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As reported in the September 2018 Bulletin,
Hannah Conway was elected at the August
annual general meeting to be NPA’s new
Treasurer. It was anticipated the handover
from retiring Treasurer, Chris Emery, would
be completed in late October. However, it
was only finally achieved on 22 January
2019 at Mövenpick Eis Café, Kingston
Foreshore (the ice creams are said to have
been delicious).

Delays were initially caused when Chris
departed for overseas and there were months
of transactions to catch up on when he
returned. A laptop had to be purchased for
Hannah and loaded with relevant financial
and administrative software (Mind Your
Own Business (MYOB), Microsoft Office
and Microsoft Access). Then the transfer of
relevant authorities and signatures did not
go smoothly as the bank lost all their
paperwork. By this time Christmas was
approaching and Chris was again absent for
an extended period.

All now completed – welcome Hannah!

Brian Slee

Handover to new NPA Treasurer

Chris Emery hands over to Hannah Conway. Photo by Sabine Friedrich.
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Much has
happened as
a result of
the efforts of
Alison and
Richard

Swain, coord-
nators of the

Reclaim Kosci
Campaign, and a raft

of dedicated volunteers from NPA ACT
and Canberra Bushwalking Club (CBC),
plus members of the four other Grand
Coalition of environmental orgnisations.
Five organisations – NPA ACT,
NPA NSW, Colong Foundation, NSW
Nature Conservation Council, and
Invasive Species Council – have
provided funding for the campaign and
have members on the Steering
Committee which meets to discuss the
campaign direction and priorities.

The Save Kosci Protest walk
organised by CBC did much to raise
awareness and educate the public on the
issues involved (see article by Linda
Groom). This attention-grabbing event
provided an initial boost for the
continuing Reclaim Kosci Campaign.
Bravo to Linda Groom for her tireless
efforts to make the walk succeed –
flawlessly. The helicopter circling the
summit at the conclusion while walkers
chanted ‘It’s a Park, not a Paddock’ was
a suitably dramatic ending. More than
30 NPA ACT members were on the final
Summit Walk.

After the summit celebrations many
of the participants immediately started to
focus on gathering signatures from far
and wide on a petition to be submitted to
the NSW Parliament calling for debate
on repeal of the Kosciuszko Wild Horse

Heritage Act, 2018.
Only 10,000 paper
signatures are needed
and at the beginning of
February there were
already about 5,000.

The Reclaim Kosci
Campaign (https://
reclaimkosci.org.au)
coordinators have
organised two public
events and a number of
media tours. On
2 February, a day tour
of damaged streams in
the Tantangara area of
KNP was held.
Environmental scientist
and NPA ACT member, Geoff Hope, led
44 participants on a tour of both the good
and the truly ugly on Long Plain (see
article by Mike Bremers). On 2 March
people are invited to camp at Cooinbil in
KNP to attend an Indigenous Narjong
(water) Healing Ceremony on 3 March at
the source of the Murrumbidgee River. A
third initiative is a kids colouring-in
contest. Lovely artistic drawings of en-
dangered plants and animals were
provided for children 12 and under to
colour and submit for prizes. Richard and
Alison continue to actively engage with
media and local community groups to
keep the campaign momentum going and
spread the message.

Media attention has been key to
raising our concerns with both NWS and
ACT politicians and NSW voters. The
list of radio, TV and print coverage is
now quite lengthy and surprisingly
includes a long and favourable article in
the New York Times https://
www.nytimes.com/2019/01/31/opinion/

australia-brumbies-wild-horses.html.
The volume of chat on Facebook and
Twitter (thanks to Terrylea Reynolds
and Alison Swain) is also impressive
and trending in our direction. So what
does it take to prod NSW politicians
into action? Reason and science clearly
are not enough. Perhaps an election will
help.

Fortunately, ACT MLAs appear to
be on board with the importance of
protecting the Cotter Catchment and
Canberra’s water supply. At our recent
meeting the Minister for Environment,
Mick Gentleman, expressed his
continuing strong support for that
protection and the Reclaim Kosci
Campaign. We discussed ways in which
Parks ACT could provide additional
support for our campaign. He has
invited his NSW counterpart to view
our healthy catchment but so far his
invitation has not been accepted.

Five full length papers from the
Kosciuszko Science Conference have
been published in the Journal of

Ecological Management and
Restoration and can be viewed at
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/
14428903/current. Thanks to
Professor Don Driscoll (Deakin
University) for organising the
publications and to Graeme
Worboys for organising the
conference on 8 November (see
article on Kosciuszko Science
Accord). There is now a trove of
peer-reviewed and published science
to support what should be the
obvious conclusion that thousands
of feral horses do damage the
environment.

Esther Gallant

Reclaim Kosci Campaign: progress report

NPA ACT members at Rawson Pass.

Photo by Esther Gallant.

Walkers crossing a snow drift on the way to the summit.

Photo by Esther Gallant.
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Save Kosci Inc has completed its task of
organising the Save Kosci protest walk.
The Save Kosci walk, which began in
Sydney on Saturday 3 November, ended
on Saturday 8 December at the summit
of Mt Kosciuszko. Five walkers walked
the full distance: Marg Sharp and Alan
Laird (Canberra), Tom Vaughan
(Brisbane), and Paul Millgate and Donna
Powell (Sydney). Around 500 people
participated in sections of the walk,
drove support cars, or provided meals or
other support.

On the final day of the walk, around
two hundred walkers arrived at Rawson
Pass and headed to the summit of
Mt Kosciuszko. Our hired helicopter,
carrying Channel 7 and the Canberra
Times, circled the summit several times
while we chanted ‘It’s a Park not a
Paddock’. The helicopter then took the
media on a tour of undamaged and
severely damaged sites in the national
park. To reduce pressure on the alpine
vegetation near the summit, we returned
to the paved area at Rawson Pass, where
Andrew Cox, CEO of the Invasive
Species Council, presented certificates to
the five full-distance walkers.

Thanks to our amazing supporters,
the Save Kosci walk achieved many
things:
• The two weeks of the walk through the

electorate of Mr Barilaro indicated that
the majority of Monaro voters support
Save Kosci’s aims. Although there
were a few negative comments on
social media and from passers-by, the
vast majority of reactions were very
positive. They ranged from thumbs-up
from passing cars to home-made cakes.
The promised confrontations and
‘you’ll be run out of town’ comments
on some social media sites did not lead
to anything.

• The numbers at the protest in
Queanbeyan on 22 November – nearly
150 of us and just 17 brumby
advocates – were further evidence that
Save Kosci represented a majority
view.

• Media coverage has been extensive,
especially in regional media, thanks to

the work of Cynthia Burton. The list
attached to this report relates to
coverage triggered by the Save Kosci
walk*; other excellent coverage from
releases issued by our umbrella
organisation, Reclaim Kosci, on
horses starving from over-population
and at the 8 November science
conference, ensured that the issue of
feral horse damage in KNP has been
repeatedly in the news.

• We had a lively presence on
Facebook and Twitter, thanks to
Terrylea Reynolds and Cynthia
Burton.

• Because of the walk, we were able to
put our case face-to-face to influential
people including Penny Sharpe
(Deputy Leader of the NSW Labor
Party), Mike Kelly (Federal member
for Eden-Monaro), Anoulack
Chanthivong (State member for
Macquarie Fields), Greg Warren
(State member for Campbelltown),
Sally Quinnell (Labor candidate for
the state seat of Camden), Ursula
Stephens (Labor candidate for the
state seat of Goulburn), Bryce Wilson
and Peter Marshall (Labor and Greens
candidates for the state seat of
Monaro), John Castellari (Councillor
Snowy–Monaro Regional Council),
Pru Goward (State member for Goul-
burn, Tim de Mestre (National Party
Member and former Chair of Chairs
of the Local Land Services Board)
and Tara Cheyne (MLA, ACT).

• We were welcomed to country by
Indigenous elders Wally Bell
(Ngunnawal) and Aunty Deanna
(Ngarigo); Uncle Max Harrison
(Yuin) attended the start of
the walk and we also had
supportive contact with
the Wingecarribee
Aboriginal Community
and Cultural Centre.

• At the end of the walk we
had nearly 1,000 signa-

tures on our petition to the State
Parliament of NSW; a good start
towards our aim of 10,000 signatures
by end of March 2019. Work on the
paper petition is continuing under the
banner of Reclaim Kosci and was up
to 3,400 signatures by 24 January.

• The Save Kosci walkers forged new
friendships, and once the blisters
healed, have many happy memories.
Many ‘quiet bushwalkers’ have
discovered environmental activism.
Several NPWS staff commented, in a
private capacity, that the walk had
‘given them hope’.

Since Save Kosci Inc’s task has
been completed, the organisation will
now be disbanded, as foreshadowed
when we set it up. A motion to this
effect appears elsewhere on the agenda
[Disbanded 1 February 2019].

The campaign against feral horse
damage in Kosciuszko National Park is
now being continued by the Reclaim
Kosci campaign, managed by the
Invasive Species Council Inc. Most
registered Save Kosci supporters have
given permission for their contact
details to be passed on to Reclaim
Kosci, and this has been done. A
number of Save Kosci supporters are
continuing their involvement through
signature-gathering work for the paper
petition.

Save Kosci Inc was awarded the
Invasive Species Council’s Froggatt
Award for Community Advocacy 2018,

Small group of brumby supporters

in Queanbeyan, with the police

guards. Photo by Brian Slee.

(continued next page) 

Aerial photo of the walkers on Kosciuszko.

Photo taken from the helicopter.

Convenor’s report to Save Kosci Inc



protected areas. We are extremely
concerned that the NSW Government
has passed legislation giving special
protected status to feral horses in
Kosciuszko National Park.

We call on the NSW Government to:

1.Acknowledge the extensive, serious
and potentially irreparable damage
being done to Kosciuszko National
Park by feral horses;

2.Recognise that NSW national parks are
extensive natural areas gazetted for
conservation of natural ecosystems
under the NSW National Parks and
Wildlife Act, with obligations for their
management also arising from a
number of international agreements;

3.Repeal in its entirety the NSW
Kosciuszko Wild Horse Heritage Act
2018, and restore the protected status
of Kosciuszko National Park, its 2006
Plan of Management and implement
the 2008 Horse Management Plan;

4.Cooperate with Victoria and the
Australian Capital Territory to remove
feral horses from the protected areas
known together as the Australian Alps
national parks, through aerial culling
and other effective means;

5.Restore systematically the mountain
catchments, wetlands and the
Byadbo–Lower Snowy lands in
Kosciuszko National Park which have
been extensively damaged by feral
horses; and

6.Use scientific evidence as the basis for
management that strives to protect the
native Australian species, ecosystems
and water catchments.

Advisory Panel with
neither scientific rep-
resentatives nor land
management professionals.
The Act overrides the
provisions of the 2006
Kosciuszko National
Park Plan of Man-
agement, and transfers
land management
planning away from the
professional guardians,
the National Parks and
Wildlife Service, to a
community group that is
narrow in focus.

The Act is seen as the greatest attack
on the conservation of Kosciuszko
National Park in its 75 years of history.
At a holistic level, it undermines the
concept of national parks as protected
areas and the integrity of Australia’s
National Heritage. The scientists called
on the NSW Government to repeal the
Act and, in its place, to adopt effective
feral horse control by implementing the
2006 Plan of Management for the Park
and its 2008 Horse Management Plan.

Text of the Kosciuszko Science Accord

We, the undersigned, agree that
scientific evidence shows that there is a
clear and present threat to the natural
water catchments and the natural
ecosystems of Kosciuszko National Park
and other Australian Alps national parks
caused directly by thousands of feral
horses.

Research clearly shows that feral
horses in the Alpine National Park
(Victoria) and Kosciuszko National Park
(New South Wales) have already caused
widespread and, in some cases,
irreparable damage to wetlands and
streams. Evidence demonstrates that
feral horses threaten Australia’s native
alpine plant and animal species and their
habitats, some of which are endangered
and found nowhere else in the world.

The research indicates that, to
conserve the natural values of
Kosciuszko National Park and other
Australian Alps national parks, there is a
need to substantially and urgently reduce
feral horse populations in these

As reported in the December 2018 issue
of the NPA Bulletin, the Kosciuszko
Science Accord (feral horses) was
opened for signature at the Kosciuszko
Science Conference. NPA ACT was a
financial sponsor of the conference.

Background
(Conference document)

The Kosciuszko Science Accord was
developed by leading Australian
scientists who attended the ‘Feral Horse
Impacts: The Kosciuszko Science
Conference’ on 8 November 2018 at the
Australian Academy of Science,
Canberra.

The conference was co-convened by
the Australian Academy of Science, the
Fenner School of Environment and
Society at the Australian National
University, and Deakin University. It
provided the opportunity for scientists to
present the latest scientific evidence on
impacts, caused by thousands of feral
horses, to the natural water catchments,
stream water, and flora and fauna of
Kosciuszko National Park and other
Australian Alps national parks, due to
the presence of thousands of feral
horses.

The research presented demonstrated
that damage by feral horses was
widespread: vegetation structure had
been damaged, stream morphology
degraded, alpine wetlands drained,
populations of Broad-toothed Rat
eliminated, and habitat for populations
of native fish and Corroboree Frog
negatively impacted.

When combined, the research
provided unequivocal scientific
evidence that the large populations of
feral horses severely compromise the
natural heritage values of the Australian
Alps, for which the Park is listed by the
Commonwealth Government as a
National Heritage Place.

The conference highlighted that the
Kosciuszko Wild Horse Heritage Act
2018 requires horse protection areas to
be identified within the Park, and
transfers decisions and advice on the
management of parts of Kosciuszko
National Park from the National Parks
and Wildlife Service to a Community
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An untrampled tarn in the Jagungal Wilderness,

Photo by Linda Groom.

Convenor’s report to Save Kosci Inc   (continued)

noting that: ‘The walk was a complex
undertaking organised will little lead
time. It succeeded in drawing public
attention to the impacts of feral horses in
Kosciuszko National Park and inspiring
people to become more active in seeking
action to solve the problem.’

I am deeply indebted to the members
of the Save Kosci Committee who
guided the Save Kosci campaign with
both wise advice and practical help:
Phillip Starr, Jonathan Miller, Cynthia
Burton, Di Thompson, Ros Woodward, Dave
Darlington, Karen Cody and John Flint.

