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From the President
Several big complicated and time-consuming projects are
keeping your committee, and others, very busy as year-end
approaches. Some 60th Anniversary celebration plans are still
being developed although those for the celebratory evening on
2 March 2020 at Wesley Uniting Church in Forrest are nearly
finalised. Our featured speaker will be environmental scientist
Professor David Lindenmayer from the ANU Fenner School.
Environment Minister Mick Gentleman has accepted our
invitation to cut the cake and say a few words. Other
acceptances are coming in from MLAs and EPSD Directorate
officials. We look forward to a wonderful evening and hope
that many of you already have the date on your calendars.
Many thanks to Cynthia Burton and the 60th Anniversary
Subcommittee for all the excellent planning.
The Promotion and Outreach Subcommittee has been busy
with an information stall at the Tidbinbilla Open Day and the
Tuggeranong SouthFest. They are also in the process of
updating our promotion materials with new banners,
computerised displays and a new gazebo. Now we need a place
to store all of this. If you have a bit of space in a garage or
storeroom, please contact Allan Sharp to discuss how you
might help out. And if you would like to help staff any of our
stalls Allan would be delighted to talk to you.
Digital communications are being updated with changes to
the website to make it more user-friendly. We are also
increasing our presence on social media thanks to the efforts of
Cynthia Burton and Mike Bremers. The continuing
Rosenberg’s Monitor tracking project has been, so far, one of
the most popular online topics. Check us out on FaceBook,
Instagram and/or Twitter.
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This year was our turn to host the
National Parks Australia Council
AGM with delegates from NSW,
Victoria, SA and Queensland
attending. The second 2019 Art
Week was scheduled to coincide
with the meeting so the delegates
could visit Gudgenby Cottage for
afternoon tea (see article page 9).
Feral horses are still very much on the agenda since the
NSW Parliament refused to even debate the repeal of the
Heritage Horse Protection Act at the end of August. We
organised a 4-day car camp trip in the Tantangara region of
Kosciuszko National Park for late October, in collaboration
with the Canberra Bushwalking Club to enable members to see
horse-damaged areas (see article page 3). Plans are now being
finalised for our twice postponed VIP tour to the same area.
And finally, Namadgi books have once again been delivered
to the Namadgi School and the Australian National Botanic
Gardens Junior Rangers program.
Don’t forget our Christmas Party at Gudgenby Cottage on
Sunday 8 December. Anyone who needs a lift should contact a
committee member (see notice page 14). The usual camaraderie
and good food will be on offer!
Happy Christmas to all from your committee members.

NPA BULLETIN − DECEMBER 2019

Esther Gallant

From the committee
Feral horse fact-finding trip
To better understand the damage
and challenges involved in the
feral horse problem, a joint car
camp of NPA ACT and CBC
members at Long Plain Hut in the
northern section of Kosciuszko
National Park was organised by
Di Thompson. Seventeen campers
participated in the event, including
former NSW NPWS staff Dave
Darlington and Paul Hardey. Dave
and Paul took us to areas with low
densities of feral horses but
extreme damage and explained the
consequences
of
the
environmental changes caused by
hard, heavy hooves. They also
discussed the history of the
problem.
Yes, feral deer also cause
damage and need to be controlled.
However, the damage we saw was
clearly caused by horses, as
evidenced by the presence of
tracks and large pugs (holes) that
could be caused only by horse
hooves. We saw many mobs of
eight or more horses in the areas
visited.
When feral horses are present,
tender grasses and herbs are eaten
and/or crushed. Pugged stream
banks collapse and their vegetation
is washed away, along with the
bank soil. The course of the
originally meandering stream is
straightened and the speed of flow
increased. Crucial water-retaining
Sphagnum Moss and underlying
peat are crushed and/or washed
away. The stream bed is stirred up
by hard hooves, resulting in soil
and peat being washed away,
thereby increasing water turbidity
and impairing the habitat of all the
creatures normally living in
mountain streams and wetlands or
on stream banks (fish, amphibians,
crustaceans, aquatic mammals).
Many of these creatures are

endangered
(e.g.
Northern
Corroboree Frog, Broad-toothed
Rat, Alpine Skink, Galaxias
minnow).
Most important of all from the
purely human perspective is that
the wetlands no longer act as a
storage system for water that is
gradually released throughout the
year to even out the flows in our
largest rivers. This results in
greater flooding during heavy
rains and lower flows during
droughts. Protecting the headwaters
of
the
Murray,
Murrumbidgee and Snowy rivers
is essential to our water supply in
this era of warming and drought.
The Murrumbidgee is 8 per cent
of the Murray–Darling catchment area and provides 16 per
cent of its water, while the Upper
Murray covers 2 per cent of the
catchment and yields 17 per cent
of its water. These figures are
direct from the Murray–Darling
Basin Authority.
None of us on the trip needed
to be convinced that the feral
horses are causing damage.
However, we all now have a
better understanding of the nature
and magnitude of the damage
being inflicted on our subalpine
wetlands. Trapping efforts over
the past 5 years have yielded no
reduction in the horse population.
In fact, it is likely horse numbers
have doubled in this time and that
horses have spread to new and
previously undamaged areas.
Clearly, the horse population
needs to be reduced significantly,
and very soon.
Esther Gallant
Photos by Esther Gallant.
Who went and what they saw: how the streams should look (untrampled) and
two views of how many of the streams actually look (severely damaged by horse trampling).
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From the committee (continued)
News from the Environment Subcommittee: Snowy 2.0 and more
The need to choose between conflicting
outcomes is a common occurrence in life.
The NPA ACT was recently faced with
one such dilemma when determining its
position on the proposed Snowy 2.0
project.
Snowy 2.0 is a massive engineering
project to create a pumped-hydro scheme
in the Snowy Mountains. The production
of pumped hydro-electricity entails
raising water from lower to higher level
dams, from which it can be released to
generate electricity as it flows back
downhill. It is a means of generating
renewable energy when other sources,
such as solar and wind, are not available.
When pumped hydro uses renewable
energy to raise the water it helps reduce
carbon emissions.
However, as identified in the NPA
ACT’s recent submission on Snowy 2.0,
the potential carbon reduction and
climate-change amelioration benefits of
the project come at a cost to biodiversity
in Kosciuszko National Park. Thousands
of hectares of subalpine ecosystem would

be damaged by the project. Feral fish
species and new weeds would invade
larger areas of the project’s footprint.
All of these damaging effects were
readily
acknowledged
in
the
documentation for the project. The
project will cost billions of dollars and,
for the first 10 years of operation, will
actually contribute to, rather than
reduce, carbon emissions, as the pumps
will be powered by non-renewable
energy.
The project’s documentation also
fails to analyse alternative, less
environmentally sensitive sites for
pumped hydro, despite the ANU
recently identifying more than 8,000
potential sites across NSW alone.
In analysing the costs and benefits
of Snowy 2.0, the NPA ACT decided
that it was a wrong project in the
wrong place. Full details of our case
against the project can be found in the
Snowy 2.0 submission on our website.
The Environment Subcommittee
was also dismayed to discover that the

reserve status of
York Park in
Barton has been
revoked,
and
that commercial
development of
the site is imminent.
York Park was one of
the first reserves in Australia
established for the protection of the
endangered
Golden
Sun-moth.
Although it is a small reserve, it has
maintained, wondrously, a breeding
population of Golden Sun-moth smack
in the middle of the Parliamentary
Triangle. The environment loses out to
commercial interests yet again!
If you are concerned about the
environment,
the
NPA
ACT’s
Environment Subcommittee meets
regularly to discuss and tackle the
issues facing local reserves and
biodiversity in general. Don’t hesitate
to contact me on 0410 875 731 for
more information.
Rod Griffiths, Convener

National Parks Australia Council meets in Canberra
NPA ACT hosted the 2019 National
Parks Australia Council strategic
planning workshop and AGM over
3 days from Friday 18 October 2019 at
the Namadgi Visitor Centre. The
previous evening some of the delegates
attended the NPA ACT general meeting
to summarise the major concerns of their
state NPAs.
Ten delegates represented NSW,
Victoria, Queensland, South Australia
and the ACT. Esther Gallant and Kevin
McCue were the NPA ACT delegates and
organised the meeting events.
Topics for discussion included
campaign issues for the next 3 years, the
Reclaim Kosci campaign led by Linda
Groom,
Snowy 2.0
developments
summarised by Anne Dickson, and

climate change. Don Fletcher outlined
the NPA ACT citizen-science project
on Rosenberg’s Monitor and Judy West
from the Australian National Botanic
Gardens talked about managing
Australia’s national national parks.
On Saturday morning, Minister
Mick Gentleman led a lively, informal
discussion on ACT environmental
policy and programs, before we all
boarded a bus to Gudgenby and a
relaxing walk to view the Yankee Hat
Aboriginal rock art. NPA ACT Art
Week participants at Gudgenby Cottage
hosted us for afternoon tea. Many
thanks to NPA members Hazel Rath,
Adrienne Nicholson, and Bruce and
Maria Boreham for being such
welcoming hosts.

On Saturday night we had a rushed
meal before joining a twilight walk
through Mulligans Flat. Sugar Gliders
and Brush-tailed Possums posed for the
camera while Eastern Bettongs and
Red-necked Wallabies bounded away
from the spotlight. Reflections from
their 8-eyed arrays led us to grounddwelling spiders.
Sunday morning featured the AGM
and there was a seamless, anxiety-free
handover from the old to the new
executive. Toward the end of the
morning Di Thompson stopped in to
chat and pass out complimentary
copies of her book Ring of Fire, which
were much appreciated in this early
and vicious bushfire season.
Sessions on the strategic plan were
held between the other activities, with
a commitment to continue the monthly
telephone conferences.
Many thanks to the volunteers who
helped with the organisation and
catering: Cynthia Burton, Kathy Saw,
Deidre Shaw, Annette Smith and Sonja
Lenz. Thanks also to ACT Parks and
Conservation for use of the Namadgi
Visitor Centre facilities and an 8-seater
bus.
Kevin McCue and Esther Gallant
NPAC outing to the Gudgenby Valley
Aboriginal Rock Art site.
Photo by Esther Gallant.
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From the committee (continued)
New committee members

Allan Sharp

Bernard Morvell

Allan has been a member of NPA ACT for
about 15 years and is convener of the
Promotions and Outreach Subcommittee.
He worked as a journalist for nearly 20
years on newspapers in New Zealand and
England, and for the ABC in Sydney. His
public relations experience includes senior
positions in the private and public sectors,
including
national
communication
manager for the National Heart Foundation
and public relations manager for the
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry. In these roles he
managed major communication strategies, edited newsletters and
magazines, and handled media relations.
After leaving the Public Service, Allan worked as an editor and
also produced the Asian Studies Association of Australia’s online
blog Asian Currents for 7 years. He was closely involved in the
redesign of the ASAA’s website.
In his spare time, Allan enjoys organic gardening, bushwalking,
reading and listening to music.

Bernard
Morvell
has
rejoined
NPA’s
Management Committee
and has volunteered to
‘learn the ropes’ and
become our treasurer! The
committee - and especially
our (still acting) treasurer
Chris Emery – is very
happy that Bernard has
come back. It’s really great
to have a young member in the ranks.
Bernard’s interests include playing rugby and
coaching a junior rugby team, fishing, four-wheeldriving, skiing and snowboarding. He works in the
Department of Agriculture.

