.
This new book, conceived last year
by then NPA President Christine
Goonrey as part of the association’s
fiftieth anniversary activities, makes a
major contribution to both the conservation and the enjoyment of our ACT
national park. Anyone who looks at this
book will be immediately struck by the
great beauty of the park and will want to
go there. Unashamedly a coffee-table
publication, Namadgi contains a welter
of excellent images (mostly by NPA
members themselves) and insightful text
which outlines the park’s values.
The book looks at Namadgi’s
geography and geology (the oldest rocks,
8

the Adaminaby Group sediments, are
450 million years old), the role of water
(Namadgi contains our most important
water catchment and this is indeed why
much of the park is relatively
undisturbed), and flora and fauna (over
130 bird species live in the park, there are
35 mammals, and myriad beautiful plants
grow in the various zones from open
valleys to rocky peaks). Namadgi’s
various ecosystems are sketched in,
portraying again the diversity and
importance of the natural relationships
that exist in our mountain areas. Contributing authors outline the seasonal
rhythms — mountain seasons being so
explicit compared to lower elevations —
and the book successfully captures the
changing moods of the high country. It
also conveys the human experience of the
park, giving an indication of the rewards
that await bushwalkers, ski tourers and
car-based park visitors.
Although, as might be expected of a
mountain book, many of the images are
of grand mountain views, there are lots of
close-ups of the fine detail, whether it’s
tree bark, lichen or tiny wildflowers.
Combined, the image content of the book
gives an all-encompassing picture of the
park.
There are sections too on Indigenous
heritage and European heritage. Unfortunately the latter is a little spoiled by
several historical errors. Community
groups (particularly the Kosciuszko Huts
Association and the NPA itself) have
worked over many years with the ACT
Parks and Conservation Service to
conserve historic places in the park, and
recently the Park opened the Settlers
Track in Namadgi’s south, linking and
interpreting a range of heritage places for
walkers. The NPA’s role in the Gudgenby
NPA BULLETIN − JUNE 2011

Bush Regeneration project — a highly
successful community effort to replace a
former pine forest with native plants
over a very substantial land area — is
described in the book.
Towards the end of the volume there
is a selection of suggested bushwalks
which, combined, represent a good
range of the types of walks that people
can do. The authors’ closing words here
convey the tremendous satisfaction —
and sheer physical effort — that venturing into our wild hinterland involves:
‘The 360 degree views enjoyed from the
granite tors of Mount Burbidge, the
rugged top of Mount Kelly and the
treeless scalp of Mount Namadgi are
like no others in the ACT … Indelible
memories are treasured, buoying
flagging bodies on the return journey’.
Beautifully designed and very
reasonably priced, this book is a fitting
crown to the NPA’s achievements over
the last 51 years. Whether you are a
walker or not you are bound to enjoy
even an armchair journey among the
peaks, valleys, streams, forests and
human heritage of Namadgi National
Park.
Matthew Higgins
Matthew Higgins is a Canberra
historian, curator, bushwalker and
skier. His book Rugged beyond
imagination: stories from an
Australian mountain region, was
published in 2009 by NMA Press.
This review first appeared in The
Canberra Times, 16 April 2011
[Matthew will be meeting with
NPA to discuss the historical errors
he noted, and details will be posted
on the NPA website.
Ed.]

Bush gardening
January
January —
silent ski lodges
brood
among summer flowers —
empty mausoleums
bushwalkers
ahead of me
on the track …
a cloud of chatter
floats over their heads
lost the track
in waist high scrub
floundering
stumbling ... wobbling
scratched ... pushing through
alpine daisies
in the tussock
bread and cheese
under the snowgum
shared with a million flies
sun gleams
on dead white tree trunks
cloud shadows
move across
a graveyard of snow gums
breathless
at eighteen hundred metres ...
sometimes I feel
like a seventy year old
with a heart condition
Gerry Jacobson

The NPA ACT work program for
Saturday 26 February sounded benign,
clearing willows along the Molonglo
River below Coppins Crossing. Martin
Chalk, the team leader, did advise us to
wear gumboots and bring a saw and
loppers — fairly standard.
Beth, the only north-side ranger on
duty that day, gave us an excellent
briefing, interrupted three times to
admonish cyclists emerging from their
illegal ride in the Special Purpose Nature
Reserve, which is over a stile and across
the track from a future suburb.
Yes, we volunteered, we could clear
a couple of kilometres of willows below
the crossing. We were nine hardy souls:
Martin, Michael Goonrey, Sonja Lenz,
Brian Slee, Kathy Saw, Mike Huson,
Adrienne Nicholson, Neville Esau and
Kevin McCue.

Clearing the willows … and
other exotics
It was a short walk down the bank from
the access road to the river through the
1.5m tall native grasses including
Kangaroo Grass, with a liberal
sprinkling of the usual suspects —
St John’s Wort, Paterson’s curse,
verbascum,
blackberries,
briars,
hawthorns, a peach and some new ones I
couldn’t name. More weed species than I
was used to tackling all in one place. We
gave up on most of them to concentrate
on the willows, hundreds of small ones
poking out from the piles of sandinfused woody debris littering the banks
after the recent flood. Often the 20cm
high sprout was connected to a short
stem of willow, just a few tens of
centimetres long, with tendrils of
straggly roots that could be prised from
the sand in one piece.
Then we struck the trees — willows,
beech and radiata pine— and with lots of
cutting and dabbing with Roundup™
didn’t progress much further downstream. At least it wasn’t far to travel for
lunch. By 12:30 it was quite warm and
got warmer as the day progressed; 29°C
at the airport, a few degrees hotter along
the valley floor I suspect.

the distance. Small birds seen included
Diamond Firetails, with their characteristic short rising call, Yellowrumped Thornbills, Grey Fantails and
wrens.

Plenty more to be done
A rather large, immaculately dressed
caterpillar tried to gatecrash our lunch
but we adjourned to feast on big ripe
blackberries. Returning to the fray for
another hour or two, we cut and dragged
the willow offcuts high above the
strandline of the last flood level but
flagged a bit in the weather. Sad to say
we left plenty for another work party,
another day.
Kevin McCue
Photos by Kevin McCue.

Amazing bird life
It wasn’t all bad, the bird life was
amazing. A pair of Bee Eaters (see
photo) darted about, feeding on the wing
as we too tucked into lunch, a very
elegant Peregrine Falcon wheeled overhead at speed and a Wedge-tailed Eagle
was spotted soaring in the thermals in
NPA BULLETIN − JUNE 2011
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News from Macquarie Island
Recently reports have been
broadcast about the current
program to rid sub-Antarctic
Macquarie Island of the rabbits that
have
caused
widespread
devastation on the island. The
island’s vegetation has been subject
to denudation resulting in extensive
erosion and deterioration of the
habitat of a number of bird species.
In 2010, the Macquarie Island
Pest Eradication Program (MIPEP)
began aerial baiting of the island
but was plagued by bad weather
and the program was halted after
only some 8 per cent of the island
had been baited. The MIPEP team
headed back to the island in April
this year, a month earlier than in
2010, to have a second attempt at
the baiting. The program aims to
eradicate rabbits, rats and mice by
accurately laying baits over the
whole island utilising helicopters,
with on-ground measures to reduce
bycatch, and then to hunt down any
remaining rabbits that survive the
baits. Twelve dogs have been
trained to assist in this work and
these, along with a large team of
dog handlers, hunters, bait
handlers and helicopter crew
travelled to the island aboard the
Antarctic supply ship the Aurora
Australis in April.
In addition to the MIPEP team,
the Aurora also transported several
other groups conducting various
programs on the island. One group
was there to carry out field work as
part of the preparation of a
Geoconservation Strategy for the
island. Macquarie Island was listed
as a World Heritage Area primarily
for its unique geological and
geomorphological values. It is the
only island in the world composed
entirely of oceanic crust rocks from
the mantle deep below the earth’s
surface and is a geological wonder
and one of the truly remarkable
places on earth. The strategy will
identify sites of geoconservation
significance on the island and
provide
management
recommendations.
Michael Comfort, Syd’s son,
took part in this survey and emailed
a summary of his visit to the island
from the Aurora before setting sail
back to Hobart.