* Media coverage details are available
from the Convenor.

Linda Groom, 1 February 2019

Convenor, Save Kosci Inc

Kosciuszko Science Accord

(continued on page 6) 



In introducing the Accord to the
Conference, Dr Graeme Worboys
(Honorary Associate Professor,
Australian National University),
amplified upon the calls to the NSW
Government for action (1 to 6 above).

1. Acknowledge the damage
Scientific evidence provided at this
Conference has confirmed the landscape
scale of feral horse damage to the
National Heritage values of Kosciuszko
National Park. Guided by ecological
and scientific advice, anyone witnessing
this damage and its extent is appalled
that this could happen to an Australian
national park which is a National
Heritage listed property.

Recognising the extensive damage
begs some questions: How could the
NSW Environment Minister Gabriel
Upton and Deputy Premier John
Barilaro not have seen this damage?
Have they ever inspected, with
scientists, ecologists and park managers,
the park-wide damage caused by
thousands of feral horses? If they have
seen it, why have they not responded to
these impacts? In the absence of any
action, why has the Premier of NSW not
intervened to protect one of Australia’s
greatest national parks?

2. Recognise national parks are for
conservation
Previous politicians responsible for
Kosciuszko have responded differently.
Some of Australia’s greatest politicians
and statesmen have contributed to the
conservation of Kosciuszko National
Park. It has been a bipartisan political
position for 75 years. When Kosciuszko
has been threatened in the past,
politicians have stepped in to protect
this great Park.

McKell
In 1943, after 120 years of stock grazing
in the mountains and at the request of
soil conservationist Sam Clayton, the
Premier Sir William McKell inspected
the mountain catchments. Clayton was
extremely concerned about extensive
soil erosion in the catchments.
Something had to be done.

McKell stated:
(…) I went down there and
examined it and saw what I
considered to be one of
Australia’s greatest tragedies. I
had pictured the whole area, the
whole catchment area as probably
Australia’s greatest catchment, but
it was completely devastated. It
was being eaten out, the snow
vegetation and sphagnum moss
which is such a tremendous asset
to the area, which soaks up the
snow and allows it to seep away

and keeps the streams and rivers
going all the year. That was
completely eaten out. I was
appalled. I said ‘Well now, this has
to stop’. (…)
The statesman McKell had a grand,

intergenerational vision for the
mountains:

(…) when I was a boy I often used
to sit along-side the Snowy River,
I could hear the Snowy say, ‘I can
work for Australia’. As a
consequence of that there
developed in me a tremendous
affection for the area and I always
thought of its tremendous
possibilities and value. Not from
the economic point of view but
from the view of the people, what
a great asset it would be if we
could have that area, so as to
preserve it and keep it for the
people for all time (Stanley nd).

On 19 April 1944, McKell’s promise
to stop the damage was enacted. His
Kosciusko State Park Act was assented
to and stock grazing was banned from
the highest peaks.

Tully
The Minister for Lands in McKell’s
Government, Jack Tully, delivered the
second reading speech for the 1944 Act.
In addition to the intrinsic values
identified by McKell, Tully reinforced
the economic value of water and the
importance of the mountain catchments.

As this great watershed will be of
value as the source of snow waters
going into our most important
rivers and forming but large
reservoirs, the first essential is to
see that whatever water runs from
this snow country shall be pure
and free from silt and shall not
take the surface soil with it.

Lewis
Protection of the mountain catchments
was a bipartisan view. In 1967, the
Liberal Minister for Lands, Tom Lewis,
sought the best professional conservation
management of the mountain
catchments. He established the National
Parks and Wildlife Act 1967 (NSW) and
the National Parks and Wildlife Service.
The Act recognised Kosciuszko as a
National Park, and required its
professional management guided by
ecological principles, science and a plan
of management. Lewis established the
foundation for what has been recognised
internationally as world’s best protected
area management practice. Lewis went

further. In 1969 the Liberal Government
banned all remaining stock grazing from
the Park.

For 75 years, these bipartisan
initiatives recognised the primary
purpose of Kosciuszko National Park as
a protected water catchment and as a
natural landscape of national
significance.

3. Repeal the legislation
The NSW Government’s Kosciuszko
Wild Horse Heritage Act 2018 destroyed
this 75-year bipartisan vision for the
intergenerational conservation of
Kosciuszko National Park. Achieved by
a single-interest community group and
opportunistic politics, the Act is harmful
to the water catchments, Australian
native plant and animal species, the
integrity of the National Heritage listed
mountains, and is an act of regression
and vandalism to one of Australia’s
greatest national parks. It is against the
national interest for Australia.

The Act formalises and protects the
presence of a feral animal within the
park when best practice management
would remove these introduced animals.
It gives precedence to feral horse
protection over the conservation of all
other park values, and transfers
management planning for the feral
horses from professional NPWS
managers to a narrowly defined
Community Advisory Panel appointed
by the Minister. It withdraws the
provisions of the Kosciuszko statutory
plan of management for any defined
horse protection areas.

It undermines the NSW National
Parks and Wildlife Act and the status of
Kosciuszko National Park as a protected
area and as a National Heritage Place.

The third call of this Kosciuszko
Science Accord is to repeal this anti-
conservation legislation and to reinstate
fully previous legal protection for
Kosciuszko National Park.

4. Remove Feral Horses
The fourth call to action is to remove
feral horses from Kosciuszko and to
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Kosciuszko Science Accord   (continued from page 5)

Anemone buttercup (Ranunculus anemoneus),

symbol of a vulnerable High Country species.

Photo by Casey Gibson.
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At 10 am on Saturday 2 February 2019,
44 people gathered at Long Plain Hut in
northern Kosciuszko National Park for
an excursion to view damage caused by
feral horses. The excursion was
organised by the Reclaim Kosci
campaign and coincided with World
Wetlands Day. It was appropriate that the
excursion was held on this day as much
of the damage caused by feral horses is
to fragile alpine wetlands.

Our guide for the day was Emeritus
Professor Geoffrey Hope of the ANU.
Professor Hope is an expert in studies of
effects on landscapes by measuring
vegetation change (using pollen,
charcoal and phytoliths) and geomorphic
consequences – erosion, silting and
shifts in production. He has a further
interest in the peatlands of SE Asia and
Australia in terms of wetland process,
extent, carbon sequestration values and
rehabilitation after burning or clearing.
He also was a member of the
Kosciuszko Wild Horse Independent
Technical Reference Group.

cooperate with Victoria and the ACT for
feral horse removal across Australian
Alps national parks. This includes the
use of aerial culling and other effective
means for removing the feral horses.

Research modelling presented at this
conference has shown that aerial culling
is the only feral horse removal method
that can reduce numbers in what is
otherwise an expanding population of
thousands of feral horses.

5. Restoration
The NSW Government is called on to
remediate feral horse damage to the
catchments and species habitats.

Wetland after wetland across all of
the headwater catchments has been
incised and drained by feral horses.
These wetlands need to be re-dammed
and restored. Headwater creeks and
streams need to be restored for the

Murray, Murrumbidgee and Snowy
River headwater catchments. These are
the headwater streams of our mightiest
rivers, which are currently damaged
and eroding. Habitats for Mastacomys,
Stocky Galaxias, the Northern
Corroboree Frog, Mountain Crayfish
and other species need to be restored.
Erosion control of the steep slopes of
Byadbo and the Lower Snowy is
needed to achieve soil stabilisation and
restoration of these catchments.

6. Scientific Evidence
The final call of the Kosciuszko
Science Accord to the NSW
Government is to:
• Use scientific evidence as the

foundation for management and
policy decisions for Kosciuszko
National Park;

• Utilise the evidence presented by

21 scientists to this 2018 ‘Feral Horse
Impacts: The Kosciuszko Science
Conference’;

• Reappraise and utilise the scientific
advice provided by the ‘Independent
Technical Reference Committee’ to
the NSW Government 2016 Wild
Horse Management Plan process;

• Adopt the preliminary findings of the
‘NSW Threatened Species Scientific
Committee’ which identified the feral
horse as a threatening process; and

• Heed the advice of major science-
based organisations such as the
Australian Academy of Science, the
Australian National University,
Deakin University and the
International Union for the
Conservation of Nature.

Graeme Warboys

We first travelled to the
Murrumbidgee River near the
Peppercorn Trail bridge. Here we
observed a horse-crossing that had
caused the collapse of a bank that was
still being damaged each time a horse
crossed it. Along the river were other
collapsed banks where the damage,
though not as noticeable as at the horse-
crossing, made it clear that the river
was being widened over time as the
horses go for a drink or feed on the
riverside grasses.

The alpine wetlands … [are] a
substantial reservoir of water that is
slowly being released into the river
system.

We walked a few hundred metres
upstream to a fen. Professor Hope
explained the importance of fens, bogs
and peatlands to the alpine
environment. These wetlands act like a
giant sponge which slows down the
flow of water when it rains and slowly
releases the water over time. This

means that in dry times the creeks and
rivers continue to flow providing/
maintaining habitat and reliability for
water for downstream users. By
slowing the flow of water, the wetlands
trap sediment and reduce the chance of
high flow pulses after rain which can
lead to erosion of the river banks. The
alpine wetlands cover an area of 30 km²
and have an average depth of 2 metres,
and mainly comprise peat which is
90 per cent water. This amounts to a
substantial reservoir of water that is
slowly being released into the river
system.

Professor Hope explained that fens
are low-lying marshland that are
frequently flooded by rivers during/
after rain events. The fens slow down
the water which gradually returns to the
river. The fen we were observing had
signs of feral horse damage (dung and
hoof prints) and it was evident that a
natural channel through the fen was
being used by horses. The grasses
growing in the channel had been eaten
and there were hoof prints. Professor
Hope explained that while there was
evidence of horse damage in this
particular fen, it had not reached a stage
of irreversible damage. All it required
was for the horses to be removed and
this fen would recover without any
extra rehabilitation works. This needed
to be done urgently because horse
numbers have increased rapidly in the
past 5–10 years and continue to do so.
However, if the horses continued to
damage the fen the natural channel
could become incised leading to the
water being drained from the fen and

Inspecting feral horse damage to alpine wetlands

(continued on page 8) 

Geoff Hope and the group looking at the ‘good’; how the alpine wetlands

should look.  Photo by John Benson.
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for disadvantaged
teenagers being
involved in horse
breaking. It gen-
erally was agreed
that trapping could
continue in the
more accessible
parts of the park
whereas the only
cost-effective and
humane option in
the remote areas
was culling.
   It was also noted
that horses eat the
grass down to
ground level. So
rather than there

being long tussocky grass, the ground
resembles a recently mown lawn (e.g.
Cowombat Flat near the source of the
Murray River). This means that in winter
there is no subnivean zone, i.e.
intermediate snow-free layer between
the ground and the snow. This zone is
important for many small animals as it
provides protection from the elements
and predators during winter.

… headward erosion of the creek bed
down to a hard clay layer … was a
disturbing scene for anyone who loves
the mountains.

After lunch we drove further north to
Little Peppercorn Flat. When we
stopped, Professor Hope made a beeline
for a sphagnum bog that he had studied
over many years. It was a large one.
Professor Hope explained that it was
healthy – the candle heath that grows
through the sphagnum has protected it
from feral horse damage. The horses do
not like to eat the candle heath so have
no reason to venture into this area. This
good news was tempered by the scene a
couple of hundred metres down the slope
on the other side of the road where there

the lowering of the watertable and
drying of the peat. The fen would cease
to provide its beneficial functions of
slowing and storing water. When peat
dries it is at risk of being washed into
streams or emitting methane and carbon
dioxide as it degrades. Dry peat is also
susceptible to fire and would take
thousands of years to build up again and
then only if the conditions are suitable.

Martin Chalk, a Waterwatch
volunteer, gave a short talk about how
trained volunteers take monthly
measurements along various waterways.
This provides for a baseline of the water
quality in various creeks and rivers.
While the upper Murrumbidgee has been
monitored for only a relatively short
period of time there has been a small but
noticeable increase in turbidity. This is
the type of information that can be used
to identify changes that are occurring in
the environment. It is an early warning
signal which may allow early corrective
action to take place before a major
problem occurs that will require more
expensive rehabilitation.

Earlier methods of controlling feral
horse populations are no longer effective
or are deemed to be inhumane.

Over lunch there was an interesting
discussion with two former KNP park
rangers covering various feral horse
control methods. While in the past, when
horse numbers were much lower, some
of the control methods may have been
effective in controlling populations,
these methods alone are no longer
effective (e.g. passive trapping) or are
deemed to be inhumane (e.g. brumby
running). Many trapped horses have
ended up at an abattoir in South
Australia. It was noted however, that
there are some uses for trapped horses.
There was a very successful program

was clear evidence of feral horse damage
to a creek, as shown by pugging and
horse dung along it. This has resulted in
headward erosion of the creek bed down
to a hard clay layer. This was a
disturbing scene for anyone who loves
the mountains. Restoration of such an
area would require, after removal of
horses, rehabilitation works to prevent
further erosion of the creek and to allow
recovery of the banks.

Close to the creek we found the
remains of an alpine crayfish. This was
later identified by an aquatic ecologist as
either Rieks Crayfish (Euastacus rieki)
or Alpine Spiny Crayfish (Euastacus
crassus) both of which are endangered
and are found only in Australian alpine
areas. We wondered whether this
specimen had died as a result of direct
impact by a feral horse (i.e. being
trodden on) or indirectly due to the
presence of feral horses (i.e. loss of
habitat resulting in exposure to
predators). In any case it illustrated that
an endangered species was trying to
survive in an area that is badly degraded
by feral horses that have been protected
by the NSW Government in a national
park.

In summary it was a very interesting
and informative day. The main message
was that there are still some wetlands
that are relatively unaffected by feral
horses but action needs to be taken
urgently to reduce horse numbers to a
low level to save these wetlands. We also
saw that there has been some severe
damage to other wetlands and that while
they could be rehabilitated there is no
point in doing so until horse numbers are
significantly reduced.

Mike Bremers

Inspecting feral horse damage to alpine wetlands    (continued from page 7)

Damaged creek.  Photo by Mike Bremers.