Calling young amateur photographers!
As announced in the September issue of the NPA Bulletin, we will be running
a competition for young amateur photographers as part of our 60th
Anniversary celebrations next year. We will be calling on photographers aged
17 to 35 to submit outstanding digital images highlighting aspects of the
unique environment of the ACT and surrounding southeastern NSW.
The competition will open on 1 January 2020, inviting entries under the
following categories:
• Flora and fauna – depictions of flora or fauna endemic to the ACT and
southeastern NSW.
• Landscape – depictions of wilderness areas or nature reserves within the
ACT or surrounding region of southeastern NSW, including Kosciuszko
National Park, Jervis Bay and the South Coast.
• Conservation challenges – depictions of benefits to the environment such
as landcare initiatives, water conservation or cultural heritage restoration, or
the damage caused by bushfires, drought, land clearing, erosion, feral pests
etc.
The winners will be announced on World Environment Day, 5 June 2020.
Full details of the competition conditions and prizes will be available in mid
December.
Website: www.npaact.org.au
Facebook: @NationalParksAssociationOfTheAct
Instagram: #npa_act

PUT THIS IN YOUR
2020 DIARY!
NPA ACT will celebrate its
60th anniversary
in style on Monday, 2 March 2020.
Come
and
join
us
from
5:30 – 7:30 pm at the Wesley
Uniting Church in Forrest for an
evening of drinks, light food and
good company. We are very
fortunate to have the dynamic
Professor David Lindenmayer from
the Australian National University as
our guest speaker.
An email will be circulated in the
near future, inviting members to
book for this event. Please RSVP to
help us with catering arrangements.
Annette Smith will contact those
without email access.
Hope to see you for what
promises to be a great evening!
Cynthia Burton
Convener
60th Anniversary Subcommittee
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Congratulations!
Walk the Border 2019 raises $20,000
This October, Conservation Council of
the ACT Board President and NPA
member Rod Griffiths gave 20 days of
his life to walk the 306-kilometre ACT
border … again. Rod previously
undertook the intrepid adventure in
2017. That time he walked clockwise.
This time 44 others walked with him for
a day or more in an anticlockwise
direction, and myriad volunteers, quite a
few NPA members among them, helped
with support, food drops and transport.
The ACT’s border crosses a variety
of local ecosystems, from majestic
alpine forests to diverse wooded and
grassy lowlands. The border follows the
drainage across the ACT’s highest
mountains such as Mount Kelly
(1,829 m), Mount Scabby (1,798 m) and
Mount Bimberi (1,911 m). There is even
a stretch along the abandoned Canberra
to Cooma railway line easement;
another through a military firing range.

Why did he do it? To highlight the
beauty and biodiversity of the ACT
region and, in the process, raise funds for
work by the Conservation Council of the
ACT to protect the environment from
climate change and other threats.
Walk the Border 2019 raised more
than $20,000, thanks to the incredible
efforts of walkers and supporters,
donating and asking their friends to
sponsor them.
https://conservationcouncil.org.au/walkthe-border/

Border-walker Rod Griffiths.

Reclaim Kosci campaign awarded
The Marie Byles Award, announced
at the NSW Nature Conservation
Council annual conference,
‘celebrates a group which has
initiated an outstanding new
environmental
campaign,
launched in the last 12 months,
and has demonstrated strong
commitment and passion for
the conservation of the NSW
environment’.
The 2019 award has gone to the
Reclaim
Kosci
campaign,
a
testimony to the hard work and
leadership of Andrew Cox, Richard
Swain, Alison Swain and Linda

Recognition for Di Thompson

Groom and the support of many
others. Key conservation groups
contributing to this effort led by the
Invasive Species Council are the
National Parks Association of the
ACT, the Colong Foundation for
Wilderness, the National Parks
Association of NSW and the Nature
Conservation Council (NSW).

Gudgenby Bushies honour Syd Comfort
In September 2019 the Gudgenby Bush
Regeneration Group (GBRG) awarded
Syd Comfort honorary membership of
the group after Syd advised that he will
no longer be continuing as an active
member.
Syd was closely involved in the
formation of the GBRG in 1998 and has
contributed mightily to its activities
throughout our 21 years, not only as a
participant in work parties but also
through a 10-year stint as Treasurer, and
a time as Secretary as well!
While the group will miss Syd’s
regular involvement, we hope he will be
6

able to make good use of his honorary
membership to join us for important
events and to take the occasional
opportunity to cast his eye over the
regeneration work that the group
continues to pursue in the former
Boboyan pine plantation.
Doug Brown, President
Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group

Syd Comfort.

NPA BULLETIN − DECEMBER 2019

At the Conservation Council’s 2019 Spring
Mingle, congratulations went to Di
Thompson.
Traditionally at this event awards are
given to individuals and groups for
exceptional conservation activities. This
year from among about a dozen
nominations for Environmentalist of the
Year, NPA’s nomination of Di Thompson
resulted in First Honourable Mention. It
was a tough field. Congratulations Di on
this recognition of your long career of
environmental activism!

Goannas on the move
Reporting goanna sightings
Member Adrienne Nicholson was
thrilled to see a Rosenberg’s Goanna
during Art Week at Gudgenby Cottage.
Goanna sightings in the area of
Gudgenby Homestead and the gorge
have been made over several years by
rangers. Adrienne’s photo has recorded
the goanna’s face so by comparison with
future photos we will be able to decide
whether a small population lives in the
area, or just one canny individual that
has learned to avoid being eaten by
dingoes.
Other
goannas
were
photographed just off the Monaro
Highway by the alert Rural Police Patrol,
and on top of Clear Range by several
NPA members and by Cord Civil
workers doing fire trail maintenance.
The photos have been uploaded to
Canberra Nature Map, the preferred way
to preserve records of goannas and many
other species.
Recent project activity
Our camera traps and cage traps revealed
Rosenberg’s Goannas emerging from
winter brumation in their highland
burrows and moving towards the valley
floor to recommence feeding. In
common with Kangaroo Island’s
goannas, ours appeared to require a daylength trigger, as well as temperature,
before they resumed eating.
At the end of last year we had
captured 39 goannas; only one was
female. In a quest to trap hungry
females, we starting trapping 3 months
earlier this year, and we have a more
active program overall. As a result,
59 goannas have been identified in the
project so far, including a few possiblefemales, which is reasonable progress
after 2.25 years compared with 205
goannas in the 17-year study on
Kangaroo Island, where the terrain and
sandy soil are ideal. Half the goannas on
Kangaroo Island were female so our
shortage of females is critical.
So far this spring, all targeted
animals from last year have been
tracked, captured and fitted with GPS
packs. All but the two GPS packs
reserved for upper valley females have
been attached to goannas, and VHF

radios have been fitted to three other
goannas. Fifteen new goannas (males
or goannas too small for the equipment)
have been marked and released without
telemetry equipment.
Our focus has now shifted to
hatchlings, which started emerging in
October from eggs laid in termite
mounds 8 months earlier. Meanwhile,
trapping of adults has continued
because we still lack any undoubtedlyfemale goannas from the upper valley,
and there is great value in marking as
many goannas as we can to better
estimate population size. A 3-day
trapping session in the upper valley in
late November was carried out by six
students from the University of
Canberra who were celebrating the end
of exams by camping there to support
the project, under the leadership of
John and Don.
Weekly termite mound patrols have
been initiated to find more nests with
emerging hatchlings and maintain
cameras to track their comings and
goings (see photo).
Training
One of the previous updates mentioned
two half-day training sessions that were
held as an introduction to wildlife radio
tracking. The UC students too are being
helped to extend their expertise in this
and other aspects of wildlife research.
Now NPA members John Brickhill and
Kevin McCue have completed their
Animal Research Ethics Test and will
soon be authorised for a 3-year period
to undertake research on animals.
Puzzles
A key puzzle has arisen from our
studies – there are few females amongst
the 59 animals we have trapped and
marked. Are there extremely unequal
numbers of males and females out there
(and if so where are the hatchlings
coming from) or is the apparent
scarcity of females due to them being

Rosenberg’s Goanna in the Gudgenby Valley.
Photo by Adrienne Nicholson.

much more timid than the males? It is
not an easy question to answer. The
more you learn the more you realise
you don’t know.
Another puzzle is the presence of
Rosenberg’s Goannas in the subalpine
Snow Grass flats and Snow Gum–Black
Sallee woodland of the upper valley
above 1,000 m, near Mount Clear
Campground. Survey guidelines for this
threatened species in NSW would not
even look in such an area, if it was
subject to a development proposal,
because the area is too cold for
Nasutitermes termites on which
Rosenberg’s Goanna depends. We have
no explanatory hypothesis that seems
plausible. Do these upper valley
goannas arrive from their winter
quarters each October then move 15 to
20 km each December to breed, then
return later in summer, only to leave
again in autumn to get to their winter
quarters? Is this a non-breeding
bachelor
population? Are
there
Nasutitermes mounds there which have
escaped our attention among the coldadapted Coptotermes mounds or which
are hidden in some place we have not
seen? GPS packs on upper valley
females would resolve the question and
packs on males would help resolve it.
Help
We need fit walkers to help with the
field work, locating termite mounds,
setting traps, swapping SD cards in
cameras. Please volunteer. If you aren’t
so fit anymore, you could spend time
examining digital photos at home on
your computer – thousands of them
need to be looked at, such interesting
work.
Please contact us if you can help. It
is very rewarding work.
Don Fletcher and Kevin McCue

A well-camouflaged hatchling Rosenberg’s in
the study area. Wildlife camera photo.
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Work parties
NPA work party summary August–October 2019
Work party co-ordinator Martin Chalk reported on work parties to July 2019 for the September NPA Bulletin. Since then, acting
leader Brian Slee has compiled detailed reports, summarised here.
Month

24 August

Activity
Blundells Flat – poplar removal
This work party felled poplars in dense thickets at Blundells Flat, in continuation
of the 25 May work party. Park staff have independently cleared poplars and
about half the area has now been cleared.

Illunie Nature Reserve – eucalypt planting
NPA volunteers worked with Ranger Susie Jackson planting 1,200 Yellow Box
9–11 September and Blakelys Red Gum saplings, plus some Apple Box for a creek line and
Ironbarks for a ridge. Ranger Andrew Moore had augured and watered 30-cm
diameter holes and we added water crystals where necessary.

26 October

Brayshaws Hut – broom control
This work party was a continuation of NPA’s efforts over many years to control
broom infestations in the area between Brayshaws and Westermans huts. Four
volunteers pulled out 775 broom, and 85 small briars were cut and dabbed.

Agency

Participants

PCS

5

NPWS

5

PCS

4

Illunie Nature Reserve eucalypt planting
Date: Monday to Wednesday,
9–11 September 2019.
Illunie is a small nature reserve west of
Lachlan Valley Way, 30 km north of
Boorowa (Map: Koorawatha 1:50,000).
NPA last visited Illunie in 2015; this
was the first time to plant trees. Erosion
presents serious management problems.
Five volunteers were available. After
coalescing at Superb Bakery, Boorowa,
we proceeded via Murringo and
Crowther to our accommodation at
Clover Leigh golf club where we met
ranger Susie Jackson at 10:30 am on
Monday. We departed via Fernhill Road
to the centre of Illunie. Pre-mixed trays
of healthy Yellow Box and Blakelys
Red Gum saplings were available for
planting in mapped areas. Smaller
collections of Apple Boxes and
Ironbarks were kept separate, the former
for planting along a creek line and the
latter for planting on a ridge.
Although the country looked green
and dams had water, conditions were
characterised as ‘green drought’. As a
consequence, more thorough preparations than usual had been made:
holes 30 cm in diameter had been
augured into the ground (thanks to
ranger Andrew Moore) and watered
before planting, and water crystals were
added to the soil in which many of the
trees were planted.
Our work routine, apart from the
usual breaks, was from 11:45 am to
4:30 pm on Monday, 9:00 am to
8

4:40 pm on Tuesday and 9:15 am
to 12:30 pm on
Wednesday. Susie
would go ahead
watering while we
worked in pairs, or
separately, planting into holes,
most of which
were marked with
canes. We planted
around 1,200 trees
in six large areas
covering 65 hectares. Although we
One of the Illunie planting sites. Photo by Kevin McCue.
were
thorough,
some empty holes still winked at us at party and to Kevin McCue, Sonja Lenz,
the end of our stint. Weather was Peter Anderson-Smith and Adrienne
cloudy, cold and very windy on the first Nicholson for your heartfelt efforts. And
day but cleared on the second and third for cooing to the little trees and gaining
their confidence. Also to Susie – you are
days, gradually becoming warm.
Dry conditions had not deterred the a wonder. Thanks to Clover Leigh for the
orchids: Adrienne found a well- considerate attention.
This was NPA’s 18th work party
populated patch of Blue Fingers
(48
days) north of Boorowa, beginning in
(Cyanicula caerulea) in a bouldery
2013
at Dananbilla Nature Reserve and
callitris grove. Plenty of kangaroos were
present, as well as very cute wallabies. extending to Koorawatha and Illunie
Centipedes
were
holidaying
in nature reserves. Some 127 volunteers
have contributed, average attendance
numerous augured holes.
We exited to Lachlan Valley Way via seven.
Woolpack Lane, had lunch at Boorowa
Brian Slee
and were back in Canberra at 3:00 pm.
NPA made a useful contribution to a
much wider effort: just add rain [rain
did fall the following week]. Thanks to
Martin Chalk for organising the work
NPA BULLETIN − DECEMBER 2019

Art Week at Gudgenby
Cottage, October 2019

This tiny, feathery nest was found on the ground; Maria
Boreham used it for a graphite drawing.