Sent:
Fri Apr 29 2011
Subject: Back on the ship
Hi there
We got back on the ship this afternoon
after seven wonderful days on the island.
We got to see a lot of the island as we
were pretty much on the move the whole
time once we went ashore last Saturday.
This was after a frustrating day spent on
the ship steaming up and down the east
coast in sunshine but in conditions too
windy and surfy to land. After four days
on the ship we were all keen to get
ashore. Our trip ashore was pretty
interesting starting with a climb down
the ships side on a rope ladder and
jumping into an IRB (inflatable rubber
boat) then coming alongside and
scrambling on board a LARC (Light
Amphibious Resupply Craft) which was
nearly as old as I am, before heading in
through the surf and finally to the
station.
After equipping ourselves and after
safety briefs at the station we eventually
got away and our party of four headed
off across the island to the west coast via
the plateau. (Macquarie Island is
approximately 34km long and 3 to 5km
wide, with a steep coastal escarpment
leading to a plateau 200–350m above sea
level. It is located at 54°30’ south some
1500km south east of Tasmania.) We
passed a small colony of King Penguins
before we left the coast, then made a
steep climb up the escarpment and set
out across the windswept plateau. The
weather was overcast and we got a bit of
rain but this unbelievably was the only
rain for the whole trip. We eventually

King penguins on a pebbly shore
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Elephant
seal

arrived at Bauer Bay just on dark to a
very cosy hut. All the huts on the Island
are equipped with sleeping bags, food
and stoves so our packs should have
been light but we had to carry a fair
amount of safety equipment (mainly lots
of clothes, radio, radio tracking devices,
bivvy bag, sleeping mats etc.) so I was
pleased to put the pack down. The west
coast was pretty wild with a big sea
running and a few large elephant seals on
the sandy beach.
The next day it was blowing an
absolute gale the ship having recorded
76 knots. We had a site to visit above the
hut and you could hardly stand up in the
wind. It was not so windy back on the
coast and we followed the coast south
across some very wet ground to a cave
where a group of 19th Century shipwrecked sailors had survived for three
years before being rescued. Their diet
over that period largely consisted of
wandering albatrosses! We then had to
climb up to the plateau again and cross
back over to the east coast, luckily with
the wind behind us. Not super cold but
the wind chill factor is severe and you do
have to cover up all the skin to keep
warm. This was another lovely hut right
on the coast with more seals and
penguins nearby. Going to the toilet is
interesting. You take a shovel and loo
(continued on page 11)

News from Macquarie Island (continued)

Relic coastal sea stack.

paper and head for the beach trying not
to disturb too many elephant seals and do
your business keeping an eye open in
case the seals take an interest in you, or a
big wave comes in! Best performed
during daylight hours.
From Green Gorge we again headed
back to the west coast but only to the
edge of the escarpment so we only had
one big climb and descent for the day.
Spent a lot of the day up on the plateau,
windy but clear skies and lots of great
views. That night we were in an orange
fibreglass hut that resembled a space
ship, pretty comfortable and even had
chocolate! The huts had not yet been
resupplied for the year so some goodies
were in short supply but it varied from
hut to hut.
It snowed overnight and we woke to
a dusting of snow on the peaks and the
plateau. We had a shortish day walking
down to the southern end of the island to
Hurd Point, which is an amazing location
for a hut with a commanding view out
over the Southern Ocean. There is a huge
Royal Penguin colony at Hurd Point with
several hundred thousand pairs! They
had left for the open sea a few weeks
prior to our visit so it was not quite as
chaotic as it is during summer but we
still saw and smelt evidence of their
summer visit. Tricky walking around and
you do not want to fall over in the muck
left by that number of birds. There were
a few stragglers around who had not
quite finished their annual moult and
they looked somewhat down and out.
There were a lot of seals on the beach
and from our bunks we could hear the
snorting, grunting and farting that
seemed to go on all night. We also saw
an aurora out across the water from the

hut making it a very special night.
Next day we were to be picked up by
helicopter but we had a long wait till
early afternoon when the helicopter
finally arrived and we were flown up
over the plateau to Brothers Point, giving
us a different perspective of the long
narrow island. The hut here was another
orange space ship on the coast. More
work up on the plateau where the wind
was very strong but fortunately no rain
so not too bad to work in. We had a big
baking night, knocking out seven pizzas
for the four of us.
We had an early start the next day
and walked once again across to the west
coast then followed the coast around to
the station. As we walked across the
plateau we had thick mist but as we
approached the west coast the sun started
coming out and we experienced a great
walk around the coast in lovely sunshine.
Very interesting rocks in the northern
part of the island with many exposed
along the coast. It is the only place in the
world where rocks from up to six
kilometres below the ocean floor are
exposed above sea level. It was a long
day, including some tiring walking along
the wet and spongy coastal featherbeds
and we didn’t get to the station until dark
and had an interesting time negotiating
several elephant seal wallows in the
dark. Luckily I managed to stick to the
tussocks and avoid the mucky bogs.
The station was overflowing with
people and we got to sleep on the floor
of a store room. Managed a shower,
though towels were in short supply and
we were down to hand towels only. We
spent our last morning on the island
walking a couple of kilometres down the
east coast in brilliant sunshine and had
fun sitting in amongst the King Penguins
NPA BULLETIN − JUNE 2011

for a while and I could not help but take
some more photos. We had lunch in the
crowded station mess before taking a
LARC back to the ship. Just to top our
trip off we had three killer whales come
in quite close to us as we motored out to
the ship.
The refuelling of the station is being
completed today and there is the
possibility of at least one further day of
off-loading baits for the eradication
program at Green Gorge before we head
back to Hobart. Most of us would prefer
to be on the island rather than stuck on
the ship over this period but they are
very keen to get all the Hobart-bound
folk on board today. Still I only have to
wait until 5.30pm for dinner! Despite the
exercise, I won’t have lost any weight on
this trip with vast quantities of good food
served up three times a day on the ship.
I hope all is well with you all. If the
seas remain calm I will try to send a few
individual emails soon. Thanks for your
updates. It sounds as if everyone
managed to find some offerings from the
Easter bunnies. We enjoyed our Easter
eggs though not until afternoon tea when
I remembered that I was carrying some
in my rucksack!
Have to do some boot washing now,
to try and get rid of the penguin stench.
Cheers
Michael Comfort
Photos by Michael Comfort

Macquarie
Island

ANARE Base

Bauer Bay
Brothers Point

Green Gorge

Hurd Point
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A plague on the Earth?
It is not often you will see quotes from
speeches by politicians in this journal,
and indeed it is a matter of some regret
that we do not see nearly enough
statements from politicians that we
would want to quote. Furthermore,
NPA ACT has a strict policy of being
neutral in the party political sense, its
interest being primarily to further
environmental
and
conservationist
causes.
Having said that, we feel compelled to
quote the following, which was brought
to our attention by Fiona MacDonald
Brand. Neither NPA ACT nor Fiona can
testify to the accuracy of the statistics. It
would be good if they were wrong, but
we fear that is not the case.
These are the opening remarks from a
speech by Kelvin Thomson MP, ALP
Federal member for Wills, to a meeting
of the Warrnambool Field Naturalists on
27 April 2011.
Ed.

Some years ago there was a bumper
sticker that said ‘At least the war on the
environment is going well’. It was a
biting satire on the quagmire that had
developed in Iraq. But the suggestion
that we have declared war on the
environment, that we have declared war
on thousands of other species, is
alarmingly close to the truth. While the
human race grows exponentially,
spreading into every corner of the globe,
pretty much everything else is in retreat
and decline.
Here are some examples of just how
successful the war on everything else has
been.
• Ten thousand years ago, the mass, the
weight, of all the humans on the
earth, plus all our pets, plus all the
livestock we keep to feed ourselves,
was 0.1% of 1% — one tenth of one
percent — of the mass, the weight, of
all the mammals on the earth. The
rest of the mammals — elephants and

•

•

tigers and rhinos and whales and
kangaroos etc. — made up 99.9% of
the mass of all the mammals on the
earth.
By 200 years ago, humans, our pets
and our livestock had increased from
0.1% to 10–12% of the mass of the
mammals on the earth.
Now, we, our pets and our livestock
make up 96–98% of the mass of the
mammals on the earth. The poor old
elephants and tigers and whales and
kangaroos and all the rest of the
mammals have gone from 99.9% to
just 2–4%.