The “ugly”; damage to the young Murrumbidgee River at a common

horse-crossing point.  Photo by Mike Bremers.
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Many NPA members will recall as
children returning drink bottles to
corner shops for a refund of the
threepence or sixpence deposit
(often followed by the purchase of
a small white paper bag of lollies,
chosen with agonising precision so
as to extend the reward to
infinity). As a boy in Newcastle,
my brother and I would load a
dozen longneck beer bottles onto a
billycart and trundle them a
kilometre up Tudor Street to the
bottleo for a shilling. Wild’s bottle
yard was stacked intimidatingly
high with haphazard crates along
narrow alleys. It was hard work,
particularly as our father was a strict
teetotaller. The interesting thing is that
bottles were washed, refilled and sent
back to market. By the 1960s single-use
containers, e.g. plastics, became
commonplace and were not recycled.
Manufacturer deposit schemes ceased.

In 1977, South Australia introduced
a government-mandated scheme, based
on the ‘polluter pays’ principle. Despite
its success in reducing waste in that
State, it remained friendless until the
Northern Territory introduced a similar
scheme in 2012, followed by New
South Wales in 2017 and Queensland in
2018. Western Australia is committed to
doing so in 2020.

The ACT scheme began on 30 June
2018. It provides for the refund of the
10 cent deposit levied on the purchase
of certain beverage containers. Most
glass, plastic, aluminium, steel or
paperboard containers are eligible.
Water bottles and flavoured or enhanced
milk containers are included. So are
fruit boxes, as consumed by children,
but not all Golden Circle products are

covered at present. Significant exclusions
are plain milk containers, wine bottles,
large juice containers and cordial bottles.
Spirit bottles are said to be excluded but
Jim Beam, at least, provides refunds. The
10c symbol on the label is the easiest
way to identify eligibility.

To claim refunds, accumulations can
be lodged either at designated charity
stores (Vinnies or Salvos) or
government-run bulk depots (Return-It).
At charity stores, processing is managed
for you. The charities hope you will
donate the proceeds to them but do
provide for the creation of personal
accounts (online) into which relevant
amounts are transferred following
processing (takes several days). There are
size limits on accumulations presented to
stores.

Alternatively, bulk depots accept
accumulations of any size for immediate
refund. However, accumulations must be
sorted into categories such as cans and
bottles, and transferred to standardised
crates for counting purposes. The
locations of participating charity stores
and bulk depots are detailed online.

Containers may, of course, still be
dropped into household recycling
bins: the government claims the
deposit on those that it retrieves.
   The decision to crush or not crush
compactable containers depends on
where you are returning them. In
NSW, if using a ‘reverse vending’
machine, containers should not be
crushed. The machine identifies
items individually before making a
refund and the system is meant to
handle small volumes at a time. The
machines have come under pressure
from large-scale returns due to the
shortage of other facilities.

However, reverse vending does not
operate in the ACT: crushing is
permitted. It slows counting at bulk
depots but full-size cans and plastic
bottles are voluminous and crushing
simplifies transport.

While the coin-return scheme for
supermarket trollies worked
miraculously in clearing the ACT of
abandoned trollies, 7 months into the
container deposit scheme, drink
containers still litter roadsides.
Beginning last November, I began
dumpster diving for containers and found
there was no shortage in bins designated
‘landfill’. (My collections are donated to
a local family.) Many Canberrans seem
unaware the scheme even exists. The
Age of Affluence may have dulled
responses. However, on a recent visit to
Phillip Return-It, I was left in no doubt
that there are many dedicated collectors
out there. Indeed, some are collecting out
of desperate need, like one kind lady
explained to me: her father has been
diagnosed with MS and the family needs
funds to cope. Sobering thought.

Brian Slee

ACT Container Deposit (refund) Scheme

NPA ACT set up a multi-theme presence at the
Jerrabomberra Wetlands Open Day on the
afternoon of 2 February 2019. The tent to the left
housed space for children to enter the colouring-
in competition in support of the conservation of
Kosciuszko National Park. The petition for  Save
Kosci was available for signing (well done
Annette Smith – signature gatherer
extraordinaire). Also on hand was a good deal of
relevant information on the conservation of both
Kosciuszko National Park and the
Murray–Darling Basin system. In the tent on the
right the more usual NPA ACT material was
available; book sales went reasonably well on
the day. A number of photographs from the NPA
collection were displayed.

Adrienne Nicholson

World Wetlands Day; open day at Jerrabomberra Wetlands

The Salvos shop at Unit 7, 48 Botany Street, Phillip, one
depot for the deposit refund scheme.  Photo by Brian Slee.

Photo by Esther Gallant.
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ACT Goanna Project: the 2018–2019 season so far
This is a summary of developments
with the Rosenberg’s Goanna project
since the initial report (NPA Bulletin
March 2018, pp. 6–7) and first
update (NPA Bulletin June 2018, pp.
9–11).

Nest mounds and hatchlings

The most exciting find this season was
the observation of goanna hatchlings
emerging from a hole in a termite
mound. The emergence hole was first
detected on a very wet day by dedicated
investigators Kevin McCue and John
Brickhill.

In the first update I mentioned the
discovery of an adult male (Goanna H)
and female (Goanna M) guarding a
Nasutitermes termite mound with signs
of digging on it. The guarding behav-
iour means this was certainly a goanna
nest, with eggs deep inside the mound,
according to Brian Green who has
observed numbers of them on Kangaroo
Island. Another mound 200 m away also
showed signs of digging. We saw no
guarding at the second mound but a trail
camera recorded a female goanna
defending the mound against a larger
goanna. My hopes were high that in
spring and early summer we would
observe hatchlings coming and going
from their homes in both termite
mounds.

Over the autumn, winter and spring,
many tens of thousands of false images
were recorded and the cameras showed
many kinds of animals passing by. Of
those, only two were goanna visits, both
in spring, both by Goanna M, and both
to the mound she had guarded with H.
Yet nothing emerged from that mound.

But hurrah! The second mound
produced hatchlings.

At first they were glittering little
jewel-like animals, with brilliant orange
and black markings. Hatchlings do not
trigger wildlife cameras so a borrowed
time-lapse camera was installed. That
produced an image of seven hatchlings,
the most seen at once, and images of the

only predation event we recorded
(Kookaburra taking a hatchling).
Unfortunately our purchased
cameras had not arrived by then
and the makeshift equipment
failed to record many images.

We had intended to use the
2018–19 season only as a trial of
methods for a possible investiga-
tion of hatchlings in future, if
sufficient nests can be found to
enable two sets of nests to be
compared. The 2018–19 season
was certainly successful in that
way, with several findings about
how not to do it next time.

A ‘cold blooded’ life in the snow
 – or a bachelor penthouse?

Rosenberg’s Goanna is the most south-
erly monitor and apparently occupies the
coldest range. Part of the Rosenberg’s
Goanna population in Naas Valley is
living above 1,000 m so they may be ‘the
coldest of the coldest’. This is a subalpine
landscape dominated by Snow Gums,
Black Sallee and Snow Grass and in
some years the ground is snow covered.

At least as important is the apparent
absence of Nasutitermes termite mounds.
The only termite mounds we have found
so far in the subalpine part of the valley
are Coptotermes, unsuitable for goanna
nesting. This landscape appears to be an
utterly inappropriate place to look for
goannas. Does a population of
Rosenberg’s Goannas really live here all
year round?

So far we have numbered and micro-
chipped four of these ‘snow goannas’ and
two are also wearing GPS packs. The
most basic question is whether they
remain over winter. Another basic
question is whether female goannas are
also present. Our best chance to find
females is for the males to lead us to
them.

Movements of adult male
Rosenberg’s Goannas

A pilot investigation in the summer
2017–18 found the two
tracked males moved north
down the valley simultane-
ously, returning a month
later to the small home
ranges they had occupied
before the move. Do some
goannas briefly migrate?
Why had they gone to
places 12 and 3.5 km
distant, and returned? Did
these places have better
breeding opportunities?

This was one of the first times an
Australian goanna had been GPS
tracked. Such ‘apparently migratory’
movements may have been under-
recorded in previous studies using radio-
tracking without GPS. Or maybe we just
happened to tag two peculiar individuals.
First, we wanted to check whether this
extraordinary result was a real pattern at
the population level.

This year one of the two goannas that
moved north last year is included in the
study. He has repeated his behaviour,
moving to the same area 3.5 km distant
from his starting point. Smaller moves of
similar type were recorded from two
other goannas but the dominant pattern
so far has been fidelity to a small home
range.

Challenges

Challenges with this part of the study are
ongoing. A new harness design and high-
tech fabric proved advantageous, as did
splitting the GPS pack into two parts on
either side of the tail, but I did not glue
one batch of the new harnesses well
enough to the goannas and three were
pulled off in the course of normal under-
ground activity. These three goannas
conveniently left their GPS packs in
front of their burrows during burrow-
cleaning activity, so we did not have to
dig them out between the rocks. Also,
one well-glued harness dislodged in the
intended way, releasing the goanna when
the harness got stuck between tree roots
in a disused rabbit warren. Enzo, Jamie
and their four boys, volunteered to dig
for that one.

Another challenge is that radio track-
ing is hard in steeply dissected, well-
wooded terrain. For example, when the
GPS pack is out of sight, the signal
reflected from the opposite side of the
valley is often the only one you get when
standing on the fire trail beside the river.

Kookaburra predation of a hatchling. 

Photo by Don Fletcher.

A kind of jewel, a new hatchling.

Photo by Don Fletcher.
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since we received the ACT Environment
Grant (see below). One of these posts
was in the New Year period and attracted
an exceptional level of public attention.
In addition, I accompanied staff from the
Communications Team to attempt to
video the hatchlings and one of the
tracked adults. The resulting media item
is expected to be released later this
summer.

As a result of social media, there
have been interviews in ‘non-social’
media, one for Riot ACT, two live
interviews on ABC (local) Radio
Canberra, and a Canberra Times
journalist will accompany us to the field
in the near future.

Increased awareness of goannas
has had biologically significant
results

As a result of Matthew Higgins’s media
efforts in 2016 and 2017 and the ongoing
activity mentioned above, there is a
sense of increased interest and awareness
about goannas in our region. One of the
two local goannas is the Tree Goanna
(aka Lace Monitor, Varanus varius)
which has disappeared from the ACT
since the late 1970s, or almost
disappeared. However, the use of social
media mentioned above, and the
existence of Canberra Nature Map, led
to the discovery of a remnant population
in NSW just north of the ACT.

Funding

The previous update mentioned two
donations from individuals totalling
$1,000. These were of immense value at
the time, especially for boosting morale.

It would be all too easy to start ascend-
ing the wrong side of the valley. Add to
that the difficulties of the transmitter
aerial being dragged along the ground
(wasting most of the signal) between
obstacles like rocks and logs that
interfere with the signal. And when the
goanna is underground there can be
peculiar effects on the radio signal.

These problems affect the UHF band
even more, which is what we use to
download the GPS points, so we are
having to get the goanna in sight, or to
be within a metre or two if it is under-
ground, for the download to take place.
A familiarisation session ‘Introduction to
radio-tracking goannas’ helped increase
the pool of people who know how to
cope with these problems.

Introduction to radio-tracking
goannas

A radio-tracking training morning took
place on Wednesday 16 January at
Namadgi Visitor Centre, including a
field exercise involving difficult
transmitter placements, e.g. one where
there were strong reflections, one in a
culvert pipe, and one too distant to
reach. It was well attended by NPA
members and there were also
participants from the ACT and NSW
Governments, the Woodlands and
Wetlands Trust, and Ginninderry.

Media attention

I email ‘goanna news’ updates and
photos to a small group who have
expressed interest in the project (more
than 40 people). Mainly using the
material from the emails, Parks and Con-
servation Service (PCS) has posted
goanna news items to Facebook or its
web page, on a number of occasions,

Subsequently, the NPA successfully
applied for an ACT Environment Grant
of approximately $30,000 for goanna
research, as well as allocating
approximately $45,000 from its own
funds. It is a privilege to have received
this support.

This is citizen science, a volunteer
project. All funds are for equipment not
salaries. The main expenses are tracking
equipment for male and female goannas
($51k), and wildlife cameras ($12k).
This type of investigation is impossible
without such equipment, and the inves-
tigators are extremely grateful to the
NPA and the ACT Government for it.

People ask me why GPS tracking
packs cost so much. In reply, I ask them
to tie their GPS and mobile phone
(value ~$1,300) to a rope and drag them
through Namadgi every day for
3 months, down rabbit warrens, between
tree roots, through boulder piles, across
creeks, and every day take 30 GPS fixes
and transmit them to someone, then do it
in a total equipment package weighing
less than 60 grams. Then they see why
GPS packs cost $3,500.

Support from PCS and ACT
Wildlife
The Parks and Conservation Service has
allowed us to use a 4WD ranger vehicle
when one is available. This has been a
fantastic boost. ACT Wildlife came to
the fore in our hour of need, providing a
set of wildlife cameras, cards, batteries
and charger at an early stage before we
had funds to purchase ones for the
project.

Lucas Valdivia, Marcelo Valdivia, Gabriel Guarino and Joey Mangeruca, succeeded in

excavating a rabbit burrow to retrieve a dislodged tracker.   Photo by Jamie Valdivia.

(continued on page 12) 



captured goannas he can get. If you see
a roadkilled goanna and can freeze a
piece of its muscle tissue, and record the
location, I am sure he will be most
grateful. Alternatively, note the location
and transfer the whole carcass to me or
Namadgi Visitor Centre.

Naturally we have been collecting
samples for Jason from all our captured
goannas, and a few roadkills, to
contribute to the investigation, and Jason
has been visiting Naas Valley to find
goannas and assist with our
investigation.

Don Fletcher

radio tracked and had GPS data down-
loaded from a drone. Further social
media coverage will result from that.

Jason Dobry’s investigation

PhD candidate Jason Dobry is studying
goanna genetics at the University of
Canberra, particularly how sex is
determined. Jason will be speaking
about his research at the March NPA
meeting. His main study species is
V. acanthurus, from northern and central
Australia, but other species, including
V. rosenbergi, are also ‘grist to his mill’,
and Jason is keenly seeking tissue
samples from any and all roadkilled or

A place for drones

The rigors of radio-tracking goannas in
Naas Valley appear to make this place
an obvious candidate for low-cost aerial
solutions, i.e. drones. If early trials are
promising, it is possible that drones will
feature more strongly in the project in
future.