The cottage from the river flats. Kangaroos can at last use the shade of
trees planted by the Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group many years ago.

NPA’s exhibition of art works will be at the Namadgi Visitor Centre until the end of January.

Participants in this spring’s Art Week enjoyed good weather apart from horrendous winds the
first day and night. We spent the usual times on the veranda; some walking was done, to
Peppermint Hill, up the Gudgenby River from the cottage and around the treed slopes to the
south east. Those gathered in Canberra for the National Parks Australia Council meeting
made the cottage a base for an excursion to the Aboriginal Rock Art site in the Gudgenby
Valley. There were more visitors on our Open Day on Sunday.
Adrienne Nicholson

Maria Boreham.

Adrienne Nicholson.

Julie May.

I Hold the Dream
late summer
in the high country
sweating up the spur
but where have all
the march flies gone

draining
my water bottle
on the river bank
teatree and manna gum
cast a scant shade

cresting the ridge
bare rock and tussock
breathless
I hold the dream
of fire in the snow

a dragonfly
hovers above the dark pool
in Thredbo river
diving in I become
a silver flashing trout

left knee wobbly
balance not quite there
but yet
my body remembers
ten thousand descents

Gerry Jacobson
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Binna Burra
26–31 August 2019

Chris and I were fortunate to visit Binna
Burra Lodge just before the fires which
destroyed part of the area on
7–8 September 2019. We would like to
share with other NPA members some of
our experiences and photographs, much
of which will never be the same.
Binna Burra was developed as a
mountain retreat in 1933. It is a parcel
of private land and mountain lodge
surrounded by the Lamington National
Park. From the outset the company
aimed to make ecotourism and
environmental protection a significant
objective. This was achieved under the
guidance of one of its founders, Romeo
Lahey, and the Groom family*. The
name Binna Burra is an Aboriginal
word which means ‘where the beech
trees grow’, referring to a stand of
Antarctic Beech, Nothofagus moorei,
growing in the area. It dates back over
2,000 years and, fortunately, has not
been affected by the fires. The fire came
from the east and Groom’s Cottage, the

This was the storm we saw approaching on the Friday before the devastating bushfires that
destroyed Binna Burra. It included sheet lightning and several strikes.
Whether this ‘simmered’ until the wind came up, who knows!

newer Sky View Lodges (built in 2012)
and the Teahouse Cafe are unaffected, as
is the camp ground.
Unfortunately, the original mountain
lodges were made from hand-cut
tallowwood slabs. While tallowwood
trees are fire resistant (protected by their
bark), the timber itself is not. All the
heritage cabins were burnt down, as well
as the dining room, lounge, library and
reception
area.
Many
original
photographs, crockery and a beautiful
quilt were housed there. All of these were
lost, as there was insufficient time to
collect them. The area was evacuated at
3 pm and the road was closed by 6 pm!
A rebuilding program has already
begun, but there is a huge shortfall of
funds as the insurance is insufficient to
cover the rebuilding program ($15m).
Over 27 insurance companies had been
approached but cover of $3m was the

* Linda Groom is a member of NPA ACT.
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best offer. If you wish to make donations
to this program, you can do so by
becoming a member of Friends of Binna
Burra friendsofbinnaburra@yahoo.com.
This volunteer group (founded in 1984)
will administer the funds to assist in
rebuilding tracks, signage etc. that are
NOT covered by insurance. You can also
contact
Linda
Groom
at
lbgroom@gmail.com if you want further
information on how you can help.
The beauty of this place was not only
the rustic nature of the setting, the
history and the birdlife (over 230
species), but also the availability of
(continued next page)
Below left. The original Binna Burra Lodge,
destroyed in the fires.
Below. Tallowwood.

Binna Burra 26–31 August 2019

Chris admiring the Strangler Fig.

walking tracks to suit all ages and fitness
levels. The dining facilities were first
class, but there are still self-catering
apartments in the Sky View Lodges,
camping and caravan areas.
We did several of the shorter walks,
including the Tullawallal Circuit (5 km
return) where we saw the Antarctic
Beech trees, the Bellbird Lookout (2 km,
about 1 hour return). You will see Egg
Rock on this walk down in the valley
and magnificent tallowwood trees. Also
a very easy walk – the Rainforest Circuit
(20 minutes) and on this you will see
giant flame trees, Strangler Figs and, if
you’re fortunate, you will see (or at least
hear) the cat bird.

(continued)

Egg Rock from the Bellbird Lookout walk.

While we were there, a group of
university students from California was
visiting to study the forests and the
geology of the area. They were
examining the effects of climate change
and were very optimistic regarding their
role in this discipline. Let’s hope that
‘many hands working in the same
direction can create change’!!
Barbara Slotemaker de Bruine

Photos and poems by
Barbara Slotemaker de Bruine.

Forests
Breathe in clean, fresh air,
Rejuvenating,
Essential for man
[Haiku]
Have you ever seen a storm
approaching?
Dark, ominous, threatening!
[Dylan Thomas Portrait]

Fire
Fierce
Invincible
Racing
Engulfing

[Acronym]

Victoria moves to protect old-growth native forest
On 7 November 2019 the Victorian Government announced plans to immediately protect threatened species habitat
from logging and cease logging of old-growth native forest in Victoria.
• 96,000 hectares of forest will be exempt from logging and put in ‘immediate protection areas’ to
protect Greater Gliders, Leadbeater’s Possums and 35 other forest-dependent threatened species.
• Logging in remaining old-growth forests will cease immediately, protecting around 90,000
hectares across eastern Victoria.
• A commitment for the ‘… biggest addition to our reserve system over 20 years….’
• All logging in native forests across the state to stop by 2030, starting with an initial step down in
2024.
As usual the devil is in the detail. For more informed discussion on this announcement and how it will pan out
see https://vnpa.org.au/announcement-to-end-logging-victorias-native-forest/
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Remembering David Large

The group took a short walk to
Orroral Homestead. Some members
of Canberra bushwalking clubs that
David belonged to also attended.
Among the many people who
gathered were David’s wife Robin
and two of his daughters, Jenny and
Annabel, here with Max and Sonja.
Memories were exchanged and
stories told.

On 8 September 2019 a Sunday
get together was held at the
Orroral Valley picnic area to
remember keen NPA member
David Large who died on
26 March.

Photos by Max Lawrence and Tim Walsh.

Book review
Take a Walk in Southern New South
Wales & the ACT
by John and Lyn Daly, Take a Walk
Publications, Brisbane, 2012, 367 pp.
Considering its title, readers should
expect to find a section in this book
devoted to the High Country, but it is not
mentioned as the authors have dealt with
it separately in Take a Walk in
Kosciuszko National Park (2010). A
more accurate summary of the contents
could be ‘walks in national parks/nature
reserves between Sydney and Cape
Howe, extending to the hinterland and
the ACT, plus the Hume and Hovell
Track’.
Over 30 parks/reserves and other
locations are thoroughly examined.
While the potential for exploring some
areas on foot is related in general terms,
130 walks are described in economical
detail, graded easy, moderate and hard,
taking from 1.5 hours to 6 days. Grid
references are often provided, there are
120 easy-to-read maps with a similar
number of elevation profiles, plus lists of
published maps. Accompanying notes
add much flavour to a rich mix. There
are more than 100 photos but some are
generic and many illustrate a point
without enhancing the text. An index
would have been handy (the Kosciuszko
book has one).
Weighing almost half a kilo, the book
is probably more useful for planning (and
photocopying sections) than taking it
12

with you. It was published in 2012, so
some information is out of date. While
the ACT is capably dealt with, other
more comprehensive publications, such
as those by Graeme Barrow, are
available. More useful to Canberra
readers may be the sections on the
Budawangs, the near and far South
Coast, and the Hume and Hovell Track.
A serious bushwalker when flicking
through the pages of this book with an
eye to purchase might query the need
for more than 40 advertisements, many
full
page.
Also
eye-catching
“DidgaKnow ???” boxes (69 of them,
all displayed with a didgeridoo)
scattered through the text, citing geeNPA BULLETIN − DECEMBER 2019

whiz facts. Such inclusions subvert the
serious intent of the authors but
perhaps are meant to attract gift givers.
We have been spoiled by the
uncluttered products of adventurers
such as Siseman and Chapman.
I had a look at the National
Library’s copy of the Kosciuszko book.
40 per cent is devoted to the Australian
Alps Walking Track (nothing new
there). It does not fill any gap in the
market – an obvious one being a book
on snowshoe walks. Referring to the
walk gradings, which are for summer
conditions, the authors caution that
snow
on
the
ground
would
considerably increase the difficulty.
That may be true in soft or wet snow
but many places are made more
accessible in winter when solid snow
buries obstacles and bridges streams.
John and Lyn Daly are confident of
their mission. The ‘Take a Walk’ series,
begun in 1997, includes four books on
NSW (a fifth on the way) and one each
on Victoria, Queensland and the
Northern Territory. NPA’s review copy
of the Southern NSW book arrived in
2019, long after publication, and in
September was still available at
Cooleman Court newsagency for
$34.95. At the same time the takeawalk
website was offering the Southern
NSW book, plus the KNP book at half
price, for $52.
Brian Slee

NPA outings program
December 2019 – March 2020
Bushwalk grading guide
Distance grading (per day)

Terrain grading

1 up to 10 km
A Road, fire trail or track
E Rock scrambling
2 10 km to 15 km
B Open forest
F Exploratory
3 15 km to 20 km
C Light scrub
4 above 20 km
D Patches of thick scrub, regrowth
Day walks
Carry lunch and snacks, drinks, protective clothing, a first aid kit and any required medication.
Pack walks Two or more days. Carry all food and camping requirements. CONTACT LEADER EARLY.
Car camps
Facilities often limited. Vehicles taken to site can be used for camping. CONTACT LEADER EARLY.
Work parties Carry items as for day walks plus work gloves and any tools required. Work party details and location sometimes
change, check NPA website, www.npaact.org.au, for any last minute changes.
Other activities include ski trips, canoe trips, nature rambles and environment or field guide studies.
Wednesday walks (WW) Medium or somewhat harder walks arranged on a joint NPA, BBC (Brindabella Bushwalking Club)
and CBC (Canberra Bushwalking Club) basis for fit and experienced club walkers. Notification and details are
only emailed to members registered for WW. Only NPA-hosted WW are shown in this program. For WW email
registration, contact the Outings Convener, outings@npaact.org.au .
Transport
The NPA suggests a passenger contribution to transport costs of 40 cents per kilometre for the distance driven
divided by the number of occupants of the car including the driver, rounded to the nearest dollar. The amount
may be varied at the discretion of the leader. Drive and walk distances shown in the program are approximate for
return journeys.
NPA ACT members undertaking walks or other activities in this program are advised they should have PRIVATE HEALTH
INSURANCE or, at least, AMBULANCE COVER in case of an accident requiring evacuation by ambulance or helicopter.