New Namadgi map
Victorian map publishers Rooftop
Mapping Services have produced a new
broadsheet map to complement their
existing maps of Kosciuszko and
Kosciuszko North. The new map is titled
Namadgi – ACT South Activities Map,
and is of 1:50,000 scale. It is a doublesided map, with one side covering areas
as far north as Uriarra and the Canberra
CBD, and the other side extending to the
southern ACT border and Shannons Flat.
The east–west coverage is also generous,
extending over the borders from the
Yaouk and Brindabella valleys in the
west to Queanbeyan and the Googong
Foreshores in the east.
The new map shows much more
information than can be shown on the
existing range of 1:100,000 maps, and
fits into a single package territory
covered by at least eight of the 1:25,000
topographical maps. However, while the
new map is topographical, its contour
intervals are 20 metres as against
10 metres on the 1:25,000 maps. Its
unwieldy size would also mitigate
against its use in the field by
bushwalkers, who will likely continue to
use the 1:25,000 topo maps.
The real value of the map will be
found when it is spread out on the
kitchen table and expedition planning (or
dreaming) is the flavour of the day. The
map is comprehensive in its detailing of
roads,
firetrails,
walking
tracks,
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campgrounds, visitor facilities and other
points of interest. The print is generally
quite large and easy to read, and there
are lots of ‘boxes’ around the perimeter
containing information and commentary
on interesting features. There are several
what appear to be typographical errors in
the text which unfortunately raise some
question as to the accuracy of the
material in general. However, such
doubts do not appear to be borne out by
my inspection of the detail.
While the map should be of particular
interest to bushwalkers, other park users
are also catered for. The route of the
Bicentennial National Trail through the
area is marked for the interest
particularly of horse riders, as is the
route of the Australian Alps Walking
Track (for walkers). Commentary is also
provided on trails, particularly in
Brindabella National Park, open to fourwheel drivers (for example ‘steep’,
‘locked gate’, ‘slippery when wet’ etc). A
particular feature of the map is a set of
19 photos of huts or homesteads on
public land, including some, such as
Max and Berts Hut, which are not easily
accessible.
Regrettably the map legend includes
an item ‘walking or cycle track’ which
does not differentiate tracks that are not
suitable or permissible for cyclists
(Namadgi Plan of Management, page
131).
NPA BULLETIN − JUNE 2011

Overall, the map is a useful and
interesting addition to the growing body
of information on our precious national
park and its environs. But I think the
tracks/areas available to cyclists do need
to be clarified.
The map is available from the
Namadgi Visitor Centre for $11.95.
Max Lawrence

Yarrangobilly Caves, Kosciuszko
National Park
A 12km by 2km remnant of limestone in
the Snowy Mountains has been
dissolved by rainwater percolating along
fractures over recent millenia to form a
classic karst topography: steep sharp
ridges and gullies, sinkholes and caves.
Since their discovery in 1834,
modifications using prisoner labour have
made access more comfortable and
resulted in a popular tourist attraction,
the Yarrangobilly Caves. They were
included in Kosciuszko National Park
when it was gazetted in 1967. Right
opposite the visitor information centre,
there is a large two-storey wooden
building, Caves House, to accommodate
visitors. It dates back to 1901, but is
newly refurbished.
Dripping water causes the growth of
spectacular white and iron-stained
stalactites and stalagmites, still relatively
undamaged a century after the area
became a popular tourist destination (see
photo). The dampness of the publicly
accessible caves explains the notable
absence of bats.

mainly drowned
under Lake Burley
Griffin.
Shell
fossils found in the
Yarrangobilly
limestone date its
formation to about
420 million years
ago in a shallow
sea, contemporary
with the Canberra
deposit.
Both
limestone deposits
were buried and
consolidated, then
slowly raised to
approximately
their
present
positions over the
last 54 million
years, the uplift
continuing to the
present day.

Links to ‘The Limestone Plains’

Yarrangobilly lies
midway between
Adaminaby
and
Entrance to South Glory Cave; visitors can enter this
Tumut. To get there
cave on a self-guided walk.
by
road
from
at the beautiful calcium carbonate
Canberra take the Snowy Mountains
formations in the caves you can walk
Highway via either Yass or Cooma. We
down to the river and have a dip in pools
chose the more direct, partially gravel,
of the geothermal springs, at a very
road over the Brindabellas via Piccadilly
comfortable 27°C. The source of the
Circus to show off to our visitors the
heat is the decay of radioactive minerals
northern part of Namadgi National Park.
below the limestone.
When you tire of oohing and aahing
There are at least four different
routes for the return trip to Canberra. We
headed south on the Snowy Mountains
Highway and arrived at Cooma just in
time for dinner. It was a very pleasant
and interesting day out, and would be
ideal for an NPA ACT car camp.

We took a self-guided tour of the South
Glory Cave, then joined a regular tour of
the Jillabenan Cave led by a
knowledgeable Parks Service guide.
Outside the visitor centre where tours are
organised is a large outcrop of dark grey
limestone. This looks very similar to the
small outcrop near the National Museum
in Canberra, a remnant of larger deposits
that gave rise to the name ‘The
Limestone Plains’, which are now

Getting there
and back

Kevin McCue
Photos by Kevin McCue

Stalactites and stalagmites
come in various forms and colours.
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Mt Scabby: report on a packwalk
Walk: Mt Scabby and ‘the tarn’,
12–14 March 2011
Participants:
Steven
Forst
(Leader), Esther Gallant,
Trevor
Lewis,
Judith
Webster.
Showers, showers, showers, read
the forecast for all three days of
the March long weekend, and
cloud draped the ranges as our
party of four set out, undeterred,
bound for Mt Scabby and ‘the
tarn’. We found the road to the
Yankee Hat carpark closed not far
in from its junction with the
Boboyan Road — possibly due to
a wash away, or rain damage of
some sort, so our leader, Steven
Forst, made a decision to keep
driving and start our walk from
the Old Boboyan Road track
head. Either way would have meant
starting with a road bash, but the upper
valley of Naas Creek would ease us in
to our base camp in the Sams Creek
valley without the stiff climb to the
Gudgenby saddle that would have
faced us on the walk-in from Yankee
Hat.

Up Naas Valley way
The wide-open spaces of the Naas
Valley presented a sea of golden
kangaroo grass, luxuriantly heading in
this fertile season, rudely interrupted in
places by stands of thistles. Pools,
puddles and quagmires abounded. We
passed the man-made landmarks, the
chimney of the Boboyan Homestead
and its attendant orchard, and Lutons
Crutching Shed. The cloud had lifted,
Mt Gudgenby’s summit came into
view, and a spur of Mt Scabby behind.
We halted for lunch in a clump of trees
near the narrowing of the valley where
the flats give way to bush. Shortly
beyond, we left the ‘management trail’
for the closed section of the Sams
Creek fire trail.
The trail became increasingly
overgrown as we forged up the valley,
and made the short climb to the low
ridge dividing the catchments of Sams
and Naas creeks. Steven had originally
planned to take the party as far as the
pleasant campsite in the last clearing,
going up-valley, before the headwater
plain of Sams Creek below Mt Kelly.
But he needed to be out early in the
day on Monday, so he decided to look
out for earlier camping possibilities.
Sams Creek, where we first

Judith, Trevor, Steven and Esther.

encountered it, didn’t seem to offer
much, and the creek crossing looked
problematic; thickets of both dead and
living tea-tree flanked the deep, fastflowing stream. A reconnaissance was
called for, and in the process we
discovered both the point where the old
trail crossed the creek, and reasonable
camping among trees up and away from
the waterlogged valley floor. We needed
no encouragement to drop packs and
make this our home for the next two
nights. As we prepared our evening
meals, nature treated us to a spectacle in
the form of Mt Gudgenby’s craggy
summit ridge, its domes and tors
brilliantly back-lit by the setting sun. The
cloud and threat of rain had dissipated,
and a clear, chilly night seemed in
prospect.