Debbie Saunders of Wildlife Drones
tracked our goannas from the air on
26 January, from their radio signals,
meanwhile carrying one of our UHF
base stations to get GPS downloads.
Debbie says it is probably the first time
in the world that wildlife were both
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Rosenberg’s Squidge

They love to mark a ridge

with their telltale scribbly squidge,

to leave a message for the missus,

‘I’m about, expecting kisses’.

There are termite mounds galore,

a dozen eggs therein to store

for the future of our species

– Rosenberg’s reptilian treatise.

Kevin McCue

One of the rapidly-growing hatchlings. 

Photo by Don Fletcher.

ACT Goanna Project: the 2018-2019 season so far   (continued from page 11)

Goanna,

     by Martin Moore,

at Ainslie shops,

Photo by Brian Slee.

Successful tracking of the goannas by Nicole Hansen and

Laura Williams.   Photo by Don Fletcher.

More on Goannas



Points to note
Please help keep our outings program alive by volunteering to lead outings. New leaders are welcome. The Outings Convener,
( outings@npaact.org.au ) is happy to suggest locations suitable for a walk if you do not have something in mind. Feel free to send
in suggestions for outings with a suggested date to the Outings Convener by email to outings@npaact.org.au

All persons joining an outing of the National Parks Association of the ACT do so as volunteers in all respects and as such
accept responsibility for any injury howsoever incurred and the National Parks Association of the ACT, its office bearers and
appointed leaders, are absolved from any liability in respect of injury or damage suffered whilst engaged in any such outing.

In voluntarily participating in these activities conducted by the NPA ACT, participants should be aware that they could be
exposed to risks that could lead to injury, illness or death or to loss of or damage to property. These risks could include but are not
limited to: slippery and/or uneven surfaces, rocks being dislodged, falling at edges of cliffs or drops or elsewhere, risks associated
with crossing creeks, hypothermia, heat exhaustion and the risks associated with any of the Special Hazards listed on the
Attendance Record and Risk Waiver Form provided by the leader at the activity.

To minimise these risks participants should endeavour to ensure that the activity is within their capabilities and that they are
carrying food, water, equipment, clothing and footwear appropriate to the activity. Participants should advise the leader if they are
taking any medication or have any physical or other limitation that might affect their participation in the activity. Participants
should make every effort to remain with the rest of the party during the activity and accept the instructions of the leader. By sign-
ing the Attendance Record and Risk Waiver Form participants agree that they understand these requirements and have considered
the risks before choosing to sign the form and waiver any claim for damages arising from the activity that they might have against
the association, the leader or any other participants in tort or contract.

Children under 18 years of age are welcome to come on NPA ACT activities provided they are accompanied by a parent,
guardian or close relative who will be required to sign a specific Risk Waiver for a Child form.

Leaders to note. Please send copies of completed Attendance Record and Risk Waiver Forms
to Brian Slee, contact 6281 0719 or brianslee@iprimus.com.au
NPA has a Personal Locator Beacon (PLB) available to leaders. The PLB can be obtained
from Steven Forst, contact 0428 195 236 or steven.forst@iinet.net.au

NPA outings program
M a rc h  –  J u n e  2 0 1 9  

Bushwalk grading guide

Distance grading (per day) Terrain grading
1 up to 10 km A Road, fire trail or track E Rock scrambling

2 10 km to 15 km B Open forest F Exploratory

3 15 km to 20 km C Light scrub

4 above 20 km D Patches of thick scrub, regrowth

Day walks Carry lunch and snacks, drinks, protective clothing, a first aid kit and any required medication.

Pack walks Two or more days. Carry all food and camping requirements. CONTACT LEADER EARLY.

Car camps Facilities often limited. Vehicles taken to site can be used for camping. CONTACT LEADER EARLY.

Work parties Carry items as for day walks plus work gloves and any tools required. Work party details and location sometimes

change, check NPA website, www.npaact.org.au, for any last minute changes.

Other activities  include ski trips, canoe trips, nature rambles and environment or field guide studies.
Wednesday walks (WW)  Medium or somewhat harder walks arranged on a joint NPA, BBC (Brindabella Bushwalking Club)

and CBC (Canberra Bushwalking Club) basis for fit and experienced club walkers. Notification and details are
only emailed to members registered for WW. Only NPA-hosted WW are shown in this program. For WW email
registration, contact the Outings Convener, outings@npaact.org.au .

Transport The NPA suggests a passenger contribution to transport costs of 40 cents per kilometre for the distance driven
divided by the number of occupants of the car including the driver, rounded to the nearest dollar. The amount
may be varied at the discretion of the leader. Drive and walk distances shown in the program are approximate for
return journeys.

NPA ACT members undertaking walks or other activities in this program are advised they should have PRIVATE HEALTH

INSURANCE or, at least, AMBULANCE COVER in case of an accident requiring evacuation by ambulance or helicopter.
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Talbingo Reservoir outing.  Photo by Mike Bremers.
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Autumn 3-day mid-week work
party, Dananbilla
No date set yet, contact Martin Chalk on
0411 161 056 for latest details and
arrangements.

2 March   Saturday walk
Mount Gudgenby
From the Yankee Hat car park climb to
the saddle south-east of Mount
Gudgenby, then on and upwards crossing
rock slabs to the summit. The return route
will be via the mountain’s south-east
face. Mostly off-track, patches of thick
scrub and rock scrambling. Distance of
about 16 km and a climb of 800 m. Early
start needed. If the weather is very warm
the walk’s destination will be changed.
Contact leader by Thursday 28 February,
preferably by email, for start time and
transport arrangements.

Drive 100 km, $40 per car.
Map: Yaouk 1:25,000
Grading: 3 A/D/E
Leader: Philip Gatenby
Contact: 0401 415 446 or
philip.gatenby@gmail.com

2–4 March   Relaxed pack walk
Rendezvous Creek Valley
From Boboyan Road, an easy walk up
Rendezvous Creek to camp for 2 nights
on a grassy knoll. On second day enjoy
the bush surrounding camp at your
leisure (bring your sketch pad, camera or
Kindle) or walk to the cascades further
up the valley for lunch. Return to cars by
same route on third day. Contact leader at
least 7 days in advance for further details
and travel arrangements.

Drive: 95 km, $38 per car.
Map: Rendezvous Creek 1:25,000
Grading: 2 A/B
Leader: Esther
Contact: 0429 356 212 or
galla001@umn.edu

9 March   Saturday work party
Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group
Meet at the Namadgi Visitor Centre,
Tharwa, at 9:15 am. Car pool to
Gudgenby Valley. Survey African
lovegrass and other grassy weeds if
suitable ranger staff available to provide
preliminary assistance in identification.
Weeding and spraying at an alternative
site (possibly along Yankee Hat walking

24 March   Sunday walk
Corn Trail, Monga NP
The Corn Trail is an historic route from
the coast up Clyde Mountain, used in the
1830s by packhorses. There are now
plans to log Buckenbowra State Forest
adjacent to the trail. Come and see the
area before the forest view is gone. It is a
16 km moderately difficult trail, mostly
downhill from the Dasyurus Picnic Area,
generally along or paralleling
Buckenbowra River to a car-park on No
Name Mountain Road. A significant car
shuffle is required. Be warned, leeches
are endemic to the area. Meet 7:30 am at
Canberra Railway Station, Kingston. This
will be a long day.

Drive: 250 km, $100 per car.
Maps: Monga and Araluen 1:25,000
Grading: 3 C/E
Leader: Mike S
Contact: 0412 179 907

27 March   Wednesday walk
Joint NPA / BBC / CBC activity
Details are emailed to those on the
Wednesday walks email list. Otherwise
contact the leader.

Leader: Barrie R
Contact: 0437 023 140 or
brdr001@bigpond.net.au

30 March   Saturday walk
Mount Palerang
A lovely walk to a high summit with
great views. Off-track there and mostly
on-track back. Good vegetation mix.
Some easy rock scrambling. Some light
scrub. About 10 km and 483 m climb. We
will need high clearance vehicles.
Contact leader by Thursday 28 March for
start time and meeting place.

Drive: 100 km, $40 per car.
Map: Bombay 1:25,000
Grading: 2 A/B/C
Leader: Barrie R
Contact: 0437 023 140 or
brdr001@bigpond.net.au

6 April   Saturday walk
Wrights Hill, the Border and
Settlers Trail
Meet at Kambah Village Shops car park
at 8:30 am. A walk from Boboyan Road
to Wrights Hill with views over Shannons

trail) if suitable staff are not available.
Tools provided.

Leader: Doug Brown
Contact: 6247 0239 or
kambalda@tpg.com.au

11 March  Monday public holiday
walk
Northern ACT border
Meet 8:30 am at Mulligans Flat Road car
park, on left and just north of Henry
William Street, Bonner. Take shortcut
north to Oak Hill and from there follow
Canberra Centenary Trail west to One
Tree Hill and on to Hall. A scenic 16 km
walk with some moderate climbs.
Afternoon tea at Hall. Car shuffle
involved.

Map: Hall 1:25,000 or Canberra Centenary
Trail map, Sections 1 and 2.
Grading: 3 A
Leader: Brian Slee
Contact: 6281 0719 or
brianslee@iprimus.com.au

17 March Sunday sculpture walk
Northbourne Avenue to Glebe Park
Meet at 9:00 am in the London Circuit car
park (entry near the Reserve Bank)
opposite the Commonwealth Bank.
Parking is free on Sundays. This will be a
gentle 3–4 km level walk. We will visit
some 40 sculptures and have lunch/coffee
at the Canberra Centre during the walk.
After lunch/coffee continue the walk to
Glebe Park and then return to the cars.

Grading: 1 A
Leader: Col McAlister
Contact: cvmac@grapevine.com.au or
6288 4171

23 March   Saturday work party
Briar control – Sawpit Creek area
This work party will be our first in the
Sawpit Creek area (Orroral Valley). The
location of the task is along the Smokers
Trail not far from its crossing of the
Orroral River. Cut/dab equipment will be
provided but your own secateurs would be
handy. Meet at Kambah Village shops at
8:30 am.

Drive: 93 km, $36 per car.
Leader: Martin Chalk
Contact: 0411 161 056

NPA outings program March – June 2019    (page 2 of 4)

Gudgenby Valley. Photo by Ken Free.

ACT northern border. Photo by Brian Slee.

Waterhole Hut.  Photo by Brian Slee.
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Flat. Continue through open forest and
along the ACT border fire trail following
the Boboyan Divide. Return along the
Settlers Trail beside Grassy Creek,
visiting Westermans Homestead.

Drive: 160 km, $64 per car.
Maps: Yaouk and Shannons Flat 1:25,000
Grading: 2 A/B
Leader: Steven Forst
Contact: 0428 195 236 or
steven.forst@iinet.net.au

11–14 April   Mid-week pack walk
Ettrema
A relaxed and relatively easy introduction
to the fabulous Ettrema Gorge. Day 1 a
walk in of about 4 km and set up camp on
Ettrema Creek. Days 2 and 3 exploratory
day walks up and downstream, involving
wading, swimming across pools and rock
scrambling. Day 4 pack up and walk out.
Contact the leader nearer the time for
more details and book in no later than
4 April. There will be a maximum limit
of 8.

Drive: about $125 per car.
Map: Nerriga 1:25,000
Grading: 4 B/C/D/E/F
Leader: Barrie R
Contact: 0437 023 140

13 April   Saturday work party
Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group
Meet at the Namadgi Visitor Centre,
Tharwa at 9:15 am. Car pool to Gudgenby
Valley. Survey success of blackberry and
willow control targeting creeks (which
was scheduled for the previous summer),
plus follow-up control of small
blackberries and briars (site or sites to be
determined after completion of scheduled
control activities). Tools provided.

Leader: Doug Brown
Contact: 6247 0239 or
kambalda@tpg.com.au

14 April   Sunday walk
Glenburn Precinct Loop

Meet 9:00 am at Canberra Railway
Station, Kingston. Drive to Charcoal Kiln
Road turnoff, Kings Highway, Burbong
(alternative meeting place: 9:30 am).
Follow trail via Atkinson Trig to Colliers
ruins for morning tea. Quinces may be
available in orchard. Continue west to
Coppins ruins and then north-east to
Glenburn Homestead for lunch. Return
via Colverwell Graves and road. Historic
area, well signposted. A 12 km walk with
afternoon tea in Queanbeyan. Advise
leader by Saturday whether joining group
at Kingston or Burbong.

Drive: 50 km, $20 per car.
Map: Glenburn Precinct Heritage Trails,
ACT Gov. (available online)
Grading: 2 A
Leader: Brian Slee
Contact: 6281 0719 or
brianslee@iprimus.com.au

24 April   Wednesday walk
Joint NPA / BBC / CBC Activity
Details are emailed to those on the
Wednesday walks email list. Otherwise
contact leader.

Leader: Mike S
Contact: 0412 179 907

27 April   Saturday work party
Bendora Arboretum
We last visited this site in September
2017. This work party will involve the
removal of wilding pines from around
Bendora Arboretum and eucs and other
natives from within. Hopefully, the task
will be one of maintenance. Please bring
gloves and a bush saw. Meet at Cooleman
Court (behind McDonald’s) at 8:00 am.

Drive: 92 km, $38 per car.
Leader: TBA
Contact: Martin Chalk 0411 161 056

4 May   Saturday walk
Sentry Box Rock
Meet 7:20 am at Kambah Village Shops
for 7:30 am departure.
This is a great walk in a beautiful area,
commencing on Yaouk Road opposite
Sentry Box Mountain. All off track. A
circular walk, with steep ascents and
descents, can be slippery in places and
some places loose underfoot. May be
some easy scrambling. Scrub should not
be too bad. Lunch at Sentry Box Rock
with fantastic views. A walk of about
11 km with 620 m height gain overall.

Drive: about 190 km, $76 per car.
Map: Yaouk 1:25,000
Grading: 2 B/C/D/E
Leader: Barrie R
Contact: 0437 023 140

5 May   Sunday walk
Calvary Ruins
A relatively easy walk to the ‘pisé’ walls
which are all that remain of the 1903
Calvary Homestead in the southern
Bullen Range. Walk is mostly on fire trail
or in open country. Around 200 m climb.
Lunch at high-point with view across
Tuggeranong Valley. Meet at Kambah
Village Shops at 8:30 am.