Points to note
Please help keep our outings program alive by volunteering to lead outings. New leaders are welcome. The Outings Convener is
happy to suggest locations suitable for a walk if you do not have something in mind. Feel free to send in suggestions for outings
with a suggested date to the Outings Convener by email to outings@npaact.org.au
All persons joining an outing of the National Parks Association of the ACT do so as volunteers in all respects and as such
accept responsibility for any injury howsoever incurred and the National Parks Association of the ACT, its office bearers and
appointed leaders, are absolved from any liability in respect of injury or damage suffered whilst engaged in any such outing.
In voluntarily participating in these activities conducted by the NPA ACT, participants should be aware that they could be
exposed to risks that could lead to injury, illness or death or to loss of or damage to property. These risks could include but are not
limited to: slippery and/or uneven surfaces, rocks being dislodged, falling at edges of cliffs or drops or elsewhere, risks associated
with crossing creeks, hypothermia, heat exhaustion and the risks associated with any of the Special Hazards listed on the
Attendance Record and Risk Waiver Form provided by the leader at the activity.
To minimise these risks participants should endeavour to ensure that the activity is within their capabilities and that they are
carrying food, water, equipment, clothing and footwear appropriate to the activity. Participants should advise the leader if they are
taking any medication or have any physical or other limitation that might affect their participation in the activity. Participants
should make every effort to remain with the rest of the party during the activity and accept the instructions of the leader. By signing the Attendance Record and Risk Waiver Form participants agree that they understand these requirements and have considered
the risks before choosing to sign the form and waiver any claim for damages arising from the activity that they might have against
the association, the leader or any other participants in tort or contract.
Children under 18 years of age are welcome to come on NPA ACT activities provided they are accompanied by a parent,
guardian or close relative who will be required to sign a specific Risk Waiver for a Child form.
Leaders to note. Please send copies of completed Attendance Record and Risk Waiver Forms
to Brian Slee, contact 6281 0719 or brianslee@iprimus.com.au
NPA has a Personal Locator Beacon (PLB) available to leaders. The PLB can be obtained
from Steven Forst, contact 0428 195 236 or steven.forst@iinet.net.au

A rather abstract-looking ‘range-upon-range’. Photo by Mike Bremers.
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NPA outings program December 2019 – March 2020
8 December

Sunday

NPA Christmas party
at Gudgenby Cottage
from 11:30 am.
Old Boboyan Road,
Namadgi National Park.
Bring your own lunch. Snacks,
desserts and some drinks provided.

(page 2 of 3)

9–12 January Pack walk
Snowy Mountains
The High Country in early summer: clear
mountain streams, great views,
wonderful wildflowers. Walk will go from
Guthega to Schlink Hilton Hut, Mawsons
Hut, Kerries Ridge, back down to Schlink
Hilton, Whites River Hut, Guthega.
Camping at Schlinks, Mawsons and
Whites River Hut. In all about 40 km and
around 1,000 m total height gain.
Above dates might be pushed back a day
or two to accommodate bad weather.
Limit of 8. Please book by 2 January.

If possible, bring a chair.
Leaders: NPA President/Vice President
If you need a lift out to the cottage, get
in touch with a committee member (see
inside back cover for contact details).

14 December Work party and
Christmas party
Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group
Meet at the Namadgi Visitor Centre,
Tharwa at 9:00 am. Car pool to
Gudgenby Valley. Weeding and spraying
east of Gudgenby Cottage. Tools
provided.
Stay for Christmas lunch at the Cottage.
Bring a plate to share. Some drinks
provided.
Leader: Doug Brown
Contact: 6247 0239 or
kambalda@tpg.com.au
5 January Sunday morning walk
Gungahlin via light rail
For the sceptics, or for those who cannot
get enough light rail. Meet 9:15 am in car
park on corner London Circuit and
Northbourne
Avenue,
west
of
Northbourne (free parking). Take tram
from Alinga Street to Gungahlin
terminus. After coffee break, walk south
into Mullangarri Grasslands (no fences to
scale), climb gently to Gubur Dhaura Hill
and return to tram at Mapleton Avenue,
Franklin (3 km). Alight at Dickson
interchange for lunch. Return to Alinga
Street on tram.
Map: UBD Canberra Street Directory
map 29
Grading: 1 A/B
Leader: Brian Slee
Contact: 6281 0719 or
brianslee@iprimus.com.au

14

Drive: 445 km, $180 per car.
Maps: Geehi and Jagungal 1:25,000
Grading: 4 A/C/D/F
Leader: Barrie R
Contact: brdr001@bigpond.net.au
18 January Saturday walk
Mount Ginini history walk
Going high should mean it will be cooler
than in Canberra. From Mount Ginini car
park we do a circuit, following history, to
Stockyard Spur, down to Stockyard
Creek, site of the old arboretum,
Cheyenne and Morass Flats and then back
up the old ski run to the cars. About
13 km and 400 m climb, about half is off
track.
Contact leader by 16 January for meeting
place and departure time.

Drive: 160 km return, $60 per car.
Map: Corin Dam 1:25,000
Grading: 2 A/B/C/D
Leader: Barrie R
Contact: brdr001@bigpond.net.au
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19 January Sunday nature ramble
Mount Majura butterflies
Meet at 9:50 am at the Antill Street
entrance to Majura Reseve in Watson
near the bus stop where there is plenty of
parking. From the sign with the symbol
of the Mount Majura walking and riding
trail we walk up to the summit. There are
lots of food plants to look at if the butterflies or the weather are uncooperative,
and there are nice views. Some steep
sections near the summit, but we can take
it slowly. Bring lunch and water. We will
stop at the summit for lunch.This will
also give us time to look for hill-topping
species.
Leader: Suzi Bond
Contact: 0434 370 913.
19 January Sunday walk
Watsons Crags
Depart 6:30 am and drive to Charlotte
Pass. We start the walk heading anticlockwise on the Main Range Track,
across the Snowy River and up to Blue
Lake Lookout. From here we’ll proceed
off-track across open alpine land,
climbing to a high ridge. We’ll then
continue north-west to Watsons Crags.
Some steep climbs. Fantastic views!
Afternoon tea in Jindabyne.
Book with leader by Friday 17 January
for weather check and departure point.
Drive: 420 km; $168 per car + park
entry fee.
Map: Perisher Valley 1:25,000
Grading: 3A/B
Leader: Margaret Power
Contact: 0448 924 357 or
power000@tpg.com.au
22 January Wednesday walk
Joint NPA / BBC / CBC activity
Details are emailed to those on the
Wednesday walks email list. Otherwise
contact the leader.
Leader: Philip Gatenby
Contact: 0401 415 446 or
philip.gatenby@gmail.com
26 January Sunday walk
Square Rock – Smokers Trail loop
Meet at Kambah Village Shops car park
at 8:00 am. A walk through subalpine
forest to Square Rock returning along
Smokers Trail. The early start, altitude
and mainly shaded track should allow us
to avoid the heat.
Drive: 75 km, $30 per car.
Map: Corin Dam1:25,000
Grading: 2 A/B
Leader: Steven Forst
Contact: 0428 195 236 or
steven.forst@iinet.net.au

NPA outings program December 2019 – March 2020
29 January Wednesday walk
Joint NPA / BBC / CBC activity
Details are emailed to those on the
Wednesday walks email list. Otherwise
contact the leader.
Leader: Barrie R
Contact: 0437 023 140 or
brdr001@bigpond.net.au
2 February Sunday morning walk
Callum Brae and Mugga Mugga
Meet 8:15 am at the main gate to Callum
Brae Nature Reserve, Narrabundah Lane,
Symonston (UBD map 79, L3). Follow
walking track west to viewpoint then
south into Jerrabomberra West Grasslands
and Barron Woodland. Great birdlife. A
6 km walk. Afterwards proceed east to
129 Narrabundah Lane and tour historic
Mugga Mugga Cottage. For stayers, lunch
at Portrait Café, National Portrait Gallery,
Parkes. Walk will proceed only if forecast
temperature is below 30°C.
Map: Canberra Ornithologists Group
(COG) map of Callum Brae and
Jerrabomberra reserves on internet.
Grading: 1 A/B
Leader: Brian Slee
Contact: 6281 0719 or
brianslee@iprimus.com.au
16 February Sunday walk
Demandering Hut
Meet at Kambah Village shops car park at
8:30 am. A walk along the Naas Valley
from the Mount Clear campground,
mainly following the fire trail. There are
several creek crossings to cool our feet
along the way before we reach the
picturesque surrounds of Demandering
Hut for lunch. A wander back along the
Naas to the cars in the afternoon.

(page 3 of 3)
2 February Saturday work party
Honeysuckle area
This site has been visited on three
previous occasions when we removed a
number of exotic plants from the area. The
last visit was in 2017. This work party will
determine the extent of any regrowth and
deal with it. Cut and dab equipment will
be provided but suggest you bring gloves
and your favourite bush saw. Meet at
Kambah Village shops at 8:15 am.
Drive: 87 km, $32 per car.
Drive: 190 km return Queanbeyan to
Leader: Martin Chalk
Monga, $76 per car.
Contact: 6292 3502
Map: Monga 1:25,000
Grading: 2 A/B/C/D
26 February Wednesday walk
Leader: Barrie R
Joint NPA / BBC / CBC activity
Details are emailed to those on the Contact: brdr001@bigpond.net.au
Wednesday walks email list. Otherwise
25 March Wednesday walk
contact the leader.
Joint NPA / BBC / CBC activity
Leader: Steven Forst
Details are emailed to those on the
Contact: 0428 195 236 or
Wednesday
walks email list. Otherwise
steven.forst@iinet.net.au
contact the leader.
Leader: Mike S
9 March Monday holiday walk
Contact: 0412 179 907
Monaro Range and Gavels Hut
Meet 7:00 am. Proceed via Boboyan Road
to Adaminaby Bakery for breakfast. Turn
off Snowy Mountains Highway onto
Tantangara Road and park just before
Nungar Creek on Schofields Trail. Follow
trail to Nungar Plain and proceed south to
Gavels Hut for morning tea. Climb west
onto Monaro Range and have lunch on
peak. Great views. Descend north down
ridge to starting point. 13 km. Afternoon
tea Adaminaby. Contact leader by
Saturday morning re weather, departure
point and driver arrangements.
Drive: 250 km, $100 per car.
Maps: Tantangara, Denison 1:25,000
Grading: 2 A/B/C
Leader: Brian Slee
Contact: 6281 0719 or
brianslee@iprimus.com.au
14 March Saturday work party
Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group
Meet at the Namadgi Visitor Centre,
Tharwa, at 9:00 am. Car pool to
Gudgenby Valley. Weeding and spraying
(site to be advised). Tools provided.
Leader: Doug Brown
Contact: 6247 0239 or
kambalda@tpg.com.au

Drive: 160 km, $64 per car.
Map: Colinton 1:25,000
Grading: 2 A/B
Leader: Steven Forst
Contact: 0428 195 236 or
steven.forst@iinet.net.au

28 March Saturday work party
Piccadilly Arboretum
We last visited this site in May 2014.
This work party will continue the task of
searching for and removing pine wildings. Some tools will be provided but
suggest you bring work gloves, loppers,
bush saw. Work party will be subject to
good weather. Meet at Dillon Close, Weston (across Namatjira Drive from
McDonald’s), at 8:15 am.
Drive: 78 km, $32 per car.
Leader: Brian Slee
Contact: 6281 0719 or
brianslee@iprimus.com.au

9 March Sunday walk
60th Anniversary short nature walk
See next Bulletin for details

21 March Saturday walk
Monga National Park
A short walk, partly off track, through
lovely rain forest beneath tree ferns and
Plumwood, partly along fire trails. About
9 km and 200–300 m climb.
Contact leader for meeting place and
departure time by 19 March.
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Butterflies Australia app launched
The Butterflies Australia project was launched in Canberra at the end of October. It is a national citizen-science project that aims
to get everyone observing butterflies and recording their sightings. It has a free phone app (available for iOS and Android), and
a website. The app includes a free digital field guide, while the website lets you explore butterfly data and
provides fact sheets on butterfly information.
The app is comprehensive, making it possible to identify any one of about 420 butterfly species in
Australia. The purpose of the project is to accumulate data on the temporal and spatial occurrence and
distribution for each species, with the assistance of citizen scientists.
A workshop will be held in Canberra (date to be confirmed) where we will instruct people on use of the
Butterflies Australia app and website, and teach them how to use the field guide to identify butterflies. Experts
from the Butterflies Australia project will lead walks to show you how to conduct a butterfly survey.
https://butterflies.org.au/
Suzi Bond
Note. See Outings Program on page 14 for a NPA butterfly walk to be led by Suzi Bond in January.