Up to Mount Scabby
Steven announced a leisurely start to the
next day; a carefree sleep-in followed by
a 9:00am departure. Clear skies
prevailed, in defiance of the forecast.
The plan had been to go up-valley via
another campsite, and ascend the Scabby
Range from there. But the going proved
harder than expected; the old fire trail
often disappeared among head-high pea
scrub; deceptively park-like valley flats
offered an alternative route in places, but
not an easier one. A spell among the
tussocks and swamps soon persuaded us
to take to the valley slopes again in
search of the trail, or whatever clear
leads we could find. It took us all of an
hour and a half to reach the campsite. It
was every bit as pretty a spot as I
remembered from other NPA walks into
this wilderness heartland, but it didn’t

look as if anyone had camped there
recently.
Then we tackled the climb out of
the valley. After an easy-going
stretch, we ploughed into a belt of
regrowth. Our party wasn’t
carrying a GPS, and we became
increasingly uncertain of our
position. Still, it made a change to
experience again the to-and-fro of
discussion
and
disagreement,
without the ‘little black box’ to
arbitrate. Some big boulders
loomed, offering an escape from
the scrub; we heaved ourselves
onto them, and took in a view that
decisively put us back on the map.
There lay the saddle that held the
famous tarn, only half a kilometre
distant, but separating us from it
ran a deep gully choked with more
of the regrowth that we’d just dragged
ourselves through. We needed to choose
between the tarn and the mountain, and
we opted for the latter.

On the summit
As if to smooth the disappointment, we
now found ourselves in perfect walking
country: an open ridge-top where granite
slabs provided pavements a-plenty and
elsewhere, Snow Grass and low-growing
alpine scrub prevailed. But clouds were
thickening and a sudden, violent rain
squall lashed us. It departed as quickly
as it had arrived and we completed the
ascent to a summit as pleasant as any in
Namadgi; a rolling expanse dotted with
stunted Snow Gums and commanding
wide views. A stiff breeze sent us
searching for a sheltered lunch spot
below the outcrop forming the higher,
eastern summit. We watched the
progress of the rain squall forging away
to the south-east as we lunched;
afterwards we visited the western
summit and, with due ceremony, filled
our water bottles from the trickle that
constitutes the highest headwaters of the
Cotter River.
We reluctantly started our descent,
which led into a grassy saddle with a
bold, outcrop-topped subsidiary peak
looming ahead. ‘We don’t need to go
over the top of that thing’, vowed our
leader, but the search for clear leads led
us inexorably up and up until we’d all
but attained the summit of that
distinctive knoll. From here, Steven
elected to make a beeline for our base
camp. We descended gently enough
through regenerating Snow Gum forest
(continued on page 15)
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Book review
High Places — from Maxim’s to Mountains
by Francis Lawrence
It is truly astounding the breadth of
knowledge and skills represented by the
NPA ACT’s membership. And the
publication of High Places — From
Maxim’s to Mountains provides yet
another example of this.
At the NPA ACT’s Christmas party
last December I was approached by a
member I hadn’t met before. Francis
Lawrence spoke with a French accent
and had an aura of wiry toughness. He
had recently published a book about his
life and would I be interested in
reviewing it? He assured me that the
book was heavy on adventures into wild
places and espoused views on
conservation in line with those of the
NPA ACT.
Francis’ enthusiasm had intrigued me
at the Christmas party. What possible
connection could there be between a
renowned restaurant and mountain
climbing? I settled down to the
294 pages of High Places — from
Maxim’s to Mountains.
It is an easy read with a faint French
flavour in the prose gently reminding the
reader of how far the author has come. It
is certainly a long way to Canberra from
Francis’ birthplace of Agen in southwestern France. A book could be written
just on his European experiences, where
his confidence and skills saw him work

in some of the best restaurants,
serving an illustrious list of clientele.
However, once he arrives in
Australia the adventures really start.
He quickly falls for the beauty of
rainforests and is captivated by the
scattered remnants of temperate
rainforest dotted along the coast not
far from Canberra. The descriptions of
some tough days in the NSW
escarpments will be music to the ears
of fellow hardened bushwalkers.
Francis’ career as a waiter funded
the many overseas trips that occur
after reaching Australia. This is
especially so after he catches the
altitude bug and starts seeking higher
and higher places to explore across
the continents. These included some
high-risk escapades on volcanos. His
has certainly been a life lived to the
full.
But his adventures are not always
about going up; there’s skydiving and
some anxious moments under water!
Now if I have any complaints the
first one would be that with so many
adventures the book tends to move
quite quickly over some of them. I
was left hungry for more detail. It was
obvious there were many experiences
and impressions that just weren’t
making it to the page. Many of

Mt Scabby; report on a packwalk
and arrived on the edge of a small
plain, a pretty feature not shown on the
map. We skirted the swamps at its
centre, and crossed its outlet creek on a
bridge of boulders. Then followed a
kilometre-long sidle through some of
the toughest regrowth imaginable — or
maybe it seemed so because it was late
in the day. At long last we had turned
the corner and, with Mt Gudgenby as
our guiding beacon, we could descend,
in improving conditions, to reach the
remains of the Sams Creek fire trail.
Not long after, our tents appeared
through the scrub, a welcome sight at
the end of a day that had proven longer
and harder than expected.

After-dinner poesy and home
in good time
Increasingly overcast skies made for a
mild evening. After dinner, Judith
entertained us with a free-verse prose-

Francis’ experiences could warrant a
book in themselves.
I assume that, to keep costs down,
the photos in the book needed to be in
black and white, but this did affect their
resolution. Nevertheless, the book is,
overall, a good read and a true
celebration of wild and exotic places.
Rod Griffiths
(Francis will be the speaker at the
NPA ACT’s general meeting in
July and books will be available
for sale.)

(continued)

poem she’d written, recounting a heroic
attempt to follow ridges from Shanahans
Mountain to Mt Booth on a winter’s day
full of scrub, rain and snowfall. We
bedded down for the night, to be woken
at some midnight hour by a
thunderstorm. Morning
Rod Slee
revealed a damp and
mist-draped
scene.
Facing us first was a
wet
push
through
shoulder-high scrub on
the overgrown trail,
followed by a long
march through the
expanses of the Naas
Valley. We arrived at the
track-head early in the
afternoon,
giving
Steven plenty of time to

meet his deadline. The showers had
come and gone and the weekend had
held its share of hard slogging, but we
wouldn’t have missed it for quids.
Trevor Lewis

Judith Webster filling her
water bottle at a rocky creek.
Photos by Esther Gallant
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Three days in the Snowy (Rainy)
Mountains
Date:18–20 February 2011
Participants: Philip Gatenby (leader),
Jan Gatenby and Max Smith
Map: Geehi Dam 1:25 000 (first edition)
The three of us started walking from
Guthega Power Station (GPS) in misty
weather at 9:50am, crossed Munyang
River (on some maps called Whites
River) and joined the Disappointment
Spur Track (called Aquaduct (sic) Track
on the map). After about 3km we left the
track and climbed south-east onto
Disappointment Spur. The route was near
to an old, redundant sign proclaiming the
area closed for revegetation, which
seemed to have occurred some time ago
(there may have been a track here in the
past).