Drive: 30 km, $12 per car.
Map: Tuggeranong 1:25,000
Grading: 2 A/B
Leader: Mike S
Contact: 0412 179 907

11 May   Saturday work party
Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group
Meet at the Namadgi Visitor Centre,
Tharwa at 9:15 am. Car pool to
Gudgenby Valley. Weeding and tree
guard removal at Peppermint Hill. Tools
provided.

Leader: Clive Hurlstone
Contact: 6288 7592 or
cjhurls@bigpond.net.au

11 May   Saturday walk
‘Temple of Doom’ and more
From the Nursery Swamp Track car park
in Orroral Valley we walk to the saddle
just before Nursery Creek. Here we leave
the track and climb steeply north-west
through interesting rock formations to
Spot Height 1,447. Then head south to
the formation colloquially called ‘Temple
of Doom’ for lunch. The return will be
via the upper reaches of Nursery Creek.
Moderate to thick scrub in places and
rock scrambling. Bring a head torch for
exploring the rocks. Distance about
11 km and a climb of 550 m. Contact
leader, preferably by email, by Thursday,
9 May, for start time and transport
arrangements.

Drive: 84 km, $34 per car.
Map: Rendezvous Creek 1:25,000
Grading: 2 A/D/E
Leader: Philip Gatenby
Contact: 0401 415 446 or
philip.gatenby@gmail.com
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Calvary ruins. Photo by Brian Slee.

Colliers
home-
stead
ruins.
Photo
by
Brian
Slee.



18 May   Saturday walk
Mount Major and Minors
In Tallaganda NP, walk commences and
ends on Jinglemoney Fire Trail east of
Rossi and offers a variety of terrain and
vegetation with some great views. Some
scrub and one or two denser thickets.
Some rock scrambling. About a 12 km
walk and 600 m climb. We will need high
clearance vehicles. Please contact the
leader for meeting place and time of
departure no later than 5:00 pm, Friday
17 May.

Drive: 90 km, $36 per car.
Map: Bombay 1:25,000
Grading: 2 A/B/C/D/E
Leader: Barrie R
Contact: 0437 023 140

19 May   Sunday walk
Mount Budawang
Depart Canberra Railway Station,
Kingston at 8:00 am. Drive via
Braidwood and Mongarlowe and park at
intersection of Budawang and Mount
Budawang roads where walk begins.
Follow Mount Budawang Road (fire
trail) to base of mountain and then climb
via old road before reconnecting to fire
trail. Continue to summit for lunch.
Views to the sea and peaks of Budawang
National Park. Return via fire trail.
Afternoon tea Braidwood.

Drive: 200 km, $80 per car.
Map: Braidwood 1:25,000
Grading: 2 A
Leader: Brian Slee
Contact: 6281 0719 or
brianslee@iprimus.com.au

22 May   Wednesday walk
Joint NPA / BBC / CBC Activity
Details are emailed to those on the
Wednesday walks email list. Otherwise
contact leader.

Leader: Barrie R
Contact: 0437 023 140

16 NPA BULLETIN − MARCH 2019

Return to cars via Gungarlin River
(8 km). Time permitting, do another short
walk in area. Afternoon tea Cooma.
Contact leader by Friday, 14 June for
meeting place and weather check.

Drive: 330 km, $132 per car.
Map: Nimmo Plain 1:25,000
Grading: 1 B/C/F
Leader: Brian Slee
Contact: 6281 0719 or
brianslee@iprimus.com.au

22 June   Saturday work party
Fence removal – Gudgenby Valley
This year we will continue the work on
the fence line to the north-west of the
valley near the site of Rowleys Hut and
work on the fences within 1 km of the
Boboyan Road along the track that runs
towards the site of Rowleys Hut. All tools
will be provided. Meet at Kambah
Village Shops at 8 am.

Drive: 80 km, $32 per car.
Leader: Martin Chalk
Contact: 0411 161 056

26 June   Wednesday walk
Joint NPA / BBC / CBC Activity
Details are emailed to those on the
Wednesday walks email list. Otherwise
contact leader.

Leader: Steven Forst
Contact: 0428 195 236 or
steven.forst@iinet.net.au

25 May   Saturday work party
Poplar control – Blundells Flat
NPA commenced work on this site in
March 2017. The area has heritage-listed
exotics but the weeds include wilding
exotics and the usual suspects – plenty to
do. Some tools provided but a bush saw
and/or loppers and gloves would be
handy. Meet at Cooleman Court (behind
McDonald’s) at 8:15 am.

Drive: 45 km, $18 per car.
Leader: Martin Chalk
Contact: 0411 161 056

29 May   Wednesday walk
Joint NPA / BBC / CBC Activity
Details are emailed to those on the
Wednesday walks email list. Otherwise
contact leader.

Leader: Philip Gatenby
Contact: 0401 415 446 or
philip.gatenby@gmail.com

1 June   Saturday walk
Boboyan and Pheasant Hills
Meet at Kambah Village Shops car park
at 8:30 am. A walk from Brayshaws Hut
up Boboyan Hill for views through the
trees then across to Pheasant Hill. From
Pheasant Hill we will head north towards
the Boboyan Homestead ruin before
returning along the Old Boboyan Road.

Drive: 160 km, $64 per car.
Map: Yaouk 1:25,000
Grading: 2 B/E
Leader: Steven Forst
Contact: 0428 195 236 or
steven.forst@iinet.net.au

8 June    Saturday work party
Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group
Meet at the Namadgi Visitor Centre,
Tharwa at 9:15 am. Car pool to
Gudgenby Valley. Collection and disposal
of wire and fencing materials at Eleanor’s
Grove and adjacent areas. Tools
provided.

Leader: Doug Brown
Contact: 6247 0239 or
kambalda@tpg.com.au

16 June   Sunday walk
Nimmo Hill
Depart 7:00 am. Breakfast in Cooma at
8:15 am. Drive to Nimmo Hill via Rocky
Plain, follow Island Bend Fire Trail for
4 km and park. Climb 200 m to Round
Mountain summit (1,560 m) and descend
west to CSIRO Rabbiters Hut for lunch.
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Round Mountain from Gungarlin River.

Photo by Mike Bremers.

Mount Budawang fire

trail. Photo by Brian Slee.

Superb Parrot. Photo by Mike Bremers.
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the system was a shambles. Campsites
and refuges are operated by three
different organisations, CONAF and a
couple of private companies. Each has
responsibility for a different site. We
readily booked online sites run by two of
the organisations, but the third’s online
booking system was unresponsive. By
the time it started working, one of their
sites was booked out on the day we
wanted it. This meant having to change
the itinerary for our 6-week Patagonian
trip. Many ‘independent’ walkers book
through agencies to avoid the frustration
of the booking process, but it’s early
days in this new regime and over time
these sorts of issues should be resolved.

We took 9 days to complete the O-
trek and circumnavigate the Cordillera
del Paine. There are two detours on the
trek (up valleys that form the middle and
right prongs of the ‘W’) both towards the
centre of the circuit. They head up Valle
Francés and Valle Ascencio, and contain
some of the most spectacular scenery of
the trek, including the famous towers.
The walk can be started from different
points. We chose to start from Torres
Central, where there is a flash hotel, a
couple of refuges, a campground and a
welcome centre. Starting from here
meant we’d finish the walk with its most
famous scenic attractions.

Torres Central was a two and a half
hour bus and shuttle ride north from
Puerto Natales, an isolated town of
around 20,000 in a scenic location not
far north of Tierra del Fuego. Most of the
town’s buildings seem to be constructed
of corrugated iron. The town was well
set up to supply people wanting to walk
in Torres del Paine National Park and
elsewhere. The day before the start of
our walk we went to a briefing on the O-
and W-treks put on by one of the
companies which hires out equipment to
trekkers and offers guided trips in the
park. The emphasis of the talk, which
overall was very helpful, was to expect
cold, wet and windy weather, anything

The cordillera mostly lies within
Torres del Paine National Park which
protects over 180,000 hectares. The
park, managed by Chile’s National
Forestry Corporation (CONAF), receives
almost a quarter of a million visitors
annually. Such popularity has meant its
preservation, threatened by the sheer
weight of numbers and the destruction
wrought by inappropriate behaviour
(including fires carelessly lit which have
escaped and destroyed large areas of
beech forest), now relies on strict control
of visitor numbers and what these
visitors can do. People aren’t the only
threat to the environment in Torres del
Paine National Park. The refuges need
supplies and while some come by road,
or road combined with boat, a number of
refuges rely on supplies carried in on
horseback. Environmental damage by
horses is evident on parts of the O-trek
and adds to that caused by humans. Also
of interest in the national park is a small
population of feral horses (estimated to
be fewer than 100) but they are well
away from the main alpine areas.

The O-trek (which encompasses the
even more popular W-trek) can now only
be walked anti-clockwise and campsites
must be booked in advance. Some
campsites include the option of dinner,
bed and breakfast in a refugio or just
dinner. Until recently a tent had to be
carried, but now all campsites have
permanent tents which can be hired
(though we carried our own tent). Fires
are not allowed anywhere and camping

stoves can only be used in
designated areas at
campsites. At some sites
this entails a sheltered
kitchen area. At others, out
in the open where shelters
have not yet been built.
Cooking in the open using
a camping stove when the
wind is howling, as is
often the case, is quite a
challenge.

The year we walked
the O-trek, 2018, was the
second year of
compulsory bookings and

Also known colloquially as the O-trek,
this multi-day walk circles the Cordillera
del Paine in the southern Andes. Its
location, geopolitically, is interesting in
that the massif lies roughly to the east of
the main ridge of the Andes yet solely
within Patagonian Chile. Most of Chile,
on the other hand, occupies land to the
west of the Andes.

The alpine areas of Southern
Patagonia are dominated by an icefield
with an area of permanent ice only
exceeded in size by Antarctica and the
Greenland icefield. It’s about
11,000 sq km and seems to be a land of
permanent winter and when we were
nearby it was usually shrouded in cloud
and mist. It’s a long way south, almost
the same latitude as Macquarie Island.
Glaciers from the icefield have carved
deep valleys in the nearby landscape and
sculpted impressive peaks and ridges.
Most famous in the Cordillera del Paine
are the much photographed Torres del
Paine (Blue Towers), but other features
of this incredible mountain range are just
as impressive. The area’s lowlands are
dominated by southern beech forest
(described as deciduous Magellanic
forest) which includes a number of
Nothofagus species, notably Lenga
(N. pumilio). Elsewhere the plains and
plateaux are vegetated with either
scrubland or Patagonian steppe,
characterised by prostrate shrubs,
cushion plants and grasses, while much
of the higher areas are mostly devoid of
vegetation.

The Torres del Paine Circuit, Patagonia

Torres del Paine from the ‘back’.

Photo by Jan Gatenby.

(continued on page 18) 



as befits its name, is enormous (more
like a hotel) and includes a well-
equipped spacious kitchen for campers.
The place is famous for being very
windy (even by Torres del Paine
standards) and we were told of an
unfortunate camper whose tent was not
well secured and was taken by a wind
gust over the refuge and into the lake.
Our night at Paine Grande was wet and
windy and as we left next morning we
were farewelled by a gaggle of geese.

In the days ahead we had side trips.
The first was on the middle vertical part
of the ‘W’ up Valle Francés. Although
cloudy, the mountains were clear with
views of the east face of Cerro Paine
Grande (at almost 2,900 m, the highest
point in the park) and the Glaciar
Francés, the back of the Cuernos (Horns)
del Paine and from Británico Lookout a
huge panorama of peaks at the head of
the valley. What a sight! All was quiet
other than the sound of a nearby river
swollen by snowmelt and the occasional
rumble of an avalanche. We were lucky
with our timing as snow fell that night
and next day the track up Valle Francés
was closed. The second side trip, two
nights after the first, was up the Valle
Ascencio valley to a lookout with views
of Torres del Paine. The viewpoint was a
3 hour climb beyond our night’s

encrusted Nothofagus ending at a
campsite called Los Perros in honour of
a dog that drowned nearby. Our hardest
day followed, climbing to Paso John
Gardner in wind-blown rain. Without the
wind it would have been a pleasant
walk. Nearing the pass I was blown over
and landed on my elbow. After that we
hugged the ground whenever an
approaching gust was heard. From the
pass the sight of the enormous Glaciar
Grey below us on the other side was awe
inspiring. The mountains behind it,
bordering the icecap, were just in view
but the cloud
increased as we
watched, a rainbow
appeared and then
the rain started. It
was so windy we
could barely stand,
let alone hold a
camera so we
didn’t linger. As we
headed down
towards Glaciar
Grey the visibility
worsened. Rain
continued on and
off as we walked
beside the massive
river of ice. Three relatively new swing
bridges across deep ravines were most
welcome. We waded a fast flowing
creek, through moving glacial gravel
then, soon after, met rangers who said
that yesterday the creek wasn’t there.
They were out in the bad weather
checking trekkers. The refuge and the
campground at Grey were quite crowded
as we’d now merged with the more
popular and shorter W-trek.

Crowds were a feature of the
remaining 5 days of the trek and there
were now people going in each
direction, not just the same way as us.
Beyond Grey the weather, which hadn’t
been particularly good, became colder
and wetter but the scenery overall
became even more impressive. The
refuge at Paine Grande on Lago Pehoé,

better would be a bonus. We were also
told where the best places in town were
for buying supplies for the walk.

Consistent with expectation, it was
wet on the morning of the walk’s first
day but by the time we started walking
the weather was fine. This more or less
set the pattern for the coming days with
a mixture of fine weather, rain, snow
and almost constant wind. The first two
days were through a mixture of
scrubland and woodland, beside a river
then a lake. On the river flats were
Upland Goose (Chloephaga picta) and
an abundance of Southern Lapwing
(Vanellus chilensis), possibly attracting
near our first night’s camp the attention
of the spectacular Cinereous Harrier
(Circus cinereus). Both days had no
major climbs and we had increasing
glimpses of the mountains including a
‘less famous’ view of the back of the
towers towards the middle of the second
day. Quite a few flowers were out,
including Native Fuchsia (Fuchsia
magellanica) and Siete Camisas
(Escallonia rubra). Blue berries were
abundant on the Calafate bushes
(Berberis microphylla) and Prickly
Heath (Gaultheria mucronata) sported
ripe pink berries. In the forests we also
saw an unusual-looking fungus which
seemed to ooze spherically out of the
branches of beech trees. Its common
name is Indian Bread (Cyttaria
darwinii).