Leatherbarrel Creek, Kosciuszko National Park. Photo by Mike Bremers.

The end of an era for the NPA Bulletin
This issue of the NPA Bulletin is something of a last hurrah for our esteemed and longstanding honorary life member Adrienne
Nicholson. For more than 15 years now, Adrienne has, every quarter, laboured with love laying out and putting to bed for the
printer, our flagship publication. And as if that were not enough, its pages have regularly also been graced with her photographs
and articles on topics of abiding interest to us all. But now, as for many of us, rapidly changing computing systems have outpaced
her inclination to upgrade and, aside from that, she thinks she deserves a break. Who could disagree on the latter? While we search
for an equal to Adrienne, we know that we will continue to benefit from the many other contributions, including to the Bulletin,
that she makes to the progress of our work supporting the natural environment.
The Bulletin team
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The intrigue of holes in the ground
So what was Clive doing with that grass?
The Gudgenby Bush Regeneration
Group volunteers near Nursery Creek in
Namadgi National Park watched as he
tickled a straw some centimetres into a
small hole, in anticipation of his reaction
when the hoped-for occupant leapt out –
a big, hairy spider. But it seemed there
was no one home.
Just a couple of minutes later,
however, Clive called our attention to a
dark blob by his shoe. But what was it?
The ground had a scatter of dark plants,
dead leaves and shadows, but Clive
explained this object had moved just in
time for him to spy it. It was a Wolf

Above. Wolf Spider carrying its offspring
on its back, Namadgi National Park.
Below. Close-up of Wolf Spider.

Spider with dozens of young clinging to
its back. And yes, as we watched black
specks that were spiderlings would speed
a short distance away, then scamper
back. Wolf Spiders can move quickly,
but this mum decided its best strategy
was to remain still, giving us the chance
to study it more closely.
The Field Guide to Spiders of
Australia (R. Whyte and G. Anderson,
CSIRO Publishing, 2017) confirmed that
the threatening face we’d seen was that
of a Wolf Spider (family Lycosidae),
with large vertical ‘fangs’* and eyes in
three rows of 4,2,2. They are robust and
adapted to a wide range of habitats.
Many live in tunnels, so this spider’s
home may have been one of the holes in
which Clive had been fishing. These
opened level with the ground, and did
not appear to have a door or lining.
But that small tableau reminded me
to look for holes, and a week later I
spotted one by the Naas River. Its
entrance was raised a centimetre by what
appeared to be a wall of plant scraps and
mud – but was it made by a spider?
Nearby was another that clearly wasn’t;
it had the broken remains of a chrysalis
that had been some 6 cm long, half
protruding above the ground to allow its
occupant to move to its next stage of life.
A shell of similar size was lying near a
hole in a Gungahlin park; it had bands of
different colours.
A mystery though for me was the
tube I spotted on a Namadgi hill. Also 6
cm high, from a narrow base on rock it
widened to 2 cm. The top was uneven so
might have had pieces broken off by the
escaping occupant. But what could
construct a house of bricks like that?
There are plenty of other things that
also make shelters in the ground of
course, from ants to wombats and, as
we’ve been learning from the studies in
Namadgi, Rosenberg’s Goannas.

Top. A walled hole, Namadgi National
Park.
Above. Banded chrysalis and hole in a
Gungahlin park [a ghost moth].
Below. Above-ground tube on a hilltop
in Namadgi National Park.

Rupert Barnett
* the prominent vertical appendages
bear the terminal real fangs.
All photos by Rupert Barnett.

A happy Christmas/New Year break and all the best for
2020 to all NPA members and their families.
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Give a (Warragamba) Dam fundraiser at
Yerranderie, 20–23 September 2019

As part of the Colong Foundation for
Wilderness’s
campaign
to
raise
awareness
about
the
NSW
Government’s plans to proceed with the
raising of the Warragamba Dam wall by
14 metres, and to help with the
fundraising effort, I recently led a 4-day
trip to the Blue Breaks area of the Blue
Mountains with seven members of the
Canberra Bushwalking Club and
NPA ACT.
The issues
• The stated purpose of raising the dam
wall is to ‘safely’ house an additional
130,000 people on the Hawkesbury–Nepean
floodplain
by
mitigating future floods from the
Coxs, Wollondilly and Nepean rivers.
• This will not prevent future flooding,
as quantities of floodwaters, such as
from the Grose River, enter the
floodplain below the dam. Also, an
exceptionally severe flood could still
overflow the dam wall.
• If the additional height of the dam is
used to store extra water, it will not be
effective as a flood mitigation
measure, i.e. flood mitigation and
extra water storage for Sydney’s
growing population are incompatible.
• During floods, 4,700 hectares of World
Heritage listed national parks (The

Back Bimlow Walls from Lacys Tableland, 2012. Photo by Meg Mckone.
If the dam wall is raised, the water seen at the end of Green Wattle
Valley will flood upstream and kill the vegetation to a height of
14 metres alongside the creek for approximately three kilometres.

Greater Blue Mountains World
Heritage Area – GBMWHA) will be
inundated, resulting in sedimentation,
erosion and the destruction of many
plant and animal species, as well as
hundreds of Gundungurra cultural
heritage sites including artwork, camp
and ceremonial sites, and sacred
waterholes.
• In 2018, the NSW Berejiklian
Government passed a bill to legalise
the inundation of National Parks and
World Heritage sites, circumventing
s.153B of the National Parks and
Wildlife Act 1974 which prohibits
these actions.
• The company chosen by the NSW
Government
to
complete
the
environmental assessment for raising
the dam wall is the Snowy Mountains
Engineering Corps which has a history
of ignoring Indigenous rights and
environmental concerns across the
globe.
• The federal Environment Minister has
international obligations to protect
world heritage sites and will have the
ultimate say on whether the dam
raising goes ahead or
not.
The trip
The southern Blue
Mountains
assert
their rugged nature
on the drive into
Yerranderie
along
the Old Oberon
Stock Route, which
follows a narrow,
winding ridge line
dividing
the
catchments of the

Kowmung–Coxs and the Jooriland–
Wollondilly rivers. Recent rain had laid
the dust and a newly graded road
allowed the drivers to raise their eyes
momentarily to glimpse the deep blue
chasm of the Kowmung and its
tributaries backed by the long, knollstrewn ridge leading to the summit of
Mount Cloudmaker, briefly visible
through the trees. After a short stop at an
extensive sandstone platform to search
for Aboriginal axe-grinding grooves (we
found about eight), we finally reached
the grassy campsite at the former silvermining town of Yerranderie and set up
our tents for the next two nights.
Yerranderie Peak and a view of Lake
Burragorang
The younger members of the party spent
the afternoon climbing Yerranderie Peak
which rewarded them with an excellent
view of the stored water at the upper end
of the Wollondilly arm of Lake
Burragorang. The water level was quite
low due to the drought, leaving an ugly
bare scar for several metres above the
waterline, a preview of what 14 metres
of destruction would do to the river
banks if the dam raising goes ahead. The
rest of us saved our energies for the next
day and sedately explored the ruins of
the town and the old silver mine, which
has been safely fenced and provided
with information boards for tourists, and
drove down to the locked gate beside the
Tonalli River to ascertain how far we
could drive towards Gander Head.
Steep track to Gander Head
A mist descended on us overnight but
had cleared by the next morning into a
humid, hazy day. After walking the
4 kilometres along the Scotts Main

Eucalypts on the basalt cap of Mount
Colong, 2019. Photo by Luke Mulders.
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Give a (Warragamba) Dam fundraiser
Range Road to Byrnes Gap, we turned
off on a track which led us steeply up to
Gander Head on the southern end of the
Axehead Range. It was slow going along
the narrow ridge line, sometimes sidling
under the cliffs, sometimes climbing to
the tops of its rocky battlements. We had
wonderful views to the stored water and
the Wanganderry Tableland beyond, the
mighty sandstone blocks of Vengeance
Peninsula, and the bulk of basalt-capped
Mount Colong rising above the upper
Tonalli Range.
If the raising of the dam wall project
goes ahead, all the rivers and creeks of
the Blue Breaks (the Tonalli River,
Lacys Creek, Green Wattle Creek,
Butchers Creek and others) will be
flooded for several kilometres upstream.
Further afield, the raised water levels
will cut into the very heart of the
GBMWHA, up the Coxs, the Kowmung
and the Kedumba rivers. To the south,
the same fate awaits the Wollondilly
River and its tributaries.
Although we passed many golden
acacias, a few pink boronias and patches
of phebaliums with their long yellow
stamens, the drought had curtailed the
usual springtime flower show. After
lunch on the tops, we reversed our walk
and were very glad we could drive the
last few kilometres up the hill from the
Tonalli to the campsite. Rain showers at
dinnertime sent some of us scurrying to
the verandah of the old courthouse
building, where Mark the caretaker filled
us in on past and recent local history,
and kept an eye on the behaviour of
visitors.
Mount Colong and Colong Point
Early morning rain had me wondering if
we should just pack up and go home, but
the weather soon cleared to a beautifully
fine, crystal-clear day. Leaving the cars
at the junction of the Mount Armour Fire
Trail, we set off through beautiful

(continued)

Scribbly Gum woodland and past Egans
Swamp (dry) to the
base
of
Mount
Colong,
at
1,074
metres the highest
peak in the southern
Blue
Mountains.
Colong Point gives a
good view of the
nearby
cliff-edged
plateaus and can be
climbed by following
a vague, steep track up
50 metres
to
the
bottom of the cliff
line, then sidling beneath the southern
side for about 50 metres until an easy
gully cuts through the cliff and you find
yourself on a large, sunny platform of
sandstone ideal for morning tea or just
lazing around.
From here we followed a winding
ridge up 300 metres to the broad
summit, passing through an amazing
range of vegetation types – heath on the
sandstone platforms, eucalypt scrub (not
uncomfortably thick!) on the sandstone
ridges, a forest of Banksia serrata and
xanthorrheas (grass trees) in a saddle,
and huge, magnificent eucalypts
growing on the sides of the basalt cap –
the original trees on the actual summit
had been felled when the trig was built,
but a new forest has since established
itself. Luke was the only person to
climb the high trig tower constructed
from basalt boulders, while the rest of
us made do with signing our names in
the book stored in a hole at the base.
Then we walked a short distance down
the shallow valley to the south-west to
the beautiful, grassy campsite for lunch.
Rather to my consternation, large tree
branches had fallen over sections of the
campsite, including the fireplace, since
my last visit 18 months before. A little

Lake Burragorang and Wanganderry Walls
from near Tonalli Peak, 2008.
Photo by Meg McKone.