To Gungartan summit
Once on the ridge, we followed it
upwards, soon coming to one of two
expected trig stations en route to
Gungartan (at 2068m, the highest peak
north of the Main Range). The trig, atop
a rocky knoll, was not shown on the map
(it is noted in the Geehi Bushwalking
Club’s Snowy Mountains Walks). As we
climbed, occasional breaks in the low
cloud revealed, to the west, the outcrops
of The Rolling Ground and, to the east,
steep drops into the Finns and Snowy
rivers. After a misty lunch we looked for
the second trig station (marked on the
map as SMA0066), eventually finding
what was left of it — a twisted wreck on
the side of a rocky outcrop. Another two

hours of climbing
through
grassland
interspersed
with
trees, patches of rock
and a few gentians,
brought us to the
summit of Gungartan.
By now the mist
had partly cleared
giving views in most
directions. A flock of
ravens
raucously
announced our arrival
and it started to rain.
With the weather
Philip and Jan Gatenby on the summit of Gungartan.
closing in and the
prospect of a cold, wet night we decided up, looked for and eventually found the
against camping near the summit in ruins of Orange Hut beside the
favour of the comfort of the campsites by Munyang–Geehi Road. All that remained
Schlink Hut and being able to cook out was a few foundation stones marked by a
of the rain if necessary. Heading west star picket adorned with a pink ribbon.
from Gungartan’s summit we kept close Rain began in earnest after we joined the
to a creek all the way down to the track to Valentines Hut. The hut, with its
Munyang–Geehi Road then turned north fresh red paint and hearts above the
to the hut, about a kilometre away, where window, provided a welcome respite
from the deluge. Morning tea ran into
we put up our tents.
lunch as we forlornly waited for a break
in the weather.
Drizzle becomes a deluge
The next morning was grey and drizzly.
As low cloud still shrouded the
surrounding mountains our plans again
changed and we decided not to climb
onto The Rolling Ground, opting instead
for a day walk to Valentines Hut
returning, weather permitting, via
Gungartan Gap (just north of the peak).
We left Schlink Hut at 8:40am and, first

Back to Schlink Hut in wet
boots
All too soon it was time to don sodden
footwear and alleged wet-weather gear
for the return to Schlink Hut. The
continuing rain and low, heavy cloud
ruled out venturing off track in search of
Gungartan Gap. Small creeks easily
stepped across in the morning were now
raging torrents, crossed at some peril (as
we found out when the leader was swept
off his feet). Dicky Cooper Creek, which
flows north from Schlink Pass between
Gungartan and The Rolling Ground, was
a spectacular sight as water raged
towards the Geehi River and a small lake
had formed in front of the hut. The creek
beside the hut was now flowing across
the road and getting unnervingly close to
the tent. Fortunately, the rain eased in the
late afternoon and the creeks fell as
quickly as they had risen.

At the end, clear weather(!)
A cool, cloudy and windy morning
prevailed on Sunday. The creek beside
the hut had now returned to normal
levels. The road to GPS showed signs of
yesterday’s downpour, especially south
(continued next page)
Raging creek above the Munyang–Geehi road.
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Gossan Hill: report on a bushwalk
Walk: Gossan Hill, Black Mountain,
20 March 2011
Participants: (7) Brian Slee (Leader),
Klaus Hueneke, Len Haskew, Esther
Gallant, Mike Bremers, Alan Ray,
Adrienne Nicholson.
Weather: Cool, mostly cloudy, brief
shower.
Leader’s comments: This section of
Canberra Nature Park is sliced
through (E–W, N–S) by six-lane
highways. Yet it is possible to avoid
having to sprint across most of the
roads, and the bush in between
remains more than an illusion. Ask
the orchids — they’re flourishing.
It was Sunday and even Jesus (according
to the sign) had fled the neglected
Aranda Shops. However, off-street
parking was all we required. It was
trying to rain and Black Mountain Tower
was in cloud. So we strolled through
Aranda parkland, crossed Belconnen
Way pedestrian bridge and climbed
Gossan Hill in Bruce to reassess the

situation. And, lo, all was good! Three
kangaroos staged a biffing match.
Only 10am, too early for a break, so
we headed east on Bruce Ridge until
blocked by Gungahlin Drive (concrete
barriers
lined
the
lanes
under
construction). The adjacent artworks
(boulders hoisted onto log tepees) did
nothing to raise our spirits. Coffee at
Calvary was suggested by Klaus. The
hospital was only metres away. It was
Open Day but, resisting the delights of
endoscopy demonstrations and mortuary
tours, we retired to Zouki’s cafeteria
which served unexpectedly good hot
drinks.
Stimulated, and pleased to find an
unknown Gungahlin Drive underpass,
we continued east and south through
bush, darted across Belconnen Way (our
only major traffic encounter), then
climbed Black Mountain, gently then
steeply. Earlier, Parson’s Band orchids
(Eriochilus cucullatus) had blocked our
way on Bruce Ridge, now good
examples of Greenhoods (Pterostylis sp.)

caused
delays.
And
a
quail.
Nevertheless, we made it to the summit
and draped ourselves on a rocky outcrop
for lunch.
Rain held off until we finished eating
and then gave up after a token effort.
Esther led the descent on multiple tracks
to Caswell Drive underpass. Only
Adrienne would know the name of the
additional varieties of orchids found on
the way. Of our contingent, 14.3 per cent
had detached just before the climb. Now
Esther departed for home: attrition rate a
worrying 28.6 per cent.
From here it was an uphill trudge
along the southern boundary of Aranda,
then down through the remarkable
swathe of bushland, albeit recently burnt,
that bisects the suburb and leads back to
the shops. On the way a pair of
cockatoos posed for cuteness awards in a
tree hollow. Back at 2:45pm. Distance
measured by Mike at 11km. Good walk,
worth repeating. Suitable for mid-winter;
also summer half day.
Brian Slee

Three days in the Snowy (Rainy) Mountains (continued)
of Schlink Pass where the surface had
been badly eroded. We passed the site of
Whites River Hut, damaged by fire last
year and now recently demolished. We
then crossed a weir on Munyang River at
its in-take and followed the pipeline
track. After a brief detour to Horse Camp
Hut for morning tea, we continued to the
surge tank above GPS and onto the gatehouse for lunch. Our route back to the
power station and car from the gatehouse
involved a steep descent beside the
power station’s water pipes then the zigzags of the Munyang–Geehi Road. Back
at the car by 1:45pm the weather had all
but cleared from the surrounding peaks.
Philip Gatenby
Postscript: Back in Canberra a
check of the Bureau of Meteorology
site indicated that the nearby
weather station at Perisher Valley
had recorded 117mm of rain during
Saturday 19 February.

A sodden bushwalker on the almost drowned Munyang–Geehi Road.
Photos by Philip and Jan Gatenby

NPA Art Week at Gudgenby Cottage
Experience Namadgi from your more artistic side.
NPA ACT has a ‘pencilled in’ booking for the Gudgenby
Cottage for 11 to 18 September, 2011 (subject to revision, but
it will be close to the spring equinox).
A chance for members of NPA ACT to indulge their more
creative selves through sketching, painting, craftwork, writing,
photography, or other artistic endeavours. Explore Namadgi

from this handy base in the Gudgenby Valley; make full use of
available daytime; share warm, comfortable and convivial
evenings— an inspirational ‘home’ with all mod cons.
You can join in for one day or several days, but note that
overnight numbers are limited (six people per night).
For information and to express your interest in participating,
contact Christine Goonrey on
cgoonrey@grapevine.com.au or 6231 8395, or
Adrienne Nicholson on 6281 6381.
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Big Bugtown Hill: bushwalk report
Walk: Big Bugtown Hill,
17 April 2011
Participants: (6) Brian Slee (Leader),
Zak Warden, Peter Anderson-Smith,
Ian Warden, Greg Lawrence, Ed
Highley
Weather: Cold at first then mild; clear
sky, occasional zephyrs.
Having walked into Nungar Plain from
most directions, was there access from
the east? Yes, from Bugtown Road,
which turns north off the Snowy
Mountains Highway, 5km west of
Adaminaby. We arrived there about
8:30am via the recently graded Boboyan
Road, having departed Kambah Village
at 7:00am. Fog was clearing to a
sparkling morning.
Not far in, Bugtown Creek and
Goorundee Rivulet converge at the road
in a twin ford; only half a metre deep so
no problem. The remainder of the 8km to
Kosciuszko National Park boundary is
4WD, up a gate-infested valley, green
from a good season and rich with lovely
old eucalypts. It is rarely visited so the
cows were offended by our presence,
staring and muttering, yet eager to get
out the way. One map locates ‘Robinsons
Hut’ ruin at Bugtown but no trace could
be found in the grove of towering
deciduous trees.
We parked near a gigantic gum and
set out at 9:25. Boundary Trail undulated

Greg, Ed, Ian, Zac and Peter on Big Bugtown Hill Photo by Brian Slee

through fine unburnt forest for the first
2km; fungi abundant. Then, at the creek,
it began the 400m climb to Big Bugtown
(1 624m). Steep, so we stopped for a
drink. Here the leader found a lost vest,
thereby claiming the Easter egg reward
posted by owner, Kathy Saw. A miracle,
of course, but there were grumbles about
concealed info. As we proceeded up the
ridge, distrust of the leader increased
when he falsely proclaimed a ‘last steep
climb’. Order was restored when
morning tea was declared, short of the