Our permits were checked at a ranger
station about halfway through day 2. We
then had a day in the forest among moss
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View from Britanico Lookout. 

Photo by Philip Gatenby.

Upland Goose, Chloephaga picta, one of

a gaggle.   Photo by Philip Gatenby.

The Torres del Paine Circuit, Patagonia   (continued from page 17)

(continued next page) 

A new swing bridge.  Photo by Jan Gatenby.
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campsite beside Refugio Chileno, where
we left our large packs. The track above
the refuge had just reopened having also
been closed by snow the previous day. In
places the path was icy and the snow got
thicker as we approached the lookout on
the shore of a lake opposite the towers.
When we were there, with many others,
the towers slipped in and out of mist.
Condors drifted between the peaks. We
lingered in the hope of a clearer view but
this didn’t happen, nor did it get any
worse. We gave some thought to
returning to the viewpoint for sunrise
next morning but, given the weather,
decided not to, only to learn later that for
a few fleeting moments sunlight had
illuminated the towers against a clear
blue sky.

On any day at this time of year about
50 people start the O-trek. The most
popular point to start from is Central
Torres, where we started. If doing the full
circuit as well as the side trips (the
combined O- and W-treks) most people
take 8 to 9 days to complete their walk

and since everyone has to walk in the
same direction you tend to be camping
with much the same people each night.
Day by day we got to know more and
more people. Our fellow trekkers were a
cosmopolitan bunch and were generally
half our age or less.

A lot of the spectacular sites of Torres
del Paine National Park can be seen from
the shorter W-trek. In fact many
sightseers only spend a (long) day in the
park walking to the Torres del Paine and
back from Central Torres. For me,
however, the climb to Paso John Gardner
and subsequent view of the enormous
Glaciar Grey with its backdrop of the
mist-shrouded Patagonian Icefield
surpasses even the close up view of the
towers. This view is only really possible
to people doing the circuit and is a
compelling reason for undertaking the
longer O-trek rather than just the W-trek.
The circuit is a memorable walk and
must rank among the top treks in the
world but anyone considering doing it
should be prepared for the possibility of

seeing very little in 9 days because of
the weather. Now that a pre-booking
system is, understandably, in place there
is less flexibility to linger in the hope of
better weather so the chances of
9 viewless days are higher than they
used to be.

Philip Gatenby
References:
Abrahams, Rudolf 2016, Torres del

Paine, Cicerone, Milnthorpe.
Torres del Paine – National Park and

Fauna and Flora, https://
torresdelpaine.com/en/torres-del-
paine.

Torres del Paine National Park,
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Torres_del_Paine_National_Park .

Map source:
Adapted from a google image available at

https://
www.contemporarynomad.com/the-
ultimate-guide-to-hiking-torres-del-
paine/ 

The Edward River is an anabranch of the
Murray River. It departs the Murray at
Picnic Point, about 80 km upstream of
Echuca, and flows through the NSW
towns of Deniliquin and Moulamein
before joining the Wakool River just
upstream of the small village of Kyalite.
The Wakool itself is an anabranch of the
Edward River and flows a further 30 km
beyond Kyalite before rejoining the
Murray River. The length of the Edward
River from Picnic Point to Kyalite is
almost 400 km.

Aboriginal heritage

For thousands of years Aboriginal people
inhabited the area along the Edward

River, hunting, fishing and
using their canoes on the river.
Even today evidence of Aborigi-
nal habitation exists in the form
of canoe trees, ring trees (where
branches of the sapling were
tied together to form a ring) and
possum holes (holes in the tree
for ‘harvesting’ possums).

Early European journeys

Published accounts of journeys
by Europeans are few and far
between. The earliest record of
a European journey on the
Edward River was in 1856 when Captain
Francis Cadell, a pioneer of the paddle-
steamer trade, conducted an exploratory
trip up the Edward in a small skiff to
determine its navigability for paddle
steamers. While he declared the river to
be navigable by a small steamer, it does
not appear that many steamers made it as
far as Deniliquin.

In 1889, two young men, Pope and
Power, who had just finished school,
paddled canoes to circumnavigate the
island formed by the Murray River on
the south and the Edward and Wakool
Rivers on the north. Their journey lasted
4 months. In 1995, Douglas Butcher,
who has paddled a canoe on long-
distance journeys extensively throughout
the Murray–Darling Basin, described his
journey down the Edward River as

‘21 leisurely days providing fine
weather, innumerable bends and semi-
remote environs’1.

Recent explorations

During 2018, I exchanged emails with
Bill M from Queensland. Over recent
years Bill and his mate Derek have
paddled kayaks down the major rivers of
the Murray–Darling Basin and in
May–June 2018 they paddled down the
Edward at relatively low water levels.
Bill reported:

Other than the first few kilo-
metres I didn’t have to get out of
the boat once for the whole trip.
Most of the locals we spoke to
told us we wouldn’t be able to
paddle thru but there was a path
cut  through every snag. It was an
enjoyable trip through interesting

The Edward River at Moulamein.

Photo by Mike Bremers.

Paddling the Edward River – Deniliquin to Kyalite

(continued on page 20) 

A ‘ring tree’; sign of Aboriginal use 

of this area.  Photo by Mike Bremers.
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countryside. The Edward is just
like a scaled-down version of the
Murray.

While published accounts of long-
distance paddling journeys on the
Edward are rare, the accounts available
suggest that it is a very enjoyable trip. To
assist in planning there is the Edward
River Canoe & Kayak Trail Guide2,
which lists access points and river
distances. I set myself the aim of
paddling the 340 km from Deniliquin to
Kyalite in late 2018. This I did in three
stints over 9 days during November and
December.

Launching at Deniliquin

McLeans Beach at Deniliquin is an ideal
launching spot. This is a large sandy
beach that would be very popular with
speedboats during the summer holidays
and weekends. Fortunately my 26 km
paddle down to Stevens Weir was done
at a quiet time and I had the river to
myself. Along the way I saw a canoe
tree, ancient redgums and a weather-
board house that was starting to fall into
the river – a reminder that the steep
banks on the outside of the bends
progressively erode away over time.

Twenty kilometres below Stevens
Weir the river enters Werai State Forest
(an Aboriginal Protected Area currently
managed by the National Parks and
Wildlife Service). When I paddled
through this area on a warm sunny week-

end there were quite a few people
camped along the banks. This is a very
attractive part of the river as it passes
through redgum forest. The banks are
quite low in comparison to the Murray
River and this enabled me to see quite a
few scar trees from my kayak as I was
generally paddling close to the level of
the forest floor. With the low banks it
was easy to find camping sites.

Forest to farmland

Farther downstream the river enters
farmland but usually forest has been
retained on the inside of the bends and
as a thin ribbon on the outside of the
bends. In some places the paddocks
extend to the river edge. With the region
hard hit by drought, the paddocks gen-
erally were bare dirt. For a couple of
days there were strong southerly winds
and dust was blown across the river off
the paddocks. It was a relief to reach the
forested parts of the river where I was
sheltered from the wind and dust. In the
forested parts of the river there was
evidence of past logging, some of it very
close to the river edge. Fortunately it
appears that current practice is to leave a
buffer zone along the river edge.

My original plan was to paddle all the
way to Kyalite but on reaching
Moulamein, 5 days and 180 km down-
stream of Stevens Weir, I decided to halt
the journey. While I had really enjoyed
the journey so far, four consecutive days

of 40°C were forecast, which
I would not enjoy. I left
Moulamein determined to
return in autumn to complete
the journey. However, a
week later a strong cool
change with widespread rain
moved across south-eastern
Australia. The forecast was
for several days of cool
weather after the rain so I
decided to return to
Moulamein for the 128 km

paddle down to Kyalite. I expected it to
take me 4 days but carried supplies for
6 days. With good weather, light winds
and still retaining some paddle-fitness
from the earlier journey, I was able to
complete it in 3 days. Again I was
paddling over a weekend but I only saw
one pair of campers on the first day. I
did not see any other humans until I
reached Kyalite 48 hours later. The
river was of much the same character as
previously until it joined the Wakool
River five kilometres upstream of
Kyalite.

Sandy beaches of the Wakool

The Wakool is a wider river and it had
the one thing that the Edward lacked
downstream of Stevens Weir – sandy
beaches. There is a sandy island at the
junction, which would make for good
camping but instead I had a swim as I
was keen to get to Kyalite to begin my
journey home. On arriving at Kyalite I
phoned Joe of Moulamein Lakeside
Caravan Park who had kindly agreed to
drive my car to pick me up and take me
back to Moulamein.

Overall, I can highly recommend the
Edward River for an extended canoe
trip. It has a remote feel although roads
are not too far away. It has a gentle flow
of about 2 km/hour and, while there are
snags, these do not present a major
problem. The portage around Stevens
Weir would be relatively easy with a
trolley. Evidence of Aboriginal
habitation of the area was one of the
highlights.

Mike Bremers
References:
1. Murray-Darling Journeys: Two

hundred years of significant rowing
and paddling journeys on the rivers
of the Murray-Darling Basin: 1817
to 2016 Bremers, Angela and
Bremers, Mike, 2017.

2. Edward River Canoe & Kayak Trail
Guide, NSW National Parks and
Wildlife Service, 2010.

Paddling the Edward River - Deniliquin to Kyalite   (continued)

Evidence of past logging.

Photo by Mike Bremers.

The bridge across Munyang River at
Guthega power station was damaged
several years ago and closed to walkers
wishing to access Disappointment Spur
trail, east of the river. A NPWS website
alert, dated 6 February 2019, advises that
the bridge has now been removed.

When river levels are low, it is possible
to access the trail from the power station

by scrambling across the rocks where
the bridge once stood. However, it must
be borne in mind, if coming from the
other direction, that the river may be
too high and the alternative route,
Munyang–Geehi Road, west of the
river, should be taken.

This is disappointing news (in more
ways than one) for those who had

hoped that the old bridge would be
repaired. No information is available on
whether the bridge will be replaced.

Source:
https://www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/
alerts/alerts-list 

Munyang River bridge removed
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Date:.Sunday, 20 January 2019
Participants:  Margaret Power (leader),

Mike Bremers, Marlene Eggert,
Brian Slee.

Weather: Fine.

The weather in the Snowy Mountains
was fine. The high for the day was 25° –
a welcome relief after the heatwave in
Canberra. The sky was very blue,
decorated with a good variety of white
clouds.

The group departed from Calwell at
approximately 6:30 am and was on the
track, walking, soon after 9:00 am. After
descending steeply from Charlotte Pass
and crossing the Snowy River, we started
the ascent to Blue Lake lookout. A
couple of pipits led the way along the

track. Flies were an annoyance. March
flies were seen but, fortunately, not felt.
We quickly started seeing more
wildflowers than we had expected so late
in the season. This continued, and
increased, throughout the day. Flowers
spotted included anemones, billy buttons,
blue bells, buttercups, trigger plants,
orchids, eyebrights, a variety of daisies,
sunrays, and more. There were several
snowdrifts to be seen.

After morning tea at Blue Lake
lookout, we ascended to the summit of
Mount Twynam for lunch. The sun was
surrounded by a double halo, the outer
layer of which displayed a full, rainbow-
like, spectrum. As we finished our lunch
a couple of sun-soaked Frenchmen
arrived. We had a quick chat with the
new arrivals then commenced walking
again, following a ridge south towards
Carruthers Peak. The views along the
way were spectacular. We looked across
row after row of mountains, down to
Victoria.

We left the track a few hundred
metres short of Carruthers Peak and

descended on alpine grass until we re-
joined the Main Range track and
continued to the river. We crossed the
river and ascended steeply, back to
Charlotte Pass.

After a stop in Jindabyne for
afternoon tea, we arrived back in
Canberra at about 6:30 pm.

Margaret Power

Bushwalk reports
Mount Twynam

Halo round the sun. Photo by Mike Bremers.

Trigger plants. Photo by Margaret Power.

Main Range flowers. Photo by Mike Bremers.

North Canberra parks and wetlands
Date:  Sunday, 6 January 2019.
Participants:  Brian Slee (leader), Mike

Bremers, Marlene Eggert, Val
Oliver, Michaela Popham,
Margaret Power.

Weather: Mild; partly cloudy;
occasional breeze.

Canberra, the largest city in the
Murray–Darling Basin, receives Com-
monwealth funding for the development
of schemes for returning high-quality
water to the environment. In recent years
NPA has visited impoundments in
Tuggeranong, Belconnen, Gungahlin and
Molonglo. This walk took in new
wetlands established in Sullivans Creek
catchment, North Canberra.

The Twelve Days of Christmas had
been hot and increasingly humid. On the
13th day we wafted into Ainslie on a
cool change, yay! After dallying at
Martin Moore’s bronze animal

Darling. We crossed Wattle Street and
found the Banksia Street double pond
behind the tennis club. Built in 2010,
ducks skid-landed on the surface, Superb
Parrots dined above on gum blossom.
The dryer of the two ponds was intended
to foster frogs but they were silent.
Needs weeding. David Street wetland
(2001) we happened upon by chance
while crossing O’Connor Oval on the
way to Haig Park. Swamp-like, mature
and secluded among beautiful tall trees,
it has quite an allure. Clear water flows
from the exit channel.

The O’Connor diversion had added
1.5 km so we scurried through leafy
Turner, recrossed Northbourne (still no
tram) and made a beeline for an
excellent fish/chip/salad lunch, perched
on stools at Catch in Lonsdale Street,
overlooking the rainbow roundabout.
Hey, no flies in trendy Braddon. A
couple of Summernats cars cruised by.

Back in Haig Park about 1 pm, we
filed past lines of conifers into
Corroboree Park and via back streets to
Edgar’s Inn, Ainslie, for coffee. 10.5 km.
Well worth repeating. The almost-level
route connects wide, shady streets to
paths beside water channels and
numerous parks. Green, green, and a
sleek red tram is due at the station.