further down the valley, the spring was
not quite dry, with water from the recent
rain seeping in and soaking the ground.
The Burragorang Valley and beyond
After a quick tour of the summit, we
headed back down the ridge. The views
are more obvious on the way down. To
the south we could see the walls of the
flooded Burragorang Valley glowing in
the afternoon sun, and to the north, the
characteristic
outline
of
Mount
Cloudmaker beyond the Kowmung
Gorge and the ‘Missing Tooth’ of the
Coach and Horses in the Upper Tonalli
Range. When we reached the cars, we
drove on to Batsh Camp where we
stayed the night before driving home.
In retrospect, it was very satisfying
to combine a serious purpose with
bushwalking in one of NSW’s most
spectacular national parks. Some
members of the group revelled in the
nostalgia of revisiting their youthful
stamping grounds. Others who weren’t
familiar with the area were surprised by
its variety, beauty and challenge.
Personally, I was delighted that we
could do interesting day walks from a
comfortable car camp into this
magnificent wilderness – but appalled at
the prospect of it being maimed by
thoughtless greed for development.
Meg McKone
More detailed information on the Give
A Dam campaign is available from:
https://www.giveadam.org.au/about
To make a donation:
https://www.giveadam.org.au/
donate?utm_campaign=
the_world_is_watching&
utm_medium=email&utm_source=
wildrivers
The Wollondilly arm of Lake Burragorang
from Burragorang Peak, 2011.
Photo by Meg McKone.
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Bushwalk reports
Mount Jagungal via
Cesjacks Hut
Date: Thursday to Saturday, 1–3 August
2019.
Participants: Max Smith (leader), Mike
Bremers, Brian Slee.
Weather: Blue skies, thin high cloud,
cold, occasionally windy.
YAY, Max has finally climbed Jagungal
(2,062 m) in snow! It was an objective
we all shared but doubts regarding
access had constrained us. Would snow
on Nimmo be too deep, would the
descent to the Gungarlin be hazardous,
would creeks on Snowy Plains be
flooded? In the event, good July snow
had frozen hard in Jagungal Wilderness
but melted elsewhere, little rain had
fallen and the fire trail was relatively
dry. We were on our way.
Cesjacks Hut (1,700 m) was to be
home for two nights. We departed
Richardson in Max’s Outback at
6:30 am on Thursday under a promising
sky. After coffee at Snowy Hydro
Discovery Centre, Cooma North, we
headed across Rocky Plain toward white
peaks before parking near Caffers Ridge
at 9:50.
At 4 km short of the locked gate on
Snowy Plains Fire Trail, it proved to be
overly cautious. Flows in Bulls Peaks
Creek were found to be modest. But the
hut, 9 km away, was the day’s only
objective and we were in good walking
country. Thankfully, crossings were
planked. We stopped for morning tea at
Wallaces Hut exit at 11:30 – consistent
snow began there, solid but not deep.
Park boundary was reached at 1:00 pm
and the hut 45 minutes later. Snow
everywhere.

Two red Hilleberg Soulo tents were
erected on grass near the hut while Max
resorted to the indoor platform. It was
warm in the sun but the evening grew
chilly as a crimson parrot piped a
plaintive single note. Mike lit the room
with a Luci inflatable solar-powered
lantern: he explained the technology but
we knew it captured sunbeams during
the day and liberated them at night. Nice
fire, early to bed.
There is no highway to Jagungal …
The big day dawned brightly, about
–5°C. Away at 8:05 am, we descended
west to Doubtful Creek and scrambled
across near ‘vertical rock’. There is no
highway to Jagungal, just a series of
increasingly higher ridges which can be
scaled or contoured around. The
snowed-over tussocks in between were a
doddle compared with summer. Snow
diamonds glinted on the surface. Our
destination was hidden behind Toolong
Range and other peaks most of the way,
so there was anticipation before its
enormous ‘lion couchant’ mass revealed
itself.
As the top is neared,
the view south to the
Main Range spreads
out – in sparkling light
it was magnificent.
The final climb to the
summit ‘pillbox’ is a
delight; Max was
ushered to the podium
for arrival shots at
11:20. I doubted I
would ever return here
after
a
decidedly
awkward 1999 ski trip
from Mawsons so also
felt emotional. The
wind, however, was
encouraging us to
leave.

Mike and Max descending Jagungal.
Photo by Brian Slee.

Lunch was at our sheltered morning
tea spot – I arrived late after descending
via a Toolong peak. We crossed
Doubtful Creek downstream from the
rock and were back at Cesjacks at 2:30
pm. 14 km; slower than in March 2016
but, on snow, easier.
That evening we played headlamps
on the hut while Mike photographed
prize images from just beyond his Lucilit tent. We were animated by a
successful day and had an even nicer
fire that night.
The walk out on Saturday was
routine (departing 8:45 am) until we
reached the turn to Clancys Hut. Built
as a ski lodge (in recent years,
according to Greg Hutchison), it was
400 m from the fire trail on a track to
Kellys. It is a comfortable, horizontal
timber structure with a galvanised-iron
roof and loft plus front veranda. Exiting
back to the fire trail, six women skiers
heading for Cesjacks stopped to chat,
our first encounter in two days. Eight
vehicles were to pass us before 1:20 pm
when we reached the car. Note: avoid
winter weekends.
While driving up Nimmo Hill we
stopped for Mike to examine conjoined
trees, only to discover an immaculate
merging of branches on adjacent
eucalypts that defied explanation.
Lunch was back at Snowy Hydro where
what little food available at 2:30 pm
was at giveaway prices. We arrived at
Richardson at 4:10 pm. Where next
Max?

View north-west from Jagungal.
Photo by Brian Slee.
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(continued)

South-west of Mount
Kosciuszko
Date: Friday, 23 August 2019.
Participants: Brian Slee (leader), Mike
Bremers, Margaret Power, Barry
Reville.
Weather: Blue sky; cold and windy at
Eagles Nest; further west: warm
and still.
In 2018, four of us snowshoed to
Cootapatamba Hut and continued
south-west along the ridge beyond
Swampy Plain River (NPA Bulletin,
June 2019, pp. 24, 25). This outing was
similar except that we headed due west
to the edge of the ridge before returning
south-east to the hut. Views back to the
‘Western Faces’, e.g. Ramshead, and
down to Geehi, were more dramatic in
2018 but any walk in this area is a
buzz.
Originally
programmed
for
18 August, the walk was postponed due
to strong winds and moved to a weekday to avoid traffic congestion at
Thredbo. We had departed Calwell at
6:15 am and reached an almost full
Friday Flat car park at 8:50, having
stared down a pesky fuel filter warning
light in Mike’s Prado along the way.
Paying for the chairlift ($42, concession $31) was tediously slow; it
meant we did not leave Eagles Nest
until 10 am. Fortunately the snow was
firm and once beyond the ski runs, only
a few snowshoers were seen; thereafter
one faint track. We had a break at
Snowy River rise before climbing

around North Ramshead for a full view
of the way forward: down to Swampy
Plain River, around South Kosciuszko
Ridge and west up a modest ridge
(2,000 m). To our right a snowboarder
had pierced Kosci cornice, creating a
small avalanche.
Victoria’s mountains were prominent
with snow
Beyond the 2,000 metre ridge was half
a kilometre of beautiful snow, studded
with bouldered pinnacles. We crossed
the expanse to where the final ridge was
penetrated by a stream; lunch at
12:10 pm was in a panoramic elevated
spot. Once again, Victoria’s mountains
were prominent with snow. Waves of
purple blue hills spread to the horizon.
North-east was Kosciuszko but we were
too close for a vaulting view.

Cootapatamba Hut.
Photo by Mike Bremers.

I had been referring to this ridge as
Abbotts, but it may be nameless. It
does have little 2,060 metre peaks
which we accessed after lunch from a
long ramp. Armadillo ice encrusted the
peak where we stopped; ice visors on
rocks had folded and refrozen as delicate icy tentacles. Soon after we were
descending to the hut.
Earlier this year Cootapatamba Hut
was restored and completely rebuilt
(KHA Newsletter, Winter 2019). It
looks the same, even more photogenic,
but was eerily quiet with no tracks to
it. We had a spell before beginning the
slow climb (180 m) back up to the
Snowy and continuing to the chairlift,
arriving 2:45 pm. 10.5 km.
After a stop at Sundance in
Jindabyne, we were back at Calwell at
6:15 pm. Another phenomenal outing.
We were aided by a third consecutive
good snow season, the gauge at
Spencer Creek reading 224 cm. Such
levels facilitate access across Swampy
Plain River. Future outings could
explore the western ridge to the north
and south of this route. Thredbo was
teeming with people; I am not
complaining, but why did we have this
magnificent place to ourselves?
Brian Slee

Ice tentacles.
Photo by Mike Bremers.
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South Ramshead and Peaks
2040 and 2080
Date: Wednesday, 14 August 2019
Participants: Max Smith (organiser),
Peter Anderson-Smith, Mike
Bremers, John Evans, Stephen
Marchant, Margaret Power, Brian
Slee.
Weather: Clear sky, cold, windy in
exposed areas.
In winter we no longer scoot through
South Ramshead Range on the way
from Dead Horse Gap to Ramshead.
Indeed, it was to be our destination for
the third time in as many years, with a
visit to an additional peak. ‘If you build
it, they will come’: with mountains,
give it a name and they will climb. We
aspire to sit on Gungartan, Jagungal
and Anton but have ignored Peak 2080,
which is higher than them all. Aspect
undoubtedly counts – 2080 is dominated by Ramshead – but it proved to
have an allure of its own.
Prosaic details: a 6:15 am to 6:15
pm day with a 10.5 km snowshoe in the
middle of 5 hours of toing and froing in
Max and Mike’s vehicles. We arrived
9 am at Live Horse Gap (a feral was
hoofing the snow to nibble grass) and
squeezed into the car park. Thredbo
snowboarders were barbecuing for two
birthdays after a sunrise climb. A dreadlocked
youth
cautioned
about
avalanches on the higher of the two
‘pitches’. It was that sort of season; a
recent big dump on a solid base. We
were to find the going to be good with
no sign of slides (although one was
reported near Thredbo).

Once we were up the first rise, Mike
angled us across the slope past iceencrusted branches to South Ramshead
(1,951 m). Thredbo River hogs the eastern view, valleys south and west were
full of cloud (John’s video caught a
Wedge-tailed Eagle circling). It was
morning tea time so we tumbled off the
peak, sheltering at the base.
Heading north through a winter
wonderland of awesomeness (hey,
youthful spiel), the icy trig on Peak
2040 was next stop. Kosciuszko with its
cornice (5 km away) and Ramshead featured to the north. Cloud was beginning
to waft from the west. Time pushed us
down the steep side toward 2080 which
rose from across a wide saddle. Topped
by a rocky jumble, probably not easily
scaled, we hunkered down for a late
lunch with a fascinating view back to
2040. Quiet prevailed.

The group snowshoeing along the range.
Photo by Brian Slee.

Max had obviously been thinking
because he was firm for completing the
circuit around Bogong Creek. Yay to
that, but descending north-east was a
challenge. We followed contours from
there around the watershed to the skiers highway, stopping at the sight of a
vividly striped Snow Gum looking like
it was on fire in an unburnt grove.
While
descending
south,
we
encountered
another
dreadlocked
snowboarder, face beaming from an
‘awesome’ day. Peak 2080 was now in
cloud. We climbed Alpine Way back to
the cars, arriving 3 pm.
Sundance at Jindabyne was our
usual stop on the way back to
Canberra. We was totally stoked!
Brian Slee

PARKWATCH
Barren Grounds Nature Reserve
Barren Grounds Nature Reserve is a
popular walking area south of
Wollongong that offers spectacular
displays of wildflowers. With the
adjoining Budderoo National Park,
Barren Grounds is one of only four
large areas of heathland on the south
coast and also has unusual stands of
rainforest along the escarpment edge.
These varied habitats contain many
rare or endangered plants and animals,
notably the ground parrot Pezoporus
wallicus. While there are always
splendid views to be had at the
Illawarra Lookout and the natural stone
bridge across Lamonds Creek, the
walks are stunning in spring when
many of the heath flowers, such as
Boronia, Isopogon (drumsticks) and, if
22

you are lucky, Waratah (Telopea
speciosissima), are in full bloom.
Nature NSW, Vol. 63, No. 3
(Spring 2019)
Cultural access to aquatic
resources in NSW
There are many misconceptions
surrounding cultural access to aquatic
resources both in NSW and throughout
Australia. Many people assume that
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples have unlimited access or no
rules when it comes to harvesting
resources. In NSW this couldn’t be
further from the truth. There is no
single set of guidelines, legislation or
regulations to govern cultural access.
Native title over water in NSW has for
the first time been formally acknowledged in determinations in 2019.
NPA BULLETIN − DECEMBER 2019