Long Plain panorama. Watercolour by Gary Thompson
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top, in a delightful woodland. A
kookaburra cleared its throat, wallabies
crunched.
We trudged up the last slope to the
‘no views’ peak; a knock on the weather
station door went unanswered. Group
photo under the old trig. We descended
north, gaining glimpses of ACT’s
mountains, then west past olive green
black sallees as Nungar Plain emerged in
the distance, backed by Mt Nungar and
Blackfellows Hill.
Brayshaws Hut, on the edge of the
plain, is a small timber shed hosting
infrequent guests, mainly horse riders
from Wares Yards. We ate, then chatted
on, filling the silence. Back on the track
at 1:00pm, we encountered two Whitelipped Snakes, one quick, the other dead.
Kangaroos, no brumbies. The path rose
from the plain into forest and then sloped
down through tall trees. We had
completed a 14km circle around
Bugtown Creek catchment. At the cars at
2:45pm.
Adaminaby bakery was to be next,
but having stated they open on school
holiday Sundays, they had not. Nor had
the adjacent cafe. So home in a hurry,
arriving 4:45pm. None of us was
scratching so where does ‘Bug’ come
from? A good first excursion to
Bugtown, to which interest could be
added in future by going off-trail,
e.g. following the course of the creek.
But the road in is very much subject to
the weather. If offered again, Gavels Hut
circuit should be tagged as an
alternative.
Brian Slee

Book reviews — wildflowers and animals
The National Library of Australia
has recently published three
separate volumes documenting
drawings and paintings of
Australian wildflowers and fauna
by pioneering artists. Fiona
MacDonald Brand reviews them as
follows.

The Business of Nature — John Gould
and Australia
Roslyn Russell
National Library of Australia, 2011
224 pages.

A Brilliant Touch — Adam Forster’s
Wildflower Paintings
Christobel Mattingley
National Library of Australia, 2010
159 pages.
Recently Christobel Mattingly spoke at
the National Library about her book, A
Brilliant Touch, published by the Library.
This is the story of Adam Forster’s
wildflower paintings, which he began
painting in 1891 while he was a resident
of Sydney and held the position of
Registrar of the Pharmaceutical Board.
In 1922 he became a member of the
Naturalists Society of NSW and showed
his paintings of wildflowers at their
meetings. He also met David Stead, a
pioneer conservationist who suggested to
the publishers Angus & Robertson that a
book about Australian wildflowers was
needed. He told them that Adam Forster
would be the ideal illustrator. Sadly
Adam died in 1928 and it wasn’t until
1938 that Thistle Harris used some of his
918 paintings in her book Wildflowers of
Australia.
The National Library holds Forster’s
paintings, which were presented to it by
the Forster family in 1949. Christobel
Mattingley’s beautiful little book now
makes them more easily accessible to
nature lovers and the public generally.
The book can be purchased from the
NLA book shop for $29.95.

This beautiful book contains over
130 colour plates of Australian birds and
other animals, drawn and painted by
John and Elizabeth Gould.
John Gould (1804–1881) was a
famous
and
productive
English
ornithologist with a huge published
output that included work with Charles
Darwin. He spent only a few years in
Australia in the late 1830s but this
yielded material for a mass of
publications produced on his return to
England. Birds of Australia, published
progressively during the 1840s, included
600 plates in seven volumes, 328 of
which were of birds new to science and
named by Gould.
Author Roslyn Russell writes:
John Gould’s legacy in Australia
is threefold. He is regarded as the
father of Australian ornithology,
as
an
early
prophet
of
environmental damage such as
species extinction, and as the man
whose name was adopted by one
of Australia’s most enduring
nature
conservation
organisations, the Gould League.
The
League’s
centenary
was
celebrated in 2009. It has influenced over
a million Australian school children
since its inception by a primary school
teacher in Victoria and followed by other
teachers in other states.
The book also contains nine plates of
birds living in the Himalayan mountains
and drawn and painted by Elizabeth
Gould.
It can be purchased at the National
Library of Australia bookshop for
$49.95.
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For the Love of Nature – E.E. Gostelow’s
Birds & Flowers
Christobel Mattingley
National Library of Australia, 2010
158 pages.
Christobel
Mattingley
researched
Ebenezer Gostelow’s life story for this
book. Ebenezer’s father migrated from
England to Australia in 1848 and
Ebenezer was born in 1866 to his
father’s second wife, Martha Taylor.
In 1881, at the age of 15, Ebenezer
began his teaching career as a pupil
teacher in NSW, and during the ensuing
50 years taught in schools all over the
state. He was always interested in the
birds, insects and flowers wherever he
was, and developed his artistic skills by
painting and, using coloured chalk,
illustrating on the blackboard in his
classroom. His paintings of flowers in
the Broken Hill district after the 1920
floods are a most valuable record of
flowers rarely seen now.
In the 1930s he had many
exhibitions. When he retired from
teaching in 1931 he lived in Concord,
Sydney, but kept exploring and painting
the birds and flowers of the Botany Bay
area. He completed 730 studies of birds.
After his death in 1944 his collection
was brought by his son Cecil to the
National Library of Australia.
This companion volume to the
author’s book on the works of Adam
Forster makes Gostelow’s work much
more accessible.
It can be obtained from the National
Library book shop for $29.95.
Fiona MacDonald Brand
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PARKWATCH
Why this project doesn’t look
like science
Scientific research in national parks, as
anywhere, normally follows wellestablished
processes.
First
and
foremost, priorities for research should
be established by park managers in
consultation with a panel of scientists.
The media release announcing the
[Vic] Coalition’s policy to reintroduce
grazing to the ‘high country’ was made
at the cattlemen’s annual get-together in
January 2009. It made no mention of any
science program; indeed, the policy
didn’t become ‘scientific research’ until
after the Coalition came to power in
November 2010. The policy to reintroduce alpine grazing was publicised only
in and around the East Gippsland region,
where a very vocal alliance with the
cattlemen leading up the state election
helped to unseat the independent local
member, Craig Ingram.
The cattle were introduced to the
park quickly and secretly, just a few days
before the 2010 cattlemen’s annual gettogether, which was attended by at least
nine Coalition parliamentarians. The six
grazing ‘scientific trial’ boundaries are,
in most cases, actually the boundaries of
pre-2005 grazing licence areas, and the
‘fuel reduction service providers’
(i.e. cattle providers) are the cattlemen/
women who previously held those
licences. There are no open tender
processes for the supply of stock for the
‘trial’.
For the first year of the trial, there
has been no consultation with Parks Victoria or with DSE’s research arm.
Indeed, as far as we can see, the first
year of the trial, including the site selection, was not designed by a scientist at
all. Professor Mark Adams, the scientist
handpicked for the research project
(there was no open process for awarding
the 6-year research contract), has given
no support to the first year of the ‘trial’
and is yet to come up with a project
design for the next 5 years.
Standard procedures for setting up
scientific research programs were not
followed. There was no peer review of
the project’s design, no ethics clearance,
no budget property assessment and no
baseline monitoring before cattle were
introduced. The program has been
designed entirely for sites within the
Alpine National Park, even though cattle
grazing already takes place at all
altitudes in public land outside the parks.
Because of the strict environmental
provisions governing research in the
20

park, it will be a far more expensive
program than it would be if conducted in
nearby state forest.
The Bushfire Cooperative Research
Centre has disowned the trial, the
Australian Academy of Science has
questioned its integrity, and 125 distinguished scientists have written a letter
to Victoria’s environment minister
calling on the government to reconsider
the project.
Parkwatch, No. 244 (March 2011)