Brian Slee

sculptures, displayed on marine poles at
the shopping centre, we headed east to
Mount Ainslie Nature Reserve at
8:45 am.

It was touch the Reserve, then go, as
we were soon descending into Dickson
to visit Hawdon Street wetland. The
horseshoe lake, built in 2011 on open
grassland and filled by water diverted
from a concrete drain, is a gem. It is
enhanced by volunteers (Isobel
Crawford, take a bow) who maintain the
burgeoning vegetation. Morning tea was
under a shade sail; a retriever plunged
and frolicked.

Lines of tall eucalypts led us west to
Dickson Pool, from there oaks edged the
path to New St Kilda Road (aka
Northbourne Avenue). No tram in sight;
developers rampant. Lyneham wetland
lay a short distance further west. Graeme
Barrow visited here in 2012,

commenting in Walking Canberra
how beautiful it might be when
completed. It is well on the way,
replete with waterbirds – an oasis. A
metal barrier forms an interesting
flow-through channel on the
Goodwin Street side.
 The next wetlands, both in
O’Connor, pre-date Murray–

Goodwin Street side of Lyneham
wetland. Photo by Brian Slee.
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I recently walked from Mount Kosciusko
through to Tharwa, joining Karen Cody
who had been walking the length of the
Australian Alps Walking Track (AAWT)
from Walhalla in Victoria.

We found the Main Range quite
magnificent, the snowdrifts, vast
scenery, abundant native alpine flora and
fauna (including funnel-web spiders!).
As we walked further north we noticed
two recurring themes, i.e. the abuse of
huts by horse-riding groups and the
damage to the environment by wild
horses. Our first ‘contact’ with wild
horses was north of Tin Hut near the
Brassy Peaks, a mob of 16.

It is important to understand the
physical impacts of the recent NSW
Government legislation, a world first in
declaring heritage status to a feral
animal. This legislation prevents Parks
from effectively reducing the ever-
increasing number (estimated 6–8,000)
of wild horses in the Kosciuszko
National Park, by ruling out controlled
aerial shooting.

As well as the feral horse damage to
streams and wetlands, ‘controlled’
commercial horse trekking is threatening
the very existence of the huts that
members of Kosciuszko Huts
Association (KHA) have been caring for
over the past 48 years.

By the time we reached Broken Dam
Hut there was growing evidence of a
lack of concern for huts by horse-riding
companies. Large diameter logs cut by
chainsaw were piled onto the veranda
and inside the hut, along with stacks of
very combustible smaller timber, almost
blocking entry to the door. It seemed
obviously to be in preparation for an
upcoming horse trek.

As we headed further north of
Kiandra we saw a lot of misuse of the

they had obviously reduced water
quality and the forest understory in
previously pristine areas. These
damaging effects on the environment
had not been visible 10 years before
when she walked the AAWT.

Ground and aerial shooting will not
be permitted in Victoria in the next
3 years, but if, on review, methods such
as mustering, trapping and rehoming,
and fertility control prove to be
ineffective, then ‘other methods’ will be
considered. This is a very careful
loophole retained by the Victorian
Government to permit the possibility of
shooting at a later stage.

My guess is that there is less political
lobbying in Victoria by horse-trekking
companies hence a more responsible
approach by the Victorian Government.

Bob Salijevic

areas adjacent to huts by
horse-riding groups, i.e. large
fireplaces within a few metres
of huts, horse dung etc.

I had not walked in the
northern KNP for 10 years and
was taken aback at how things
have changed in that time with
regard to wild horse impacts. I
always remember seeing some
wild horses but the further
north we trekked the bigger the
visible problems, e.g. around Bill Jones
Hut all the streams were a smelly,
muddy, trodden, horse dung mess. There
were large knee-high mounds of dung in
the overall area through to Oldfields Hut,
often only 100 metres or less apart in all
directions. Small horse mobs (of 20–40)
were continuously seen over all days
walking through. Stream banks and beds
were mostly eroding and their water unfit
to drink. Little of the original and fragile
flora was left.

This was evident from Kiandra
northwards to Bill Jones Hut and from
there easterly to Oldfields Hut after
which you cross the border into the ACT.

We became alarmed when we
realised we had seen little sign of native
animals. In fact it was only as we crossed
into the ACT that the expected native
animals could be seen or heard, i.e.
kangaroos, wallabies, wombats etc., plus
hearing some dingoes (none were heard
at all in KNP). Karen thought the lack of
native animals in the north could be due
to the large horse population destroying
their vegetative understory,
which would be particularly
harmful during a drought.
Karen also told me that she had
first seen large numbers of wild
horses 2 days south of the
NSW–Victoria border, and that

A recent observation of wild horses’ impacts in
Kosciuszko National Park

Flammable gathered wood and kindling
piled inside and on the veranda at Broken Dam Hut.

Muddied stream bank showing

horse hoof pugging.

Photos by Bob Salijevic.
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Report from the Environment Subcommittee
The festive season has been relatively
quiet for the Environment Sub-
committee. But that is all about to
change.

Already preparations are underway
for submissions on proposed changes to
the Kosciuszko National Park (KNP)
Plan of Management and a draft walking
trail strategy for the Kosciuszko summit
precinct of KNP, which are due on
11 March 2019. These documents are out
for public comment from the NSW
National Parks and Wildlife Service. The
key points of these documents are:
• an intention for a new ‘iconic’ walking

track linking Thredbo and the main
range to Guthega, Perisher and the
Crackenback precinct near Bullocks
Flat

• the development of the Thredbo

Ranger Station site into an accom-
modation hub

• the creation of a new camping area at
Yarrangobilly Caves.

The NPA ACT will be considering
whether the costs associated with these
developments may be more usefully
focused on conservation outcomes.

The coming year has some
significant events affecting
conservation in the ACT. These include:
• the ACT Government’s development

of a nature-based tourism strategy
• the examination of the public’s

responses to the ‘Nature in the City’
public consultation process by the
Legislative Assembly Environment
Committee

• the continuing effect of numerous
developments on the natural

environment in the ACT and, in
particular, the impact of the new
suburb of Whitlam on the Kama
Nature Reserve

• the release of the next iteration of the
ACT Bushfire Management Strategy

• the public consultation process of the
Canberra Nature Park Plan of
Management.

In all of these events the NPA ACT
will be putting its voice forward for the
protection of the natural environment.
Come and help us achieve this through
your participation in the Environment
Subcommittee. Look forward to seeing
you there. For more detail contact me
on 0410 875 731.

Rod Griffiths, Convener

Environment Subcommittee

the feel of a rough woollen shirt, the
contact of angular bodies, and the songs
we sang through that long night.

At dawn we head back across the
swamps and meet a search party – our
colleagues are worried about their two
missing geologists.

my heart held

as we danced

together –

the memory lingers

into morning light

Flashback to a sociable evening
around the campfire, in the high
plains somewhere near Kiandra.
People retire to their tents. I linger by
the glowing fire, then lay out my
sleeping bag beside it. Drifting off to
sleep I feel the kiss of the first
raindrop. Pull the bag over my head
and snuggle deeper. Sometime later I
wake to find that I am lying in a pool
of water, and the rain is pelting

down.
Somehow I get out of the bag and

find B’s tent. He invites me in, hangs up
my wet clothes and gives me a dry shirt.
I spend the rest of the night trying to
keep warm by huddling close to him.

alone

in the dance

together

sculptured ... tentative

melting in ... moving away

Gerry Jacobson

Bivouac
At dance class the other night,
teacher pairs me with C for contact
work - Tells us to start by cuddling
up together on the floor. Then she
makes some remark about how rare it
is for men to cuddle.

in contact ...

then I move away

from him

slowly coming

into my own comfort zone

Flashback to a makeshift bivvy at Moon
Point. R and I walk across the Fraser
Island swamps from our field camp one
Sunday. We reach the beach on the west
coast but the short winter day fades. And
there is no way we can walk back in the
dark. We rig a shelter with branches and
huddle up together on the sand. Try to
keep warm, and hide from the mossies.
Rain? I don’t remember. I do remember

Kiandra Plain. Photo by Brian Slee.

areas from which the female collects
mud to build a chamber. Into this she
places a captured spider, inserts an egg
and seals the chamber. The spider
provides food for the larva when it
hatches.

The egg chambers of S. laetum form
a rough mound with ridges, whereas
S. formosum builds the chambers in
segmented rows.

So there is always something of
interest to find out there.

Rupert Barnett

Observations on a Mud-dauber wasp
Most of the dozen people on the
balcony of the Namadgi Visitor Centre
did not notice the insect that landed on a
wall beside them. We were learning
about the equipment used to track
goannas in the National Park from
project leader, Don Fletcher; see the
update on the project elsewhere in this
issue of the Bulletin.

The insect was spotted as we headed
out to apply what we had learned,
though it seemed no one knew its
identity. However, when near Namadgi
it usually pays to have a camera – the
pictures taken allowed its identification
as a Mud-dauber Wasp.

Two Mud-dauber Wasp species –
Sceliphron laetum and S. formosum –

occur over much of Australia, including
the ACT, and there is a North American
species becoming established in coastal
Queensland.

The one we saw, S. laetum is a pretty
insect with long legs and lace-patterned
transparent wings that fold over a black
body marked by bright-yellow markings.
The main feature is the needle-thin link
between thorax and abdomen – the
petiole; this word usually refers to a leaf
stalk but is clearly apt here, and helps to
tell it from other locals, including the
related orange and black Paper Wasp.

The Mud-dauber Wasps are typically
20 to 25 mm long, usually solitary and
non-aggressive, though the female can
sting if handled. They live near damp
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News from state-based associations
and agencies.

International award for Wilsons
Promontory Marine National Park

This international award is the first to be
given to Australia, and one of only six in
the world! It recognises Wilsons
Promontory Marine National Park as an
area of outstanding marine biodiversity
that as a protected area contributes
significantly to global marine
conservation efforts. It also honours the
work that has been done to protect its
extensive kelp forests, colourful marine
life, coral-encrusted underwater caves,
one of the largest Australian fur seal
breeding colonies, large populations of
seabirds and the endangered great white
shark, and migratory pathways for
southern right whales and humpback
whales. Parks Victoria have developed
an amazing video which can be viewed
at: https://youtube/Ql01RfhEuQI

Parkwatch (VNPA), No. 275
(December 2018)

Falls–Hotham Alpine Crossing
approved

Colong Bulletin No. 166 reported on the
proposed 2015 Falls–Hotham Alpine
Crossing, a walking track upgrade in
Victoria’s Alpine National Park
ascending Diamantina Spur. The Parks
Victoria Master Plan has now been
adopted and allows for hut development
on Mt Feathertop. The master plan was
guided to approval by a pro-development
advisory group that had no conservation
representatives and replaced the park
management role usually played by the
Park’s Alpine Advisory Committee. The
Master Plan claims current annual use of
this walk is 4,400 to 7,300 visitors/year
and will increase to 6,400 to 10,700
visitors/year by 2027.

Recent analysis of existing hut
logbooks recorded just 34 walkers a
year, and few of these walked up
Diamantina Spur. Obviously the Master
Plan numbers were ‘cooked’ to make the
economics of the iconic walk attractive.
There was no detailed economic case

and the return on the $34 million capital
investment in the new track and three
huts will be minimal. Parks Victoria will
incur a loss as recurrent costs will
increase to $2–3 million/year, as staff
must service the track and the huts along
it. Few people will walk up Diamantina
Spur, so the proposed lodge on Mt
Feathertop will be a waste of money.

Development of this remote
mountaintop will destroy the values that
they intend to promote, repeating the
mistakes made throughout the Alps of
Europe where almost every mountain
has been developed. Bushwalkers also
believe that the proposed track will be
constructed to a uniform standard. This
is fine for Botanic Gardens, but not for
an adventurous walk to Mt Feathertop.
Parks Victoria’s review of submissions
advised that: ‘Overall there was a
positive response to the plan and its
potential positive impact to the region’.
On release of the 200 submissions made,
just nine supported the new track!

The key issues were low visitor use,
poor economic modelling, no business
case, no Environmental Impact
Statement, inappropriate lodge
development on Diamantina Spur and
bushwalkers’ experiences compromised.
Experienced walkers believe that the
project is doomed as Diamantina Spur
and Mt Feathertop are too steep and
arduous to support a graded iconic walk.

Colong Bulletin, No. 273
(November 2018)

NSW Government’s record on the
environment

Bob Debus, former Environment
Minister, addressing the Upper House
Inquiry into proposed legislation to
enable the raising of Warragamba Dam
wall which will impact the World
Heritage Blue Mountains National Park,
4 October 2018.

We have seen a world-class
catchment management system
dismantled. We have seen the subversion
of the Murray–Darling Basin Plan. We
have seen the degradation of the
National Parks and Wildlife Service,
which was once regarded as one of the
five outstanding such services in the
world. We have seen the arrangements
for the protection of native vegetation
undermined. Now we see a proposal in
which the Government is proceeding in
apparent ignorance of the national and
international significance of the World
Heritage status of the Blue Mountains
National Park. This exercise reminds me
somewhat of the recent decisions around

the Kosciuszko National Park in which,
on the basis of no coherent evidence
whatsoever, arrangements are being
made to turn the Kosciuszko National
Park into a horse farm.

Colong Bulletin, No. 273
(November 2018)

Mount Canobolas State Conservation
Area Draft Management Plan

Mount Canobolas State Conservation
Reserve is a significant reserve in
Central Western NSW. It is an
important feature of the Orange District
and brings economic benefits, including
tourism. Its highest value, however, is
for nature conservation. An extinct
volcano, Mount Canobolas stands out in
the landscape, being one of few
subalpine ecosystems in Central NSW.
It supports a wide range of rare and
restricted species, with the combination
of the geology, location, altitude and
biodiversity making it a unique natural
wonder.

The State Conservation area is
relatively small for a conservation
reserve, covering 1,672 ha. Arguably,
this conservation area should be
categorised as a Nature Reserve, and
should be managed primarily to protect
its natural values. These natural values
are under significant threat from climate
change. Inland NSW is among the
Australian landscapes predicted to be
under highest pressure as temperatures
rise, rainfall patterns change and higher
evaporation dries our soils.