Marine parks are established to
help protect marine biodiversity, which
is a natural system that Aboriginal
people have been an integral part of
throughout time. The effect of
sanctuary zones on people and culture
has been catastrophic. The percentage
of any given park zoned for sanctuary
seems minimal on paper, but being
denied access to country impacts
people’s ability to pass on knowledge
specific to areas and activities, as it has
been for generations. It severs
connections to the past for generations
to come. This creates a deep sense of
loss in generations that may be the last
to hold the knowledge and a loss of
identity to future generations who, by
no fault of their own, can be
(continued on next page)
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criminalised for following in the customs
of their ancestors. Maybe it’s time we
thought about protecting biodiversity in
a
different
way;
acknowledging
Aboriginal people as components in that
system, who by culture were gifted the
knowledge to protect biodiversity on
country at all costs. Marine parks
throughout
NSW
have
engaged
Aboriginal people in their establishment
and review cycle, though very few
special purpose zones or any other
access has been granted to recognise and
ensure cultural practices aren’t impacted,
and cultural continuity maintained.
Nature NSW, Vol. 63, No. 3
(Spring 2019)
Mount Cole Grevillea – eligible as a
threatened species
The eucalypt forests and woodland of the
Mount Cole Range and Mount Buangor
State Park harbour a very special
flowering shrub, the Mount Cole
Grevillea, found only here and nowhere
else on the planet (endemic). This was
one of the reasons why VNPA nominated
it for listing as a threatened species
under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee
Act 1988. The Mount Cole Grevillea has
undergone a serious decline and
geographic contraction in the order of 75
per cent in recent decades. Disturbances
such as logging are strongly implicated
in its decline. These plants are thought to
survive for over 70 years. But without
protection, they could face extinction in
the coming decades.
Park Watch (VNPA), No. 278
(September 2019)
Pointless pairing
The
Victorian
and
Australian
governments are understood to have
commenced formal negotiations on
renewing
the
Regional
Forest
Agreements (RFAs). The Commonwealth is also understood not to have
committed the funding or future
resources for implementation – which
begs the question, why is Victoria even
bothering to renew them?
It was made clear in face-to-face
discussions during the consultation
period in June this year that the most
important question of them all was
beyond the scope – why we need the
RFAs in the first place. On reading
through the 20-year-old RFAs, it
becomes apparent they try to set up a
weird and ‘pointless pairing’ – you
‘greenies’ get parks and reserves, and us
foresters get to log. All fair and
balanced, right? This messaging is
repeated in the independent consultation
paper, ‘Modernisation of the Victorian
Regional Forest Agreements’ that the

RFAs have been in some way
responsible for the bulk of the formal
reserve and park system. This is simply
a fallacy. Eighty-four per cent of the
formal reserve system (national parks
and conservation areas) was in place
before the RFAs even commenced. The
parks that have been created since were
done so outside of the RFA areas, e.g.
the Box Ironbark national parks and
Red River Gum national parks, or were
created due to extensive community
campaigns in spite of the RFAs, e.g.
Great Otway National Park and
Cobboboonee National Park.
The independent consultation paper
claims that: ‘By 2003, 900,000 hectares
of forest had been added to the existing
reserve system in Victoria through the
RFA
process’.
The
important
distinction that needs to be made here
is that around 92 per cent of so-called
‘reserves’ created under all the
Victorian RFAs are ‘informal’. Only 8
per cent of reserves related to RFAs are
protected in formal reserves such as
national parks. Victoria is also ignoring
the 1997 ‘Nationally Agreed Criteria
for
the
Establishment
of
a
Comprehensive, Adequate and Representative Reserve System for Forests
in Australia’ (also called the JANIS
criteria).
If the federal government is
refusing to provide resources to support
either the ‘modernisation’ process or
RFA implementation, in the end
Victoria will have to use its own
inadequate laws and resources to
regulate the industry on behalf of the
Commonwealth. Either way, virtually
no Commonwealth funding goes to the
management of state’s parks and
reserves, and previous funding has only
ever propped up the forest industry –
further highlighting the mirage of the
‘pointless pairing’ embedded in the
RFAs, which really only acts to support
the continued logging of our native
forests.
Park Watch (VNPA), No. 278
(September 2019)
Feral horses end up in court
Having failed to convince Parks
Victoria that ‘brumbies’ belong in
Victoria’s Alpine National Park, an
alliance of wild horse supporters
ventured into the tricky realm of
environmental law recently, in a lastditch attempt to enshrine their version
of alpine heritage protection. But the
damage done by feral horses to alpine
systems was clear.
A draft horse management strategy
was
released
(and
received
overwhelming public support) before
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Parks Victoria published its final ‘Feral
Horse Strategic Action Plan 2018–2021
for the Alpine National Park’ in June
last year. It set targets to remove 1,200
horses over 3 years from the eastern
section of the park, and completely
remove the smaller Bogong High
Plains/Cobungra
population.
The
strategy was designed to be consistent
with several federal and state
environmental laws, and to put the
park’s 2016 management plan to work.
The Australian Brumby Alliance
disagreed, however, claiming the
strategy violated some clauses in the
listing of the Australian Alps National
Parks as a National Heritage Place. That
listing takes in all of the Australian
mainland alpine region parks, including
Victoria’s Alpine National Park. The
clauses they were depending on
included ‘protection of the mountain
vistas’ (the wild horses were part of
that, they said), the ‘pioneering history’
(they were part of that too), and the
‘stories, legends and myths of the
mountains’ such as the ‘Man from
Snowy River’ poem and the Silver
Brumby books.
The National Heritage list sits
within
Australia’s
Environment
Protection
and
Biodiversity
Conservation (EPBC) Act 1999. That
Act also lists alpine ecosystems
threatened by hard-hooved grazers: the
peat beds and moss beds so crucial to
the functioning of alpine catchments,
and the watery fens that accompany
them. It also lists a number of
threatened alpine plants and animals
affected by horses, such as the
unfortunately named Broad-toothed
Rat.
It was deftly argued by Parks
Victoria’s counsel that, under the EPBC
Act, it is only the place that is given
heritage protection. The cultural values
are listed because the place evokes
those cultural associations. It’s not
necessary to have a mountain horseman
forever re-enacting his riding skills
down some crazy slope, for example.
It’s why the listing includes the
cattlemen’s heritage, but not the cattle.
And, crucially in this case, it’s why the
feral horses/brumbies aren’t specifically
mentioned. It’s the native plants and
animals that need our attention, not a
continuation of their hard-hooved
punishment by cattle, horses, pigs,
goats and deer that have been driving
native species to the brink. In summing
up on the final day of the case, Parks
Victoria’s counsel referred to the
witness statements of alpine ecologist
(continued on page 24)
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Dick Williams as ‘comprehensive and
compelling’, adding that ‘courts rarely
received evidence of such quality’.
Professor Williams’ knowledge of
Victoria’s High Country was based not
just on his own extensive experience, but
on the many decades of alpine science,
reaching back to the journeys of Baron
von Mueller in the mid 1800s. Not
surprisingly, that great extent of alpine
science is also cited in the alpine parks
heritage listing.
(The judgement in the case brought
by the Australia Brumby Alliance
against Parks Victoria in the Federal
Court is pending.)
Park Watch (VNPA), No. 278
(September 2019)
National parks converted to
plantations
The NSW National Parks and Wildlife
Service (NPWS) has embarked on a
plantation program for carbon offsetting
in 17 National Parks and Reserves across
NSW with a private company, CO2
Australia, that is funded through the
Commonwealth Emissions Reduction
Fund, NSW Climate Change Fund and
20 Million Trees Program. Already 13
parks have carbon plantations in them
with another five park-based plantations
imminent.
The environmental assessments for
these plantations have been tokenistic,
internal NPWS reports. In addition,
ecologists believe that two plantations
over some 200 hectares in Kosciuszko
National Park, have used the wrong
species. The NPWS contract with CO2
Australia prohibits ecological thinning of
the plantations so that the carbon
sequestration objective is maximised and
prevails, unlawfully, over the nature
conservation purposes of NSW national
parks. Over the next decade, the NPWS
estimates that carbon farming can
generate up to $57 million in 30 national
parks.
A 2018 policy document, presented
to the National Parks and Wildlife
Advisory Council, obtained by the ABC,
suggested planting projects on degraded
land in all national parks as a potential
‘funding opportunity’ costing over $2
billion to establish more than 200,000
hectares of profit-making carbon
plantations (ref. Jonathan Hair, ABC
News, 26 May 2019). These carbon
credit plantations will be used to backfill
the huge funding gap in recurrent
national park expenditure, due to budget
cuts. Park managers may then retain key
staff, but at the expense of nature
conservation management for degraded
park areas.

The ABC report also featured expert
ecologists Deb Stevenson and Debbie
Andrew, who worked for the National
Parks and Wildlife Service and are
highly critical of the plantations in
Capertee National Park. The park,
formerly Port Macquarie station, was
grazed for 170 years until purchased in
2010 to secure rare woodlands that
contain habitat for the critically
endangered
Regent
Honeyeater.
Ms Andrew reported that ‘The densities
of the trees being put into the ground —
800 trees per hectare — is far in excess
of what the CSIRO recommends of 30
mature trees per hectare’ (Jonathan Hair,
ABC radio, May 26, 2019). These
densities were determined by CO2
Australia, which established the
plantation using heavy machinery, to
deliver a high carbon credit income
when sold through the Commonwealth
Government’s Emissions Reduction
Fund (ERF). This is a moneymaking
plantation imposed on the national park,
under the assumption that plantation
forestry
generates
conservation
outcomes.
Woodlands of the Capertee Valley
have widely spaced tree canopies with
open grassy areas. Such a national park
is unsuited to plantation forestry for
carbon sequestration, it’s that simple.
Some of the species were not locally
endemic, while the previous efforts of
volunteers who had spent years growing
local Capertee Valley plants in nurseries
to slowly restore the park’s ecosystems,
were ignored.
Similar abuse is proposed to be
meted out to the historic Joorilands area
in Yerranderie State Conservation Area
within Warragamba Special Area
Catchment, in another nationally
endangered temperate grassy woodland
landscape and Regent Honeyeater
stronghold. Without nature conservation
dictating restoration programs and
without
adequate
environmental
assessments, these replanting programs
are moneymaking ventures in national
parks, disguised as conservation. There
are very significant Aboriginal heritage
sites in the Joorilands area and the flood
prone Burragorang Valley which are
totally inappropriate for conversion to
carbon plantations by CO2 Australia’s
bulldozers.
Colong Bulletin, No. 276
(August 2019)
National Parks boost jobs and
tourism in NSW
The NSW Government has taken the
next step in its commitment to invest
$149.5 million to improve the State’s