Mountain bikes in national
parks
NPA recently responded to a discussion
paper from the Dept of Environment,
Climate Change and Water (DECCW)
about cycling in national parks. The
discussion paper was seeking input to
proposed changes to DECCW’s cycling
policy to allow the department to build
more mountain-biking facilities in
national parks. NPA’s Park Management
Committee and several branch committees conducted strategy forums, held
extensive email discussion and attended
the DECCW’s public consultation
sessions. Several submissions were made
by NPA: one head-office submission
summarising overall views and several
branch submissions dealing with
particular local issues.
The feedback from member consultation highlighted that cycling is a form of
recreation and transport that is generally
encouraged by NPA members, but
cycling facilities in national parks must
be balanced with a primary consideration
of the conservation of nature. NPA policy
regards cycling in national parks as an
entirely appropriate activity on all public,
ministerial, park and management roads
outside of wilderness areas and on
particular access tracks where specified
in a Plan of Management. Unfortunately
the cycling discussion document focused
almost exclusively on adventure
mountain-bike riding and did not discuss
facilities for the scenic or family styles
of riding that are important to a larger
section of the community than adventure
mountain biking.
NPA consistently opposed the use of
national parks for high impact adventure
activities due to the damage caused to
flora, fauna and geological features. Our
submission opposed more mountain-bike
tracks being built in national parks.
Overall NPA recognises there is a
demand for specialised mountain-biking
facilities but we do not think that

DECCW should be taking the lead for
the government and developing facilities
with high environmental impact in
national parks. Specialised mountainbike facilities should be located in the
first instance on land that is already
suitably modified and with appropriate
tenure such as some regional parks,
Crown recreation reserves, state parks,
state forest and private land.
DECCW is struggling with insufficient resources to force adequate compliance to its current cycling policy and has
not secured a source of funds to implement its proposed cycling policy. NPA
considers that NPWS urgently needs to
increase its resourcing to manage the
priorities of invasive species, illegal
behaviour and current infrastructure
maintenance. Taking on responsibility
for mountain biking on special tracks is
an inappropriate reallocation of scarce
conservation resources.
National Parks Journal NSW, Vol. 55,
No. 1 (Jan–March 2011)

Phytophthora: it’s a dirty word
Phytophthora cinnamomi may be hard to
pronounce, but it’s easy to spread. If
only it were just a new type of cream
cheese! Instead it’s a fungal disease that
attacks and kills an enormous range of
plants — native and exotic. Very few
plants have any defence. Many wet-area
plants, such as Epacris spp. are threatened with extinction because of it.
Leaves wilt, turn yellow and death
quickly follows. The dead tree skyline is
the most noticeable sign of its presence.
The fungus remains active in dead plant
tissue for up to two years.
Phytophthora is a Greek word, meaning ‘plant destroyer’. The pathogen was
first detected in Australia in 1935, but
not indentified until 1964. It was introduced from South-East Asia, where it
was known as ‘the cinnamon fungus’,
because it was first observed to affect
cinnamon trees. It is most devastating in
areas where annual rainfall exceeds
800 mm. It is particularly serious in
Tasmania, where the majority of the state
is affected. The element of hope in all of
this is that the spores need a vector to
transport them around. That vector is soil
and mud, carried about in shoes and
tyres. Isolated areas with minimal
people, stock or vehicle traffic have a
good chance of avoiding infection.
Here are some tips to ensure we don’t
unwittingly carry these pathogens into
new areas:
(continued on page 19)
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(continued)

• Knock, scrape or brush off all soil
from clothing, shoes or tyres when
entering or leaving an area of bush.
• Stick to established trails unless
absolutely necessary to move off
them.
• Sterilise all tools and shoes before
leaving established trails.
• This is done using a mixture of 70%
meths/30% water
• Do not introduce plant material from
an area outside.
It’s up to those of us who visit the
bush to exercise scrupulous hygiene
practices. Otherwise, let’s face it — it’s
not just only the bush we could infect
and impoverish; we could find ourselves
introducing the pathogen into our own
gardens as well!
National Parks Journal NSW, Vol. 55,
No. 1 (Jan–March 2011)

Cane toads in southern Sydney
In 2010 Sutherland Council staff spent
800 hours seeking, collecting, monitoring and reporting on cane toads found
on council and privately owned land.
Over 200 cane toads were collected by
the council. NPWS officers have also
been patrolling at night listening for the
distinctive nocturnal mating calls of the
male toads and collating data about sex,
size and breeding cycles of the toads
collected.
Toads have been found at Taren Point
and Caringbah and are believed to have
come into the Sutherland Shire via trucks
from Queensland and northern NSW
carrying landscaping or building
materials. NPWS has stressed the
importance for residents to make a
positive identification of any suspected
toads, because they look similar to a
number of native frogs.
National Parks Journal NSW, Vol. 55,
No. 2 (April–June 2011)

Devil attacking my friend in broad daylight. With the Tasmanian Devil facial
tumour disease having decimated the
population of this iconic creature we
were told it was rare to even see one in
the wild, and yet we had not only seen
one but, in my friend’s case, it had
chased him down the road. It was such a
surreal thing to witness that a part of me
couldn’t believe it had actually
happened. Happen it did though, and it
was one of the funniest sights I have ever
seen. Fortunately my friend was able to
jump up and get out of the way before it
could get hold of him. The sight of the
little devil launching itself at him with
mouth agape and all four paws off the
ground is surely something he will never
forget. The fact that both his shoes came
off as he was chased 20 metres down the
road just added to the pantomime.
So why did it attack him? Our conversation with the ranger obviously didn’t
provide any answers and nor did our
subsequent research. One reason might
be fear, but given that we had been
watching him up close and in the open
for 10 minutes it is hard to believe this
was the case. Another idea was that we
were simply in his way and he was in a
bad mood.
This latter idea is the one we have settled on, especially given the Tasmanian
Devil’s reputation for being bad
tempered. What did we learn from this? I
guess the first thing was not to judge the
danger posed by an animal by its cuteness. Another lesson was undoubtedly to
respect the fact wild animals are so
termed for a reason. Perhaps the most
important lesson though was to make
sure we have the video function of our
camera turned on next time we meet a
Tassie Devil. The mind boggles at the
speed in which that video would have
gone viral if I had managed to film it!
National Parks Journal NSW, Vol. 55,
No. 2 (April–June 2011)

Would a Tasmanian Devil
attack a person?

Floods bring weeds and pests

This was the question I posed to a
NPWS ranger while on a recent trip to
Tasmania. The ranger in question
categorically stated that it was ‘impossible’. I probed a little further and
offered a few different scenarios and still
he was adamant. Only when I
hypothesised that if a person had been
lying injured for three days did he
concede that an attack might occur.
The trouble was that only hours
before I had witnessed a Tasmanian

The Barmah–Millewa Forest has been
identified as one of the most weedinfested wetlands on the mid-Murray.
Dr Jane Catford from the University of
Melbourne has published a study into
water flows in the Murray and the link to
invasive species. She researched 24 wetlands in a 400 km stretch of river from
Albury to Echuca. She says that, on
average, most wetlands are made up of
25% weeds, but some, including
Barmah–Millewa, have up to 50%
coverage.
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The weed with the common name
Arrowhead [Sagittaria montevidensis] is
a particularly big problem, she says,
because it clogs waterways, changing the
structure and function of wetlands.
Dr Catford says she will ask the
Murray–Darling Basin Authority to
consider her research when preparing its
water plan. In addition to weeds,
flooding in eastern Australia is expected
to bring increases in feral pigs, rabbits
and wild dogs, and the spread of cane
toads. Scientists from the Invasive
Animals Cooperative Research Centre
warn that a decade of hard work in
controlling feral animals and weeds
could come undone. It’s clear that
additional land management resources
are needed to capitalise on the benefits
of the floods and deal with the threats.
Parkwatch No 244 (March2011)

Koalas fenced out of Port
Campbell wildlife corridor
Recent developments at Port Campbell
have raised the ire of a local group,
which says they threaten the coastal
village character and natural values of
the area. Marion Manifold from the Port
Campbell Community Group says the
privately run camping ground, which is
part of Port Campbell National Park, has
been excised from the terms of the park’s
management plan and that recent
changes are threatening a coastal wildlife
corridor. She says a high wire fence and
security gates have been built on the
camping
ground’s Tregea
Street
boundary, a move that effectively
‘privatises’ public land and changes the
village character of Port Campbell.
‘Koala regularly cross the town to
get to surrounding bush, and so this corridor must not be disrupted with impassable fences’, Ms Manifold says. She is
also concerned that the camping planning permit currently allows 15 cabins,
but there are now 20 and, she says, the
Tregea Street cabins were supposed to be
removed under the management plan.
Nature’s Voice, VNPA Newsletter,
February 2011
Compiled by Hazel Rath
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NPA notices
National Parks Association Calendar
June

July

August

September

Public holidays

Mon 13

—

—

—

General meetings

Thurs 16

Thurs 21

Thurs 18 1

Thurs 15

Committee meetings

Tues 7

Tues 5

Tues 2

Tues 6

Gudgengy Bush Regeneration 2

Sat 11

Sat 9

Sat 13

Sat 10

New
members
of the association
The NPA ACT welcomes the
following new members:
Neil Horbury
Sally Richards
Beth Hyde.