In this context great care need to be
taken about the future management of
the reserve and the types of activities
which are allowed. In particular, the
proposal to provide for an extensive
system of mountain bike tracks across
the reserve is antagonistic to sound
management of the natural values or the
reserve. The proposal, for 63 km of
tracks and the development of a track
head or ‘hub’ in the Tea House precinct,
is gross overdevelopment and would
pose ecological risks including loss of
vegetation and associated fauna habitat,
weed invasion, spread of soil
pathogens, soil erosion and degradation
of stream water quality. This activity
should not be allowed in the Plan.

This concern has been shared by the
Central West Environment Council
which stated in its submission: ‘Such a
large development is clearly designed
for competitions and would need
considerable associated infrastructure.
Increased traffic and trampling by
spectators and accelerated off-track

PARKWATCH

Sealers Cove.  Photo by Bojan Pajic
of Glen Iris.
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vegetation impacts under racing
conditions would add to the
environmental impacts’.

Instead of imposing a large and
damaging development inside this
significant reserve, an alternative
location within nearby State Forests
should be assessed.

Nature NSW, Vol. 62, No. 4
(Summer 2018)

Protecting the environment’s water in
the Murray–Darling Basin

For a few years in the 1990s the NSW
water agency had on display, in the foyer
of its offices in Parramatta, a statue
celebrating tampering with irrigation
meters and, by association, water theft.
Sculpted by the Department’s creative
souls in Moree, this 2-metre high
artwork was exhibited in Head Office. It
was the agency’s celebration of the
larrikin irrigator, his irreverence and
defiance of authority, even while that
agency was the authority being defied.

By 1995 the times seemed to be
changing. Starting on the Gwydir, the
water department undertook a full
review of meters in NSW. The
Macquarie River meter review found
that only a quarter of meters in the valley
were satisfactory. Many were improperly
installed and showed evidence of
tampering. Among the conclusions of the
review were that ‘… irrigators can, and
will, implement improper practices to
prevent meters operating as required’,
and that the Department needed ‘… to be
more pro-active in all phases of
managing its metering system’.

Water metering and satellite
technologies have improved greatly in
the last quarter of a century. Satellite
photos allow water to be tracked with
great precision, whether in rivers or
pumped into channels and storages and
applied to crops. In spite of this, water
theft continued. It was reported widely in
early 2017 that environmental water,
intended to reach the Barwon–Darling,
was taken for irrigation.

A welcome response was the creation
of the NSW Natural Resource Access
Regulator in April 2018. The regulator’s
aims are to ensure accountable
compliance and enforcement measures
and maintain public confidence in
management of natural resources. The
Commonwealth Government appointed
Mr Mick Keelty as the independent
Northern Basin Commissioner in
September 2018. The Regulator and the
Commissioner are already active. In
spite of these initiatives, concerns
remain. The attitudes of some irrigators
and bureaucrats are slow to change, and

reports of water theft continue. Channels
divert water to and from watercourses.
Banks, levees, ‘roads’ and ‘airstrips’
block streams and floodways.

The Commonwealth Environmental
Water Office (CEWO) and NSW Office
of Environment and Heritage (OEH) are
not yet confident that the environmental
water they manage is safe from theft.
These agencies have legal
responsibilities to protect and manage
water, on behalf of the public, for the
benefit of rivers. They proposed an
environmental flow in the Barwon-
Darling and its tributaries in 2018. The
irrigation industry’s offer to allow flows
down the river by ‘self-regulating’ to
stop irrigation extractions reassured no
one, and was met with a polite refusal.
The NSW Government imposed an
embargo on pumping to guarantee that
the rivers’ water would be protected.

The CEWO demonstrated
outstanding management of
environmental water, combining up-to-
date environmental knowledge, good use
of technology, and clear and open
communication before, during and after
the release. It used satellite photos to
track flows from the tributaries, along
the Barwon–Darling to Menindee. It
provided an excellent example of how
government agencies can work within
government, and with communities.
Governments must not only be willing to
prevent water theft, but must be
enthusiastic about it.

Water theft may have been a bit of a
joke for irrigators and water agencies a
quarter of a century ago, but times and
conditions change. Water remains over-
committed to irrigation, demand is
increasing, the health of wetlands and
rivers in many parts of the Basin is
declining, and one of the effects of
climate change is that there is less water
to share. Advances in technology mean
that communities now have better access
to better information, and old excuses no
longer carry any weight. Governments
have always been aware of their
responsibilities; the difference now is
that, in a large part because of public
pressure, there is reason to hope that
they will carry them out.
After publication of this article a cotton
farmer on the Barwon-Darling River has
pleaded guilty to three charges involving
water misuse, including pumping during
an embargo, following a lengthy
investigation. (Sydney Morning Herald
by Peter Hannam 26 Nov 2018)

Nature NSW, Vol. 62, No. 4
(Summer 2018)

Compiled by Hazel Rath

World Environment Day
Dinner

Saturday, 1 June 2019,
7:00 – 10:30 pm.

Gandel Atrium, National Museum of
Australia, Acton.

Guest Speaker: Dr Bob Brown, 
‘Optimism and Defiance’.

Catering by Broadbean Catering.
Canapes and champagne for starters
followed by three-course meal, table
wine included. Dietary requirements
catered for.

This is the Conservation Council of
the ACT’s largest fund raising event
of the year. Arrangements for
participation by NPA members will
be announced in future editions of
Burning Issues.

Source: Yellow Box Dispatch,
CCACT, February 2019.

PARKWATCH   (continued)

60th Anniversary
Celebrations

NPA ACT turns 60 on 1 March 2020.
Planning is now underway for a
series of fun and educational
activities over the coming year to
celebrate six decades of
achievements in protecting and
preserving Namadgi and other
important places we love.

We currently have ideas in the
pipeline for a competition for young
photographers, a members forum
and/or conference on the challenges
currently facing Australia’s national
parks, a family-oriented event in
Namadgi, and an anniversary dinner.
A 60th anniversary subcommittee
has been put in place to coordinate
the celebrations: Cynthia Burton
(chair), Ed Highley, Judy Kelly and
Annette Smith.

If you are interested to learn
more about any of these activities, or
to help us out with putting together
the 60th anniversary celebrations,
please feel free to contact Cynthia
( cynthia.burton69@bigpond.com )
or other subcommittee members at
any time.

Cynthia Burton
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The NPA welcomes
the following new members

Anthony and Robyn Slatyer
Ian Guthridge (re-joining

member).
We look forward to seeing you at
NPA activities.

NPA notices
National Parks Association Calendar

                                                        

Public holidays

General meetings

Committee meetings

Gudgengy Bush Regeneration 1

March

Mon 11

Thurs 21

Tues 5

Sat 9

April

Fri 19-Mon 22;

Thurs 25

May

Mon 27

Thurs 18

Tues 2

Thurs 16

Tues 7

Sat 13 Sat 11

Further details: 1 GBRG. Meet at Namadgi Visitor Centre 9:15 am.

Contributions for the

NPA Bulletin

Contributions of articles, letters, poems,

drawings and photographs are always

welcome. If possible keep contributions to no

more than 1,000 words. Items accepted for

publication will be subject to editing and may

also be published on the NPA website. Send all

items to the Bulletin Team, email

admin@npaact.org.au, or to the NPA ACT

postal address (see page 27).

Deadline for the June 2019 issue: 

31 May 2019.

This Bulletin was prepared by:

Editor, Brian Slee

Copyeditor, Ed Highley

Presentation, Adrienne Nicholson.

Nominations for Life Membership
The committee is again calling for nominations

for Honorary Life Membership. If a member has

done something very special for our association

and is worthy of this recognition, please send a

confidential nomination to Secretary Sonja Lenz

by mid-April (signed by yourself and another

member who seconds the nomination).

Further information on what to put into the

written nomination can be found on the NPA

website or by contacting Kevin McCue on

6251 1291 or email mccue.kevin@gmail.com 

Volunteers needed

We always need new volunteers to take over from members who have volunteered for a long time and need a break. Please
consider putting your name forward for any jobs you think you can spend some time on for the good of NPA. It can be to help
organise events for our 60th anniversary, setting up the meeting room or the supper for our general meetings, selling our
books at public events or helping with office work.

Please send an email to  admin@npaact.org.au  or leave a message on the office phone (02) 6229 3201.

Cover photographs
Front cover

Main photo. Save Kosci protest walk; the summit of Mount Kosciuszko,

8 December 2018 - Jan Gatenby (holding banner), Donna Powell

(full distance walker), Paul Millgate (seated, full distance walker),

Karen Cody in frog costume, Tom Vaughan (seated, full distance

walker), Linda Groom (standing on cairn), Alan Laird (front, full

distance walker), Philip Gatenby (holding banner), and Marg Sharp

(full distance walker) (see article page 4). Photo by Peter Anderson-Smith.

Insets.  Left.  Euphrasia (Eyebright) (see bushwalk page 21).

Photo by Mike Bremers.

Centre.  Drone landing after downloading data for goanna research

(see article page 10). Photo by Matthew Higgins.

Right. ACT Government’s container deposit scheme Return-It

Depot, 17 Dundas Court, Phillip (see article page 9). Photo by Brian Slee.

Back cover

Top.   Mount Townsend tarn with view to Mount Kosciuszko.

Photo by David Dedenczuk.

Bottom.  Ramshead from south-west. Photo by Mike Bremers.

NPA books available from some bookshops (e.g. ANBG), or contact the association office.

10,000 SIGNATURES REQUIRED BY 31 MARCH – 
DOWNLOAD THE PETITION NOW

Visit https://reclaimkosci.org.au/take-action/ and print the petition calling
upon the NSW Legislative Assembly to repeal the Kosciuszko Wild Horse

Heritage Act, 2018.  Follow the instructions for signing the form and
post to the address provided before 31 March.
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General Meetings
Third Thursday of the month,  (not December or January)

8.00 pm,  Uniting Church hall,  56 Scrivener Street,  O’Connor

National Parks Association of the ACT Incorporated

Inaugurated 1960

Aims and objectives of the Association

• Promotion of national parks and of measures for the protection of
fauna and flora, scenery, natural features and cultural heritage in the
Australian Capital Territory and elsewhere, and the reservation of
specific areas.

• Interest in the provision of appropriate outdoor recreation areas.

• Stimulation of interest in, and appreciation and enjoyment of, such
natural phenomena and cultural heritage by organised field outings,
meetings or any other means.

• Cooperation with organisations and persons having similar interests
and objectives.

• Promotion of, and education for, conservation, and the planning of
landuse to achieve conservation.

Office bearers

President Esther Gallant 6161 4514 (h)
galla001@umn.edu

Vice President Cynthia Burton 0488 071 203
cynthia.burton69@bigpond.com

Secretary Sonja Lenz 6251 1291 (h)
sonjalenz67@gmail.com

Treasurer Hannah Conway 0439 962 255
hannah_conway21@hotmail.com

Committee members

Chris Emery 6249 7604 (h)
chris.emery@optusnet.com.au

Steven Forst 0428 195 236
steven.forst@iinet.net.au

Rod Griffiths   (Immediate Past President)  0410 875 731
rod.blackdog@gmail.com

George Heinsohn 6278 6655 (h) 
george.heinsohn@gmail.com

Kevin McCue 6251 1291 (h)
mccue.kevin@gmail.com

Conveners

Bulletin Working Group Kevin McCue 6251 1291 (h)
mccue.kevin@gmail.com

Cultural Subcommittee Quentin Moran 6288 9840 
qmoran@webone.com.au

Environment Subcommittee Rod Griffiths 0410 875 731
rod.blackdog@gmail.com

Outings Subcommittee Steven Forst 0428 195 236
steven.forst@iinet.net.au

Publications Subcommittee Kevin McCue 6251 1291 (h)
mccue.kevin@gmail.com

Publicity Subcommittee Allan Sharp
sharpaw4@gmail.com

60th Anniversary Subcommittee Cynthia Burton 0488 071 203
cynthia.burton69@bigpond.com

Work Party Co-ordinator Martin Chalk 6292 3502 (h)
mcchalk1@bigpond.com

The NPA ACT office is in Unit 14 / 26 Lena Karmel Lodge, Barry

Drive, Acton, together with the Conservation Council. It is staffed by

volunteers on an irregular basis. Callers may leave phone or email

messages at any time.

Phone: (02) 6229 3201  or  0429 356 212 (if urgent)

Website: www.npaact.org.au

Email: admin@npaact.org.au

Address: GPO Box 544, Canberra  ACT  2601

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/NationalParksAssociationOfTheAct

Membership subscription rates (1 July to 30 June)

The subscription rate is $22, which includes a digital copy only of our
Bulletin.

If you want to receive a printed copy of the Bulletin, the subscription
rates are:

Household membership $44 Single members $38.50
Corporate membership $33 Full-time student/Pensioner    $22

Note: All the above subscription categories reduce to $11 if a

donation of $100 or more is made.

Advertising

The NPA Bulletin accepts advertisements and inserts. Contact

the NPA office for information and rates.

Printed by Instant Colour Press, Belconnen, ACT.

ISSN 0727-8837 (printed copy); ISSN 2209-6256 (digital copy).

Thursday 18 April
Rosenberg’s Genetic Pool

Jason Dobry

PhD student, University of
Canberra

Jason brings some unique
experience to the study of
Rosenberg’s Monitor in the ACT
 – what we might learn from a
study of their genetic signatures,
their genetic diversity, sex,
parentage etc.

Thursday 21 March
ACT Parks and Conservation
Regional Fire Management

Plan (RFMP)

Tony Scherl

Project Coordinator

The next 10 year RFMP is
currently being developed. Tony
will present a summary of the
proposed fire related works on
lands managed by Parks and
Conservation. Comments will be
encouraged during the subsequent
public consultation period.

Thursday 16 May
Experiencing the Arctic: Summer rafting

the Coppermine River

Esther Gallant

NPA President

Rafting in northern Canada, one can
experience true wilderness without
carrying a pack. A 12 day float to the
Arctic Ocean on the Coppermine River
provided lots of wildlife and no humans
other than our little group. We also found
good hiking along the way. This is one of
the Arctic areas that Sir John Franklin
survived exploring (but only just) and not
too far from the end of his ill-fated final
voyage.



For information on NPA ACT activities, please visit our website  http://www.npaact.org.au

and follow us at  www.facebook.com/NationalParksAssociationOfTheAct