national parks by calling for
construction workers to register their
interest to work on the iconic parks.
Energy and Environment Minister Matt
Kean said an Expression of Interest
process had commenced through
National Parks and Wildlife Services
(NPWS), seeking construction workers
and businesses to register for the work.
‘We’ve got some of the world’s best
and most significant national parks right
here in NSW and I’m inviting the best
of the construction industry to help
make them even better. This will create
local jobs, support local business and
boost regional economies’, Mr Kean
said.
Selected applicants will renew
walking tracks; enhance visitor
information and experiences, facilities
and accessibility at national parks
across the State. The call for
construction workers follows new data
that reveal a 16.6 per cent increase in
the estimated number of visitors to
national parks across NSW last year.
‘NSW national parks are the ticket for
tourism in our own backyard’, Mr Kean
said. ‘A whopping 60 million
Australians visited NSW national parks
in 2018, compared to 51.77 million in
2016’.
To read the full survey visit
www.environment.nsw.gov.au .
NSW government media release.
Tuesday, 13 August 2019
Endangered dibblers destined
for Dirk Hartog Island
National Park WA
One of Australia’s smallest marsupial
species will be reintroduced to Dirk
Hartog Island National Park for the first
time since it went extinct from the area
centuries ago. Twenty-four endangered
Dibbler joeys, born at Perth Zoo, along
with three adults, will be released to the
island on October 7 by staff from the
Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions.
Before their release, the Dibblers
will be microchipped and genetic
samples will be collected. A dozen will
be fitted with radio collars so
researchers can track their movements.
The tracking will allow the team to
identify habitat preferences at the new
location to help guide future releases
and conservation efforts. The joeys
were bred from adult Dibblers collected
from Jurien Bay islands earlier this
year, some were the descendants of
animals previously bred at the Zoo and
released to the wild.
Since 1997, more than 900 Dibblers
have been bred and released at sites
(continued on next page)
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(continued)
including: Escape Island in Jurien Bay,
Gunton Island, and mainland parks and
reserves in the South-West. The Dibbler
was once found as far north as Shark
Bay in Western Australia, including Dirk
Hartog Island. They are one of 10 native
species lost from the area following
European settlement and the introduction
of sheep, goats and cats. Dirk Hartog
Island became the world’s largest island
to have cats, sheep and goats fully
eradicated last year.
‘The additional release of Dibblers at
Dirk Hartog Island will help the habitat
return to what it once was in 1616; and
offers security to a species that would
have struggled to survive’, Minister
Stephen Dawson said. ‘Dibblers may be
small, but these carnivorous marsupials
play a very big role in the ecosystem,
they are both predator and prey, and also
pollinators in their habitat’.
Media release 1/10/2019
www.dbca.wa.gov.au/news
Eungella National Park and fire
Eungella National Park some 80 km
west of Mackay occupies nearly 53,000
ha having been declared a national park
in two tranches, one in 1941, the other in
1986. Its name is the Aboriginal term for
‘land of the cloud’. It is a centre of
endemism for Australian rainforest
species and the Eungella Honeyeater is
one of its better known inhabitants.
Threats to its biodiversity values include
habitat fragmentation, feral species and
uncontrolled fire.
An unprecedented dry and hot
summer had meant that the valley below
and the park itself were very dry and a
major fire moved very quickly from the
valley into the park. In May I was
fortunate to inspect the park with James
Newman (Executive Director – Northern
Parks and Forests) Marty McLaughlin
(Principal Ranger) and Greg Lennox
(Ranger) to gain an understanding of the
impact of the fire. The fire itself
travelled very quickly and along the
ridgeline that forms part of the boundary
of the park. It penetrated to varying
degrees into the rainforest. The
consequences were variable with
blackened
rainforest
regenerating
successfully in some areas; in other

small locations the ground was bare,
with no regeneration. Rainfall would
improve the situation. It was apparent
that wind had carried embers, initiating
isolated and separate fires.
At a distance there was concern that
irreparable damage had been done to the
park. The situation does not appear to be
that bad, but park management has
lessons and actions to consider, as
consequences of the fire will remain for
years to many decades. The extreme
summer and resultant burning has
caused the service to reconsider preemptive fire management. It is generally
accepted that more heat, less reliable
summer rains and more frequent fires
are likely to be the norm for land
managers.
In responding to the fire, park
resources were generally focused on
protecting private property on adjoining
and down slope lands. This is
understood and shows the need to
undertake fire mitigation works preemptively to ensure the viability of park
biodiversity values. Fires that are too
frequent can simplify vegetation, and
this is evident on the slopes of the valley
below the park. Recovery management
can be required for decades. As clearing
of vegetation continues to occur
throughout the state, managing parks
successfully becomes more critical. Park
neighbours can contribute to or hinder
park management. The service devotes
much energy to ensuring positive and
co-operative relationships with adjacent
landholders and plan fire response.
Protected (NPAQ), Issue 25
(Spring 2019)
Lake Malbena appeal decision
The
Tasmanian
National
Parks
Association and Wilderness Society
Tasmania have today responded to the
decision of the Resource Management
and Planning Appeals Tribunal in
relation to the appeal against the refusal
of a planning permit by the Central
Highlands Council for a helicopteraccessed luxury tourism proposal on
Halls Island, Lake Malbena, inside the
Walls of Jerusalem National Park.
‘We are pleased to have won on two
significant
jurisdictional
points.
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However, we are disappointed that the
tribunal has found that it isn’t required
to assess the proposal against the
management plan, and has not assessed
the negative impact it will have on
wilderness’, said Wilderness Society
Tasmania’s Tom Allen. ‘We are pleased
to have won on the jurisdictional point
made by the Attorney-General, which
makes clear that the Land Use Planning
and Approvals Act does apply to
reserved land. We are also pleased to
have won on the Appellant’s point that
the tribunal does not have scope to
consider impacts on matters of national
environmental significance in the
context of the EPBC Act. The tribunal
has made clear that the state law can
operate with the EPBC Act.
Tasmanian
National
Parks
Association president Nick Sawyer said
the decision means wilderness impacts
will not be considered by an
independent body. ‘This highlights the
importance of getting the RAA process
right and why we have always taken
issue with it. The RAA doesn’t provide
for public notice and appeal rights, in
this case it didn’t assess wilderness
impacts. This decision means that those
wilderness impacts will not be
considered by an independent body’,
said Mr Sawyer. ‘This could be the last
case that considers a proposed
development on reserved land because
the statewide planning scheme will
automatically defer to the RAA process
and local councils and the communities
they represent won’t get a look in.’
The appeal is still before the
tribunal, which will hear the parties’
submissions as to the conditions that
should be imposed on the planning
permit. The Council is to file draft
conditions in 14 days and each party is
afforded 14 days to file a response.
There is a right of appeal. We are
looking closely at the decision and
considering our options.
Media release. Monday
21 October 2019
tnpa.org.au
Compiled by Hazel Rath
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NPA notices
National Parks Association Calendar
Public holidays
General meetings
Committee meetings

December
Wed 25 Thurs 26

January
Wed 1,
Mon 27

February

March

—

Mon 9

—

—

Thurs 20

Thurs 19

Tues 3

—

Tues 4

Tues 3

NPA Christmas party 1
Gudgengy Bush Regeneration 2

NPA ACT welcomes
the following new members
Diana Terry,
Lisa Jokinen (UC student)*,
Brian Butler-Kemp,
Adrian McBurnie (UC
student)*,
Amy Brooks (UC student)*.
We look forward to seeing you at
NPA activities.
* These University of Canberra
students have received a 1-year
complimentary membership.

Sun 8
Sat 14

—

Sat 8

Sat 14

Further details: 1 See notice page 14.
2 GBRG. Meet at Namadgi Visitor Centre 9:00 am.
Christmas Party notice below.

Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group
Christmas Party on 14 December at Gudgenby Cottage
[For work party, meet at the Namadgi Visitor Centre, Tharwa at 9:00 am.]
The scheduled work party will be followed at 12:30 by the
GBRG Christmas party at Gudgenby Cottage.
Bring something to share for lunch.
Leader: Doug Brown, Contact: 6247 0239 or kambalda@tpg.com.au.

This Bulletin was prepared by:
Editors, Kevin McCue and
Sonja Lenz
Copyeditor, Ed Highley
Presentation, Adrienne Nicholson.

NPA books available from some bookshops (e.g. ANBG), or contact the association office.

Contributions for the NPA Bulletin
Contributions of articles, letters, poems, drawings and photographs are always welcome. If possible keep contributions to no more
than 1,000 words. Items accepted for publication will be subject to editing and may also be published on the NPA website. Send all
items to the Bulletin Team, email admin@npaact.org.au, or to the NPA ACT postal address (see page 27).

Deadline for the March 2020 issue: 31 January 2020.

Cover photographs
Front cover
Main photo. Afternoon break at Illunie (article page 8).
Insets. Left. Goanna wrangling (article page 7).

Photo by Brian Slee.
Photo by Kevin McCue.

Centre. Greenish Grass-dart, Ocybadistes walkeri.
New app available (see page 16).
Photo by Adrienne Nicholson.
Right. Blue Finger orchid, Cyanicula caerulea,
Illunie Nature Reserve (page 8).
Back cover
Sugar Glider at Mulligans Flat Nature Reserve. Taken on
the NPAC outing in October (see page 4).
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Photo by Kevin McCue.

Photo by Euan Moore.

General Meetings
Third Thursday of the month, (not December or January)
8.00 pm, Uniting Church hall, 56 Scrivener Street, O’Connor
There are no general meetings in
December or January.

Thursday 20 February 2020
Members’ happy NPA memories
Before we celebrate our 60th anniversary in March this is an
evening for NPA members to reminisce on what NPA has
meant for them over the years. Tell your story or give a little
presentation (5–10 slides) about something you really enjoyed
or something you think represents what NPA means for you.
Please inform Kevin McCue if you would like to
contribute to the evening. Contact information below.

National Parks Association of the ACT Incorporated
Inaugurated 1960

Cultural Subcommittee

Aims and objectives of the Association

• Promotion of national parks and of measures for the protection of

•
•
•
•

fauna and flora, scenery, natural features and cultural heritage in the
Australian Capital Territory and elsewhere, and the reservation of
specific areas.
Interest in the provision of appropriate outdoor recreation areas.
Stimulation of interest in, and appreciation and enjoyment of, such
natural phenomena and cultural heritage by organised field outings,
meetings or any other means.
Cooperation with organisations and persons having similar interests
and objectives.
Promotion of, and education for, conservation, and the planning of
landuse to achieve conservation.

Office-bearers

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Esther Gallant
6161 4514 (h)
galla001@umn.edu
Cynthia Burton
0488 071 203
cynthia.burton69@bigpond.com
Sonja Lenz
6251 1291 (h)
sonjalenz67@gmail.com
Bernard Morvell 0401 679 254
bmorvell@hotmail.com

Committee members

Chris Emery

Conveners
Bulletin Working Group

6249 7604 (h)
chris.emery@optusnet.com.au
Steven Forst
0428 195 236
steven.forst@iinet.net.au
Rod Griffiths (Immediate Past President) 0410 875 731
rod.blackdog@gmail.com
George Heinsohn 6278 6655 (h)
george.heinsohn@gmail.com
Kevin McCue
6251 1291 (h)
mccue.kevin@gmail.com
Allan Sharp
sharpaw4@gmail.com

Environment Subcommittee
Outings Subcommittee
Promotion and Outreach
Subcommittee
Publications Subcommittee
60th Anniversary
Subcommittee
Work Party Co-ordinator

Kevin McCue
6251 1291 (h)
mccue.kevin@gmail.com
Quentin Moran 6288 9840
qmoran@webone.com.au
Rod Griffiths
0410 875 731
rod.blackdog@gmail.com
Steven Forst
0428 195 236
steven.forst@iinet.net.au
Allan Sharp
sharpaw4@gmail.com
Kevin McCue 6251 1291 (h)
mccue.kevin@gmail.com
Cynthia Burton 0488 071 203
cynthia.burton69@bigpond.com
Martin Chalk 6292 3502 (h)
mcchalk1@bigpond.com

The NPA ACT office is in Unit 14 Lena Karmel Lodge, 26 Barry
Drive, Acton, together with the Conservation Council. It is staffed by
volunteers on an irregular basis. Callers may leave phone or email
messages at any time.

Phone:
(02) 6229 3201 or 0429 356 212 (if urgent)
Website: www.npaact.org.au
Email:
admin@npaact.org.au
Address: GPO Box 544, Canberra ACT 2601
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/NationalParksAssociationOfTheAct
Membership subscription rates (1 July to 30 June)
The subscription rate is $22, which includes a digital copy only of our
Bulletin.
If you want to receive a printed copy of the Bulletin, the subscription
rates are:
Household membership $44 Single members
$38.50
Corporate membership $33 Full-time student/Pensioner $22
Note: All the above subscription categories reduce to $11 if a
donation of $100 or more is made.
Advertising
The NPA Bulletin accepts advertisements and inserts. Contact
the NPA office for information and rates.
Printed by Instant Colour Press, Belconnen, ACT.

ISSN 0727-8837 (printed copy); ISSN 2209-6256 (digital copy).
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For information on NPA ACT activities, please visit our website http://www.npaact.org.au
and follow us at www.facebook.com/NationalParksAssociationOfTheAct