Further details: 1. Annual General Meeting.
2. GBRG. Meet Namadgi Visitor Centre, 9:15am or Yankee Hat car park 10:00am.

We look forward to seeing
everyone at NPA activities.

Notice of Annual General Meeting
All members of the association are invited to attend the
Annual General Meeting to be held at the
Uniting Church Hall at O'Connor at 8:00pm on 18 August 2011
Business: Minutes of the AGM 2010 President's Report
Financial Report
Appointment of Auditor
Election of Office-bearers and Committee
Any other business
Note: all office-bearer and committee positions become vacant at the AGM.
Nominations for the ensuing year are welcome. Please use copies of the nomination
form (below) to nominate members for office-bearer and committee positions for the
coming year.
Following the formal business and guest speaker, members are invited to
the traditional AGM supper.

This Bulletin was prepared by
Editor: Max Lawrence
Sub-editor: Ed Highley
Presentation: Adrienne Nicholson

Nominations for NPA office bearers and committee 2011/12
Nominations are sought for office bearers and committee members to be elected at the AGM on 18 August 2011.
We nominate ………………………………………………………….
for the position of …………………………………………………. in NPA ACT in 2011/12
Proposed by …………………….….......…....……… (signature)

Seconded by ……………….……………………….... (signature)

I accept the nomination ……………………………..…………….. (signature)

Date ………………………..

[This form can be photocopied and used for nominations.]

Membership Subscriptions

Front cover photographs

for 2011-2012 are now due.
This year you will receive (have received) a letter
in the mail asking for membership renewals and
donations. Part of the letter is a printout of the details
we store confidentially on our membership database
and we are asking members to check that the
information we have is still correct:
Name/s,
address,
phone
number/s,
membership type, joining date, your interests
in supporting the NPA ACT, email address and
an indication whether you want to receive our
e-newsletter Burning Issues.

Main photo. Namadgi School students Hayden Teffer and
Chelsea O’Sullivan with teacher Mark Merritt and
Minister Corbell at the launch of the Association’s newest
publication (see pages 4-5).
Photo by Sabine Friedrich
Insets. Left. Elephant seal on Macquarie Island (article page 10)
Photo Michael Comfort
Centre. Christine Goonrey signing a copy of ‘the book’ for Mick
Gentleman (pages4-5)
Photo by Sabine Friedrich
Right. Old/new woolshed at Mulligans Flat (article page 7).
Photo by Graeme Barrow
Back cover

Please take the time to check and correct your
details, if necessary.
Sonja Lenz, Secretary
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Ink and wash picture of Vickery’s Hut by Gary Thompson
Book information. Namadgi: a National Park for the National Capital
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General Meeting
Third Thursday of the month, (not December or January)
8:00pm, Uniting Church hall, 56 Scrivener Street, O'Connor

Thursday 16 June

Thursday 21 July

Thursday 18 August

Orange Hawkweed, alpine invader.
Ms Jo Caldwell
NSW National Parks and Wildlife
Service, Orange Hawkweed
Program Project Officer

High places.

Annual General Meeting

Francis Lawrence
NPA ACT member

followed by

Jo’s presentation will tell us
why Hawkweed is such a
successful weed; current known
sites in Kosciuszko NP; and about
survey and GIS methods. Jo will
also tell us about the Orange
Hawkweed program and the
associated volunteer program.

Francis has just written his
autobiography, High Places – From
Maxims to Mountains and will
share some of his adventures with
us.
Francis will have copies of his
book for sale after his talk. (See
review on page 15).

National Parks Association of the ACT Incorporated
Inaugurated 1960
Aims and objectives of the Association

• Promotion of national parks and of measures for the protection of

•
•
•
•

fauna and flora, scenery, natural features and cultural heritage in the
Australian Capital Territory and elsewhere, and the reservation of
specific areas.
Interest in the provision of appropriate outdoor recreation areas.
Stimulation of interest in, and appreciation and enjoyment of, such
natural phenomena and cultural heritage by organised field outings,
meetings or any other means.
Cooperation with organisations and persons having similar interests
and objectives.
Promotion of, and education for, conservation, and the planning of
landuse to achieve conservation.

Office-bearers

President
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer

Rod Griffiths
6288 6988 (h)
blackdog@cyberone.com.au
Vacant
Sonja Lenz
6251 1291 (h)
sonjalenz67@gmail.com
Chris Emery
6249 7604 (h)
chris.emery@optusnet.com.au

Committee members

Mike Bremers

6292 3408 (h)
mcbremers@optusnet.com.au
Sabine Friedrich 6249 7604 (h)
sabine.canberra@gmail.com
Christine Goonrey (Immediate Past President) 6231 8395 (h)
cgoonrey@grapevine.com.au
George Heinsohn 6278 6655 (h)
george.heinsohn@gmail.com
Clive Hurlstone 6288 7592 (h) 0407 783 422 (mob)
cjhurls@bigpond.net.au
Mike Huson
0429 150 250 (mob)
speerwah@gmail.com
Max Lawrence 6288 1370 (h)
mlawrence@netspeed.com.au
Kevin McCue
6251 1291 (h)
mccue.kevin@gmail.com

Off the Larapinta — three mountains
in the Western McDonnell Ranges of
the Northen Territory.
Rod Griffiths
President, NPA ACT
Rod recently visited Mt Zeil,
Mt Sonder and Mt Giles in the
Western McDonnell Range. Join
him for a travelogue of arid country
walking including parts of the
increasingly popular Larapinta
Trail.

Conveners
Outings Sub-committee

Mike Smith
6286 2984 (h)
msmith@netspeed.com.au
Environment Sub-committee Rod Griffiths
6288 6988 (h)
blackdog@cyberone.com.au
Publications Sub-committee Sabine Friedrich 6249 7604 (h)
sabine.canberra@gmail.com
Bulletin Working Group
Max Lawrence 6288 1370 (h)
mlawrence@netspeed.com.au

The NPA ACT office is in the Conservation Council building,
Childers Street, City. It is staffed by volunteers but not on a regular
basis. Callers may leave phone or email messages at any time and
they will be attended to. The post office mail box is cleared daily.
Phone:
Website:
Email:
Address:

(02) 6229 3201
0412 071 382
w w w. n p a a c t . o r g . a u
admin@n p a a c t . o r g . a u
GPO Box 544, Canberra ACT 2601

Subscription rates (1 July to 30 June)
Household membership
$44
Single members $38.50
Corporate membership
$33
Bulletin only
$33
Full-time student/Pensioner $22
All the above subscription categories reduce to $11 if a donation of
$100 or more is made.
Advertising
The Bulletin accepts advertisements and inserts. Contact the Editor
for information and rates.
The NPA ACT website is hosted by
our generous sponsor, Encode.
NPA Bulletin
Contributions of articles, letters, drawings and photographs are
always welcome. Items accepted for publication may also be
published on the NPA website. Items accepted for publication will be
subject to editing. Send all items to The Bulletin Team,
admin@npaact.org.au, or the postal address above.
Deadline for the September 2011 issue: 31 July 2011.
Printed by Instant Colour Press, Belconnen, ACT.
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Vickery's Hut, Kosciuszko National Park.

Gary Thompson

Book at special price
for association
members
A magnificent book at a
great price. While the
Recommended Retail Price
of this wonderful book is
$25.00,
the
special
NPA ACT member’s price
is just $20.00
Available
at
general
meetings or by contacting
the NPA office

For information on NPA ACT activities, please visit our website
http://www.npaact.org.au

